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NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 

NOVEMBER 2012 

The parish council met on 6
 
September, 3 October 

and 14
  
November. 

The Village website 
 
Andi Sheeka and Adrian Hampshire are hard at 

work getting the website up-to-date: www.beckley-

and-stowood.gov.uk  

Correspondence 

Every month the Parish Council receives letters, 

information and correspondence from local 

organisations, charities and agencies.  Each item is 

listed under ‘Correspondence  Received’  in the 

monthly Parish Council minutes.  The minutes are 

posted on the parish council notice board, and if 

you would like to read any of the correspondence, 

please contact the Sue Cox Parish Clerk 351 415 

beckleyparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk     

 

Bonfire night 

In between the rains of October and the storms of 

November, how lucky we were that the evening of 

November the 3rd was dry, crisp and clear!  The 

fireworks were spectacular, the bonfire the biggest 

ever! 

 

Not quite as many people attended as last year, 

perhaps because it was half-term, perhaps because 

the advertising posters were late going up - this will 

be addressed by the parish council for next year.  

The Village Hall Committee sold hot drinks, 

mulled wine and sausages in the hall, in aid of the 

new build fund.   FOBS, Friends of Beckley 

School, sold glow sticks, crisps and cold drinks in 

aid of the school (there was an element of 

confusion about other glow sticks and glow 

necklaces also on sale and this will also be sorted 

out by the parish council before next year’s 

fireworks).   

 

The litter pick planned for the following morning 

had to be abandoned because of torrential rain, so 

the firework debris is being picked up ad hoc.  If 

you are walking on the playing field and spot any 

remaining debris (especially sparkler sticks), it 

would be great if you could pick up any bits you 

see and put in the black wheelie-bin by the village 

hall front door.  Thank you! 

Playground 

The rampant weeds which were growing under the 

zip wire have all been cleared.  
 
School car parking 

There continue to be problems at times with 

dangerous parking at the Common Road / New Inn 

Road junction.  The police are aware.  Please park 

safely, and if at all possible use the car park at the 

Abingdon Arms.  
 
Christmas tree recycling 

The village is participating in the Christmas tree 

recycling scheme run by South Oxfordshire District 

Council.  The trees will be turned into wood chip. 

The drop off-point for xmas trees will be the yard 

at Folly Farm (on Common Road), during the first 

two weeks in January.   

If it snows, if it snows …..  
Arrangements are in place for snow clearance 

through the village, and we have a good supply of 

salt in stock for gritting the roads. 

If you need to leave your car in New Inn Road 

when it snows, please park in such a way that the 

road is not obstructed, so the snow plough can get 

through.         Clare Marsh,  parish councillor 

 
 

Beckley Church Carols and Claret 

Sunday 16
 
December at 6pm 

Readings and carols by candlelight, followed by 

mulled wine and mince pies, a tradition in Beckley 

for many years. Do come and take part in this 

wonderful Christmas celebration.  

                      Gina Robson 351 637

http://www.beckley-and-stowood.gov.uk/
http://www.beckley-and-stowood.gov.uk/
mailto:beckleyparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk


                                                                                       

 

BECKLEY COMMUNITY ORCHARD 
 

In my last update I said that we were about to move 

from planning to planting – and so we have! We 

have bought 20 trees, all of them local varieties, 

and at the time of writing 6 have now been planted. 

The planting positions for the rest have been 

prepared and the stakes for the stock guards have 

been bashed in. 
 
We held our opening event on Sunday 18

 

November. The sun shone, nearly 40 people 

attended and enjoyed sloe gin made by Pat Moss 

from Constables Piece fruit, a gallon of cider and 

plenty of homemade nibbles to soak it all up. One 

of the Beckley Reds was planted by some of the 

Friends of Beckley Community Orchard – an event 

captured on camera; and our friends from the 

Wolvercote Community Orchard planted a 

Wolvercote Pippin by way of thanks from us for 

their very generous donation to purchase three 

trees. And the sun shone!!! 
 
Our first working party had to be called off because 

of dreadful weather – sleet and a howling gale, but 

the weather has been kind to us since! Seeing 

Constables Piece swarming with fellow villagers 

carrying stakes, wielding post rammers, hammers, 

drills, and spades has been a really wonderful sight 

and we have made tremendous progress. So, thank 

you to all “Friends of…” who have come to help. 

We will continue to publish the future dates for 

working parties. 
 
Each of the first 20 trees will have its own 

individual label designed, drawn and coloured by 

the children of Kate White’s art class. They are 

wonderful and vibrant and by the look of them the 

bio-diversity of the orchard is going to include 

some unusual and very large creatures!!! But a big 

“thank you” to Kate and the children for such 

lovely pieces of art work. 

 

We have been thrilled at the response in the village 

inviting households to support the project through 

membership of the Friends of Beckley Orchard. We 

now have over 50 households signed up with many 

of them attending working parties. If you would 

like to know more and also perhaps sign up please 

email me; peter_m_ross@hotmail.com  

 

We have received some very generous personal 

donations – thank you; you know who you are. In 

addition Thames Water is to give us £350 to plant a 

hedge down the boundary between the orchard and 

their track – again a very generous and unexpected 

gift. 

 

The winter edition of the Orchard News will go out 

to all “Friends” by early December.       

                             Peter Ross 

 
 
 
VILLAGE WEB SITE 
www.beckley-and-stowood.gov.uk 
The Beckley village website is undergoing change. 

Gary Chalmers has performed a great service 

setting up and maintaining the original website, but 

is not able to carry on with the work necessary to 

keep the website up to date, so he has handed the 

baton on to Andi Sheeka. 

Andi is focusing on updating the content of the 

current website. If you have any additions or 

changes you would like to see, please email Andi at 

andisheeka@hotmail.com. 

In parallel with this, we are undertaking a complete 

redesign of the website using a newer technology 

that will hopefully make it much easier to maintain 

up to date information on the website and allow 

members of our village to make contributions 

themselves directly to the new site. 

We are working towards launching the new site at 

the start of the New Year or, maybe, before. 

This major redesign offers an excellent opportunity 

to improve the site by adding new capabilities. We 

are very interested to hear any suggestions you 

have for the services that the website provides or 

the way that information is presented. Many things 

are possible with new website technology, so don’t 

hesitate to suggest capabilities that you think would 

be useful to add. Think also about what you have 

seen on other sites, which you think would be 

useful additions to the Beckley village website. 

While we are up for a challenge, we may not be 

able to accomplish everything that you can imagine 

but we’ll be happy to try! 

Please email your suggestions to either 

andisheeka@hotmail.com or to 

ah@thehampshires.com 

Andi Sheeka, Adrian Hampshire 

mailto:peter_m_ross@hotmail.com
mailto:andisheeka@hotmail.com


                                                                                       

VILLAGE HALL UPDATE 

 

Dear fellow villagers,  

 
Somewhat to my surprise, I find myself chairing  

a newly constituted village hall management  

committee (VHMC). So this seems a timely  

moment to inform you of where we are with 

plans for a new village hall and what happens  

next. 2013 could be a very busy year. But first,  

without fear of self-congratulation since I have  

not been involved at all until now, I hope you  

will join me in thanking all those committee  

members past and present who over the past two  

years have devoted a huge amount of time and  

effort to the new build project; not forgetting  

those who have continued the essential task of  

keeping the existing hall operational. As I plough  

through past minutes and papers, I am made 

aware of the vast effort made by these willing  

volunteers that has brought us to were are now.  

 
When I provisionally indicated that I might be 

willing to chair the VHMC, I had some  

reservations because I thought the existing 

committee structure (three committees, not 

including the Parish Council) was unduly  

complicated. Fortunately, others were of the  

same opinion and before I was formally asked,  

the structure had been simplified to just one  

committee consisting of eighteen members.  

One of my first actions was to ensure that all  

eighteen members were trustees, registered with 

the charity commission. I must dwell for a  

moment on this governance issue because it is  

important. Trustees are legally responsible for the  

control and management of the charity and  

particularly financial control. A trustee would be 

personally liable for a breach of trust or duty. In  

practice the risk is very small. We take out trustee  

liability insurance and the charity commission talks 

of treating trustees kindly if they have behaved  

honestly and reasonably. Nevertheless, the trustees  

carry the responsibility of the fund raising,  

financing and completion of a new hall; and those  

eighteen individuals listed below will take the final 

key decisions about what, how and when we build.  

I am very happy with the composition of the 

committee. It seems to me that there is an excellent  

mix of age, gender and experience.  

 

Having emphasised that the trustees have the  

responsibility for the key decisions, I will also  

emphasise that they have the responsibility to listen  

to, and according to their own judgement, respond  

to the views of members of the village. In short, 

trustees must be in a position to be lobbied by 

villagers who have enough data to argue 

effectively. 

 

 

I will explain the consultation process that we have 

put in place below, following a brief description of  

the current status of the project and what actions 

are likely in the first quarter of next year. 

 

The existing village hall, that has served us well  

since the beginning of the 1980s, is hovering on the 

brink of condemnation as a public building. The 

most recent structural survey has indicated that it 

would be unusable within two to three years. Our 

current plans for a replacement are based on the  

results of a village survey that was completed in  

October 2010.  

 
Features that had most support were: 
 

(1)   A hall that might seat up to 120 with flexible 

use, including potential for soft sports and a 

fixed or removable stage 

 

(2)    A bigger kitchen than in the existing hall 

 

(3)    A small meetings room 

 

(4)    An entrance area 

 

(5)    Generous storage space  

 

In addition, there was support for sports changing 

facilities and a recognition that all features should 

meet sustainability standards.    

 

These requirements formed the basis of a brief to  

architects Aldington, Craig and Collinge (AC&C)  

who were contracted to develop a scheme to the 

point of submission for planning approval. The  

appointment of AC&C was the result of a major  

effort involving visits to a number of village halls  

to get ideas, approaches to 14 designers/architects, 

presentations from a short list and final selection.  

The plan developed by AC&C was presented to  

the village at the meeting in June 2012 and is 

shown in the three illustrations below.  

For convenience, I will refer to this as Plan A.  

 

Since any final decision will be critically  

constrained by how much money has been raised,  

our contract with AC&C ensures that we keep our  

options open with regard to a future design team  

and procurement route. Timing and flexibility are  

both critical factors. Planning permission and  

reasonably accurate costing precedes grant  

applications. What is finally achievable is  

dependent on funds obtained. It is relatively  

straightforward to obtain permission to reduce the  

size of a building that has been approved; but 

usually difficult to change to something bigger. 

                  (continued on next page) 



                                                                                       

 

Funds raised by the village are absolutely crucial to  

the success of a funding application because it is a 

very strong measure of our enthusiasm and  

commitment to the project. Already the village has  

raised £16323 from a wide variety of social events,  

sponsored personal achievements and generous  

donations and we can all be greatly encouraged by  

this. Nevertheless, local fund raising efforts will  

inevitably account for a relatively small percentage  

of the funds we will need and the bulk will have to 

come from major funding agencies. 
 
Some actions for the immediate future are as 

follows: 
 
A small working group is drawing up a post-build  

business plan to determine as accurately as possible 

what the running costs of Plan A are likely to be.  
 
On dates to be confirmed in January 2013 detailed  

drawings of Plan A will be on show in the village  

hall for your leisurely perusal. Some members of 

the committee will be in attendance. Your feedback  

and/or questions can either be on a form left in a  

drop box in the hall or an email to the chair  

michaelw@earth.ox.ac.uk  Notes of approval are  

just as important as criticism. 

 

Early in the New Year, there will be a crucial  

decision to be made regarding our preferred  

procurement option, which will be influenced by 

the results of the previous two actions. This needs 

to be in time for an application for funding in 

March to the Southern Oxfordshire District 

Council. 

 
The Beckley Village website is currently  

undergoing a revamp. By the time you receive  

this letter, there will be a redesigned section  

devoted to the village hall. All minutes of the  

village hall management committee, once  

approved, will be displayed, along with any  

important documents pertaining to the meetings 

Drawings and structural details of Plan A will  

be accessible as will the original results from the  

village survey. If you register your email address  

with the secretary (prudickson@gmail.com) you  

will, from time to time, be sent a message alerting  

you to any new material that has been added to the  

web page or you may be treated to a progress report 

from the chair.    

 

 Yours sincerely, 

 Michael Worthington (BVHMC Chair)351 270 
 
 

Appendix A:  Trustees of Beckley Village Hall 
 
 Mary Ashdown                  Bob Bixby 

 Rupert Carruthers              Ted Cloke 

 Nick Crowley                    Peter Dickson 

 Pru Dickson                       Anthea Dobry 

 

 

 Eion Fitzsimons                Peter Gosney 

 Clare Marsh                      Geoff Mills 

 Tom Norman                     Becky Paton 

 Gail Scott                           Fiona Singleton 

 Tom Smith                         Michael Worthington 

 

 

Appendix B: Village Hall Plan A designed 

by local architects Aldington, Craig and 

Collinge (AC and C). 

  
Their concept of a building forming part of the 

landscape is an attractive, harmonious solution to 

the future needs of the village:  

  

• The main hall is a multi-purpose 

space accommodating 120 people for 

meals; theatrical production with  stage area: film 

shows; informal sport including badminton, soft 

tennis, bowls etc; clubs and societies, children’s 

 play and many other communal activities 

• Second meeting/ committee room 

• The Foyer is a large space connecting the halls, 

meeting rooms and kitchen, the hub of the building 

which serves as both reception and break out space 

to the main hall 

• Spacious, well equipped kitchen 

• Changing Facilities/Showers for sports and 

drama  

• Storage internal and external 

• Toilet and disabled facilities 

• Space for marquees and future expansion.  

• Sited to accommodate all current sporting 

activities such as football, tennis and cricket and 

the childrens play area 

• Commanding views of activities on the field  

• Extensive views across the widely sweeping 

Otmoor plain in an arc from the 

village church tower to the north west, around 

to Brill in the north east 

• Natural flow and expansion of activities in the 

hall onto the field 

• Raised decks and terraces to give outdoor seating 

areas 

• New landscaping, with the best mature trees 

retained 

• Screening of the enlarged car park, a clear divide 

between car parking and field activities.  Coherent 

containment and control of vehicles so as not to 

detract from the user experience both within the 

building and the effect on the whole site. Cycle 

Parking 

• Sustainable, highly insulated and energy efficient 

while using simple and ‘natural’ technologies 

offering low maintenance cost 

• Ecological green roofs and planting 

mailto:michaelw@earth.ox.ac.uk
mailto:prudickson@gmail.com


                                                                                       

• Plenty of natural light. 

• Low and minimal carbon technologies such as 

solar heating. 

 

 

 

BROADBAND  
Several people have been working on a solution  

for faster broadband for Otmoor villages.  BT  

Openreach have come up with a solution for Islip, 

but Gigaclear seems the only solution for many 

other villages, excluding Islip who have 

the choice between BT and Gigaclear.  

 

Irrespective of what Islip do we are in the  

position now of needing to raise enough interest 

for Gigaclear within a month. There has been a 

huge amount of verbal interest, yet little action in  

that not many have registered so far on the 

Gigaclear website: 

http://www.gigaclear.com/communities/otmoor/ 

 

All that needs is 150 properties from Beckley, 

Noke, Woodeaton and Elsfield to express an  

interes by submitting a short form on the Gigaclear  

website (no commitment). Gigaclear then follow it  

up once the target has been reached and take £100  

deposits from each and we’ll all have the fastest 

broadband in the country by May 2013 
 
Gigaclear’s website has most of the information. 

 

Key points are: 
 
Register your interest (no commitment yet) for  

Ultrafast broadband at 

 http://www.gigaclear.com/comm 

 

 

Gigaclear offer a 1000 Mbps fibre broadband  

connection to each property in Beckley, Noke,  

Woodeaton and Elsfield. 

 

Every property will get a connection point - only 

connect if you want ultrafast broadband. (This  

might add 5%+ to the value of your property). 

 

No usage limits, same speeds upload and download  

and no drop in speeds at certain times of the day. 

 

Keep your phone number & telephony for around 

£5 / month (inc. call charges) on VOIP (eg Skype, 

Vonage). 

 

No need to keep your £15.45 / month BT landline - 

plus extra for calls, call packages (£5 per month), 

call connection fees (13.7p per call), features 

(£6.60 for two) - they’re all included on VOIP. 

 

Package cost comparison for those who use their 

landline for calls, as well as broadband, is £42.99 

for Gigaclear to £52.95 for BT 

 

Only £100 connection fee which includes DIY 

installation kit (£85 typical installation cost if DIY  

is daunting – if you can wire a door bell you’ll be  

capable) 

 

 

 

We need at least 150 properties to register by 14  

December.to get the go ahead from Gigaclear 

 

Realistic installation date by May 2013 if we 

register by 14 December. 

 

Register online today, and don’t forget to tell your 

neighbours!  

http://www.gigaclear.com/communities/otmoor/ 

 

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 

call   James Dolleymore 378 795 

         Oxford Country Cottages  

         www.oxfordcountrycottages.co.uk  

         Lower Farm  Noke  Oxford   OX3 9TX 

 

 

POPPY COLLECTION  
 
This year we raised a grand total of £707.50. 

  
Huge thanks go to everyone for being so generous 

and particularly to my wonderful collectors. 

  

If anyone would like to volunteer help for next year 

I would be extremely grateful.  Liz Reis 351 259 

 
 
 
BECKLEY INTEREST GROUP 
 
On November 8

th
  we held a special “meet the 

Vicar” evening, when about 25 people came to 

meet Andrew Pritchard-Keens and hear his 

fascinating talk about his life’s journey from 

childhood in Harlow, via Durham University and 

teachers’ training, to ordination. As we hoped it 

would be, it was an enjoyable opportunity to get to 

know Andrew, and meet him in a social setting.  

 

Our next event will be a Christmas Lunch at the 

Star at Stanton St John on Friday 7 December at 

1.00pm, meet at the Abingdon Arms for coffee at 

11.00am for those who would like to walk to the 

Star.                Ann Day 351 581    

      
THE CHURCH DOORS 
 
The outer porch doors of the church have been 

beautifully restored, and are back in position, 

preserved for posterity. They need to be kept 

propped open under the cover of the porch, so 

cannot be used regularly. Do go and see them if 

you have not done so already!  

http://www.gigaclear.com/communities/otmoor/
http://www.gigaclear.com/communities/otmoor/
http://www.gigaclear.com/communities/otmoor/
mailto:jamesdolleymore@o2.co.uk
http://www.oxfordcountrycottages.co.uk/


                                                                                       

 
Very many thanks to everyone who contributed so 

generously towards their repair and conservation. 

                   Gina Robson  351 637 

 

 

 

 

BECKLEY SCHOOL BINGO NIGHT 
 

1 MARCH 2013   
 

MILLENIUM HALL 
 

HORTON CUM STUDLEY 
 

ALL WELCOME  6.30pm - 8:.0pm 

 

Martin Pauling 07814875271 

 

 

BOOK CLUB 
 
We met on the 23 of November to discuss both The 

Citadel and Philida and although it turned out to be 

a small but august group, views were aired at 

length.    
  
We've arranged the next meeting for 8pm Friday, 

11 January 2013 at the home of Donna and Chris 

(Rhulan), close to the post box in the High Street, 

so do hope that it's convenient for those who were 

unable to make the last meeting.  The chosen book 

is: The Gift of Rain by Tan Twan Eng and is 

available from the following suppliers: 

Amazon Paperback:  £6.74    Kindle:  £4.19  

Blackwells  Paperback  £8.99 Kindle Not listed 

Waterstones Paperback  £6.79 Kindle Not listed 
       (above prices are if ordered on line) 
 
     Happy Reading.    Sue Cloke 358 881 

 

AUTO CRIME PREVENTION 
 
Recently there has been a sharp upturn in vehicle 

related crime (including theft of and theft from 

motor vehicles) across the area. Thames Valley 

Police have produced a leaflet to inform/warn 

people and we are looking for the best way to 

distribute it amongst the various parishes on the 

area. 
   
“Christmas shopping plan” which not only gives 

timely advice regarding burglary etc but also gives 

info relevant to the recent car crime issue. The 

pdf’s are colour and A5 sized however I’m sure 

they can be changed by the editors to a more 

suitable size etc. Unfortunately our image 

manipulation software at a local level is very basic 

(as you will probably see!) 
 
PCSO Ken Cooney C9814 

Wheatley Neighbourhood Police Team 

Thame Police station 

Greyhound Lane 

Thame 

Oxfordshire 

OX9 3ZD 

Non emergency number: 101 

 

 

MUNTJACS IN THE GARDEN 
 

Do you have problems with the local Muntjac deer 

population grazing your prize blooms? If so, you 

may be interested in the following tip, it is probably 

the most unlikely gardening advice you will ever 

receive! 

 

When you buy fruit or vegetables from the 

supermarket, save the net bags in which they are 

packed. (Alternatively, ladies tights or stocking are 

equally suitable). Purchase a few bars of Wrights 

Coal Tar soap and put a piece of soap in each net or 

stocking. Place them at strategic intervals around 

your flower beds and, lo and behold, the deer are 

apparently repelled by the smell!  Try it, it really 

does work!  

 

Since mid summer, we have been able to remove 

protective nets from our roses and, whilst the deer 

still come into our garden, they definitely keep 

their distance from the soap!" 

                  Sue and Ted Cloke 358 881 

 

 

ART GROUP MEETINGS IN THE 

VILLAGE HALL 
 
The Art Group meets on Friday mornings in the 

Village Hall from 9:30 -12.30. We are a very social 

group and welcome all abilities so please do not 

think that 'I'm not good enough'. Some of the 

existing members had little experience when they 

started but have since commented that working 

within our supportive group of like-minded and 

enthusiastic individuals has greatly improved their 

abilities.  
 
We work in most types of media - at any one time 

we may have oils, acrylics, pastels and water colour 

projects under way so there is a lot of variety in 

how we work. Similarly, the subject matter is 

eclectic. 
 
I have been a member since the group started to 

meet and have found that with the help and 

encouragement I have received that even I, 

occasionally, can produce something worth looking 

at. It is a stimulating, enjoyable and relaxing 

atmosphere and I can definitely recommend it as a 

way escaping life's pressure even if only for a few 

hours. 

 



                                                                                       

The new year programme will start on January 11th 

and if you have an interest in joining or would just 

like to talk about what we do in more detail please 

give me a call on 01865 358881 or email me at 

tcloke@waitrose.com -  we would love to 

welcome you.       Ted Cloke   358 881 

 

 
BUYING WOODFUEL AND DIRECTORY 

OF WOODFUEL SUPPLIERS 
 
The Oxfordshire Community Woodfuel 

Programme is a new initiative run by the Trust for 

Oxfordhire's Environment and several partner 

organisations.  It aims to help local communities to: 

 Connect with their local environment and 

local energy supply, and understand the 

productive nature of woodlands 

 Increase their supply and demand for 

woodfuel 

 In doing so, reduce their carbon footprints, 

improve their biodiversity, and reduce their 

'fuel miles' 

 

I am the programme manager and hope to send you 

regular briefings.  This first note is about buying 

woodfuel, for anyone with a wood burning stove or 

fireplace.  Please help your wallet, your flue, and 

your local woodfuel merchants by being an 

informed buyer. 

 

The environmental advantages of using woodfuel 

decrease the further the wood has to travel.  So aim 

to get your wood locally: from your community 

woodland or local woodland owners: look in shop 

windows or notice boards, or try 

www.sylva.org.uk/myforest/, 

www.woodfueldirectory.org and www.coppice-

products.co.uk.  Unless stated otherwise, wood 

from garage forecourts or supermarkets is unlikely 

to be local.  Kiln dried wood has been – as the 

name implies – heated up to drive off water.  This 

heating process uses energy, and also reduces the 

environmental advantage of burning wood.     

 

Logs are generally sold by the load, but there is no 

specification of what a 'load' is.  Rules of thumb 

for purchasing logs include: 

 

 Buy logs that have been dried for at least 

one year under cover, otherwise you may 

well get logs with a high moisture content, 

and spend much of the wood energy just 

turning this into steam.  The ends of dry 

wood often look greying and old, with 

radial lines of splitting.  Alternatively buy 

freshly cut logs, which will be cheaper, and 

dry them yourselves for a year under cover. 

 

 When completely dry, all wood produces 

roughly the same amount of energy per 

weight.  However hardwood (e.g. ash, 

hazel, fruit tree) logs weigh more than 

softwood (pine) logs, and so produce more 

energy per log.  This means that a tonne of 

hardwood logs will take up less space than 

a tonne of softwood logs, and fewer 'top 

ups' of hardwood logs will be needed to  

 

 keep a log stove running for a given time.  

So be clear about whether you are getting 

hardwood or softwood. 

 

 Make sure that the logs are cut short 

enough to fit into your stove. 

 

 Any logs that have a diameter of more than 

10cm (8 inches) should be split. 

 

 Look for certificates like HETAS and 

Woodsure, which guarantee wood quality.  

 

The Oxfordshire Community Woodfuel 

Programme is working on developing a 

specification for firewood, including what a 'load' 

means, and what moisture content the wood should 

have.  Watch this space! 
 
You could consider buying woodfuel as a group.  

It is easier and cheaper for a supplier to serve one 

large customer than many small customers, so 

community woodfuel buying scheme may get a 

better price because of these economies of scale.  

The Oxfordshire Rural Community Council runs a 

community oil buying scheme, and may be able to 

provide advice on setting up a similar scheme for 

logs: contact them at oil@oxonrcc.org.uk. 

 

Finally, we encourage woodfuel suppliers to 

register with websites so that people can more 

easily find their local suppliers.  The main free sites 

are www.sylva.org.uk/myforest/, 

www.woodfueldirectory.org and www.coppice-

products.co.uk.   And please contact me with 

any ideas and questions about woodfuel –    

Riki Therivel  243 488  riki@phonecoop.coop.  
 
EDITORIAL NOTE  
Many thanks once again to everyone who 

contributed to the newsletter and to those who 

distribute it to the homes of the Parish.  The 

newsletter is published four times a year at the end 

of February, May, August and November and we 

welcome news items, articles and features 

generally of local interest.  The Editor reserves the 

right to edit material and the Editor’s decision on 

all matters shall be final.   
 
As you will have read in other parts of the 

newsletter, another more up to date way of keeping 
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abreast of parish news will be by going to the 

website at www.beckley-and-stowood.gov.uk.  It 

has been suggested that those who would prefer to 

read the newsletter via the web site and not receive 

a printed copy may opt to do so, thus saving the 

Parish Council money and the distributers time and 

effort.  The chance to choose this option will 

appear on the website, and hopefully will be able to 

be put into practice for the March issue.   

 

Best wishes for the coming season and year ahead. 

Ann Henman 351 492  annhenman@gmail.com    
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