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The Beckley Newsletter 
News Views and Comment from  
around the Parish 
 

Spring 2013  
 
Produced under the auspices of the Beckley and Stowood Parish Council 
Any comments or opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Council 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 
FEBRUARY 2013 
The Parish Council met on 6  December, 10 

January, and 7 February.  At the January meeting 
the precept for the next financial year was set: it 
was agreed unanimously that there should be no 
increase on last year’s request.  

The Village Website   Andi Sheeka and Adrian 
Hampshire have made fantastic progress with the 
village website which is now up and running, and 
looking great.  If you haven’t seen it yet, do take a 
look: www.beckley-and-stowood.gov.uk     

Correspondence  Letters and correspondence 
which the Parish Council receives are now posted 
on the website.  All the paper work continues to be 
available to be read on paper if you wish - contact 
Sue Cox Parish Clerk, tel. 01865 351 415.   

New Business  Sue Cox’s new email address for 
all Parish Council business is:  clerk@beckley-
and-stowood.gov.uk     

Oxford Rural Community Council (ORCC) We 
have renewed our membership of the ORCC, who 
offer excellent advice and support.  With the 
complex process now underway of moving towards 
the rebuilding of the village hall, the ORCC help is 
invaluable.  

Beckley Village Hall   The Parish Council has 
been working closely and intensively with the 
Beckley Village Hall Management Committee, and 
the planning application has now been submitted to 
SODC.  (See the report from Michael Worthington, 
Chair BVMHC).  Slowly but surely there is 
progress towards resolution of the many different 
points of view. 

The Parish Council is determined and committed to 
supporting the process so that construction of a 
new hall can get underway as soon as possible. 
Another wet winter is taking its toll on our much 
loved but crumbling hall.  

It snowed …..  And the arrangements in place for 
snow clearance through the village have worked 
well.  It has been a lot safer for pedestrians, cyclists 
and car drivers.  There is a supply of salt / grit in 
hand in case of further snow and ice before the 
winter is over.   A reminder that if you need to 
leave your car in New Inn Road when it snows, 
park in such a way that the road is not obstructed, 
so the snow plough can get through.  

The playing field   The remains and debris from 
the bonfire will be removed once ground 
conditions have improved so as not to further 
damage the grass. 

The pedestrian entrance at the western end of the 
field also got rutted and damaged on bonfire night 
(a number of people have commented on the mud!) 
– similarly this will be restored once the ground is 
not so waterlogged.  

Playground   So that there are no dogs or dog poo 
in the playground, when you use the playground do 
check that the gates are closed.  The wood swells in 
the damp so sometimes the gates stick and need a 
bit of a shove.   

School car parking   The police are aware of 
dangerous parking at the Common Road / New Inn 
Road junction..  Please park safely, and if at all 
possible use the car park at the Abingdon Arms.  

Car crime   There was a spate of car break-ins in 
the parish in January.  The police report stated:  

Between 01/01/13 to 31/01/2013 there were 10 
crimes recorded.  All of the crimes reported were 
theft from motor vehicles. Many of these vehicles 
had been left insecure. Can you please encourage 
all residents to secure their vehicles. 

REMEMBER TO LOCK YOUR CAR AND 
DON’T LEAVE ANY VALUABLES INSIDE. 

Clare Marsh, parish councillor, 20th February 
2013 
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FROM OUR COUNTY AND DISTRICT 
COUNCILLOR 
Broadband is a vital to our communication 
nowadays. The more we use lap tops, I-pads, etc 
etc for work, information, entertainment, shopping 
and generally keeping in touch, the greater the need 
for increasing speeds of broadband.  The County 
Council has plans to bring better broadband to rural 
areas in the next two years, and that is intended to 
include areas which have already signed up with a 
commercial supplier. However, in no way do I 
wish to interfere with, or work against the great 
efforts being made by local people working with 
Gigaclear to get faster services for this area. It will 
be good to see Beckley residents having the 
broadband they need. 

The application for solar panels in the field 
adjoining Bayswater Road gave us all cause to 
question what we feel about our surrounding 
countryside. The overwhelming response from 
local people and concerned organisations was that 
they did not wish to see this application go ahead. 

I myself am a keen supporter of the Green Belt, 
and was very concerned when I saw the size of this 
application and its location. It was proposed in a 
field forming the last bit of open countryside on 
both sides of the road between Oxford and 
Beckley. Even small scale solar applications for 
local electricity use have to be constructed in the 
right place, and this was a large commercial 
application and for so many reasons was proposed 
in one of the worst places possible for such an 
industrial scale enterprise.   

As well as the visual impact there were various 
other concerns, not the least of which was the 
proximity to the very important BBOWT reserve at 
Sydlings Copse. By keeping in close touch with the 
relevant planning officer at SODC, I knew that 
local people had support from the District Planning 
service, which also had great concerns about the 
application and its impact.  

The first issue was that the applicant was told by 
the planning officer that an application could not 
be considered without an Environmental Impact 
Assessment. Later, after a meeting with the 
applicant in which the planning officer expressed 
the planning concerns in clear terms, the applicant 
confirmed that there would not now be a planning 
application submitted.  

This is excellent news for local residents and for 
our countryside. It is also very good news for this 
area in that it was very clear to me that the 
Planning Officer was applying the Green Belt 
policies with firmness and conviction.                

The Green Belt is one of the reasons that Beckley 
is a village as opposed to a suburban extension to 
Oxford, and we are well served by two of its 
policies - to keep the openness of the countryside, 
and to prevent settlements reaching out and joining 
up with each other.       Anne Purse   County 
Councillor, District Councillor 351 404 
anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE 
The Village Hall committee has had a busy first 
two months of 2013 completing the arrangements 
for the submission of the planning application for 
the new hall, a decision that was agreed 
unanimously by the fourteen trustees present at a 
meeting on 28 January.  Further work awaits the 
response from SODC and information about future 
consultation during the early summer will follow in 
due course.  

Meanwhile, arrangements for the pub quiz and 
curry night have been made, with a full house 
expected, and also for the Spring Supper on 16 
March, to which everyone in the village is 
welcome.  Friends from out twinned village St 
Louans will be joining us for the occasion, and 
profits from both events will bolster the funds 
being raised for the new hall.  
Michael Worthington  351 270 Chairman 
BVHMC 

BECKLEY BELLS 
The Beckley Bells continue to make good 
progress.  We played again at Yarnton Nurseries 
before Christmas and raised £100 for Cancer 
Research.  We also took part in 'Beckley's Got 
Talent' and had many favourable comments about 
our playing at 'Carols and Claret' in the Church.   
Barbara Rose  351 376 
 

DAISY’S STORY 
JOHN CALDICOT 
VILLAGE HALL 
23 APRIL 7:30pm 

 
A follow up to last year’s SRO  

Foundling Hospital talk 
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BONJOURS BECKLEY 
A group of our friends from St Louans will be 
visiting Beckley from 16 -19 March and will be 
joining us for the Spring Supper at the Village Hall 
on Saturday evening. Many thanks to all those who 
have offered to host and help with the organisation 
of this visit. 

St Louans will be holding their annual dinner and 
dance on Saturday 1 June and we have been 
invited to join them for this, their 15th anniversary! 
The event is held outdoors and is a very lively 
evening with plenty of excellent French food and 
wine! Do get in touch if you are interested in 
visiting St Louans for this weekend. 

Thanks to all who offered to host our visitors from 
St Louans during their forthcoming visit (16- 19 
March 2013) or expressing an interest in the 
Twinning.  A provisional programme for the 
weekend which people can opt in/out of is:  

Saturday 16 March:  Visitors arrive in the 
afternoon. Welcome Tea at Penny Cottage and pair 
up with hosts. Spring Supper at Village Hall 
7.30 p.m.  

Sunday 17 March: Tour of All Souls and Christ 
Church Colleges plus time in Oxford. Supper at the 
Abingdon Arms for everyone involved with the 
Twinning.  

Monday 18 March: Visit to Blenheim (possibly 
just the grounds) and Woodstock or a tour of the 
Hook Norton Brewery (this would need advance 
booking). However, the French have already 
expressed a preference for the visit to Blenheim 
and Woodstock. A Safari Supper has been 
suggested for the evening, ending at the Abingdon 
Arms.  

Tuesday 19 March: Visitors depart in the 
morning. 

Any other ideas would be very welcome! If you are 
hosting and working on Monday and Tuesday then 
we would hope to be able to team visitors up with 
those who are available in the daytime. 

Mary Ashdown 358 971 
Sue Roberts 07914 098 124    
Suzanne Aigrain 07549 939 899  

BECKLEY INTEREST GROUP  (BIG) 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 21 March 
for a social lunch at 12.30 The White Horse Forest 
Hill.  Please contact Liz Reis  351 259 by 15 
March in order that a table booking can be made. 

23 April:  John Caldicot will give a talk entitled 
Daisy's Story - a follow up from his Foundling 
Hospital talk last year -  at 7.30 pm on Tuesday in 
the Village Hall.  Tickets at the door. 

Tuesday 28 May: Walk and lunch in Port Meadow 
area. 

Friday 14 June:  Visit to the exhibition 500 years 
of Italian Art at Compton Verney.  

Early July: Speaker in the Village Hall to be 
confirmed. 

Tuesday 3 September: Visit to exhibition of the 
Queens Coronation at Buckingham Palace.   

October: Date to be arranged, coach visit to 
Westonbirt Arboretum  

November:  Date to be confirmed, Illustrated talk 
on Antarctica  

December:  Date to be confirmed, Christmas Meal 

 

Spring Supper 
Saturday March 16th 2013 

7.30 p.m. 
Beckley Village Hall 

Our friends from St. Louans will be visiting 
this weekend and joining us for the supper. 
            Tickets:  £12.00    Pay Bar                                                   

Gail Scott:   07825 293 264     
gailsarahscott@gmail.com 

 
Mary Ashdown:   358 971     

mary.ashdown@btinternet.com 
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THREE STEPS TO A GREENER HOME 
Holding on to more of the heat you pay for is a 
sensible way to reduce your energy bills. In an 
older home three key steps will help to achieve 
this: 

1.  Draught-proofing 
Start by draught-proofing doors, windows, 
letterboxes, keyholes and cat flaps. Install extractor 
fans in kitchens and bathrooms so you don't need 
to open windows. 

2. Insulation 
You’ve put 270mm in the loft. Now to the walls. If 
they aren’t cavity walls which are easily insulated, 
solid wall insulation may suit. Adding it externally 
should be easier following a recent change in 
planning advice. If not, internal wall insulation 
adds real comfort and is best installed just prior to 
redecorating. All these approaches are supported 
by the government’s Green Deal. 

3. Improved Glazing 
Energy efficient glazing is now available to replace 
single glazing, even in original sash window 
frames. If upgrading isn’t affordable, consider 
removable secondary glazing. Failing that, a thick 
pair of curtains helps! You can see these and other 
improvements in exemplar homes in March and 
September when SuperHomers host free events 
around the country. For more information and to 
meet a homeowner who has already had the work 
done, see www.superhomes.org.uk 

THE BIG PICTURE 
The Green Deal is a Government backed scheme to 
help people to refurbish their homes with ‘no up 
front cost’. An assessment of your home and its 
potential energy savings will be made and a Green 
Deal Plan formulated which will show the 
measures which could be undertaken, the indicative 
cost range and an idea of possible savings. This 
plan, just like a prescription for a home, can then 
be taken to a number of different Green Deal 
Providers for quotes. The work is then financed by 
a loan with repayments coming from the savings 
made on energy bills. The homeowner therefore 
gets increased comfort now at no extra cost and the 
loan stays with the home’s energy bills should you 
choose to move house. 

SuperHomes 
SuperHomes harnesses the enthusiasm of 
pioneering households to demonstrate the benefits 
of switching to low energy living. SuperHome 
Open Days showcase today’s technologies,  
 

providing a touch and feel experience to inspire 
visitors to action. They also let visitors see for 
themselves both the challenges and the financial 
and environmental savings to be made from such 
radical changes. Currently there are 150 registered 
SuperHomes and 85% of the population in England 
lives within 30 miles of one. The network includes 
a wide range of older property types including 
Georgian, Edwardian and Victorian houses. 
SuperHomers volunteer their time for free to make 
these open home events possible and to share their 
experience. SuperHomes has won multiple awards 
and was a 1st prize winner at The Ashden Awards 
for Sustainable Energy in 2009. 

Partners 
SuperHomes enjoys the generous support of the 
Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, WWF, Grand 
Designs Great British Refurb Campaign, Energy 
Saving Trust, National Energy Foundation, 
Megaman, SIG Energy Management and 
PassivSystems. 

The Sustainable Energy Academy 
The Sustainable Energy Academy is a registered 
charity. It promotes education and action to reduce 
the carbon footprint of buildings and communities. 
Its primary initiative is SuperHomes - a network of 
older homes which have been refurbished by their 
owners to the highest standard of energy efficiency 
(at least 60% less carbon intensive). The aim is to 
create a network of 500 SuperHomes that are local 
and publicly accessible by 2020.    Gordon Glass 
gordonglass@superhomes.org.uk 

 

EDITORIAL NOTE 
Many thanks once again to everyone who 
contributed to this edition and who are involved in 
the distribution to the homes of the Parish.  The 
newsletter is published four times a year at the end 
of February, May, August, and November.  News 
items, articles, pictures, and features of general 
interest are warmly welcomed, with the Editor 
reserving the right to edit material and the Editor’s 
decision on all matters shall be final. 
 
Another more up to date way of keeping abreast of 
parish news is by going to the parish website at 
www.beckley-and-stowood.gov.uk.  The 
newsletter is posted on the website, along with past 
issues.  Keep in touch and informed!   Ann 
Henman 351 492    annhenman@gmail.com 
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COMMUNITY ORCHARD UPDATE 
Since the last Parish News the main problem has 
been the amount of water lying on Constables 
Piece. Fortunately Thames Water came to the 
rescue digging their ditch deeper and we put in 
raised beds for those trees worst affected. The good 
news is that the water has gone quite quickly and 
apart from a few ruts at the wettest end of the 
orchard any lying water has drained away. 

Thames Water has also made a big contribution to 
another phase of the project by donating a mixed 
species wildlife-friendly hedge. Over recent 
weekends a group of Friends of the Community 
Orchard has planted the hedge and nearly 
completed the hedge protection. Tree guards have 
been incorporated in the hedge line so that five 
plums and damsons (all local varieties) can be 
planted this autumn. Thanks go to Thames Water 
and to all who helped with planting, bashing in 
posts and fitting rabbit wire. 

Mike Hobbs and Matt Pether collected a good 
quantity of scion wood from around the village so 
that we were able to hold our first grafting 
workshop on 3 February. Fingers and thumbs 
bound up with plasters bore testament to the 
enthusiasm of the participants but we ended the 
morning with around 30 local trees grafted on to 
new root stocks! 

Two new fruit tree varieties have now been 
identified in the village – an apple and a damson. 
The apple is to be seen in the garden adjacent to the 
school driveway and has been fittingly named “Old 
Tiff” by Mr and Mrs Peter Wheeler. This is now 
available in the Bernwode Fruit Trees nursery 
catalogue but we have also grafted our own. In 
addition, Derek and Judy Tolman of Bernwode are 
donating this variety for planting in the orchard in 
the autumn. The second tree is a damson which 
many will have seen hanging over the wall of 
Meadow Cottage at the end of Church Street. Liz 
Reis and Simon Hogg have named it “Meadow 
Gift”; we will try to propagate this from suckers, 
again for planting in the orchard this autumn. 

We held our first AGM on Monday 4 February in 
the village hall and once the business was 
completed Derek and Judy Tolman gave a 
fascinating talk on the process of identifying apple 
varieties. They are wonderful experts and are 
internationally renowned in their field – we are 
very lucky to have them on our doorstep and they 
are extremely generous with both their time and 
advice. 

 

Future work: we now have to tidy up the orchard 
after the first burst of clearing and planting, plant 
our remaining trees from the first “wave” of 
planting, and fit the name plates designed by the 
school children. Future working parties will be 
held on the first Saturday of each month. We 
start at 10.30am and would love to see you there. 

Over the spring and summer we will work to make 
our harvest and share scheme a reality, and take 
steps to create our very own apiary. Ted Cloke is 
unable to continue beekeeping and has kindly 
donated his hive to the Orchard. Nick Crowley has 
agreed to look after the apiary which will be 
established in the spinney next to the Thames 
Water track by kind permission of John and Jo 
Ovens. Nick and I intend to run a beekeeping 
“taster” evening in the next month or so and an 
email with details will soon be sent to all 
“Friends”. 

Finally, we are having another go at a grant 
application. We have been helped by David Bates 
of OCVA and Patrick Rooney has put together a 
bid to fund the pedestrian gate, the field shelter and 
a spare hive. We will hear the outcome in the next 
month or so. 

Thank you again to all who have given such 
support to this project. If you are not yet involved 
but would like to be, then please send me an email:  
peter_m_ross@hotmail.com     Peter Ross 

CHURCH SERVICES IN THE VILLAGE 
Parish Communion is at 9.30 am Sunday except for 
the third Sunday when services are 8.30am 
Communion and 6pm Iona. Special joint services 
with the parishes of Horton cum Studley, Forest 
Hill, and Stanton St John are planned for 28 April 
at Beckley with John Ryeland - Jesus the Healer, 
26 May TBA with Bishop Bill Down, 23 June 
TBA with HH Judge Davis on Jesus the Judge, (all 
three services at 10 am) and 14 July TBA with 
Bishop Colin of Dorchester at 3:30pm.  

The evening Iona service is truly unique to Beckley 
and is made up of African as well as other non-
traditional European music along with 
contributions from all ages.  The talent and 
experiences shared is one of the very special parts 
of living in Beckley.  Please join us for a glimpse 
into life in Beckley and beyond.    

Services surrounding Easter include Maundy 
Thursday 28 March at 8pm, Friday 29 March 2-3 
pm Hour at the Cross, and 9.30am Easter Sunday 
Parish Communion.      The Editor 
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SHOE BOX APPEAL - OPERATION 
CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Erica and Ian Cave would to give a special thank 
you to all those who prepared and donated Shoe 
Boxes for Samaritan's Purse International Relief 
Project for poor children. 

9,280 Boxes were dispatched from the Thame 
Warehouse where all the boxes received were 
checked and during November 2012. The Boxes 
were sent to Bosnia. We shall know later this year 
the total number of Boxes that were sent from the 
UK.           Ian and Erica Cave 351 226 

 

BOOK CLUB 
Our March meeting was Friday 1 March at 
Hornbeams, Woodperry Road, where we discussed 
‘Therapy’ by David Lodge.    Everyone is invited 
to participate.  For more information, please 
contact  Sue and Ted Cloke 
<tcloke@waitrose.com> 

 

OXFORDSHIRE AUTISM ALERT CARD  
The Oxfordshire Autism Alert Card is available 
free of charge to anyone in the county with 
autism.  It can be shown if the holder needs: 

• Support from their contacts 

• Help in difficult/stressful situations 

• Help from police officers or other 
emergency services 

• Help on public transport 

• To explain about autism   

It will also assist will assist people to identify that 
they are dealing with someone with autism.  If 
presented with a card, please support the 
cardholder using the advice on the card and contact 
their named supporters. The scheme provides free 
autism training for police and other services. 
 

Alert Card leaflets and posters available on 
request. 

  
For more information: 

www.autismoxford.org.uk 
Tel: 0844 381 4484; Email: 

alertcard@autismoxford.org.uk 

 

 

OXFORD HARMONIC SOCIETY 

J S Bach St John Passion 
Saturday 23 March 7.30pm 

Oxford Town Hall 
For more details, including ticket availability and 

prices contact: 
April López www.oxfordharmonicsoc.org. 

 
Summer concerts in Beckley 

Church 2013 
In aid of the church fabric fund 

 
 

Saturday, 1 June at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Solo guitar recital by 
Raymond Burley 

 
� 
 

Saturday, 21 September at 
7.30 p.m. 

 
The Pavlova Wind Quintet 

 
Contact Mary Worthington 01865 

351 270 for more information. 
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GIGACLEAR ULTRAFAST 
BROADBAND UPDATE FOR BECKLEY, 
NOKE, ELSFIELD AND WOODEATON 

BROADBAND CRUNCH TIME, WE 
COULD MISS OUT! 

Informal Q&A drop in sessions every March 
Monday evening 6pm – 8pm at the Abingdon 
Arms  Please note that the registration phase 
done last year is different to placing an order 
and we need 130 of these before Gigaclear 
commit to building the network. If you haven’t 
completed your order form in February then you 
haven’t signed up. Help us get to the target of 130 
and don’t let us miss this opportunity! 

This will affect everyone in the community, not 
just those who place an order: 

• 1000Mpbs download AND upload speeds with 
UNLIMITED data allowance 

• CHEAPER overall monthly costs for the 
majority of people than existing providers, 
just add up all components to your existing 
bill – most are paying £50+, Gigaclear is 
only £37 

• Very easy to transfer from your existing 
service and keep your telephone number 
etc 

• The network will provide EVERY property 
with a connection point, not just to those 
who sign up initially 

• DON’T rely on your neighbours to sign up 
• Network build to start in May/ June with 

service going live in September/October 

£100 connection fee will not be taken until we 
reach the required 130 orders and the build date is 
announced. This fee includes your WiFi router and 
installation kit. 

Optional installation fee of around £85 for 
professional installation (DIY only requires a 
13mm drill bit and a spade and is free) 

Landlords & tenants – short term contracts are 
available for tenants, simple & straightforward to 
set up  

Estimated 3% increase to house prices for those 
with superfast broadband (i.e. anything over 
24Mbps) 

Orders taken so far:      Beckley - only 20 out of 
250 properties have signed up      Noke – 32 out 
of 50 properties     Elsfield – 8 out of 30 
properties     Woodeaton – 70% attendance to their 

meeting on 21st February, unanimous vote in 
favour of Gigaclear!   The drop in sessions are 
open to all, even those who’ve already placed an 
order, an informal opportunity to find out what 
Gigaclear’s network will bring to the community. 
Many thanks to the Abingdon Arms for allowing 
us use of their facilities. 

Costs – try our cost comparison tool.....you will 
probably save money by changing to Gigaclear  

Map – see where the network is going to be built 
and how you get connected  

Transfer from your existing service – how to keep 
your existing landline number, e-mail addresses  

Landlords & tenants – short term contracts are 
available for tenants, simple & straightforward to 
set up  

Speed – everyone gets 1000Mbps. The entry level 
service isn’t 10Mbps, that’s the guaranteed 
minimum - other providers quote ‘up to’ speeds but 
do not guarantee a minimum! 

 Gigaclear have appointed James Dolleymore 
from Noke to address any questions or concerns 
before and during the project build and he will be 
visiting each of you in due course. Please contact 
him on 01865 378795, 07830 165830 or 
james@oxfordcountrycottages.co.uk 

http://www.gigaclear.com/communities/otmoor/ 
http://www.otmoorbroadband.co.uk 

The four villages have been investigating all 
avenues to improve our broadband and have 
established that bringing fibre to the door of each 
property is the only viable solution. The county 
plan is only to get everyone to a minimum of 
2Mpbs that most of us have already, and not before 
2015. The BT Openreach plan is based on taking 
fibre to the cabinet so if you are over 800m from 
the cabinet you are unlikely to see any 
improvement, they have not plans to upgrade the 
Stanton St. John cabinet that serves Beckley. If this 
was upgraded you could install BT Fibre on 
Demand at a cost of £500 installation fee plus £2 
per metre from the exchange (e.g. the Abingdon 
Arms at 3.1km from Stanton St.John exchange = 
£6,200), plus around £60 per month subscription 
(excluding extras). That puts into perspective what 
value Gigaclear are offering our community. 

Thank you for your continued support and please 
keep talking to your neighbours and friends in 
Beckley, Elsfield, Woodeaton and Noke. Please 
visit http://www.beckley-and-
stowood.gov.uk/services/gigaclear for more 
information.      James Dolleymore  
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150 CLUB DRAW 
The 150 Club Draw is organized to benefit the Village Hall.   Anyone wishing to participate in this long-
running and popular activity is encouraged to contact Peter Carter at 351 352.       The Editor 
 

 

 


