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JOIN US IN CELEBRATING  
OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEW 
VILLAGE HALL ON SATURDAY 18 
MARCH. 
At last, the new hall is finished! Huge thanks to 
the many residents of Beckley (past and 
present) who contributed to the design, fund-
raising and build phases of the project – and to 
the Hall Management Committee who will 
manage the hall on behalf of all of us (see their 
content in this newsletter) - and also to Anthea 
Dobry and the pantomime team for bringing us 
Beckley’s Cinderella. 

!  

Celebration Event for the official opening of 
the Village Hall  5-7pm - everyone welcome! 
There will be refreshments, drinks and nibbles, 
and a firework display at about 6.45pm. Come 
along anytime between 5-7pm to look round 
the new hall if you haven't already had the 
chance, and join in the fun. 

The Beckley Panto: -  
Matinee 2.30pm ,Evening performance 
7.30pm. Tickets for under 18 and 60 and above 
are £2.50; for 18-59 £5, and family tickets 
£15.00 – all from magsbetts@aol.com. 

The cast ranges from 6 to a lot older,  in the 
time honoured traditions of slapstick and fun. 
All areas of the creative team - writer, 
directors, designers, choreography  are under 
18, supported by the local community, parents 
family and friends, to pull off the story of rags 
to riches with songs, dancing and any amount 
of cross dressing. 

Tea / cakes etc will be served after the matinee 
performance; in addition drinks and nibbles 
will be served before the evening performance 
during the opening event from 5-7pm. 

Even in the new hall seating has limits, so for 
tickets please contact magsbetts@aol.com 
early!                        David Scott,  
             Chairman of the Parish Council 

!
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A BIG EVENT: BURNS NIGHT 
SUPPER 28 JANUARY 2017 
The first event held in the new Village Hall 
was organised by volunteers from Beckley 
Interest Group (BIG) led by Ann Henman and 
Judy Bushrod. To name everybody involved 
would be invidious but, suffice to say, we were 
not short of labour and the evening ran like 
clockwork! 
One hundred and twelve people attended, 
including eight teenagers recruited from the 
village as helpers. They were fed (and paid) for 
their work, so the new hall is creating 
employment!  Apparently, they also had Fun! 

On arrival, guests were served a glass of Cava 
and Canapés and when seated, a welcoming 
address was given by Geoff Mills (for the 
Village Hall) and David Scott (Chairman of the 
Parish Council).  At this point, the Haggis was 
piped in. It was duly addressed and 'mutilated' 
by Andrew McMichael and the Selkirk Grace 
delivered by Colin Fergusson.  
Our food - Haggis (of course), 'Tatties' and 
'Neeps', Cranachan followed by Cheese and 
Oatcakes (kindly donated by Mantina Lopez-
Portillo). The ceremonials included our Piper 
(Tim Key), Songs from the Northern Isles 
(Maeve Bayton) and a particularly good ‘Toast 
to the Lassies’ (José Ramón Lopez-Portillo).  
Poems by Burns were recited by Maggie 
Faulkner and Gary Chalmers (this, an excellent 
humorous 'spoof' featured 'The Donald' as its 
subject - and was earthy and hilarious). James 

Fairbairn, our MC, delivered a solo, sung item 
featuring Burns' immortal words. Impressive! 
A sing-along-a-Nick Lea with his 'angelic 
choir' of Debbie Burt, Emma Fergusson and 
Geoff Henman (including 'Auld Lang Syne’, of 
course) followed by the 'Mega Raffle' (Jan 
Weller) closed the evening's entertainment. 
Sales of drinks and the Raffle raised 
approximately £950 for village hall funds. 

The event (and the hall) received a lot of praise 
from guests and, slightly more than one year 
after the demolition of the earlier hall, one 
commented how good it was to see the 
villagers ‘getting together again’. It did seem 
that a lot of fun was being had. Raucous? - no, 
riotous? - tending that way, enjoyable? - most 
certainly! 
Our new hall enables us to accommodate 
approximately 50% more participants than 
previously and in greater comfort. Service of 
food from the much larger kitchen is quicker 
and allowed us to eat together and ensures that, 
most importantly, our food was hot - a massive 
improvement!  

We believe that, based on this event, we can 
say that the new hall deserves be a success and 
its official opening will be on March 18th 
2017. Featured will be two performances of a 
Pantomime written and created by Eleanor 
Giles, produced Ant de Vere with a large 
supporting as well as Afternoon Tea and 
Fireworks.  Be there!      Ted Cloke 
UPCOMING BIG ACTIVITIES 
BIG is open to all Beckley residents and 
friends.  Burns night involved so much talent 
and effort by so many people, and it was not so 
much begging people to help as trying to stay 
out of their way! Our coming few months will 
not involve so much effort by so many, other 
than from those doing the organising.  A 
morning coffee or lunch, a visit to view the 
bluebells at Nuffield, excursions to Kelmscott, 
the Oxford Town Hall and Sandhurst, wine 
tasting are in the works, with dates and times to 
be circulated by email.  Please let Judy 
Bushrod know if you would like to be on the 
BIG list.         Judybushrod@gmail.com 



ABINGDON ARMS NOW 
COMMUNITY OWNED 
Great news! The Beckley & Area Community 
Benefit Society (CBS) Ltd – with its 270 
members –  is now the proud owner of The 
Abingdon Arms, Beckley. This makes it the 
fifth community-owned pub in Oxfordshire. 

As you may know, Beckley & Area CBS 
launched a share offer to buy The Abingdon 
Arms in October last year and raised an 
amazing £475,750 from 270 investors: most of 
whom are from the local villages of Beckley, 
Horton-cum-Studley, Elsfield, Noke and 
Stanton St John but we also have investors 
from all around the UK and even the US and 
Australia too!  

With the finance raised, the Society made an 
offer to Brakspear to buy the pub. The offer 
was accepted in November and the community 
purchase completed on 26 January 2017. It has 
been a lot of hard work but it has been heart-
warming to see so many people supporting the 
project and has created a real sense of 
community cohesion. 

This is a great success story for the community 
but there are still challenges ahead. The 
Society is now looking for a professional 
tenant to build a successful business at The 
Abingdon Arms. With loads of potential as a 
free house close to the city of Oxford, a 
beautiful pub garden and the community 
behind the venture, we are looking forward to 
seeing applications flooding in now the 
purchase is complete. The Abingdon Arms 
hopes to follow other community pubs in the 
area, which are, without question, a resounding 
success. We are advertising in the Morning 
Advertiser over the next few weeks. If you 
know anyone who might be interested or have 
contacts in the pub or catering trade, please do 
get the word out. There’s more information on 
our website plus a job description and 
application form.  

The Beckley & Area CBS is now busy 
organizing an army of volunteers to come in 
over the next few weeks and get the pub ready 

for business with people on hand to clean, clear 
the garden, and do basic DIY and decorating. 
Thanks to all for offers of help and all the great 
work that’s been done so far. 

In the future, the Society would also like to 
develop The Abingdon Arms as ‘More than a 
Pub’ with services and facilities beyond the 
traditional role of a local pub, and have been 
offered a grant and loan to do so. Proposals 
include a local shop with essential goods 
(potentially run in conjunction with Stanton St 
John shop), a café, a bike repair service, a 
parcel collection service, socially inclusive 
functions, an art gallery and venue for music 
evenings. Let’s see. One step at a time. 

The Abingdon Arms is one of five community 
pubs in Oxfordshire – there are several within 
striking distance of Beckley: The Seven Stars 
at Marsh Baldon, The Bull at Great Milton, 
The Plough at Great Hasely; and the Red Lion 
at Northmoor, all with thriving pub businesses. 
With breweries and pub companies selling off 
pubs all the time, the community ownership 
model is becoming much more widespread.  

If you want to find out more about 
developments at The Abingdon Arms, go to our 
website:  www.savetheabingdonarms.org 

STOP PRESS: ABINGDON ARMS 
INTERIM OPENING:     

Celebrate the community's magnificent 
achievement in securing the future of 
our pub and the sterling work undertaken 
by so many volunteers to bring it back to 
life. 

'Open Evening' Friday 10 March,  
7.00 - 10.30pm 

'Open Day' Saturday 11 March,  
12.30 - 7.00pm 

Drinks (beers, wines, soft drinks) and snacks 
only.   Cash only sales. 

‘Bring your own food' sessions will follow.  
Volunteer bar staff required, training provided:.  
       email mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 

http://www.savetheabingdonarms.org
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NEWS FROM THE PARISH 
COUNCIL   
PRECEPT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR  
2017/18  
This is to be kept at the current level for 
household contributions.  
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN PROGRESS 
Design Criteria for Consultation 
We have drawn up a design guide that Planning 
Officers will need to follow for future 
developments in the Parish.   This is important 
as it contains guidance on what future housing 
should look like, parking etc.,  and will shape 
the development for the Parish in the future.  
The full document is available on the website.  
Please do give us feedback on your views of 
these design criteria via the short survey form 
on the website - https://
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NP-DESIGN-
FEEDBACK  or by e-mail -
camps.walsh@btinternet.com    
Local Organisation and Business Survey 
We want to ensure that local organisations and 
businesses are involved in the Neighbourhood 
Plan, so please give us your feedback in this 
survey - 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
BSNDPorganisations 
At a recent meeting on Neighbourhood 
Planning organised by John Howell MP we 
were updated on the Neighbourhood Planning 
Bill going through parliament and the fact that 
NPs in development would have more weight 
even before they were finally adopted. A recent 
Ministerial Statement gave greater protection 
to districts such as SODC where there is 
insufficient 5-year land supply, which currently 
allows developers the opportunity to attempt to 
develop in areas outside NPs and the Local 
Plan.  
The White Paper on Housing has been 
published which continues to protect the Green 
Belt. 
If you would like to join the Steering Group or 
one of the working parties, or have any queries 

or input please contact Ginette Camps-Walsh 
camps.walsh@btinternet.com 351 762 
NEW WICK FARM NOTICE BOARD 
This has recently been replaced so residents at 
Wick Farm can now have up to date Parish 
notices. 
RSPB AND ARMY TRAFFIC DOWN 
OTMOOR LANE 
A number of residents came to the February 
Parish Council meeting to complain about the 
large volume of traffic visiting the RSPB site at 
the end of Otmoor Lane and the problems they 
pose when the RSPB car park is full, parking in 
Otmoor Lane.  Army lorries visiting the firing 
range also create difficulties as they are too 
large to get around the corners.  The Parish 
Council will write to both organisations about 
the problems. 
DOG BINS 
A reminder that ‘dog poo’ can now be put into 
the new SODC  black bin (with gold writing) 
near to the pedestrian entrance on the 
Woodperry Road and behind the Village Hall 
Notice Board. There have been complaints 
people are not clearing up after their dogs.  
SODC WASTE RECYCLING 
A reminder not to put black or coloured bags in 
the green recycling bins.  
                       Ginette Camps-Walsh  
        Beckley and Stowood Parish Council 
Website - http://www.beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk/     Parish Council contact: Sue 
Cox Parish Clerk - clerk@beckley-and-
stowood-pc.gov.uk  or 01865 351415 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
The Beckley - Stowood Parish Newsletter is 
published four times a year on (or near) the 
first of March, June, September and December.  
Deadline for the summer 2017 issue is 20 May.  
Many thanks to all who contribute to writing, 
publishing, and distribution .  And a big thank 
you to everyone who responded to my plea for 
deliverers. It isn’t true that people will not 
volunteer unless you ask them-  at least not 
true in Beckley!     Ann Henman     
 01865 351 492       annhenman@gmail.com 

NEW MINIBUS 
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BECKLEY BOOK GROUP 
In February we met at the Weinsteins' and 
discussed Alan Johnson's memoirs of his 
impoverished London childhood in the 1950's 
and 60's This Boy, and  the spy thriller I am 
Pilgrim by Terry Hayes, a journalist who 
became a script-writer for Hollywood. 
We will next be meeting on Friday 31March at 
8.00 pm once again at the Weinsteins'. We will 
be discussing two contrasting books:  Anne 
Bronte's Agnes Grey and Queen of the 
Desert by Georgina Howell, about the life of 
the Victorian explorer Gertrude Bell.    
                          Chris Britton 
         christop.britton@btopenworld.com 

BECKLEY ART BOX 
Over the dark days and nights of the festive 
period and through deepest January, the Art 
Box has been filled with a simple but eye-
catching light installation by Adrian Pennink. 
By day the Box appeared empty; but, as if by 
magic, a radiant plant emerged as darkness fell. 
Adrian’s colourful light went a long way to off-
set the drab darkness of Beckley High Street 
during the pub’s closure. 

Now, as if overnight, the Art Box is filled with 
an impressive display of artwork entitled 
‘Characters from Traditional Tales’, by 
Reception and Year 1 pupils (ages 4 – 6) of 
Beckley Primary School. This features a 
community of characterful puppets: ‘sock’ 
puppets, hand puppets, spoon puppets. Do look 
at these colourful creatures and their vital 
expressions. We can only wonder what they all 
get up to when we are not looking!   This 
lovely display brings joy and vitality to our 
community. It’s an exhibition of which the 
children, their families and the school can be 
proud. 
We are always on the look-out for future Art 
Box displays. If you have a suggestion or can 
offer artwork for display, please contact me. 

  Mike Hobbs  mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com  

ARTWEEK IN BECKLEY  
The Otmoor Collective artweeks exhibition. 
May 13/14. 11am-6pm. Beckley village Hall.  

The Otmoor Collective is a group of 18 artists 
and creators brought together from around 
Oxfordshire to exhibit in this wonderfully 
designed village hall in the beautiful village of 
Beckley. 

A carefully curated exhibition offering an 
exciting and diverse range of original art and 
craft all under one roof. 

Come and see:- 
Paintings in a range of mediums and styles, 
including delicate botanical, abstract figurative, 
bold landscape and still life. 
Handwoven textiles and up-cycled textiles. 
-Unique up-cycled box-art using found objects. 
Mosaics, striking and original pieces both large 
and small. 
Delicate concrete pieces for the home and 
garden. 
Handmade jewellery in a variety of styles. 
Beautiful ceramics jugs, platters and other 
delicate pieces. 
Enjoy a cup of tea, coffee and a piece of cake 
available to buy at this venue. 

For more information please contact Becky 
Paton.       Becky@beckymosaics.co.uk 

mailto:christop.britton@btopenworld.com
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SODC DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S 
REPORT – February 2017  
Unitary Local Government for Oxfordshire 
All six councils in Oxfordshire had come to the 
conclusion that some form of unitary approach 
would save money and deliver services more 
efficiently.  The district councils jointly 
proposed three councils, South and Vale with 
population of 260K, Cherwell and West with 
250K and the City with 160K. However the 
Government made it clear that these were 
considered too small to be viable as unitaries – 
particularly the City.   
Faced with the effective alternatives of a single 
unitary council or carrying on with a two-tier 
system, both South and Vale have opted to join 
with the County in proposing the former. It is 
hoped to submit a formal proposal before the 
start of the County Council Elections campaign 
in April. 

Neighbourhood Planning Up-date 

Minister for Housing Gavin Barwell MP, 
announced new ways Neighbourhood Plans 
will affect development. This has significant 
implications for existing and up and coming 
Neighbourhood Plans and emphasises the 
importance of keeping them up to date. As 
expected the developers are none too keen on 
this provision, and they are challenging the 
minister’s decision with a Judicial Review. 
This may prove premature as the Government’s 
White Paper on Housing has now been 
published and it is anticipated that this 
provision will be included in the Bill. 

We want to ensure that local organisations and 
businesses are involved in the Neighbourhood 
Plan, so please give us your feedback in this 
survey -https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
BSNDPorganisations   

Neighbourhood Planning Conference 

On Friday 20th January 2017 John Howell MP 
hosted a Neighbourhood Planning conference 
in Benson. The audience were those who have 

adopted Neighbourhood Plans or those looking 
to develop one. SODC policy officers were 
also on hand to assist and answer questions. 
The event was well attended by over 100 
people and provided a good opportunity for 
local residents to understand more about the 
process and raise concerns and feedback to 
officers. 

SODC Local Plan 2033 

• The Second Preferred Options consultation is 
scheduled to commence at the end of March 
2017. The slight delay from the last update is 
to ensure there is the most robust evidence 
available to support the consultation – 
particularly for infrastructure. It will take the 
form of a full Draft Local Plan to include 
development management. 

• The emerging Local Plan was subject to a 
‘critical friend’ review by the Planning 
Inspectorate. Key actions are to ensure that we 
demonstrate a thorough justification of site 
selection and arrival at our Objectively 
Assessed Need. The use of topic papers to 
support the consultation was strongly 
recommended to demonstrate the assessment 
of all options and process from start to finish. 

Design Guide shortlisted for award 

South and Vale urban design officers together 
with collaboration from other specialist officers 
have had the South Oxfordshire Design Guide 
shortlisted for the Public Sector entry in the 
Francis Tibbalds Urban Design Awards 2017. 

Great British Spring Clean 

SODC is backing a new nationwide campaign 
to get half a million people out and about 
cleaning up their local communities in March 
2017. To take part in the campaign and for 
information on how to set up your clean-up 
event visit www.greatbritishspringclean.org.uk. 
If you require litter pickers, sacks, gloves and 
high visibility jackets please contact Eleanor 
Bunn by email 
(eleanor.bunn@southandvale.gov.uk) or call 
01235 422146. Please book in your equipment 
requests as soon as possible as there is limited 
availability.      (continued next page) 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BSNDPorganisations
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Waste contamination update 
To reduce contamination in the recycling we 
collect we've been running a campaign to get 
residents to recycle loose or use clear sacks so 
that waste crews can see what is in each bin 
before emptying it. Crews do not empty green 
bins which contain black or coloured sacks.  
The campaign has been very successful. The 
quality of the recycling has improved, the 
contamination rate is falling. 

New waste vehicles to improve collections  
SODC is planning to introduce a new fleet of 
waste collection vehicles in June which will 
further improve our collection service. 

Cllr John Walsh South Oxfordshire District 
Council    07860 786470 
John.Walsh@southoxon.gov.uk 

POPPY COLLECTION 
NOVEMBER 2016 
This year the village raised the magnificent 
sum of £880.43 and my grateful thanks go to 
everyone who gave so generously.  Very 
grateful thanks also go to all my intrepid poppy 
sellers, without whom this would not be 
possible. 

If anyone feels they would like to help next 
year, please let me know.  
                      Liz Reis - 351 251 
                 lizreis100@gmail.com 

SAMARITANS PURSE - 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
- SHOE BOX APPEAL 
We are pleased to let everyone know that in 
November 2016 the Thame Warehouse 
received and processed (shoeboxes checked) 
15,862 boxes. 

Taking in cartons of processed shoeboxes from 
two satellite warehouses, Maidenhead and 
Reading, a total of 31,037 shoeboxes were 
exported to six countries, namely Ukraine 
 8,273; Middle East 8,054, Bulgaria 748,  
Romania 3,475, Bosnia 1,286, Serbia 3,75, and 
Romania  5,450. 

Many thanks from Erica & Ian Cave to all 
those who made up boxes. It was a great result. 

CHURCH SERVICES 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 26 MARCH 
MORNING PRAYER  remembering all 
mothers   9.30am 
Mothers' Day posies, coffee and biscuits after 
the service . 

DO COME AND JOIN US, ALL WELCOME! 

EASTER SERVICES 
MAUNDY THURSDAY  APRIL 13th     
PARISH COMMUNION   7.30pm 

GOOD FRIDAY  APRIL 14th                 
MEDITATION  12-1pm 

EASTER DAY   APRIL 16th                   
PARISH COMMUNION   9.30am 

BECKLEY NETWORK: OUR  GOOD 
NEIGHBOUR SCHEME FOR ANYONE 
LIVING IN BECKLEY AND STOWOOD 
                   A REMINDER                                                            
This scheme has been running for the last 4 
years, but has not been used very often - we are 
a very friendly village, and do already look 
after our neighbours!  However sometimes 
people may be stuck because of illness or lack 
of mobility, or because their usual support 
system has broken down temporarily, in which 
case the Beckley Network may be able to help. 
If you need for example transport to medical 
appointments, collection of prescriptions, 
shopping, small jobs around the house, help 
with pets,  telephone or text  07341 084880 and 
leave your name and number and brief details 
of your request. We will call you back and try 
to arrange a volunteer to help you. Messages 
will be checked  and answered  during the day 
up to 7pm.   If transport is involved, travel 
expenses will be charged at the official rate of 
45p per mile but there will be no other charges 

(New volunteers very welcome. Please phone 
01865 351637 if you are willing to belp). 

mailto:John.Walsh@southoxon.gov.uk


COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS 
Two things have recently happened following 
County Council cuts to services. 
Firstly the Friends of Maple Tree Childrens 
Centre have received a grant from the County 
Council as well as some money from various 
local Parish Councils and that means that open 
access services such as 'Stay and Play' will 
continue at the Maple Tree. Services will no 
longer be run by the County Council, but will 
be  run by a 'Friends' community group that I 
have the privilege to Chair. We have to set up 
staffing and programmes, but we have secured 
enough money, and the building, to plan in 
earnest. 

OTMOOR FLYER 
This minibus service we now have is the only 
possible replacement to the previous bus 
service. It has had a steady core of passengers 
from Beckley even in the winter months when 
travel is less inviting. The Parish Councils for 
the four villages served by the Otmoor Flyer 
have paid into the scheme but the hope is that it 
will be close to paying for itself. No bus 
company was interested in talking over a bus 
service, and the times and days of the Otmoor 
Flyer are the only ones we had available to us. 
None the less, the services is already pretty 
well half full - but we could always do with 
more passengers!! Tickets can be bought in 
advance from 'The Old Chapel' in Beckley, and 
are also on sale at Stanton St John Village 
shop.    Please keep using the Flyer!!! 
Anne Purse anne.purse@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

  

        

     

THE GREAT BECKLEY LITTER 
PICK  

SUNDAY 19th MARCH 
COME FOR AN HOUR AND HELP 

CLEAN UP OUR VILLAGE 
EVERYONE WELCOME 

• meet at the village hall at 
10.30 a.m. 

• bring gloves  

• volunteering certificates for 
children and students 

• phone Clare on 351134 / 07733 
250654 if you have any 
questions 



REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE VILLAGE HALL 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
The new hall is now finished, bar minor 
snagging, and will be available for hire from 1st 
April. It is owned by the Parish Council, but 
handed over to a charitable trust under a formal 
lease agreement so that the Trustees forming 
the Village Hall Management Committee have 
the responsibility to run the hall.   These formal 
Trustees are registered with the Charities 
Commission and their legal obligations are 
covered by Trustee insurance. The Trustees 
(numbering seven) are supported by “Friends”, 
who to all intents and purposes share in the 
running of the hall but do not have the legal 
obligation of Trustees.  They do not have 
voting rights, but their convincing arguments 
contribute to the better running of the 
Committee through influencing those who do 
vote.  We would welcome any villagers who 
would like to join the Committee either as 
Trustees or Friends. Please do contact 
geoffrey.mills@sipgroup.com 

Work is in hand to prepare, review and agree 
the policies under which we will operate and 
the basic risk assessment for normal hall use.   
We are also reviewing the commercial terms of 
our hiring arrangements.  In due course we will 
review the hire fees, but for the moment we are 
offering users the fees we charged for the old 
hall with the aim of getting users back to our 
new facility. 

We are privileged as a village in having a 
number of separate village facilities, which 
apart from the hall include the playing field, 
playground, tennis court and cricket net 
(currently run by the PC and not the 
responsibility of the Trust), the Church, the 
Orchard, the School and now the Abingdon 
Arms.  The Trustees are committed to 
developing any possible synergies with these 
other facilities. Beckley is indeed richly 
endowed.       Geoff Mills 

 
!  



NEWS FROM BECKLEY 
SCHOOL 
Maths Challenge 
A selection of Year 6 children visited St. 
Edward’s School to compete in a county-wide 
maths competition. Out of 80 teams, one team 
came 24th and the other came 7th overall. 

!  

Following this sucess, our maths teams from 
Year 4 attended their competition at Summer 
Field’s School. They also performed extremely 
well and were excellent ambassadors for 
Beckley. 

!  

Children in Need 
Pupils and staff marked Children in Need by 
coming to school dressed in their pyjamas and 
bringing a donation. We raised just over £150. 
Thank you also to the School Council, for 
organising the day and counting the money. 

!   !  

Science Workshops 
Year 5 and 6 have been working with scientists 
from the SGC (Structural Genomics 
Consortium) based in Oxford. One particularly 
memorable session focussed on forces, 
providing much excitement and consolidating 
work in school. 

!  

Big Christmas Sing 2016 
25 children from Years 5 and 6 attended the 
annual Big Sing event in Oxford Town Hall. 
They were excellent representatives for 
Beckley School and thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience of performing as part of a massed 
choir, as well as singing together as a school 
choir on such a big stage and occasion. Funds 
were raised for Christian Aid. 



!  

Reception Church Visit 
Our Reception class visited St Mary’s Church 
morning. Reverend Andrew led the children on 
an exploration of the Church building, 
culminating in a truly inspirational 
performance on the organ. The pupils also 
participated in a treasure hunt. 

Schools’ Concert 
Year 3 and Year 4 attended the annual Schools’ 
Concert at the Sheldonian Theatre. Pupils 
enjoyed being introduced to the instruments of 
the orchestra and hearing pieces by 
Tchaikovsky and Strauss. 

!  

The New Year 
The autumn term was concluded in festive 
style, with Christmas lunches, an exciting visit 
from Father Christmas, Nativity, a Christmas 
Fayre, Carol Service and our annual Christmas 
Jumper day. The latter of which made £195.70 
for the great charity, Save the Children. 

!  
The children watched the pantomime 
Pinocchio in the school hall. Kindly funded by 
the Friends of Beckley School, this gave every 
child in school the opportunity to experience a 
pantomime first hand. It was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all who saw it. Oh, no it wasn’t! 
Oh, yes it was… 

!  
NSPCC Visit  
The NSPCC visited school and delivered their 
‘Speak out. Stay safe’ assembly to share 
information with the children about how they 
can keep themselves safe from harm and get 
help if they have any worries. It was a very 
worthwhile and empowering session for both 
pupils and teachers. They spoke to the children 
and staff about the valuable work they do 
across the country and talked about how 
important it is for everyone in our school 
community to join them in their ‘fight for 
every childhood’.  



 

 

BECKLEY BELLS 
Over the past few years it has become 

traditional for the Beckley Bells to open 

the Carols and Claret Service.  2016 was no 

exception so on 22nd December the Bells 

Group commenced the Service by performing 

three carols - O Come All Ye Faithful, Silent 

Night and Good King Wenceslas.   We hope it 

was a fitting start to the evening and enjoyed 

by the congregation. 

A month later we were asked to play at St. 

Mary’s in Wheatley to celebrate the birthday of 

a 90 year old resident. Apparently the birthday 

girl had particularly asked to hear handbells 

ringing so we were delighted to perform half a 

dozen numbers including Dvorak’s Largo, St. 

Anthony Chorale by  Haydn, Amazing 

Grace, Men of Harlech and finishing off 

with Happy Birthday.  We were then treated to 

tea and birthday cake! 

We're still hoping to recruit some new 

members, so watch this space as when we 

return to our ‘home’ in the Village Hall after 

Easter, we’ll be holding a taster 

evening.  Arrangements to be announced at a 

later date.  In the meantime, any enquiries to  

         Barbara Rose 01865 351376  

        barbara.rose1@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:barbara.rose1@hotmail.co.uk


150 CLUB PRIZE WINNERS — 1ST QUARTER 2017 
You too can be in with a chance to win each month but only by subscribing as a 
member!   See the village website or application form in this newsletter below.

January, February,March
First prize — £30  Pia Key; Mary Worthington; Richard Rawlinson
Second prize £20  Susan Hunter-Pease; Mary Ashdown; Kate Lea
Third prize—£10 Erica & Ian Cave; Richard Buckingham; Kerstin Bowsher
Fourth prize- £10 Sarah Tagg; Sarah Smith; Ali Kealy

150 CLUB ~ 2017 MEMBERSHIP ~ WHY IT IS STILL NECESSARY? 
Why, with a brand new village hall now completed and awaiting its official opening, 
do we need to continue with our fundraising? It is a reasonable question which I will 
attempt to answer. 
The results of the final Draw for 2016/17 are listed in the Newsletter and the lucky 
winners have shared £840 between them but will also have contributed the same 
amount to a reserve fund for repairs and replacements. Whilst our funders were 
incredibly generous, there will still a need for additional expenditure to maintain and 
complement the functionality of the new hall in the future.  
It is essential that we continue to make provision for future expenditure and to ensure 
that we maintain our new Hall in good condition. We hope that as many as possible 
will join in this year. We would like to re-establish the custom of making the draw at 
The Abingdon Arms in future so it becomes the social event that it used to be. So as 
well as supporting the Hall, we will also support the Pub, Win, win!        
                                      Peter Carter	                Ted Cloke 

                               MEMBERSHIP FORM  
2017/18 APPLICATION FORM FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE BVH 150 CLUB 
I wish to become a member of the Beckley Village Hall 150 Club for 12 months. (The rules of the 
club can viewed at the home of Pete Carter). 
                                                                            Signed ………………………………………… 
Name…………………………………………… 
Address……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………..Tel:……………………………… 
Email address…………………………………………. (To aid future contact) 
Number of Shares (£12 each)…………………CASH (     )     CHEQUE (     ) 
                         PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO - BVH 150 CLUB 
                                              Please return to  Peter Carter 
                                                                         Rowan Lodge 
                                                                         Woodperry Road 
                                                                         Beckley  OX3 9UZ              Tel: 01865 351352 
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