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NEWS FROM THE PARISH 
COUNCIL May 2013

The Parish Council met on 7 March, 4 April and 1 
May, with an additional briefing meeting on 19 

May in preparation for the Village Hall consultation 
meeting on 23 May.  At the meeting on 1 May, 
David Scott was re-elected as chair, and Michael 
Soanes as vice-chair.

Beckley Village Hall new build project
See report from the chair of the parish council and 
the chair of the management committee. 

The playing field
The remains of the bonfire have been cleared.
There was broken glass and an accumulation of 
debris in the rough area behind the hall, dangerous 
to children and dogs.  We have had the vegetation 
cut back, and the rubbish cleared away. 
If you notice any broken glass please let Sue Cox 
know straightaway so we can arrange for it to be 
swept up. (If you know anyone who sometimes has 
a drink round the back of the hall. please ask them 
to put the empties in the recycling bin!)

Playground
A number of slats on the fence around the 
playground had been kicked out, and have been 
replaced
A reminder, when you use the playground please 
check that the gate is closed behind you to keep 
dogs, and dog poo out.
 _________________________________________
CONCERTS IN BECKLEY CHURCH:
 In Aid of the Beckley Church Fabric Fund

          Saturday, 1 June at 7.30pm
  Solo Guitar Recital by Raymond Burley

Battery recycling on your doorstep
Oxfordshire Waste Partnership is now collecting 
used batteries for recycling.  Place used batteries in 
a clear plastic bag (eg a sandwich bag).  Leave the 
bag on top of your wheelie bin on collection day.  
There are some free plastic bags promoting the new 
scheme pinned to the notice board in the village 
hall (or ring Clare on 01865 351134 for a supply). 
School car parking
Please park safely, and if at all possible use the car 
park at the Abingdon Arms. 

The Village website
Up and running at www.beckley-and-
stowood.gov.uk     

Correspondence
Parish Clerk Sue Cox’s telephone is 01865 351415, 
email address for all Parish Council business is: 
clerk@beckley-and-stowood.gov.uk    

THE ANNUAL PARISH OPEN 
MEETING FOR ALL RESIDENTS OF 
BECKLEY AND STOWOOD PARISH 
WILL BE ON THURSDAY 20TH JUNE 
AT 8.00 PM, AT BECKLEY VILLAGE 
HALL 
Clare Marsh, parish councillor, 24th May 20

_________________________________________
        Saturday, 21 September at 7.30pm
             The Pavlova Wind Quartet

       Contact Mary Worthington 351 270   
                 for further information
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NEWS FROM THE MAPLE TREE 
CHILDREN’S CENTRE

Greetings to everyone from The Maple Tree 
Children’s Centre. We have an exciting programme 
of events lined up for Summer 2013 and look 
forward to seeing you. 
Would you like to improve your confidence and 
gain potentially life saving first aid skills? If so, 
then our Baby and Child First Aid Workshop is for 
you. It will be held at The Maple Tree Children’s 
Centre in Wheatley from 9.30-11.30am on 
Thursday 27 June. Booking is essential for this 
session, and we ask for a suggested donation of just 
£2.50 per person, to cover costs. This session will 
be followed on Thursday 4 July by an Accident 
Prevention Workshop, to help you pinpoint 
potential hazards in your home, and how to make it  
a safer place for your children.
Calling all Dads, Grandads and all male carers! 
Maple Saturdads is a group for male carers and 
their under 5s (older siblings also welcome) to 
spend quality time together doing cooking, art, 
craft and outdoor activities or just enjoying 
playtime. Give Mum some ‘Me Time’ —come 
along with the children for a morning of play and 
fun activities. Meet other male carers and start your 
weekend with a bacon butty! 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
of each month, 10am-12noon – sessions are 
running on 8 June, 22nd June and 13 July, before 
taking a break for the summer.  And remember - 
Dads are always welcome at all of our sessions—
not just Saturdays. 
If you have a baby under 6 months old and would 
like to learn a relaxing technique for bonding, then 
why not come along to our Baby Massage course? 
This is a 4 week course, running on Mondays from 
10.30-11.30am, starting 4 June. We ask for a 
donation of £5 for this course, to cover the cost of 
materials. Booking is essential as numbers are 
limited.
Talk and Toddle is a quieter group for under 3s, 
featuring activities to encourage  babies and 
toddlers’ language development, and sensory 
exploration. Held every Tuesday 10-11.30am. On 2 
July, we will be holding a sleep workshop for 
parents of over 1s – if your toddler is having sleep 
issues, come along to share experiences and get 
hints and tips.
Our Bumps to Babies sessions for parents to be and 
carers with babies continues to run every Monday 
afternoon, 2-3.30pm, and our Stay and Play 
sessions run in Wheatley on Wednesday mornings 
from 9.15-12noon. So whatever age your children, 
we offer something for you to try together– why 
not come along and see what we can offer.

All sessions are FREE and are suitable for children 
under 5 years old (accompanied older siblings are 
welcome). You can also find further details on our 
webpage www.oxonchildrenscentres.org.uk/
themapletree. 
If you have any questions, or would like to reserve 
a place on our First Aid course, please contact the 
centre on 01865 873916 or 
mapletreecc@oxfordshire.gov.uk. You can also 
follow us on Twitter (@themapletreecc) or like us 
on Facebook (mapletreecc).
Samantha Hall   Administrator
The Maple Tree Children's Centre
Littleworth Road  Wheatley
Oxon  OX33 1PH 
Office hours: 9.00-12.30 Mon-Fri

         Editor’s Entry???     Bluebells

 THE 2013 BECKLEY CALENDAR 
The 2013 Beckley Calendar was a great success, 
selling 20 more copies than last year.  So a BIG 
"Thank You" to everyone who supported this 
charity fund-raiser, especially Dave Drew who also 
helped sell them. December's image of St. Mary's 
in the Snow, captured by Charles Hunter Pease won 
the "Best Picture" competition.  

The profits from calendar sales, together with two 
Christmas sales of Jacobs Field Lavender held at 
Prospect Cottage and a charity dinner in January 
raised over £1,400.  The profits have been 
distributed to the following charities:- Home-Start 
Oxford, The National Autistic Society, The Brain 
Tumour Research Charity, Beckley Church Fabric 
Fund and Beckley Community Orchard.  
I hope you continue to enjoy your calendar and if 
you would like a Beckley 2014 version, please send 
me your contact details and the number of copies 
you would like.  Also please let me have any 
suitable images of views around the village so that 
it truly becomes a village enterprise.  Thanks for all 
the wonderful support you have given. 
          Julie Ross    julie_a_ross@hotmail.com
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BECKLEY NETWORK    
We are a small group of local volunteers forming a 
“Good Neighbour Scheme” for anyone living in 
Beckley and Stowood.
If you need help such as transport to hospital or 
doctors’ appointments, collection of prescriptions, 
shopping, small jobs around the house or garden, 
walking or letting out pets, phone or text 07503 
639264 and leave your name and number and brief 
details of your request. Messages will be checked 
and answered from 8am until 7pm.
No charge will be made for this service, but if 
transport is involved, expenses will be charged at 
the official rate of 45p per mile       
                             Gina Robson  

RIDE AND STRIDE
The Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust  
sponsored Ride and Stride this year will take place 
on Saturday 14 September. Cyclists and walkers 
visit as many churches as they can, and obtain 
sponsorship for the number of churches they visit. 
50% of the sponsorship money comes back to the 
churches nominated by the participants, and 50% 
goes to the Trust.
If you cannot manage 14 September, you can 
choose a different day.  It’s a wonderful way to 
raise money for the OHCT, which gives grants to 
churches of many different denominations within 
the county. Our church here received a generous 
grant towards the stonework repairs which were 
carried out in 2009.
Look out for more information and notices later.
                        Gina Robson 351 837

ST LOUANS WEEK END 1-2 JUNE (as 
we go to press) 
St Louan’s Dîner/Champêtre is to be held Saturday 
1 June.  This year it is a special event to celebrate 
St Louan’s 15th anniversary. “Not a long period of 
time it is true but at least it is a good excuse to 
arrange something special”. There will be food 
provided by an outside caterer, lots of music and 
dancing, a small band and a magician who will 
walk amongst the tables and surprise you all! 
Towards midnight Christophe (who has a diploma 
for such things) will set off a 15 minute firework 
display just so that all the villagers who are not 
there know that we are having a good time.
                        Peter Packer, St Louans

Editor’s Note: Mary Ashdown and Mike Hobbs 
represented Beckley - hope to have pictures 
September issue. 

BECKLEY INTEREST GROUP  (BIG)
VISIT TO COMPTON VERNEY –
FRIDAY 14 JUNE   
Compton Verney is a Grade 1 listed mansion set in 
120 acres of stunning ‘Capability’ Brown parkland.
There is an award winning art gallery and the 
current exhibition is Bellini, Botticelli, Titian
500 Years of Italian Art  You can stroll around the 
grounds and there is a café.
Compton Verney is located 9 miles south-east of 
Stratford-on-Avon but I have leaflets with all the 
information and the directions of how to get there.
Opening times are 11.00 to 5pm.
A concessionary ticket for Collections, Grounds 
and Exhibitions is £11 (over 60). Adult £13.00.
I have picked up a number of leaflets with a buy 
one admission get one free.
If you are interested in this outing please let me 
know by Monday 3 June.
September 3   Tuesday   visit to exhibition of the 
Queen’s Coronation at Buckingham Palace.  
October, date to be arranged, coach visit to 
Westonbirt Arboretum 
November, date to be confirmed, illustrated talk on 
Antarctica 
December, date to be confirmed, Christmas Meal
Many of you have said how much you enjoyed 
John Caldicott’s talk on 23 April , so we owe a big 
thank you  to Jan Weller, who organised that event.  
WALK ON PORT MEADOW – TUESDAY 28 
MAY  (as we to to press......weather permitting)
Many thanks to Michael and Mary Worthington 
who did the recce for the walk.  
The group met at 10.15 at the public car park at 
Wolvercote and then walked along the river 
towards Binsey and The Perch. The views along the 
river of Port Meadow are equally interesting on the 
walk back to Wolvercote where lunch was planned 
at The Plough.  
If you have any queries about the events please let 
me know and I look forward to hearing from you.     
                            Ann Day 351 581

ART SHOW IN VILLAGE HALL                                          
Beckley artists hosted a show in the village hall the 
weekend of 18-19 May as part of  Oxford Art 
Weeks.  Art exhibited included painting, mosaics 
and jewellery, plus delicious tea, coffee and cakes.  
Attendance was free and drew visitors from across 
the county and counties nearby.       Tim King 



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES ON THE 
RIVER THAMES
The Environment Agency, navigation authority for 
the Thames, is recruiting for the 2013 season and 
looking for volunteers who can commit to assisting 
at least one day a week between May and the end 
of September. Volunteers can agree their hours with 
lock keepers but need to be available at least from 
11 to 5.  Volunteers are particularly needed along 
the river between Reading and Lechlade.  
Volunteering is a great way to meet people and to 
find out more about the Thames, its history, 
wildlife and management. At the same time 
volunteers know that they are doing something 
worthwhile that is really appreciated.
Our Volunteer Assistant Lock Keepers work 
alongside paid lock keepers. They help boats pass 
through the lock safely: taking ropes, directing 
traffic, and operating sluices and lock gates. They 
help maintain the site: painting, tidying and 
gardening. They provide information to visitors, be 
they on foot or afloat, so that they can make the 
best of their time on the river. Visitors appreciate 
the local knowledge that volunteers can provide. 

All applicants are invited to an assessment at a 
local lock where they will have the role explained 
to them and be shown what it involves in practical 
terms. They will be assessed to decide which site 
may be most appropriate for them and to ensure 
that they have the physical capabilities required. 
After successful completion of the assessment, they 
attend an induction course which focuses on safety 
and preparing them for the lock side.

On the lock side the volunteers follow a 
documented training programme before being 
signed off to take charge of the lock on their own. 
This will only be for short periods, while the paid 
keeper is at lunch for example. The volunteers are 
there to augment the service provided by paid staff 
rather than to replace them.

Volunteers are provided with some uniform and can 
claim mileage for travel to and from their lock 
(subject to a daily maximum). They also receive a 
monthly newsletter which keeps them in touch with 
what is going on along the river and other activities 
of the Environment Agency.

If you would like to find out more about 
volunteering on the Thames and to receive an 
information pack and application form, please 
contact the Volunteer team on 01491 828360 or 
email thames.volunteers@environment-
agency.gov.uk     Demetri Somarakis

River Thames Volunteer Team - Waterways
Environment Agency
Red Kite House, Howbery Park, Crowmarsh 
Gifford, Wallingford, OX10 8BD 

MAY DAY AT BECKLEY SCHOOL

CHILTERN CENTRE FOR DISABLED 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE
BREAKAWAY GROUP
We offer a variety of services to families with a 
child/young adult with disability or special needs in 
the South Oxfordshire and Thames Valley area.
The Centre, based in Greys Road, Henley on 
Thames, has BREAKAWAY GROUP,  a social 
group for 18-30 years who have a learning 
disability that live in South Oxfordshire area. 
This group meets up on a monthly basis for a wide 
variety of activity and entertainment: for instance: 
bowling, go karting, theatre trips, meals out, 
pottery painting, overnight breaks.
We always welcome new members.  Once 
registered with us, the family can decide which 
outings their young person would like to participate 
in.  This is a great way for parents and carers to 
receive a break whilst their young person benefits 
from stimulating social activity.
The criteria are that the young person should:
- be aged between 18-30 years old and have a 
learning difficulty.
- be able to engage in group activity and enjoy 
socialising.
- be able to be supported in a 5:1 staff ratio (or be 
able to bring a support worker if additional support 
required).
- able to get to an agreed meeting point, not 
normally more than 15 miles from home.
- be able to fund their own costs (ie: cost of 
admission/ticket prices).
This group is financially supported by Oxfordshire 
County Council.
Further details can be obtained from Pamela Lee, 
Youth Group Coordinator at Chiltern Centre.  
01491 575575 or email: 
chiltern@chilterncentre.demon.co.uk.  Our 
website is: www.chilterncentre.org.uk"
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PEOPLE IN BECKLEY

NEW NEIGHBOURS
A warm welcome to all those who have recently 
moved to (or within) Beckley.   
Dom and Shinta Holdsworth are now in The 
Lodge on Woodperry Road.  Dom is a publisher at 
Pearson, and Shinta is doing a PhD in Entomology, 
and research, at the Museum of Natural History in 
Oxford.  
Michael and Laura Waugh and their son Ryan 
now live in The Retreat, Woodperry Road.  Michael 
is the brother of Lesley Mosham of the village.  
Tim and Mags Bett and their children Charlie, 
Hannah, and Georgie have recently moved to 
New Inn Barn, Beckley.  They have come all the 
way from Stanton St John and are looking forward 
to joining the Beckley social events!
Paul Peros and Maddie Stokstat have moved 
from the other side of Oxford to Nokewood House.  
Paul is a property developer and Maddie financial 
director for a company in Beckensfield.  Paul and 
Maddie fell in love with Beckley while cycling, 
and are quick to say their move here is an 
adventure of the heart to bring the house back to 
life again, while enjoying all the amenities Beckley 
provides.  
Tommy and Lesley Moxham love living in 
Beckley and after twenty eight years, have moved 
with son Dean from Four Winds to Amber Cottage. 

A SAD FAREWELL
A sad farewell to Ann and Pete Gibbons, who 
have moved to Weston on the Green after many 
years of contribution and concern for our 
community.
We will also miss Gary Chalmers and his son 
Hamish and daughter Harley, who have moved 
to Ambrosden.  Gary shared generously of his time 
and talent while here, and was indeed “only a 
phone call away” when disaster struck on the 
computer!  
Also missed will be John and Debbie Coulter, 
who are now renting while looking for smaller 
accommodations in Oxfordshire.  

IN MEMORY
Walter Scragg, passed away 2 March after a long 
illness.  Oxford born and bred, he had lived in 
Beckley 23 years and was one of this newsletter’s 
faithful distributers.  Our condolenses to his wife 
Cynthia, and their three daughters.

Arthur Onslow, of Fairview Cattery on Horton 
Road, died 21 April.  

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOUR
As soon as I became editor of the newsletter, I had 
known I wanted to interview Geoff Mills,  who 
commuted between Shanghai and his stone cottage 
on Church Street.  Geoff and his wife Suzie had 
met in Hong Kong, started married life in Oxford, 
moved to Shanghai in 1994, and  after eleven years, 
bought The Old Bakehouse in Beckley, where 
Suzie and daughter Olivia and son Graham moved 
while the children went to school - Olivia to 
Wheatley Park, and Graham to Beckley.  Now 
Geoff is phasing down his base in China and 
spending more and more time in the UK. And I was 
able to find him - in an apron - having just finished 
staining the garden shed turned summerhouse. 
Suzie and Graham came to Beckley in 2001 for the 
house, the view, the people, and the proximity to 
Oxford and its openness to the world.  
Geoff was born in Lewisham, Bromley and moved 
to Maidstone as a boy.  Of the first generation to 
benefit from free university education in this 
country, he entered the “clearing scheme”, and was 
accepted at Dundee, where he joined the Territorial 
Army and discovered the outdoors.  One of his 
professors got him an internship with a leading 
engineering consulting firm. Geoff joined the 
company after graduation, and has had a 
fascinating career working on projects around the 
world.   
He was sent to Hong Kong “for a month” to help 
with the development of that city’s waste 
management strategy, where he met Suzie, and a 
month became a year.  They returned to Oxford for 
three years, Geoff began his own project 
management company managing construction 
projects in Shanghai and Beijing, and they moved 
to Shanghai in 1994.  
“My parents were married in Peckham and my 
mother never saw the sea until she was 16 years 
old,” says Geoff.  “ I was the first in our family to 
go to university.  I got into project development for 
construction companies in China at a time when the 
city of Shanghai was expanding at the rate of four 
cities of London (4 square miles) a year.  I am bad 
at languages, but always had people around me  
who could speak Chinese.”
Geoff calls Beckley “Heaven on earth”.   He and 
Suzie (and son Graham) can be seen regularly 
walking Otmoor as well as at book signings 
(Graham’s love), and village activities, including 
Geoff’s current role as (temporary) chair of the 
village hall management committee, where in 
Beckley as in China, we are ‘living in interesting 
times’.  
Doesn’t Beckley attract the most amazing people?



OXFORDSHIRE WOODFUEL 
PROGRAMME BULLETIN

Chalara / ash die-back:  You will probably have 
heard about chalara in the news.  It is a spore-borne 
disease which is expected to kill nearly all ash in 
the coming years.  A small proportion – maybe one 
in 100 trees – will be immune.  As ash trees come 
into leaf, it will become apparent if they have 
chalara or not.  Signs of the disease include wilting 
leaves, brown veins in the leaves, and browning of 
young stems.  Forestry Commission advice is not to 
fell ash trees unless they are ill: the felled tree 
might be in the 1% that are immune.  Besides, the 
spores can travel huge distances so felling trees as a 
prophylactic measure is not effective.  If you are 
aware of ash trees with chalara, 
www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara gives advice on what 
to do.  they can be used as firewood unless the 
government places a special order on the trees that 
prohibits their movement.

Time to buy firewood and stoves/boilers: The 
woodfuel cutting year may be over, but this is the 
time to buy firewood and store it for next autumn, 
and also to think about installing a wood stove or 
boiler.  The website www.oxonwoodfuel.org.uk, 
provides lots of advice on this, including 
information on the Renewable Heat Incentive and 
lists of woodfuel and wood stove suppliers.

Woodfuel study visits: There will be three 
woodfuel themed study visits in the coming 
months: on 15 April, 1 June and 8 June.  The first 
and last of these will each involve a visit to a 
woodland, a wood processor and an interesting 
wood boiler.  The 1 June event is a unique 
opportunity to visit a woodland in a Ministry of 
Defence site, and taste wild rabbit if you want.  The 
cost is £25-£30 and numbers are limited.  More 
information is at www.oxonwoodfuel.org.uk/
woodfuel-site-visits. 

Logs for labour: Thank you to everyone who 
contacted me about this.  We have had five 
successful events this spring, and hope to roll out 
the programme much more widely next autumn.  If 
you are a woodland owner who could use some 
free help with woodland management in return for 
people taking some firewood (labour for your logs), 
or if you would like to work outdoors in return for 
some firewood (logs for your labour), please get in 
touch with me. 

Firewood quality standard: The Oxfordshire 
Woodfuel Programme is setting up a quality 
standard for small-scale firewood suppliers in 
Oxfordshire, called 'OxLogs'.  It aims to provide 
transparency about the amount, type, length and 
moisture content of firewood, and in time improve 
firewood quality.   OxLogs suppliers will state the 
amount of wood in 'cubic metres tossed' (tossed is 
how it comes off the truck; a tossed cubic metre is 
about 0.7 stacked cubic metres); type as hardwood, 
softwood or mixed; and moisture content as <25% 
which is ready to burn, or unclassified which 
buyers would need to season themselves.  Please 
ask your supplier if they provide OxLogs.

Riki Therivel www.oxonwoodfuel.org.uk/logs-
for-labour.

LATE NEWS FROM THE 
OXFORDSHIRE WOODFUEL 
PROGRAMME

We have places left on two woodfuel visits:

Sat 1 June 10 am – 4 pm  A unique opportunity to 
see MOD Bicester Garrison's woodland,  try wild 
rabbit, and take home as much firewood as you can 
fit in your car.  £30.  Contact Gary Beckett at 
gbeckett_13@btopenworld.com, 07810 756110 .

Sat 8 June  9:40 am – 3:40pm  Thrupp Wood 
near Kidlington, Sustainable Kirtlington's 
woodfuel production, and Manor House Stoves.   
Starts/ends at Water Eaton P&R.  £25.  Contact 
Fiona.Danks@oxonrcc.org.uk , 01865 883488.

The woodfuel programme has received several 
offers of unseasoned logs at a good price.  It is 
mostly willow and would require cutting into 
lengths and storing under cover for at least one 
summer.  Contact manager@oxonwoodfuel.org.uk.

If you have a woodland that could use some help, 
or are happy to work in a woodland in return for 
logs, please see www.oxonwoodfuel.org.uk/logs-
for-labour.
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EasyFundraising for Beckley Village Hall

How it works

It works in a similar way to many other loyalty shopping sites, but instead of earning points when you 
shop, your online purchases raise money for the Beckley Village Hall New Building Fund. It's as simple as 
that!  We have already raised £222.09; just think how much more we could raise when you and others in 
the village join in.

You can shop with over 2,000 well known stores and each will donate up to 15% of what you spend. 

It doesn't cost you a penny more

The great thing is it won't cost you any more, plus we've got lots of voucher codes and special 
discounts so you can actually save money while you help Beckley Village Hall. There is no cost for the 
good cause either – our service is totally free.
How to generate donations

It's very simple - once you've registered with us, when you shop with one of our retailers, our system 
makes a note of your purchase, collects the donation from the retailer and passes it to your chosen 
good cause. That's it! No hassle for you, we do all the hard work while you shop as you normally would.
Get started

It's really easy to get started (we don't call it easyfundraising for nothing!)
If you would like to support Beckley Village Hall please sign up for free at http://
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/beckleyvh and use the links on the EasyFundraising site to take you to 
the retailer; a percentage of whatever you spend comes directly to us at no extra cost to you.  So:
1.         Go to http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk

2.         Click on ‘Find a cause’ and select ‘Beckley & Stowood Village Hall’.

3.         Fill out the quick form to register your details.

4.         Find the retailer you want to shop with.

5.         Click to visit the retailer, then shop as you normally would.

6.         Your donation will be shown in Beckley Village Hall’s easyfundraising account within 30 days.

Find & Remind tool
Use our fantastic ‘Find & Remind’ tool to make sure you never miss a donation. Supporters who use Find & 
Remind raise on average up to 5 times more! Simply download the Find & Remind bar from the 
easyfundraising site, and every time you look for a product the search box will be right there where you need 
it to be.  There are over 2000 retailers on easyfundraising - you might not remember them all but Find & 
Remind will.  Safe to use - no adware or spyware.  Once you start raising funds, you can check the cause 
leader board and see if you can make it into the top 10! 
Surfing the web
You can also raise money for your cause every time you search the web with easysearch.org.uk. If you 
have registered with easyfundraising, it will also appear on easysearch and you and other supporters 
will raise ½p with every search. It may not sound a lot but it all adds up!

__________________________________________________________________
BECKLEY BOOK CLUB
We met in May and had a lively discussion on 
Canada by Richard Ford.  Our next discussion 
group will be held at 8 p.m. on Friday, 12 July at 
Helen and John Stradling's home, The Ridings, 
High Street when we will be considering two very 
different publications, but both published some 
time ago.  Firstly a non-fiction book: Adam's 
Curse: A Future Without Men, by Bryan Sykes and 
secondly, Paradise by Abdulrazak Gurnah. 

The Group convenes on average every six to seven 
weeks in members' homes and as always, we will 
be delighted to see new people.  Newcomers to the 
village are, of course, especially welcome.
Further information from Sue Cloke,  358 881 e-
mail: tcloke@waitrose.com)
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VILLAGE HALL NEW BUILD 
PROJECT
The recent period since the publication of the last 
newsletter has seen significant progress. At that 
time, a planning application for the new hall was 
being considered by SODC and this has now been 
approved without any changes being requested. The 
Parish Council and the Village Hall Management 
Committee wrote to all households to encourage 
any concerns that there may be about the plans to 
be sent to the SODC planning authorities. There 
were some objections raised, but overall there were 
more letters of support. Objections focussed 
primarily on scale and requesting a smaller scheme, 
perhaps without any sports changing facilities. A 
decision was made to have a reduced scheme 
drawn up in order to allow a thorough examination 
of the extent to which a smaller hall could meet the 
aims that had governed the development of the 
approved scheme (and the outcomes that would 
qualify us to be considered for a grant from Big 
Lottery), as well as to inform discussion on the 
merits of each. This discussion formed part of a 
public meeting which took place in a crowded hall 
on 23 May, and included presentations by the chair 
of the PC (as the owner of the site and hall and so 
the developer of the new hall and grant applicant) 
and by the architects AC&C. After discussion and 
debate, there was overwhelming support for the 
current scheme with planning approval and sports 
changing to be the basis of our Lottery grant 
application.

The other significant step forward has been to 
submit grant applications, the results of which are 
critical for the implementation of the development 
plan within a timescale that would allow building 
of the new hall to begin in 2014. One of these 
submissions was to SODC and their response is due 
at the end of June. Our application to Big Lottery 
has to proceed through three separate stages; the 
initial stage has been negotiated successfully and 
the Stage 2 submission will be made during the 
summer. The outcome of this second stage will not 
be known until later in the year.
The Beckley village web site http://www.beckley-
and-stowood.gov.uk/ is regularly updated, and the 
pages devoted to the village hall include many 
documents relating to the new build project: 
background documents including minutes of 
meetings, the survey report etc; FAQS, that may 
over time be extended from the version distributed 

to the village recently; and details of the scheme 
itself. Meanwhile, any enquiries about the new 
build project should be addressed to David Scott, 
Chair of the Parish Council; email at 
chairman@beckley-and-stowood.gov.uk or 
telephone 351607.

EDITORIAL  NOTE
Many thanks once again to all who contributed to 
the newsletter and its distribution. We publish four 
times a year at the end of February, May, August, 
and November. News items, articles, pictures, and 
features of general interest are welcomed, with the 
Editor reserving the right to edit material and the 
Editor’s decision to be final.  
Ann Henman 351 492 annhenman@gmail.com.

______________________________________

Friends, Villagers, and Families are invited to...

THE BIG BECKLEY VILLAGE PICNIC
                 On Sunday 30 June
Up at ‘The Rec’ from 12pm onwards
Featuring Pete Burt’s Rounders Match at 2pm
                 and an ice cream van

So bring a hamper of food, a rug and enough 
money to treat yourself to a double 99!
     For last minute weather checks visit
       wwwbeckley-and-stowood.gov.uk
We will cancel by 11am if it’s raining that day
                  Picnic Co-ordinator
          Ant de Vere (01865) 351 714
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