
The Beckley Newsletter
News Views and Comment from 
around the Parish

Spring 2014 
Produced under the auspices of the Beckley and Stowood Parish Council
Any comments or opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Council

NEWS FROM THE PARISH 
COUNCIL
The Parish Council met on 9 December, 16 
January, and 6 February. 

School Car Parking Safety

DANGEROUS PARKING CONTINUES:  
our children’s lives are at risk when cars are 
parked around Church Street / High Street 
junction, and on the Common Road / New 
Inn Road junction.

PLEASE EVERYONE PARK WITH CARE  

REMEMBER -  Bal and Kuldeep kindly 
offer free parking in the Abingdon Arms 
car park at the beginning and end of the 
school day

Precept
At the January meeting the annual precept was 
set at £34,270 – a below inflation increase of 
1.5% on the previous years’ precept. There was 
no increase this time last year.

Councillors Community Budget Grant   In 
discussion with Cllr Purse there is a plan to 
access this grant to refurbish / update / replace 
the village notice boards. 

Emergency Planning
At the December meeting Ian Travers Smith 
from the County Council gave a presentation to 
the Parish Council on Community Emergency 
Planning.  Beckley has a system in place for 
contact with OCC, the Fire Service and SODC 
in the event of a major incident.  The booklet 
‘Are you ready?’ will be supplied for 
distribution to each household.

Automated External Defibrillator
Following contact from the South Central 
Ambulance Service, we are inviting a 
paramedic to come and talk to us about the 
possibility of installing a defibrillator in the 
village.
Beckley Village Hall new build project  
See report on page 2.

The playing field
The Parish Council is aware that the bonfire 
remains and debris have not yet been removed, 
and this will be done as soon as the mud has 
dried up a bit.
Dogs
There STILL is no such thing as a dog poo 
fairy!  Dog owners: do check you have dog 
poo bags in your pocket so you can always 
clear up your dogs’ poo.  Dispose of the bag in 
the dog poo bin by the hall, in any rubbish bin, 
or in black landfill wheelie bin. 
Gigaclear fast broadband for Beckley, 
Elsfield, Horton-Cum-Studley, Noke, 
Stanton St. John and Woodeaton!  Enough 
households have signed up and Gigaclear has 
announced that the project is going ahead.  
Many thanks to the Otmoor broadband group.
The work is expected to start in May, and 
everyone to be on line by August 2014. 
  From Gigaclear:
‘ …We apologise in advance, but as with any 
project of this size, there will be some 
disruption to normal life as we bury the fibres,  
and the ground, pavement, verges and roads 
will be fully reinstated afterwards.... If you 
have any concerns or questions, please contact 
us on 01865 591100, otherwise if you have 
broadband enquiries please email us at 
info@gigaclear.com’
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      [Parish Council News continued p. 2]

The Village website
A reminder that the village website address has 
changed to www.beckley-stowood-pc.gov.uk. 

Correspondence
Parish Clerk Sue Cox’s telephone is 01865 
351415, email address for all Parish Council 
business is: clerk@beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk

Clare Marsh, parish councillor, Feb 2014

Beckley-Stowood Parish Councillors are: 

David Scott (Chairman)  Tel:  351 607  
Email:  chairman@beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk

Michael Soanes (Vice Chairman)

Chris Cox
Clare Marsh
Vivienne Rust
Sue Cox (Clerk)
Any correspondence for Beckley and Stowood 
Parish Council can be sent to clerk@beckley-
and-stowood-pc.gov.uk (please note the new 
email address with the added ‘pc’) and it will 
be forwarded to the relevant parish councillor.  
The clerk’s address is Garden Cottage, Folly 
Farm, Common Road, Beckley, Oxford, 
OX3 9UR.

BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL NEW BUILD 
The Parish Council is very pleased to announce 
the appointment of Baqus of Oxford as Project 
Manager for the new village hall, after an 
extremely thorough process led by Geoff Mills 
to whom we are very grateful. Baqus are very 
experienced in their field, and will help us 
deliver an excellent facility. Prior to the 
primary responsibility of overseeing the 
construction of the new hall, Baqus are 
currently completing an independent review of 
the development planning process carried out 
by the Parish Council to date - so that the 
Parish Council and the village can be satisfied 
that best practice has been followed.

We now have Big Lottery Development Funds 
to progress the detailed design of the scheme, 
to ensure that we can build within the funds we 

can raise, and also to consider the opinions that 
have been submitted to the project team. 

Money spent on Project Management and 
Architect design/development prior to grant of 
Development Funding cannot be 
retrospectively granted, and so it is only now 
that we can procure the professional guidance 
to help us refine the scheme into a final format 
ready for Building Regulations and Tender 
capability.

If Beckley wishes to submit a Stage3 Lottery 
bid by the deadline of 19 June, it can only be 
on an evolutionary basis of the scheme for 
which we have planning permission due to 
time constraints. The Parish Council has to 
submit a Building Regulations and Tender 
ready offering, with a full business case, into a 
competitive Big Lottery process by 19 June 
2014. If we do not submit on time our Big 
Lottery application is considered closed, and 
the Big Lottery Reaching Communities 
Building stream closes in March 2015. If we 
do not submit a Big Lottery Stage3 application, 
our SODC grant of £100,000 lapses on 14 July 
2014. The next SODC application opportunity 
would be April 2015 with the same or another 
offering that has Planning Permission.

To progress now we have to come to a final 
iteration of the scheme relatively quickly, and 
there will be an open meeting in early April to 
look at revisions to the scheme suggested by 
the Advisory Group in conjunction with the 
Project manager. It is hoped that these will 
enable us to be confident regarding budgetary 
control, and will have taken into account the 
views of the community as much as possible. 
(It was hoped to meet in late March but  holi-
days prevented this).   

Baqus are retained by the Parish Council to 
deliver the new village hall, not to make 
decisions regarding the form of the village hall 
- that is the responsibility of the Parish 
Council, who take guidance from its Advisory 
Group and Parishioner input. If you do wish to 
submit additional thoughts please send them to 
advisorygroupchairman@beckley-and-
stowood-pc.gov.uk.
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TWINNING - JUNE VISIT FROM 
ST LOUANS – HOSTS NEEDED
There is a plan afoot for a group from St 
Louans to visit Beckley over the Open Gardens 
Day weekend (June 21/22). This will be a 
lovely opportunity for our visitors to get to 
know the village so please get in touch if you 
are able to offer to host. 

The provisional plan is for them to travel on 
the overnight ferry on Friday arriving in 
Portsmouth at 9.00 a.m. on Saturday. It’s 
possible they will go straight into Oxford, as 
those coming are keen to visit the city, and then 
arrive in Beckley mid-afternoon. They plan to 
return to France on Monday morning. The 
Village Hall Committee are proposing a Safari 
Supper on Saturday evening as a way of 
involving as many villagers as we can and 
sharing the entertaining. 

It promises to be very enjoyable weekend so do 
please let us know if you can host one or two 
of our visitors. You don’t need to be a French 
speaker!!

Date for your diary

If you would like to visit St Louans, then you 
may be interested in the Randonnée de Vines 
on 6 and 7 September 2014.The event this year 
will centre on St Louans and will consist of a 6 
kms. or 10 kms. walk,  guided by an expert 
who will talk about the soil types, the vines and 
the different types of Chinon wine. The walks 
are in small groups and English speaking 
guides will be available. Do get in touch for 
more information.      
                 Mary Ashdown  358 971

OPEN DAY  JUNE 22  AN UPDATE

Plans for the Open Day are under way.  There 
will be 15 open gardens, and an art show, and 
we hope to fill the church with flowers. As in 
previous years, there will be teas at the school. 
The stalls will include books, cakes, plants, ice 
creams, and a tombola, and the RSPB will be 
bringing their display tent as they have done 
before. There will also be some special 
activities for children.

Just a reminder – it would be much appreciated 
if you could put aside any surplus plants you 
may have for the plant stall
                Gina Robson   351 637
                Michael Worthington  351 270

OPEN DAY  22 JUNE RAFFLE
There will be the usual raffle, tickets on sale 
before the event and on the day

and drawn at the end of the Open Day. The 
donation of any prizes will be much 
appreciated. Please contact  
                     Mary Worthington 351 270
	  	  	  

BECKLEY CHURCH SUMMER 
                     CONCERTS
A date for your diary: Saturday 14 June at 
7.30

This year we are celebrating the 25th concert 
since the 
series began in 2006 with a concert by two of 
the same
performers who gave the first concert in May 
2006:

Catherine Mackintosh (baroque violin)
Geoffrey Govier (fortepiano) 
and        3
Charles Brett (countertenor)

An all-Schubert programme of violin sonatas 
and lieder

Contact Mary Worthington (01865 351270) 
for more Information
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BECKLEY COMMUNITY 
ORCHARD
The extremely wet weather has resulted in only  
one working party being held since Christmas. 
We keep hoping that we might get a dry spell 
long enough so that the ground dries out 
sufficiently to get back to tree planting. 
Regrettably that has not materialised and 
Constable’s Piece remains just too wet to work 
on. The good news is that it could have been a 
great deal worse and since Thames Water 
deepened their ditch this we have not had the 
large pools of standing water we saw at the 
start of last winter. 

So far this planting season we have been able 
to plant three pear trees and three damson/
plums. “Meadow Gift” from the garden of Liz 
Reis and Simon Hogg was amongst the 
damsons and as befits a ‘Beckley tree’ Liz 
planted it close to the entrance to the orchard.

Our first ‘Wassail’ was held on the evening of 
Friday 17 January (Twelfth Night under the 
‘old’ calendar). Despite atrocious weather 
during the afternoon a good number of Friends 
turned up to enjoy mulled cider, hot nibbles, a 
warming bonfire, the noise of saucepan and 
dustbin lids, and the wassail poem read by 
Joshua Norman! A large moon came up over 
Brill Hill and added to the atmosphere!

Our two orchard skills workshops, the first on 
pruning old fruit trees and the second on 
grafting, were well attended and well received. 
We were joined at the grafting workshop by 
two members of the Wolvercote Community 
Orchard Group who kindly donated scion 
wood from their apple, ‘Wolvercote Wonder’. 
By the end of the event we had grafted nearly 
30 trees. Inevitably we concentrated on 
ensuring that we increased the number of our 
Beckley trees but also grafted some well-
known old favourites. Some of these trees will 
go to the owners who donated scion wood, 
others to Friends of the Beckley Community 
Orchard, and the balance to Farm Ability, one 
of whose coordinators popped into the 
workshop.

Farm Ability is a charity based at the 
University farms at Wytham. It works with 
adults with learning disabilities and autism. As 
part of their expansion they are planting a farm 
orchard and we will assist by donating trees 
from our grafting workshops and passing on 
orchard skills. They will be joining us at our 
working party on Saturday 7 June. More details 
of how we can continue to support Farm 
Ability will be included in the next 
‘Friends….’ newsletter. 

Please keep an eye on your emails – if we get a 
spell of dry settled weather we’ll catch up on 
the working parties!
                           Peter Ross 351 330

WWI AND BECKLEY
The many articles and ceremonies that have 
been produced to commemorate 100 years 
since the beginning of the First World War 
have caused me to remember the trip to the 
Battlefields in April 2012 to benefit the New 
Village Hall.  Many, many thanks to Terry Cox, 
and Peter and Helen Gosney for making the 
trip possible. 

At work producing programmes for the BBC 
have been Helen Weinstein (Beckley alumna) 
for BBC television,  and Jane Markham, who 
can be heard on BBC Oxford, and also is part 
of the BBC home page at BBC.co.ukww1.     
(See article page 7.) 
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BURNS NIGHT 2014
What could be better than a traditional Scottish 
celebration of the poet Robbie Burns in a 
village hall in Oxfordshire with no electricity 
but plenty of whisky!

The room was packed with good cheer, 
candlelight and so many supportive and willing 
helpers it’s hard to know where to start.  First 
and main thanks go to the kind hearts and cool 
heads of Becky Paton and Fiona Singleton for 
serving a delicious three course ‘bill o Fayre’ 
despite a lack of power throughout the whole 
evening – what would our village do without 
them.  

Second thanks to the Abingdon Arms for 
lastminute.com rescue somehow managing to 
accommodate dinner for 60 in their ovens 
ferried in a relay of car loads so the haggis was 
not only piped in but piping hot!  Our piper had 
to warm up in the cloakroom in pitch black, 
Peter Jacques not only did a sterling 
performance of ‘Ode to the Haggis’ but rigged 
up some floodlights as well.  Pat Moss raised a 
fantastic amount at the auction, someone 
(thank you!)  read the Grace with about 2 
minutes warning, Chris Cox showed himself to 
be King not only of the tractor but the raffle as 
well.  

Becky and Paddy Bullard transported us all to 
the rugged and romantic highlands with their 
performances, heroic friend awards to 
Nick Lea, Kate Lea and Debbie Burt for their 
rousing song and to our very own Andrew 
McMichael and Marion Weinstein for rounding 
off the evening to perfection with their Odes.  
Rupert Carruthers - thank you for lovingly 
creating CDs of Scottish music contemporary 
and traditional that never got heard.  It is the 
thought that counts.  

All in all as well as raising the roof we were 
able to give £436.92 to the hall and a further 
£521.92 to our chosen charity the Red Cross 
represented by Mary Ashdown.

Thanks again to all who came along and made 
it such a fine evening.   It was living proof that 
many hands make light work – and if the 
floods do ever come to Beckley – I think we’ll 
cope.             Anthea Dorby  351 714
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BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL 150 
CLUB
OCTOBER DRAW

£25 Barbara Rose Hemvia Woodperry Road
£10 Mr & Mrs Edmonds Seal Otway 
Woodperry Rd
£10 Mr & Mrs Brodetsy Morleys Woodperry 
Rd
£5 Mr & Mrs Walsh Royal Oak Farmhouse

NOVEMBER DRAW

£25 Mr & Mrs Weller Glenray Otmoor Lane
£10 Mrs Cathy Davies Red Lion Cottages
£10 Susan Hunter-Pease Manor Farmhouse
£5 Denise Watson Little Orchard Otmoor Lane

DECEMBER DRAW

£25 Mr & Mrs Westbury 14 Woodperry Road
£10 Mr & Mrs Crowley Northways Woodperry 
Road
£10 Mrs Rust Lavender Cottage Otmoor Lane
£5 Mrs Simms Smithy Cottage Otmoor Lane
                             Pete Carter  351 352               

BUS SERVICE
Heyfordian Bus Service, which provides bus 
service Beckley and Oxford, remains as that 
posted across from the Abingdon Arms and 
printed previously in this newsletter.   

SOUP AND SWISH
Saturday 10 May 

Beckley Village Hall

12 – 3pm
RE–FASHION:

Bring your old clothes and swop them 
for a new summer wardrobe and

enjoy a bowl of homemade soup and 
fresh bread

All ages welcome

Start saving your clothes now 

BIG
Fifteen members of The Beckley Interest 
Group enjoyed a wonderful trip to Welford 
Park, Berkshire, on 27 March, thanks to the 
organizing skills of Jan and Fred Weller. The 
forest and adjacent woodlands were in full 
bloom with snowdrops and other early spring 
flowers.

Plans for the coming months are yet to be 
arranged.  See article page 7.

MOB
Men of Beckley meet the first Wednesday of 
each month at 12.30 at the Abingdon Arms for 
food and fellowship.  No need to reserve - just 
show up.     
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BECKLEY INTEREST GROUP BIG. 
This group was formed over a year ago when 
the WI folded.  Its intention is to provide a 
mixed social focus for all residents of Beckley. 

During the last year we have had visits to 
Buckingham Palace, Compton Verney,
Westonbirt Arboretum and recently Welford 
Park.  We have had speakers on third world 
Disaster Management and reflections by a 
speaker on his experiences as a foundling child  
and his search for his family. We had planned 
walks which were abandoned because of the 
weather but we have also had some good 
lunches together.  The group is open to all.
The next meeting is in the Abingdon Arms at 
12.30 on Friday 28 March 28. It is hoped 
people who are interested will come to this 
friendly lunch to share ideas for meetings in 
the forthcoming year.  Ideas and commitment 
are required for the continued success of this 
group.  There have been some good outings 
and events last year and this can only continue 
with some shared responsibility for 
organisation, without which the group will 
cease to function.  It is not an onerous task and 
can be shared, but enthusiasm is needed.

So do please come, all are welcome.  If you are 
unable to make the lunch but would like to be 
included or have ideas, please contact either  
      Liz Bixby 351282 or Ann Day 351581

BECKLEY BOOK GROUP
A brand new publication entitled The Strangler 
Vine by M.J. Carter is the novel we’ve selected 
for the next Book Group discussion.  Described 
'as a gripping story of conspiracy and betrayal 
set in an early Victorian India’, the book 
'evokes the attitudes of the British colonials of 
the period... with its ingredients including 
murder, gambling, opium wars and wars.’  
We’ll be  meeting to air our opinions at 8pm on 
Friday, 11 April at Marion Weinstein’s home, 
High Street,(opposite the pond).
All village residents (including those from 
neighbouring villages), are very welcome so 
come and indulge in informal and friendly 
discussion.  I’d be delighted to provide any 

further details necessary, so do contact me for 
further information.

Sue Cloke (Tel: 358 881 or email: 
tcloke@waitrose.com)

BBC WORLD WAR ONE AT HOME
You may have caught the BBC's World War 
One at Home project on Radio Oxford at the 
end of February. It's part of an ambitious series 
by the BBC to commemorate the centenary of 
the outbreak of the Great War and all the 
BBC's local radio stations are taking part by 
producing 20 stories relating to their local 
patch. 

The Oxford stories are being produced by Jane 
Markham from Beckley by Podcats 
Productions (which started in Beckley but now 
has offices just off the ring road at Sandy Lane 
West). The first five have now been released. 
Don't worry if you missed them on the radio 
because they form part of what is proving to be 
a fascinating and important archive on the 
BBC website. You can find them all - plus 
photographs at bbc.co.uk/ww1 and click on the 
World War One at Home series.  They are 
listed by themes and locations. 

The first five stories included hearing from 
Gladys Sangster in Banbury who was born in 
1917 and was born 'yellow' because of the 
chemicals her mother was handling in the shell 
filling factory at Grimsbury.  There is a story 
about the plight of Belgian refugees who came 
to Oxford and what happened to the Oxford 
colleges during the war.

The next five stories will be added in early 
April and can be heard daily on Radio Oxford 
from April 7.

POPPY REPORT
Our collection this year was a magnificent 
£801.60, so a huge ‘thank you’ is due to all 
those who gave so generously.  Also, as 
always, I am extremely grateful to all my 
wonderful poppy sellers without whom this 
would not be possible. Many  thanks indeed. 
Volunteers always needed; please….
                       Liz Reis 351 259
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MEET THE DICKSONS
It was a beautiful spring day when I walked up 
Woodperry Road to interview Pru and Peter 
Dickson in their sunny kitchen. They had 
moved to Beckley in July 2008 for the 
experience of village life - the south-facing 
garden, the view across the moor from the 
front. Both enjoy sports, especially walking, 
and have come to love trips across the fields to 
the Village Shop in Stanton St John.   

During their time in Beckley, they have 
contributed much to the life of our village. 
Pru’s main career had been in Events Planning, 
and when she was asked to serve on the Village 
Hall Committee, she agreed. When the 
possibility of Twinning with St Louans came 
up, they volunteered to be part of that project, 
becoming close to many of the St Louan 
residents through their frequent stops there on 
the route back and forth to the home they 
owned (but have since sold) in southwest 
France. 

Peter’s background was in education, and then 
educational research, and when someone was 
needed to help produce a survey on the 
feasibility of a new village hall, he agreed to 
work first on producing the survey, and then to 
work with SODC on compiling the results.  His 
talents are currently being used as Chairman of 
the Village Hall New Build Advisory Group.  

Hobbies for both include daily swimming, 
music, and stewarding at the SJE Arts New 
Music Venue in Oxford. Thank you, Pru and 
Peter, for sharing so generously of your time 
and talent during your time among us.   
                       Ann Henman, Editor

NEW BUILD ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE
Geoff Mills                Robert Carruthers

Bob Bixby                  David Scot

John Walsh                 Gayle Scott

Ted Cloke                   Adam Jeffrey

Peter Gosney

CHURCH SERVICES 
On MOTHERING SUNDAY, 30 March there 
will be a  service of lay-led Morning Prayer at 
9.30am. All  women who come will receive  
flowers, and posies can be taken for others in 
the village too who may not manage to get to 
church.    Do come, and stay afterwards for 
coffee, tea, biscuits. Everyone welcome! 

HOLY WEEK and EASTER
Palm Sunday, April 13   Parish Communion 
at 9.30am 

Tuesday April 15  Compline  at 8pm at Forest 
Hill

Maundy Thursday, April 17  Holy 
Communion at 7.30pm at Stanton St John

Good Friday, April 18    Hour at the Cross  
2-3pm, with Andrew  Pritchard-Keens                                                                                                       
(and also at 2-3pm at Stanton St John, and at 
12-1pm at Forest Hill and Horton)

Easter Day, April 20    Parish Communion at 
9.30am

IONA SERVICE  A service of praise and 
worship with music from around the world 
held on the third Sunday of each month at 6pm.

POSTAL CHARGES CHANGED
Marion Weinstein had a Christmas card 
returned mid January because the envelope was 
long and not covered by the first class stamp 
she had used.  Please check your local Post 
Office for details.

BOOKMOBILE A reminder that the 
Central Mobile Library bus comes to the 
Abingdon Arms every other Tuesday from 2:40 
to 3:45pm.  Dates in March are 13 & 27, 
April 10 &24, May 8 & 22.  

EDITOR’S NOTE  The Beckley/Stowood 
Parish newsletter is scheduled to be published 
quarterly at the beginning of March, June, 
September, and December.  Deadline for the 
June issue will be the 10th of May.  Many 
thanks to all who contribute both in the 
writing, publishing, and distribution  Ann 
Henmen 351 492  annhenman@gmail.com
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