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NEWS FROM THE PARISH 
COUNCIL  
PRECEPT 
All aspects of prior year expenditure were 
discussed at the Parish Council meeting on 4th 
January 2018, and the coming year’s budget 
was set based on previous expenses and future 
expectations.   The precept was set at £34,890, 
which represents a reduction of 4.3%. 

OXFORD TO CAMBRIDGE 
EXPRESSWAY 
An Expressway Action Group [EAG] has been 
formed to oppose the southerly routes for the 
Oxford Cambridge Expressway.  Ginette 
Camps-Walsh, with the help of John Ovens, 
submitted information on the historic buildings 
and environment via EAG to the Highways 
Authority which is considering which 
‘corridor’ should be used for the route.  

Maps of the different routes do not reproduce 
well so you will find them in The Abingdon 
Arms and on the village notice boards.  Please 
study them carefully!  You will see that Route 
S2 would severely affect the parishioners of 
Beckley and Stowood.    It will pass between 
Stanton St John and Beckley, cross the Horton 
Road, threaten grade 1 listed Beckley Park and 
go across Otmoor.  (See John Walsh’s more 
detailed description of the route on page 12).  
This is very similar to a proposed route for the 
M40, which many in the village fought 
vigorously and successfully to oppose.  Along 
the extent of the Expressway will also come 
1,000,000 new homes.   It is a major threat to 
the Oxford Green Belt. 

CPRE is calling for a statutory public 
consultation and public inquiry into the whole 
scheme and the route.  Highways England at 
present intend to decide the route behind 
closed doors, without public consultation, and 
without even telling anyone their route choices 
until they have decided. 
Volunteers Please! - We need more volunteers 
to help in gathering evidence to oppose Route 
S2.  Please contact Ginette on 
camps.walsh@btinternet.com 351 762 
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN – PRE-SUBMISSION PUBLIC 
CONSULTATION 
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and 
the Parish Council would like to thank all those 
who attended the public meeting about the Plan 
on Tuesday 6 February at the village hall and 
those who have responded to the survey.   
After this consultation the Steering Group will 
incorporate feedback into the Plan.  The 
amended Plan will then be submitted to South 
Oxfordshire District Council [SODC], who 
will run another public consultation.  If it 
meets legal requirements, the Plan will then go 
to an Independent Examiner, whose 
recommendations will be incorporated into the 
Plan or revisions may be called for.  The final 
version of the Plan will be put to a local 
referendum and if more than 50% approve, it 
will be adopted and become binding. 
OTMOOR FLYER SUPPORT 
The Parish Council supports the Otmoor Flyer 
and has payed £1,000 to help subside this 
important service for 2017 and 2018.   

!
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VILLAGE HALL 
The final phase of the village hall project is to 
be completed soon and includes hand-driers for 
the four toilets, CCTV and acoustic panels to 
improve noise reverberation.  Outside the 
hedge has been laid to give better views across 
to Brill and the tennis court will be refurbished 
and resurfaced so it can be used again. 

Ginette Camps-Walsh 
Beckley and Stowood Parish Council Web 
site - www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk  
Parish Council contact -  Sue Cox Parish 
Clerk - clerk@beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk  or 01865 351415 

OTMOOR FLYER 
The Otmoor Flyer is a sixteen-seater bus which 
serves four of the Otmoor villages and started 
service after standard bus services were 
discontinued due to cuts in funding.  
The Otmoor Flyer serves Horton cum Studley 
and Beckley on Tuesdays and Fridays, and 
Forest Hill and Stanton St. John on 
Mondays and Thursdays. It is thanks to the 
hard work of a group of Parish Council 
representatives from each of the respective 
villages that this bus service has been procured. 
Although it is a fairly limited service, leaving 
Beckley at 10.30 a.m. and returning from 
Oxford (in Broad Street) at 1.15 p.m., it is an 
invaluable asset for members of these rural 
communities who, for one reason or another, 
don’t have or drive a car. It is certainly a whole 
lot cheaper, at £3 for a return ticket, than 
having to use a taxi in and out of Oxford.  
A Bus Token Card with 5 return journeys 
costs £15, 10 return journeys - £30, and 20 
return journeys - £60. Bus Token Cards can 
be purchased from Stanton St. John Village 
Shop, telephone 351532; from Jill Meyjes, 12 
Forge Close, Horton cum Studley, telephone 
351496; Dee Hazell, The Old Chapel, High 
Street, Beckley, telephone 358809; and 
Malcolm Leeding, 86 Mickle Way, Forest Hill.  
I would strongly urge as many generous 
parishioners as possible to purchase a Bus 
Token Card, whether you use the bus regularly 

or not, as the service needs to be heavily 
subsidised for it to survive. All four Parish 
Councils have given financial support to the 
Flyer to enable the bus to run as it does. Those 
who use the bus benefit not only from the 
freedom it provides them to go into 
Headington and Oxford City Centre, but also to 
socialise with friends and acquaintances on a 
regular basis, including using The Otmoor 
Flyer for the trip from Horton cum Studley to 
the coffee morning at the community pub in 
Beckley on a Friday morning.   
I commend the following people for their hard 
work on this project: Jill Meyjes, John Battye, 
Malcolm Leeding, David Polgreen, Barbara 
Jewell, Ann Purse and Dee Hazell. It’s a real 
pleasure to take over from Dee as the treasurer 
for the Otmoor Flyer Organising Group. We’ve 
all agreed that, until a regular bus service is 
restored, the Otmoor Flyer is fulfilling a vital 
need, especially for people who would 
otherwise be stuck at home. Kate McFarlane    
                        katemacson@hotmail.co.uk 

OPEN DAY, SUNDAY 17 June 2018 
Our last Open Day was in 2016, so we shall be 
holding another one this year. As always, the 
main interest will be the open gardens, which 
are enjoyed by so  many people who return 
each Open Day especially to see them. There 
will also be teas at the School, and the usual 
stalls - plants, books cakes, ice creams - and 
there will again be a bouncy castle and a fair 
organ, and, we hope,  an art exhibition in the 
church.  Profits will go towards the 
maintenance of our wonderful church.  If you 
have any questions or suggestions, or would 
like to help, please contact me.  Gina Robson 
351 637        gina.robson@virgin.net 

FAMILY SERVICES -  On the first 
Sunday of each month, we now have a  short 
(45 minutes) Family Service  at which 
everyone is welcome, especially families with 
children. Do come and 'give it a try'. Stay for 
drinks  and biscuits and friendship afterward!    
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VILLAGE HALL ACTIVITIES  
BECKLEY ART GROUP 
Beckley Art Group continues to thrive with 
new members joining each term.  It might be 
our reputation of the best coffee and chocolate 
biscuits to be had on Friday mornings ( during 
term time) that swings it for some people but 
our opportunity to meet, advise and critique 
each other is very valuable.  Fortunately due to 
the very generous size of the new village hall 
we can still welcome more 'would be' artists- 
come and try, we are in the hall 9.30-1pm       
                Liz Bixby lizbixby@me.com  

BURNS NIGHT 
On Saturday 27 January another Burns night 
was celebrated in the lovely surroundings of 
the new village hall.   Guests were welcomed 
into the hall with a glass of prosecco and saw 
'Robbie's' portrait projected large on the wall 
and tables suitably decorated in green and 
tartan.  Our master of ceremonies was again 
James Fairbain and our piper the very talented 
Tim Key.  The ceremony of addressing the 
Haggis was performed by Gary Chalmers who 
stabbed it in the traditonal way with his Sgian-
dubh. Seven young people of the village 
assisted with serving and charmingly lent 
youth to our gathering.  The Abingdon Arms 
assisted with preparation of 'Tatties and Neeps' 
and sourced suitable haggis for all dietary 
requirements.  Our menu also included smoked 
salmon canapés and traditional Cranachan 
desert or apple crumble, followed lastly by a 
delicious selection of Scottish cheeses. 
Feeling fully replete we were then entertained 
by Ruth Harper who gave a most interesting 
history of an unusual Scottish violin.  She 
closed her talk by demonstrating that she is an 
able violinist and her great grandfather a 
capable violin maker. 
Our quiz and raffle rounded off the evening. 
The whole evening would not have been 
possible without the team of volunteers who 
gave their time most generously, and profits 
went to village hall funds. 
           Liz Bixby lizbixby@me.com 

 

GO ACTIVE GOLD  
Activity : Senior Circuits 

When: Thursday 22 February 2018 
Time: 9 am – 10 am 

Price: £5 
Where: Village Hall 

Activity : Nordic Walking 
When: Wednesday 21 February 2018 (6 

weeks) 
Time: 1.30 pm – 2.30 pm 

Price: Free 
Where:  Meet Outside Village Hall  

Activity : Feldenkrais (Taster) 
When: Wednesday 7 March  
Time: 2.30 pm – 3.30 pm 

Price: Free 
Where: Village Hall  
Activity : Tai Chi 

When: Monday 12 March 2018 
Time: 3 pm – 4 pm  

Price: £5 
Where: Village Hall 

Activity : Pilates  
When: Thursday 15 March 2018 

Time: 2 pm – 3 pm 
Price: £6.50 

Where: Village Hall 

PILATES 
Pilates classes continue onTuesday mornings, 
Price is £6.50, but for Tuesday’s class, as it is 
term-time only, anyone who pays for the block 
gets one session free.   
                 Kim Barresi      07918180392  
                kim.barresi@gmail.com 

YOGA 
Yoga continues on Monday evenings 7.30 - 9– 
and is £54 for 6 sessions or £10 drop in.     
         hayley_lennard@hotmail.com  

If you would like to register your interest  

Email: Conor.Grogan@southandvale.gov.uk 
         Number: 07717 326660 

mailto:lizbixby@me.com
mailto:hayley_lennard@hotmail.com


BECKLEY COMMUNITY 
ORCHARD 
Dear Beckley Villager, 
As we begin another year I wanted to bring 
you up to date with Beckley Community 
Orchard. 
For those who are new to Beckley, we are 
situated about ¼ mile down Otmoor lane on 
the left hand side. The land is called Constables 
Piece, (nobody is sure of the origin of this 
name), and we lease it from the Parish Council 
for a peppercorn rent. To date we have planted 
around 58 apple trees donated by villagers, 
together with a few pear and plum trees. Many 
of these apple trees have been found in 
Beckley and we seek to preserve these local 
trees for posterity. In addition we are installing 
12 bird boxes and have a ‘bug hotel’. 

Just off site we have a number of beehives 
looked after by members, and in the Autumn 
we share the product of our hardworking bees 
with our members (‘Friends’). 

We are currently supporting Beckley School 
with its new vegetable garden. Along with 
providing  grafted rootstocks and help in their 
planting, we have donated a water butt and 
raised funds on the school’s behalf. Pupils from 
year 6 have very successfully organised an 
after school sale of Jacob Field lavender 
products, Orchard honey and Orchard apple 
juice. Proceeds from this, along with those 
from the rest of our apple juice sales, have 
been presented to the school. 

We have also established a relationship with 
‘Farmabiility’ in Wytham, which helps young 
men and women who have autism and learning 
difficulties to get experience in farming and 
horticulture, called ‘Co-farmers’, and have 
been helped them establish their own orchard. 
http://farminspirationtrust.org/farmability/ 

Beckley Orchard is available for all villagers to 
visit and enjoy the quiet of our beautiful 
countryside. We have benches to sit on and a 
shelter in case of rain. 

On the first Saturday of the month we hold a 2 
hour working party  when ‘Friends of Beckley 
Orchard’ join us for some light maintenance of 
the orchard, usually followed by some cider 
and cake. 
On 13th January we held our annual Wassail at 
the orchard. This is traditionally held on the 
12th night when we ask the gods to give us a 
good harvest and fire shotguns to ward off evil 
spirits! 
It was a more subdued affair this year but and 
included a bonfire, the banging of saucepan 
lids, coupled with copious amounts of cake, 
cider and apple juice. 
The traditional poem to read for Wassail is: 
Old Apple tree, old apple tree;  
We've come to wassail thee;  
To bear and to bow apples enow;  
Hats full, caps full, three bushel bags full;  
Barn floors full and a little heap under the 
stairs 
In the evening we continued our celebrations 
of a successful year with a supper attended by 
31 Friends at the Abingdon Arms. Many thanks 
to Aimee, Stuart  and staff. 
I hope that this will help to explain that we are 
not just an orchard! 
I invite you to become a Friend of our Orchard. 
The annual membership is £10 , which will 
entitle you to a jar of honey each Autumn from 
our bee hives. 

Please contact me at 
beckleyday@btinternet.com 
Many thanks.    Colin Day (Chairman) 
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BECKLEY & AREA COMMUNITY 
BENEFIT SOCIETY - 
The Abingdon Arms ‘More than a Pub’ 
programme 
Despite the post-Christmas / new year ‘lull’ 
and tough wintry weather,  The Abingdon 
Arms has been buzzing much of the time. 
Three stoves have been roaring, complemented 
by Aimee, Stuart and their team’s warm 
welcome and the pub’s convivial atmosphere.  

A defibrillator has now been installed outside 
The Abingdon Arms, purchased with a grant 
from our local electricity provider SSEN and 
additional support from Beckley & Stowood 
Parish Council. Cardiac arrests are all too 
common, and every minute counts towards 
survival. 20 local people attended a training 
session to familiarise ourselves with 
resuscitation and use of the defibrillator. 
Another session can be arranged if others want 
training: contact info@bacbs.org if you are 
interested. 
The Abingdon Arms ‘More than a Pub’ 
programme has really taken off since the new 
year. Community coffee mornings have 
attracted good numbers from several villages, 
and the Men of Beckley and new Women of 
Beckley lunches have been well attended and 
enjoyable social occasions too.  When the 
coffee mornings are well established, monthly  
Community Lunches will be introduced for 
our wider community. Monthly Community 
Walks strode out in January and February, the 
latter abbreviated by heavy rain, but the 
following pub lunch made it all worth while!  
Folk Music evenings have drawn in 
enthusiastic musicians and listening audiences 
alike, and the Jazz Sessions have already 
boasted some of the best musicians on the local 
scene. 
Two contrasting Literary Meetings have filled 
the pub. First was an evening devoted to the 
late David Attwooll’s collection of poems, 
‘Otmoor’ – copies of which are now on sale at 
the pub.  There was then a fascinating 
presentation by Prof Martin Stannard of Evelyn 

Waugh’s association with The Abingdon Arms 
– (see the separate report by Tony Strong.) 
Following this successful meeting we have 
established a ‘Browsing’ Library at the pub, 
comprising the very generous donation by Mari 
Prichard of books by and about Waugh which 
belonged to her late husband, the writer and 
broadcaster Humphrey Carpenter. These 
include Humphrey’s biography ‘The 
Brideshead Generation: Evelyn Waugh and his 
friends’, and some of Waugh’s books which 
Humphrey had read and annotated in preparing 
the biography. In addition we have a copy of 
Martin Stannard’s authoritative biography of 
Waugh’s early years, signed by the author. This 
veritable Waugh feast is available for reading 
in the pub, though (at the donor’s request) not 
for borrowing. 
In February we held the first Table Games 
session at which, on a cold and wet afternoon, 
people came together from several villages to 
play scrabble and backgammon in the warmth 
of the pub. Jenga, Mah Jong, bridge and chess 
may be added at the next session in March.  

In March we will begin an After-school 
Activity Café for children from Beckley 
Primary School.  Becky Paton will lead the 
first two sessions at which children will make 
mosaics.   
Please see the ‘More than a Pub’ programme in 
this newsletter for details of all activities in 
March and beyond. If you have suggestions for 
other activities which can be developed at The 
Abingdon Arms, or you can help with those 
already under way, please contact Mike Hobbs 
at  mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 
Of course it would be too much to expect  
everything to go smoothly. Our plan to 
construct improved, accessible toilets has 
been delayed because, although we secured all 
necessary planning consents, the costs now 
quoted by builders far exceed their initial 
estimates and our available budget.  The 
BACBS Management Committee is reviewing 
the quotes building specifications,  inviting 
other builders to tender, and considering 
delaying the project to the autumn.  continued 
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BACBS REPORT CONTINUED 

Fortunately our funders have agreed to extend 
the deadline for our acceptance of the 
substantial ‘More than a Pub’ grant and loan. 
More news will follow .Mike Hobbs, 
Chairman, BACBS       

EVELYN WAUGH AT THE 
ABINGDON ARMS 
On Sunday January 28th, as part of the ‘More 
Than a Pub’ programme, we were treated to a 
talk by Evelyn Waugh’s biographer, Professor 
Martin Stannard, about the famous author’s 
association with Beckley. Waugh probably first 
came to the Abingdon Arms as an 
undergraduate, Professor Stannard told us, but 
destroyed his diaries from those days because 
they contained explicit references to his 
homosexual affairs – at the time, a criminal 
offence. 

What is certain, because it is recorded in his 
post-Oxford diaries, is that after university 
Waugh rented a caravan, either in the car park 
or garden, which he shared with his lover, 
Alastair Graham, later the model for Sebastian 
Flyte in Brideshead Revisited. Waugh describes 
many drunken evenings in the pub, including 
the night before his university viva, when 
“until about 3 in the morning the whole village 
sat and ate and drank and danced and sang” in 
the barn next door.  

Two days later, having received the news of his 
Third, he wrote:  “Rode back to Beckley where 
we drank champagne. It was another very 
drunken night at the Abingdon Arms. Next day 
we dined with Cooke and Harold Claire, and 
he and Mrs Mattingley [the landlady] came 
back to the caravan when the pub shut and 
drank champagne with us.” 

Professor Stannard suggested that this painted 
the Abingdon Arms as an atypical village pub 
of the era: one that kept champagne to serve to 
a particular upper-class clientele, along with a 
caravan for them to sleep it off, and which was 
ahead of its time in its liberal reception to 
young gay men. He hopes to do further 

research on this aspect of the pub (and 
welcomes any leads from Beckleyites). 

Waugh later stayed at the pub whilst writing 
parts of four books, including his first 
bestseller Vile Bodies. It was while writing this 
that he received a letter from his wife – with 
whom he had, perhaps remarkably, 
honeymooned at the Abingdon Arms twelve 
months previously – saying she’d fallen in love 
with a mutual friend. Yet even this bitter 
association didn’t put him off: he returned to 
the pub regularly over the next three years to 
write.   
The BACBS has now applied for listed 
building consent for a plaque commemorating 
the pub’s importance to this towering literary 
figure, a move Professor Stannard supports. 
“Waugh was a genius,” he told us. “And this 
village pub was arguably central to the 
development of his writing.” 
After the talk Professor Stannard kindly signed 
copies of his biography of Waugh, which can 
now be read beside the same fireplace where 
Waugh himself once drank.   
        Tony Strong     tony@tonystrong.com 

FOB (Females of Beckley) now 
renamed WOBBLE (Women Of 
Beckley Big Lunch Event) 
There has been a great response to the 
suggestion that the females of the village meet 
for an informal lunch... but there is always 
room for another space at the table.   Please 
feel welcome to join us  at  the Abingdon Arms 
on the first Tuesday of the month at 12.30pm if 
you are free. If you are interested in coming 
along, please contact Sarah Smith 
(beckleysarah@gmail.com)  so that she can 
book the right-sized table.   

MOB 
Men of Beckley (MOB) meet informally for 
lunch at the Abingdon Arms at 12.30pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month. If you have the 
technology please email Steve Smith 
(barkbeetles@gmail.com) so that he can let 
Aimee know roughly how many to expect but 
otherwise just turn up on the day. 
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DID YOU KNOW…. 
Did you know that the stained glass in many of 
the windows in Beckley church is 700 years 
old?  The earliest dates back to 1300! 

Donna Dickenson has done some research into 
our stained glass and says that it is not only 
very surprising that the stained glass has 
survived (see further below) but that it was 
commissioned in the first place, at a time when 
coloured glass had to be imported from the 
continent (it was not at that time made in 
England) and was hugely expensive.  It may 
have been commissioned by one of the rectors, 
(and only four are listed as having been 
appointed between 1298 and 1318) or one of 
their patrons, which included the king  
(Edward I). 

And how did the glass, with its Roman 
Catholic depictions, survive the Protestant 
iconoclasts of Henry VIII and Edward VI, at a 
time when, for instance, the Dean of Christ 
Church, acting under legislation designed to 
purge the English church of all traces of 
Roman Catholicism, denuded Duke Humfrey’s 
library (part of what is now the Bodleian) of all 
its precious manuscript books?  How did it 
later survive the depradations of Cromwell and 
his men?  The answer, quite simply, appears to 
be that Beckley was inaccessible and obscure, 
so its stained glass and other treasures 
survived! 

Donna’s conclusion is that Beckley church’s 
stained glass presents a rare combination: on 
the one hand, unexpected prominence, use of 
costly materials and association with 
influential patrons in the 1300’s, and on the 
other, benign neglect in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, leading to a remarkable 
amount of fourteenth century glass still 
remaining in the twenty-first century, which, 
arguably makes our church unique! 

Susy Jepson  susy.jepson@gmail.com 

GOOD BYE COBWEBS! 
If you have not looked inside the church 
recently, you will not have seen the wonderful 
transformation in  the clerestory windows, 
which are now free of the terrible cobwebs!  
We are hugely grateful to Ian Bush and his 
colleague from Royal Oak Farm  (the 
Oxfordshire Stove Company) , who brought  
long ladders and brushes, and so kindly did the 
work.  Gina Robson  gina.robson@virgin.net 

EASTER SERVICES 
MARCH 25th   PALM SUNDAY                         
Joint Benefice Service  at Horton-cum-Studley 
10am 
MARCH 27th    Compline   8pm 
MARCH 29th   MAUNDY THURSDAY       
Communion service at Forest Hill   7.30pm 
MARCH 30th  GOOD FRIDAY                          
Meditation      12-1pm 
APRIL 1st        EASTER DAY                               
Parish Communion       9.30am    

"  

OXFORD WELSH MALE VOICE 
CHOIR AND FRIENDS 17 MARCH 
The Oxford Welsh Male Voice Choir will be 
coming to sing in Beckley Church on Saturday 
March 17th at 7 pm, with accompanying items, 
and refreshments in the interval.    Profits in 
aid of  Médecins sans Frontières.  The concert 
was suggested by the choir themselves, in 
memory of Lyn Davies, who lived in Beckley 
for many years and was a keen member of the 
choir.  Tickets, £10, available from the 
Abingdon Arms, or on the door. 
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SCHOOL NEWS 
Fifteen pupils from Years 5 and 6 represented 
the school at The Wheatley Partnership Sports 
Hall Athletics tournament. The children 
showed great skill and commitment, recording 
some memorable wins and an overall team 
position of 4th place. Well done to all of our 
budding athletes. 

"  

Science Visits 
Children in Skylark and Hobby Classes have 
continued to receive regular bi-weekly visits 
from the SGC. In a recent session, children 
manipulated the pH of different solutions, 
causing some very exciting and inspiring 
results, as can be seen in the following photo. 

"  

SIAMS Mid-Term Review 
All Church of England Dioceses use the 
framework for the Statutory Inspection of 
Anglican and Methodist Schools 
(SIAMS) under Section 48 of the Education 
Act 2005. Mrs Daly, from Oxford Diocesan 
Board of Education, recently visited Beckley to 

undertake a comprehensive mid-term review of 
our school. She observed Collective Worship, 
spent time in classrooms and talked to a 
Governor and groups of pupils from across the 
school. Mrs Daly commented that “there are 
good relationships between the church and 
school and the community and the school.” 
Mrs Daly also reported that “pupils say they 
enjoy RE and understand the importance of RE 
in their lives.” Possibly the most pleasing 
reference was that “pupils speak very 
positively about the school and describe it both 
as a happy place and one big family.” 

Starling Murmuration 
Alex in Hobby Class had the superb idea to 
take a group of fellow pupils to the RSPB 
reserve on Otmoor to witness the stunning 
daily starling murmuration. A huge thank you 
to Alex and Mr Davey for organising this 
spectacular and memorable event. 

"  
Apple Trees 
Beckley Community Orchard kindly donated 
six young apple trees to school. The trees were 
grafted by members of the Orchard Team last 
year and have been cultivated until they were 
ready for use. Children of the School Council 
enjoyed planting the trees on the school field, 
which will be cherished for many years to 
come. 

"  



Beckley Pupils on the Radio 
We welcomed some rather special visitors to 
school – Lilley Mitchel, a presenter with BBC 
Radio Oxford and Cas Lester, an acclaimed 
local author. They asked children from across 
the school questions about books they have 
recently read. The interviews formed part of 
the Lilley Mitchell Show that was broadcast 7th 
February. 

"  

Reverend Andrew 
We are delighted that Reverend Andrew has 
continued with his weekly visits to Beckley 
School, leading worship and strengthening the 
links we have with the church. In this photo, 
children watched as water was turned into wine 
before their very eyes! 

"  

Schools Concert 
Year 4 visited the Sheldonian Theatre in 
Oxford for the annual Schools Concert. The 
children learnt about the different instruments 
of the orchestra and relished in the opportunity 
to experience a range of entertaining classical 
pieces. 

IMPS Visit 
Year 6 travelled to the John Radcliffe Hospital 
to take part in the Injury Minimisation 
Programme for Schools (IMPS). This involved 
learning basic resuscitation, what to do if 
someone is choking or unconscious and how to 
prevent accidents happening in the first place, 
all valuable skills to have. 

"  

SEARCH FOR SUPER USER 
Super Users are reliable local people in the 
locality who are willing to report and arrange 
for defects to be repaired by having additional 
access to the Fix My Street system (FMS). This 
will allow them to raise a problem on FMS 
and, by pressing a few more buttons, arrange 
for a repair. Full training on what to do, and 
when is provided,   as well as details on what 
sort of defects qualify for repairs. They do not 
take on the responsibility to inspect the 
highway but when they become aware of a 
problem on the highway (potholes mainly) that 
meets OCC intervention levels, they can 
quickly raise a repair.   Keith Stenning, 
Oxfordshire County Council would be happy 
to send someone out to discuss what is 
required.  Please email if you are interested in 
becoming a Beckley Super User. 
Kirsten.Johnson@Oxfordshire.gov.uk or 
clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk 

EDITOR’S NOTE: THANKS TO ALL 
WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THIS ISSUE. 
NEXT PUBLICATION OF NEWSLETTER 
IS PLANNED FOR 1 JUNE, DEADLINE 
FOR MATERIAL 20 MAY.  Ann Henman 

mailto:Kirsten.Johnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk


VOLUNTEERING IN GHANA
As many of you know, I’m a Beckley 
resident currently studying for my A 
levels.  Next year, I have volunteered 
and been selected  for the charity 
Project Trust.  They will be sending me 
to teach maths and science at a 
secondary school in Ghana for 12 
months, beginning in August 2018.  

Having lived in Malawi as a child with 
parents working for local charities, I 
can’t wait to return to Africa and make 
a contribution myself. I feel that this 
will be very worthwhile, and I will have 
the opportunity to learn a lot from a 
different culture and different 
perspectives.  

While the overall objective of my year 
is to help a number of others learn, and 
hopefully pass their end of year exams, 
I feel this experience will be a useful 
stepping stone in my own education, 
before going on to university and the 
adult world. 
Project Trust is the oldest gap year 
charity in the UK (founded in 1967) 
and has a strong educational ethos. It 
aims to benefit young people and their 
communities overseas but also to 
educate volunteers in global citizenship 
and develop adaptability 
and confidence.During my year, I hope 
to play a role in the local community 
where I will be living by organising and 

participating in local events, and 
helping with problems faced by the 
community. 
In order to take up my place with 
Project Trust I need to raise £6200.  So 
far, I have raised about a quarter of the 
funds.  To raise more, I’ve decided to 
take part in a triathlon at the Hercules 
Festival of Sport at Merchant Taylors’ 
School in Northwood on 27th May 
(1500m swim, 40km cycle, 10km run). 
I’d be really grateful if you would 
consider sponsoring me to do this. I 
have a Virgin Money Giving page here: 
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
ptgapyearabelea 

If you have any questions or would like 
more information, feel free to contact 
me on abe.lea.home@gmail.com.  You 
can also access the Project Trust 
website: https://projecttrust.org.uk            
                          Abe Lea  

STANTON ST. JOHN VILLAGE SHOP  
In September 2017 I started working with 
Rowan Reavley in her beautifully stocked shop 
in Stanton St. John.  I had no idea what a 
comprehensive range of goods and services are 
on offer right on our doorstep: newspapers and 
magazines, stamps, pet food and bird seed, 
logs, coal and kindling, household and 
pharmaceutical goods, tins, cereals, snacks, 
cleaning products, bread, milk, fruit juice, 
pasta, rice, frozen foods including convenience 
meals.  
There is a good selection of fresh vegetables 
and fruit, home-made cakes, ice creams, jam, 
local honey, marmalade and high quality 
biscuits. There’s a comprehensive  range of 
stationery, from printer paper, wrapping paper, 
greetings cards, envelopes and pens as well as 
small pocket-money sized children’s toys, gifts 
and crafty items. You can buy mobile phone 
top-ups, pay your utility bills and council tax, 
get out some cash from the no fees ATM on 
site and drop in your dry cleaning.  
                       continued next page 

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/ptgapyearabelea
mailto:abe.lea.home@gmail.com
https://projecttrust.org.uk


STANTON SHOP CONTINUED  
Rowan makes sumptuous freshly filled 
baguettes each morning, bakes pasties and 
sausage rolls and there is excellent coffee or 
tea to take away.  
In the warmer months, there is outdoor seating 
in front of the shop for ramblers and shoppers. 
You can sit down and enjoy a coffee, an ice 
cream or just to take a few minutes break and 
catch up with someone you haven’t seen for 
ages. The shop display window provides a 
valuable space for use by local organisations to 
promote their events as well as for local artists, 
jewellers and crafts-persons to display and sell 
their work. It is free to advertise local events, 
job vacancies or items for sale on the much-
read community board on the pavement outside 
the shop.   
What’s more, this little shop also has some 
unexpected surprises;  a deli-counter with a 
range of cheeses from a Dorset based dairy, 
charcuterie, pates, dips and antipasti; a good 
choice of whole foods; organic, gluten-free, 
low-sugar and dairy-free products; Ecover and 
Faith in Nature naturally derived and paraben 
free cleaning and cosmetic products;  Fair 
Trade products; a free-of-charge book and 
DVD borrow basket for customers; local meat 
including beef from Pegtop Farm near 
Woodeaton, bacon and sausages from a welfare 
led pig farm in Oxfordshire;  small-flock free 
range eggs from Brill; 10 local ales brewed in 
the Oxon/Bucks area and over 30 wines 
supplied by Oxford Wine Company.  
As well as popping in to pick up some 
groceries, did you know that there is an 
‘ordering in’ facility which has always been 
customary to traditional village stores? Rowan 
can order in almost anything you need for your 
catered event/barbeque from her trusted 
suppliers, in whatever quantity you need.  
Cathy from Beckley said “Instead of dashing 
round supermarkets, I just emailed Rowan and 
a few days later collected the shopping for 
the 70 guests at Beckley Burns Night supper - 
including smoked salmon, cream, fresh bread, 
frozen raspberries and fresh grapes. The prices 

were extremely competitive, and we were 
delighted to support our local shop, too." 
Judith from RSPB, Beckley says “we love the 
fresh Cornfield bakery rolls and order ours in 
at the shop for our summer barbeque events 
knowing that as well as having lovely tasting 
burgers, we are not paying a penny more than 
the bakery itself charges and we are supporting 
important local businesses in the rural 
community.” If you are simply looking to 
restock your wine rack there is a 10% discount 
on 12 bottles of wine, the entire Oxford Wine 
Company website to choose from. And another 
little known fact is that Rowan offers free 
delivery for any order over £30.  
The shop is a hub for bike repairs as it now 
incorporates a bicycle sales and repair 
business, namely Oxford Reconditioned 
Bicycles. You can drop your bicycle round or 
phone or email the shop to arrange for it to be 
collected from you, with delivery back to you 
once the work has been done.   continued p.  —
Glyn Meredith from Stanton St John says “I 
was very pleased with the new bicycle I bought 
for my son which was set up well by Richard 
and has been running trouble-free for the past 
few months. I was also happy with a repair he 
did on another bike, which was very 
competitively priced”.   
The village shop is sign-posted on the Islip 
Road and can be found at 13 Middle Road, 
Stanton St. John OX33 1HD.  It is open 
Monday to Friday from 8.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m 
(no more closed for lunches or Wednesday 
afternoons), on Saturdays from 8.00 a.m. – 4 
p.m., and on Sundays from 9am to 11 a.m.  
Telephone: 01865 351532. Kate MacFarlane 
Website: www.stantonvillageshop.co.uk.   

EDITING  We are delighted to have been 
overwhelmed this month with so much news of 
what is afoot in the parish! However, in order 
to keep the Newsletter to a manageable size, 
we have had to make some editing decisions, 
so please don’t feel offended if your sub -
mission has been slightly changed, without, we 
hope, removing anything of substance! Ann 
Henman,Editor annhenman@gmail.com 

http://www.stantonvillageshop.co.uk


DISTRICT COUNCILLOR  
Oxford Cambridge Expressway 
Route S2 of the proposed Expressway would 
severely affect the parishes of Forest Hill, 
Stanton St John, Beckley, Horton cum Studley, 
Murcot and Fencott.  It would spur off the A34 
between Abingdon and Oxford, go past 
Garsington, across Shotover, between Sandhills 
and Forest Hill and through Stanton St John.  It 
would certainly destroy parts of Rectory Farm, 
possibly Woodperry House and then cross the 
Horton Road east of Beckley near Beckley 
Park.  It would cross parts of Otmoor between 
Murcot and Fencott, and meet the M40 to the 
south of Bicester.  (See also article on page 1 
by Ginette Camps-Walsh)). 
Locally, I want to encourage our parishes to 
work together specifically to oppose route S2.  
The decision will be made this summer on 
which ‘corridor’. I will discuss this with each 
Parish Council and then hold a meeting so we 
can work together to oppose route S2. 

The SODC Local Plan 
The Local Plan 2033 is being sent to the 
Department for Housing, Communities and 
Local Government. The next stage is for an 
inspector to review it in public in the summer. 
He will be presented with arguments from all 
sides, some suggesting building houses over 
the green belt and others objecting to the 
developments that are in the plan. After that if 
no major changes are requested the council 
should be able to adopt the plan later in the 
year. 

Rubbish Collection 
With the new fleet of lorries fully up and 
running, collection is going more smoothly, 
despite occasional extreme weather.  Please do 
put out bins the night before as one or other 
may be collected first thing.  Please use clear 
plastic bags or cardboard boxes for additional 
recycling rubbish that will not fit in your green 
bin, rather then black plastic bags, which will 
not be collected.  Cllr John Walsh    
South Oxfordshire District Council07860 
786470     John.Walsh@southoxon.gov.uk  

COUNTY COUNCILLOR  
The County Council budget has been agreed 
for next year. It includes a Councillor Priority 
Fund, which allocates £15,000 to each 
councillor to use in their division. I look 
forward to working with parishes in the 
coming year in determining how best to spend 
this money. 

The Liberal Democrats put in a budget 
amendment calling for funding for community 
transport initiatives and a dedicated community 
transport officer. This amendment, I am very 
sorry to say, was not agreed. However, I 
continue to work with officers and the Cabinet 
Member for Communities, in developing ways 
to provide local transport to our villages in 
Wheatley Division. 
The Cabinet of Oxfordshire County Council 
signed the Oxfordshire Growth Deal on 
Monday, February 12th. This deal is to be 
agreed by all Oxfordshire District Councils, 
and Oxford City Council, as well. The Growth 
Deal accesses £215 million of government 
funding, to enable some of the housing already 
planned in the various Local Plans to be 
achieved in the next five years. £60m of this 
money is to support Affordable Housing and 
£150m is for infrastructure, with the balance 
used for planning and delivering the projects. 

I am pleased that the government has recently 
provided an additional £916,000 this year for 
highways repairs. This will be used to do 
longer term patching work in the spring. I have 
submitted a list of roads in this division which 
need urgent work, and have spoken with parish 
councils about priorities for repairs. 

If there are any drainage, road, lighting, 
pavement, etc., issues, please report them on 
Fix My Street, . This website is monitored by 
County Council and is the best way to 
bring issues to the attention of Highways 
Officers. If issues continue and are not 
resolved, please then get in touch with me.   
Kirsten Johnson Oxford County Council 
   kirsten.johnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

mailto:John.Walsh@southoxon.gov.uk
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2018 SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
After a meeting on Friday 26 February a broad 
plan for 2018 social activities was developed to 
include:  

MAR 17 OXFORD WELSH CHOIR 
CHURCH 
APRIL 24 TALK BY MUIR GRAY VH 
MAY TRIP TO KELMSCOTT MANOR 

JUNE 17 BECKLEY OPEN DAY 

 JULY ANTIQUES’ APPRAISAL -
CHURCH - 

 SEPTEMBER TRIP TO BUSCOT PK 

OCTOBER 6  CEILIDH -BECKLEY V.H. 

NOVEMBER - HARVEST SUPPER VH 

DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS DINNER 
PUB 

DECEMBER BECKLEY’S GOT TALENT  

As we have done in the past, different people 
have volunteered to research and arrange the 
different activities.  If you would like to be 
kept informed  (be reminded?) when various 
events are taking place - or want to be told of 
new events as they emerge -contact  
            Judy Bushrod 01865 358506  
            judybushrod@gmail.com 

BARN DANCE/CEILIDHS 
Many thanks to all who  so generously helped 
with our October and February Ceilidhs.  We 
have learned much and go forward with plans 
for Ceilidhs on Saturday, 5 May,  and Saturday, 
6 October.  Village Hall.  Doors open 7 for 
7:30 dancing.  Bring plate of finger food and 
beverage.  Tickets £10, £5 children. 

    MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
       NEXT DANCE 5 MAY  
               BAND TBA  
     

TALK BY 
MUIR GRAY 

ELIXIR OF HEALTHY LIFE – HOW 

TO REDUCE YOUR RISK OF 
DISABILITY, DEMENTIA, FRAILTY 

AND THE NEED FOR A CARE HOME  
TUESDAY 24 APRIL VILLAGE HALL 

Doors open at 7:30 and talk will begin at 8:00. 
£5 admission.  Tea, coffee, and light 
refreshments.  Muir Gray is one of the UK’s 
leading doctors on the interaction between 
ageing, disease, and loss of fitness. Copies of 
his Sod Sitting Get Moving! will be available 
for purchase and signing.   
We are to “….no longer think of prevention as 
simply being the prevention of disease but also  
prevention of disability, dementia, frailty and 
dependency.  The focus has to be on living 
better longer rather than simply living longer. 

The evidence is clear - 
- Every year you need to increase the amount 
of exercise you take 
- Every diagnosis you get you need to increase 
the amount of exercise you take  

TABLE TENNIS 
Would anyone interested in table tennis please 
let me know.  We have the possibility of one or 
two tables, but before we make arrangements 
we need to know the interest.  Ann Henman 
annhenman@gmail.com 

BECKLEY ART BOX 
The hedgehogs will soon wake from their 
hibernation and leave the Art Box, to be 
replaced (all being well) by a photographic 
display. It's been lovely to host the children's 
artwork, and we look forward to a further 
exhibition by Beckley Primary School later in 
the year. If you or your group can offer artwork 
for display, please contact 
 mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 

mailto:judybushrod@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM THE PUB 
We have really enjoyed our first Christmas in 
Beckley and what a festive season it was!  We 
experienced a 'snow-in', during which it felt as 
if the entire village ventured through the snow 
to the pub for some festive cheer and 
neighbourly company in the midst of the power 
cut.  Our mulled wine and Christmas menus 
were enjoyed by many and there was a fair 
amount of singing around the Christmas tree 
going on throughout December.  Christmas 
Day was another first, with dozens of tractors 
descending on the High Street and everyone 
congregating to spread season's greetings and 
good cheer.   Our New Year's Eve celebrations 
also went down a storm, with everyone who 
sampled the four-course menu created by Joe, 
Janis and Elliot raving about the quality of the 
food and amazing tastes to be had - a 
wonderful way to say goodbye to 2017. 
January has been quiet as everyone goes into 
hibernation and tries desperately to be sensible, 
healthy and virtuous - all traits that are 
actively discouraged by any respectable 
landlord or lady!  But the quiet month has 
allowed us all to re-group and plan out the 
coming year.  As the days get longer and the 
snowdrops and crocuses appear, we are 
really looking forward to the approach of 
Spring. Mothering Sunday next month, 
followed quickly by Easter will see the 
beginning of the outdoor season and we have 
exciting ideas to develop the top terrace further 
and make that area a lovely dining space.  
We have decided to have a ‘Good Cause of the 
Year' for The Abingdon Arms and that for 2018 
is one dear to my heart, Maeve's Magical 
Journey. The Abingdon Arms is helping to 
raise money for a little girl, Maeve Norfolk, 
who is four years old and has cerebral palsy.  
She was diagnosed at nine months old and 
since then has had intensive physiotherapy at 
the Footsteps Foundation in Dorchester and at 
home.  Recently, Maeve has been found to 
be eligible for an operation, called selective 
dorsal rhizotomy (SDR), which could enable 
Maeve to walk independently in the future.  
The operation is not available on the NHS and 

to ensure the highest chance of success, the op 
has to be followed by one year of intensive 
daily physiotherapy, which would also have to 
be paid for privately.  We are really pleased to 
be able to support this fundraising endeavour 
and we would like to thank you all in advance 
for your help too.  In 2018, we will be 
fundraising, from introducing a 50p per person 
entry to the monthly quiz, to proceeds from 
our other events throughout the year. For more 
information on our  good cause of the year, 
please see Maeve's Magical Journey'sFacebook 
page or ask me when you pop into the pub. I 
look forward to seeing you all soon and wish 
you all the very best for 2018,  Love Aimee x 

BOOK GROUP 
The last meeting of the Beckley Book Group 
took place on Friday 23 February at the Old 
Manor House where we discussed a record 
three books: Evelyn Waugh’s short story The 
Loved One, Jonathon Sacks’ Not in God’s 
Name, and Frederick Rea’s , A School in South 
Uist.  
Evelyn Waugh had a local connection (see 
earlier article). Jonathan Sacks (formerly Chief 
Rabbi) has written a fascinating interpretation 
of the stories in the Hebrew Bible and makes a 
case for using religion to counter modern-day 
religion-inspired terrorism. Frederick Rea was 
a teacher from the Midlands in the late 19th 
century who wrote this evocative account of 
his experiences as a schoolmaster in the then 
very remote Hebridean island of South Uist, 
where most of the children spoke only Gaelic! 
Our next meeting is planned for 4 May at The 
Old Manor House. Books to be discussed 
are:An Uncommon Reader by Alan Bennett 
(2007), The Boy with No Shoes by William 
Horwood (2005), and  The Invention of 
Wings by Sue Monk Kidd (2014)  

New members to our group are very welcome.  
Our meetings are informal and not the least 
rule-bound. You just need to turn up 
(preferably having read at least one of the 
books!). For further information contact me. 
               Chris Britton   01865 351223    



Village            Hall150 Club - January to March 2018     Results   

Another draw and another group of smiling prize winners! Over the period from April 2017 to 
March 2018 there have been 45 separate prize winners suggesting that participants have a 1 in 4 
chance of a return on their money! this compares very well with other Lotteries. At £12 per share, 
you will be in each of the Monthly draws for the following 12 months.  

The support for the Club has been greater this year than for some time and the prize fund has been 
bigger. Thus, we have paid out £975 in Prizes over the year and, consequently,  have contributed the 
same amount to the funds of the 150 Club. This is good news and I hope that we can continue this 
trend for 2018-19. I have the ambition that we can rename it the 200 Club. 

To recap, the Club exists to support the Village Hall in providing Equipment and Repairs. Our new 
Hall should be largely maintenance free for the foreseeable future and we are in discussion with the 
V/Hall committee as to what new equipment might be needed in the near future to which the 150 
Club could contribute.  On the subject of funding, I am also looking at what external Grants might 
be available to support Groups wanting to use the Hall.  

Finally, I shall be writing to all current subscribers to encourage you to subscribe in 2018-19. You 
will be able to contribute by BACS Transfer (preferable) to Beckley Village Hall 150 Club, Sort 
Code 20-65-21 and Account Number 50157430 using your Name as a reference plus the number of 
shares taken. Please email me at tcloke@waitrose.com to advise that you have done this. 
Alternatively, there will be a Membership Form on the Village website for Cash/Cheque payments. 
Many thanks.             Ted Cloke         01865 358881 

ISLIP DISPENSARY DELIVERY SERVICE 
Some of you will already be aware that our dispensary offers a delivery service, but you may not 
know that we are expanding this. Look out for the Islip Medical Practice delivery van in the next 
few weeks! 
Please support your surgery by ordering your repeat 
prescriptions from us. 
If you would like prescriptions delivered, please contact our 
dispensary and we will be happy to arrange the delivery of your 
routine prescriptions. 

More information (and a form to fill in ) can also be found on our surgery website ( https://
www.islipsurgery.org.uk/practice-information/prescription-home-delivery/) 

1st Prize - £30 2nd Prize - £20 3rd Prize - £15 4th Prize - £10

January Gina Robson Susy Jepson Pam Edmonds 
Seal

Marian Weinstein

February Chris Marsden Chris Britton Patsy Sims Meg Barbour

March Becky Paton Mary Ashdown Vivienne Pearson Crispin Branfoot

mailto:tcloke@waitrose.com
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BECKLEY & AREA COMMUNITY BENEFIT SOCIETY LTD 

‘More than a Pub’ Programme at The Abingdon Arms 

Programme of activities - 
• Community Coffee Mornings:  first Friday of month, 10.00 – 11.30                

• Women of Beckley / Men of Beckley lunches:  WOBBLE first Tuesday of month, 12.30 /  
MOB first Wednesday of month, 12.30  

• Literary meetings:  first or fourth Sunday of month, variable dates, 7.00-8.30 

• Games ‘club’:  second Tuesday of month, 2.30-4.30 – Jenga, Scrabble,  bridge, Mah Jong, 
backgammon, chess, dominoes etc                                        

• Folk sessions:   second Sunday of month, 6.30-8.30  

• Jazz sessions:  third Sunday of month, 6.30-8.30 

• After-school Children’s Activity Café:   Thursdays, 3.30 - 4.30, variable dates               

• Organised walking group: Saturdays 10.30-12.30, variable dates       

Abingdon Arms activities –  

•   Café:   every Friday, 9.00-12.00 

• Quiz night: first Wednesday of month, 7.30 

Confirmed specific events - 

Children’s after-school activity café – 
• 01 & 15 March: mosaic workshop, Becky Paton.  Contact Aimee Butterfield 

aimeebutts1@yahoo.co.uk  

Jazz evening  - 
• 18 March:      Kevin Armstrong (guitar), Mark Hodgson (bass), Mark Doffman (drums) 

Literary / poetry evenings  – ‘Authors and poets of Beckley and the surrounding area’   
• 04 March:     Robert Hewison, Lancaster University  -   ‘John Ruskin’s autobiography, 

Praeterita’ 

• 22 April:     Chris White  – ‘Abducting a General: Patrick Leigh Fermor and the Special 
Operations Executive in Crete’. 

• 03 June:  Stanza 2 poetry group, Oxford   - Poetry evening 

• 02 September:    Tony Strong  – ‘Psychological thrillers: J P Delaney (aka Tony Strong) 
discusses his most recent books’ 

• 28 October:    Ursula Buchan –    ‘John Buchan’ 

        Further information from BACBS website:  bacbs.org/events  or  info@bacbs.org 

mailto:aimeebutts1@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:info@bacbs.org



