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NEWS FROM THE PARISH 
COUNCIL  
PARISH AND DISTRICT COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS These are being held on 2 May 
and the polling station is Beckley village hall.  
All five Parish Council positions are up for re-
election.  To be eligible to stand you must live 
or work in the Parish.  Further details on 
eligibility and other aspects are available from 
the Electoral Commission and SODC web 
sites:   

Guidance for candidates for Parish Council 
election from the Electoral Commission - 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/
assets/pdf_file/0006/141783/Overview-P-and-
C.pdf.  SODC Information for candidates and 
election agents - http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
services-and-advice/local-democracy/elections/
current-and-upcoming-elections/information-
candidates-. 

ANNUAL OPEN PARISH MEETING  This 
meeting is for all Beckley and Stowood 
residents and will take place at 7.30 pm on 
Wednesday 22 May at Beckley Village Hall. 

SODC LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION  
Many parishioners and representatives from 
neighbouring villages attended three SODC 
meetings before Christmas to oppose the Local 
Plan.  Ann Henman and Ginette Camps-Walsh 
spoke for Beckley at the meetings.  Cllrs John 
Walsh and Ginette held a meeting on 30 

January in Beckley village hall about the 
SODC Local Plan, detailing the proposals, the 
issues and how to participate in the 
consultation.  There is considerable local 

concern as one of the new Strategic 
Development Sites included is ‘Land North of 
Bayswater Brook’ formerly known as Lower 
Elsfield and Wick Farm with the addition of 
Bayswater Farm.  The proposal is for 1,100 
new houses and a single-carriageway link/by-
pass road from the junction of the Elsfield 
Road with the ring road to the A40 near 
Sandhills.  A number of other local meetings 
were also held about the Local Plan at Elsfield, 
Barton and Sandhills.  Many local residents 
responded to the consultation.  The PC 
submitted a 28-page response.  All documents 
are available on the Beckley web site.  All 
submissions will be sent to the Government 
and an inspector will be appointed to review 
the Plan and submissions at an enquiry in the 
summer.  There will be an opportunity to speak 
at the enquiry. 
EXPRESSWAY  At the meeting on Friday 14 
December at the village hall there was an 
update on the Expressway by Cllr John Walsh, 
Ginette, Peter Rutt from EAG, Michael Tyce 
from CPRE and others.  Highways England are 
consulting on the different routes and looking 
at issues such as flooding, flora and fauna and 
welcome feedback.  
It was decided by the group that Beckley 
should continue to campaign against the 
Expressway, as although Otmoor has been 
excluded, the southern route is a threat to the 
eastern edge of Otmoor.  This route is likely to 
leave the A34 to the north of Abingdon and cut 
through the Green Belt around Cuddesdon, 
joining the M40 east of Wheatley.           
continued next page 

!

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/141783/Overview-P-and-C.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/141783/Overview-P-and-C.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/141783/Overview-P-and-C.pdf
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/local-democracy/elections/current-and-upcoming-elections/information-candidates-
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/local-democracy/elections/current-and-upcoming-elections/information-candidates-
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/local-democracy/elections/current-and-upcoming-elections/information-candidates-
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/local-democracy/elections/current-and-upcoming-elections/information-candidates-


Traffic would then use the M40 north and there 
may be a new M40 junction between Wheatley 
and Bicester.  This would damage parts of 
Otmoor and the villages near the junction. 
Another meeting will be called shortly to 
organise an action plan and to participate in 
Highways England consultation on which 
route.    
There have been some concerns expressed that 
despite the Highways England and Ministerial 
announcement that Otmoor was safe from the 
Expressway, it may not be.  Our MP John 
Howell has spoken of these concerns to Jesse 
Norman the Transport Minister who has 
assured him in a letter that “… In short, 
Otmoor will not be considered further in the 
route design process and this position would 
only be revisited if local people demanded it, 
which seems unlikely.”   The Beckley web site 
will be updated with a copy of this letter and 
other recent documents on the Expressway. 

OXFORDSHIRE PLAN 2050 WILL 
SHAPE FUTURE OF COUNTY WITH 
HELP FROM RESIDENTS   This Plan 
involves all six Oxfordshire councils and looks 
at the long-term future for the next 30 years 
across Oxfordshire.  It concerns the Growth 
Deal between Oxfordshire and the Government 
to build 1000,000 houses in return for 
infrastructure spending of £215 million. There 
is an exhibition plan at Oxford Town Hall on 
14th March from 3-8 p.m.  Please see District 
Councillor’s report for further details. 

THE OTMOOR FLYER  This valuable bus 
service leaves the Abingdon Arms at 10.40 
a.m. every Tuesday and Friday to Headington 
(near Bury Knowle Park) and central Oxford 
(Broad Street near Balliol), returning from 
central Oxford at 1.15 p.m. and Headington at 
1.30 p.m.  Tickets must be bought in advance 
from the Abingdon Arms, Dee Hazel or 
Stanton shop.  

Ginette Camps-Walsh  Beckley and Stowood  
Parish Council Web site - http://
www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk/  

Parish Council contact - Sue Cox Parish 
Clerk - clerk@beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk  or 01865 351415  

VILLAGE HALL REPRESENTATION 
FROM WICK FARM - REMINDER  The 
village hall management committee would 
very much like to have a representative from 
Wick Farm on their committee.  Please contact 
Geoff Mills Chairman Village Hall 
Management Committee for more information 
or if you are interested 
geoffrey.mills@sipgroup.com  

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S 
REPORT 
Oxfordshire Plan 2050  
All the councils in Oxfordshire, the five district 
councils and the county council, have agreed to 
produce a Joint Strategic Spatial Plan. This was 
known as the “JSSP” but it was realised that 
this was not a catchy title, so it is now renamed 
Oxfordshire Plan 2050. It will attempt to agree 
on policies to cover the years from 2030 to 
2050 after the Local Plans finish.  
There are a series of consultations open, the 
most interesting of which is the Call for Ideas 
which has a closing date for submissions of 
Friday 12 April 2019 at 5pm.  Please see link 
for further information https://
oxfordshireplan.org/. 
SODC Local Plan 
The consultation has closed and responses are 
being collated to be sent to the Inspector with 
the plan during March.  The inspection will 
take place in the summer and I am hopeful that 
the land north of Bayswater Brook will be 
taken out of the plan at that stage. 
Crowmarsh Offices 
SODC has appointed Ridge & Partners LLP to 
organise and project manage the development 
of new offices. The burnt out remains of the 
old office have been demolished.  
John Walsh,  Councillor Forest Hill and 
Holton Ward   
john.walsh@southoxon.gov.uk 
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ART EXHIBITION   27 - 28 APRIL
The Beckley Art Group, that meets on Friday 
mornings (9.30 to 12.30) during ‘term times’, 
is having an exhibition in Beckley Village Hall 
during the week end of 27/28 April (10 to 4). 
There will be about 18 artists exhibiting and 
refreshments will be available! Free entry and 
all welcome. We also welcome new members 
wishing to join our group, so come along to the 
exhibition, or for a coffee at 11:00 on a Friday 
(15/3 to 12/4) in the hall, and meet us!   
             John Stradling         
             John.Stradling@ouh.nhs.ukNotice of  

BECKLEY ART BOX 
The school’s moving tribute for the Armistice 
Day centenary celebration has been replaced 
by an utterly different, but beautiful installation 
in our village Art Box. The new display 
features a slowly rotating mosaic sphere by 
Becky Paton, illuminated by Adrian Pennink. 
Spectral colours become evident in sunlight 
and after dark, lighting up this otherwise dark 
stretch of the High Street. What a joy as our   
days get longer!              Mike Hobbs 
                           mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 
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BECKLEY COMMUNITY SPRING 
CLEAN AND WALK! 
On Sunday 7 April 2.30-4.30pm  come and join 
us.  Starting from the pub with bright clothes, 
gloves and big sacks/bags. We hope to fan out 
along Woodperry Road, New Inn Hall Road, 
and Common Road and meet back at the pub 
for well deserved refreshments. 
MORE HANDS WILL DEFINITELY MEAN 
MORE BEAUTIFUL ROADSIDES! 
HelenStradlinghelen.mcbeath@doctors.org.uk 

 COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES BVH 
                        WEEKLY 
  MONDAY    10:00 - 11:00am   Table Tennis 
                          7:30 - 9pm   Yoga 
  TUESDAY     9:30 - 11am  Pilates 
                          2-4:15pm  Beckley Bells 
  WEDNESDAY   8:30-9:30am  Sr. Circuits 
  FRIDAY         9:30am-12:30pm  Art Group   
                       MONTHLY 
    3rd SATURDAY 10am-4pm Oxford Guild   
                       of Weavers, Spinners, & Dyers 
    1st SUNDAY  Family Church  4-5:30pm   

                PLANNING AHEAD -  
Harvest Supper and Community Caelidh 
Saturday October 5 from 6 - 10pm   

TABLE TENNIS TABLE (FOLDABLE) 
A third table would be a tremendous asset 
for our expanding group of enthusiasts.  
Please contact Alison Kealy 358 714 if 
you have any leads. 

AGM FOR BECKLEY VILLAGE 
HALL 
The Annual General Meeting of Beckley and 
Stowood Village Hall CIO (Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation)  will be held in the 
village hall on Wednesday 27 March at 
8.00pm and is open to all local inhabitants. 
The hall is a registered charity provided for the 
benefit of local people. Please invite your 
members and neighbours to come along to hear 
what the committee have been doing on their 
behalf and to discuss ideas and plans for the 
future. 
Nominations for new Trustees and for 
committee members who could help but do not 
wish to become legal trustees (we call them 
"Friends") would be particularly welcome. 
The address of the Hall is Woodperry 
Road, Beckley, Oxfordshire, OX3 9UZ 
My contact details are below should anyone 
require more background prior to the meeting. 
Geoffrey Mills  Chair 
01865 351171  mills_geoffrey@ymail.com 
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BECKLEY COMMUNITY ORCHARD 
Whilst we lost a couple of working party days 
through bad weather over the winter we have 
been able to get most of the winter tasks 
completed. We’ve had good numbers attending 
the working parties although the size of the 
team seems to be directly related to the state of 
the weather! 
All the trees have received their winter pruning 
and the (now not so new) Thames Water hedge 
has been trimmed in order to be cut and laid 
next winter. Some of the rough areas around 
the edges of the orchard have been strimmed 
back meaning that Constables Piece is ready 
for visitors as the weather improves. 
We have begun removing the tree guards on 
the more established trees leaving just a collar 
of wire netting to provide protection from deer. 
The tree labels designed by children from 
Beckley School were attached to the tree 
guards and their removal has meant that we 
have had to think again about a longer term 
solution to ensure that the trees continue to be 
easily identified. John Fisher and Julie Ross 
created a simple but effective design for labels 
which because of the materials used will last 
for many years.  
Julie Ross’ orchard map design found its way 
on to tea towels and post cards. Whilst the tea 
towels have all sold out there are still packs of 
post cards available. Why not purchase a pack 
for “thank you” notes with a very local 
connection? 
If the enthusiasm and noise generated at our 
wassail is anything to go by we should have a 
fruitful season! The wassail was very well 
attended and the combination of shotguns, 
saucepan lids and wooden spoons with mulled 
cider, hot sausages and a roaring fire will have 
ensured the departure of the bad orchard spirits 
and the continued residence of the good ones! 
The Friends of the Community Orchard 
provide excellent support for this venture so 
please get in touch if you’d like to join. 
Workers are always welcome at our working 
parties held on the first Saturday of the month. 
Peter Ross Beckley Community Orchard 

COMPTON VERNEY VISIT 22 MAY 
A group visit to Compton Verney is planned for 
22 May.  Compton Verney is a beautiful 18th-
century country mansion, converted to house 
art exhibtions of an international standard, and 
set in 120 acres of parkland designed by 
Capability Brown.    As well as the house, 
grounds, and permanent exhibitions, we will 
have our own group tour of the special 
exhibition 'Painting childhood: from Holbein to 
Freud,' which will be on at the time of our visit. 
The visit will cost £19.50 each for the house, 
exhibitions, and grounds.  Compton Verney is 
about 40 miles from here, just south east of 
Stratford-on-Avon.  Transport will probably by 
private cars, though if there is sufficient 
demand I will investigate the option of hiring a 
minibus.   Please email Cathy Davies  
cathyroyoak@gmail.com if you are interested 
and I will send  details when they are available. 

IN MEMORIAM   
Anthony “Tony” Alder died on Saturday 22nd 
December. He was 82. Villagers may have 
known him working on the Otmoor range . 
Tony was found dead on his drive by his friend 
Mick and it is thought that Tony had come out 
to his car and suffered an aneurysm.  A funeral 
took place in January at the Crematorium. 
Tony lived here for many years  after his 
parents moved from Kidlington.  He still 
worked with his friend Mick making BBQs 
from oil drums and all sorts of other things. 
Extremely independent, Tony was loathe to 
take help from anyone but was a great 
conversationalist with many stories once he got 
going. He is survived by his brother and 
nephew. 

CHURCH CONCERT 30 MARCH 
SONGS of LOVE 5-6pm  Concert of 
Secular and Sacred, Tudor and Modern songs 
by the Shotover Singers..  Music, Madrigals 
and favourite hymns to sing. 
ADMISSION FREE, BUT DONATIONS 
TOWARDS REPAIR OF THE CHURCH 
ROOF AND STONEWORK GRATEFULLY 
RECEIVED 
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BECKLEY & AREA COMMUNITY 
BENEFIT SOCIETY 
The Abingdon Arms - Changes are afoot in 
the Front of House team at our community 
pub. Sam Courtney has replaced Ben as Bar 
Manager, Julie has left for the Lake District, 
and we welcome Marta to join Sam, Liam and 
Jenny. Millie and Percy will depart soon for 
their travels, but other travellers may return. 
Marta’s partner James has joined the kitchen 
team. Front of house and kitchen staff have 
been worked hard, for the pub has been 
remarkably busy through January and 
February, benefitting from the fine weather.  
Watch this space - Aimee and Joe are thinking 
of opening on Mondays from Easter, probably 
from noon until 7 or 8pm, offering a ‘walkers 
menu’ of sandwiches etc. We look forward to 
the spring!  

Construction of the new, fully accessible 
toilet block is progressing well, aided by 
the fine spell of weather. The old toilet 
block has gone, the foundations for the 
new block are in place without major 
snags, and the inner shell and floor are in 
place. Building the outer, Cotswold stone 
wall is underway. We can now appreciate 
the configuration and spaciousness of the 
new toilets. The project is on track, and on 
budget, for completion in June. This 
should coincide roughly with the second 
anniversary of Aimee, Joe and their team 
taking over the tenancy. Expect a 
celebration! 
Meanwhile we acknowledge and apologise for 
the inconvenience of the temporary outdoor 
toilets, which has made it difficult for people 
who have restricted mobility.  
Good Neighbour Scheme – BACBS is 
planning to build on the volunteer car transport 
schemes operating already for Noke, 
Woodeaton, Horton cum Studley and Beckley 
to enable residents of all our villages to reach 
The Abingdon Arms for social and ‘More than 
a Pub’ events to which they might otherwise 
not have access because of restricted mobility. 
There is strong support for the proposed, 

expanded Good Neighbour Scheme to provide 
lifts also to GP appointments at Islip Medical 
Practice, and possibly other surgeries. Gina 
Robson, Cathy Davies and Jon Stradling have 
joined representatives of other villages to 
develop the scheme. Could you volunteer to 
help develop the scheme, or as a driver? If you 
are interested, please contact John Stradling at 
john.stradling@ouh.nhs.uk  We’d love to 
hear from you. 
Community engagement –  The BACBS 
Community Engagement Programme is a new 
initiative by Sam Francis who is putting 
together a 'Welcome Pack' for new residents of 
Beckley and surrounding villages when they 
move into the area.  
This pack will give vital information 
about life and facilities in the villages - 
including transport (The Otmoor Flyer and 
Good Neighbour Schemes), the location 
of shops, post boxes etc - as well as 
offering an introduction to our welcoming 
community-owned pub, The Abingdon 
Arms, and our ‘More than a Pub’ 
programme. Sam would also like to 
include other articles of interest such as 
some history of the villages, information 
about our wonderful wildlife, and any 
other information which could add to 
newcomers’ enjoyment of their new home. 
Sam is actively looking for volunteers to 
contribute to the pack, and to identify and 
distribute it to new arrivals. If you would 
like to be part of the programme please 
call Sam at 07809 213874. or email 
samfrancis.private@gmail.com  

Otmoor map launch - BACBS has 
commissioned a small, folding, laminated OS-
based map of the Otmoor area – centred on 
Beckley - with the aim of encouraging 
residents and visitors alike to walk, cycle, and 
to enjoy our lovely countryside and its 
amenities. The map shows the pubs, shops, 
nature reserves and other points of interest, and 
is available for sale (£4.50) at The Abingdon 
Arms and most of the other pubs and shops 
identified on the map.  continued next page 
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The map supports our monthly Community 
Walks from The Abingdon Arms, and we aim 
now to develop a menu of local walks on the 
BACBS website. We need more walk leaders, 
and volunteers to map local routes for the on-
line walks collection. If you are interested, 
please contact Mike Hobbs - 
mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 

Talks programme  -  Following the success of 
Elizabeth Gemmill’s talk about the medieval 
history of Beckley and its hinterland, and 
David Radford’s presentation on the 
archaeology of Oxford, we have an exciting 
future programme of talks at The Abingdon 
Arms. This month, we will present our own 
version of “With Great Pleasure” - on Sunday 
24 March, Mary Stuck and Robert Booth will 
read a varied selection of prose, poetry and 
memoir. This will include work by previous 
subjects of our literary programme - John 
Buchan, John Ruskin, Lewis Carroll, W B 
Yeats and David Attwooll - as well as 
contributions from authors who will feature in 
our future programmes – A E Coppard, Jenny 
Lewis, Kathleen Hale, and Robert Graves. 
Please arrive early if you want a seat! 
Future sessions in the next quarter include 
Poetry on the theme of Place (28 April), 
Mary Stuck’s reading of ‘Lost Local Voices’  R 
D Blackmore and A E Coppard (12 May), and 
The Social History of Littlemore County 
Asylum  (2 June). 
The many people who enjoyed Ursula 
Buchan’s excellent talk about her grandfather 
last October - and others who missed it - will 
be interested to know that her biography of 
John Buchan will be published in mid-April.  
Ursula has offered signed copies of the book at 
£20 (RRP £25). If you would like to order a 
copy, please email Mike Hobbs. Mike has one 
copy left of ‘Evelyn Waugh’s Oxford’ by 
Barbara Cooke, our speaker at the Waugh Feast 
last July, cost £15 (RRP £20).  We are always 
looking for new subjects for our literary and 
local interest talks. Do you have a subject, a 
suggestion, or a contact who could give a talk? 

Please contact Mike Hobbs 
mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 

‘More than a Pub’ programme  - In addition 
to the talks, the March MtaP programme 
includes our first jazz session to feature a 
vocalist (Brigitte Beraha, Sunday 17th), and we 
plan to hold a Jazz Supper at the pub on 
Easter Sunday, 21 April, probably with Creole 
food. Our regular community favourites 
continue - coffee morning (second Friday), 
afternoon tea (last Wednesday), and walk (third 
Saturday or Sunday).  Further beyond March, 
we have arranged with the local Ramblers 
Association an evening walk from The 
Abingdon Arms on Tuesday 11 June, starting 
at 6pm. Please see details on the monthly 
‘More than a Pub’ programmes as they are 
published and do join us if you can! 
Evelyn Waugh Creative Writing Residency –  
As was discussed last year when a blue plaque 
was installed to commemorate Evelyn Waugh’s 
colourful association with The Abingdon Arms, 
a Creative Writing Residency has been 
established in Oxford to draw on Waugh’s 
creativity and to inspire new literary work – 
see https://www2.le.ac.uk/projects/evelyn-
waugh/david-bradshaw-creative-writing-
residency. It is anticipated that the writer in 
residence will develop links with Beckley and 
The Abingdon Arms, possibly including 
delivery of a talk in our literary programme.  
Would any resident of our community like to 
apply for the writing residency? This would be 
a great CV addition for a budding young  
writer, or a joyous interlude for someone 
looking for new inspiration in their life.If you 
are interested in applying for the residency, 
please note that applications close at 5pm on 
Friday 15 March. 
Toilet Twinning – As approved at the BACBS 
Annual Members’ Meeting last November, we 
plan to sponsor three toilets in low-income 
countries that currently do not have access to 
clean water and sanitation - once construction 
of the new Abingdon Arms toilet block has 
been completed.     continued next page 
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This will link our community with three 
communities in underdeveloped countries – see 
https://www.toilettwinning.org/. After some 
initial reservations were raised about the non-
secular origins of the charity Toilet Twinning, 
but following extensive research, the BACBS 
committee has confirmed the original proposal 
because no other charity operates a similar 
programme. 

FROM AIMEE   
We are very much looking forward to spring 
here at the Abingdon Arms and those few 
glorious days of sunshine has put everyone in 
the mood for daffodils and drinks on the 
terrace.  We have some exciting events coming 
up, including the monthly quiz on the first 
Wednesday of every month, our monthly steak 
night on the second Thursday of every month 
and the weekly coffee mornings every Friday 
from 10am.  The Community Afternoon Tea 
has got off to a great start and compliments the 
Community Coffee morning really well.  
Please do come along as it is a great 
opportunity to meet other villagers and have a 
natter over a cup of coffee and a scone.   
We have some terrific music evenings coming 
up.  We were lucky to invite back Phil Baker 
on 10 February, who played fantastically as 
usual and really spiced up a cold Sunday 
evening.  Live music has been booked in for 
every Sunday of each bank holiday weekend – 
please keep an eye on our website for details.  
We are very excited to be hosting the beautiful 
vocalist Brigette Beraha with Frank Harrison 
on keyboards and Mark Hodgson on bass for 
the jazz evening of Easter Sunday – jambalaya 
will be available throughout the evening for 
those still peckish after their Sunday roast.  
This will follow an Easter Saturday of fun and 
games for little ones so bring the kids to the 
pub for a bunny hunt, face painting and a 
colouring competition.  It promises to be a 
fantastic Easter Bank Holiday. 
We are currently offering a set course lunch 
menu, Monday to Friday which also runs into 
the evening between 6pm – 7pm.  We offer 2 
courses for £12 and 3 courses for £15.  The 

menu changes frequently so it is always worth 
a look in our menus to see what’s on offer.  On 
Mothering Sunday we will be serving Hill End 
Farm Lamb as one of the roasts on offer and 
every mum gets a glass of fizz to celebrate – 
book now to avoid disappointment. 
For those new to the village and looking 
forward to exploring some of the beautiful 
walks around the area, walking maps are 
available for sale at the pub, created by the 
Beckley and Community Benefit Society.  
These are in handy waterproof jacket and are 
very easy to follow! 
The toilet block is taking shape and we are all 
very excited to have fantastic new toilets in 
time for summer – thank you to everyone for 
being so patient and understanding in light of 
the disruption, especially the residents of the 
High Street. 
Happy Spring to everyone!  Love Aimee x 
      aimee@theabingdonarms. co.uk 

VILLAGE SUPPER AT THE 
ABINGDON ARMS  20 MARCH  
Wobble and Mob have arranged a combined 
dinner in the Abingdon Arms on Wednesday 
20 March to which everyone in Beckley is 
invited.  All we ask is that you book in advance 
and be seated ready for your food to be served 
at 7.30 pm.  To enable a large number of meals 
to be served at the same time a special menu  
has been negotiated. (Ed. note: no room for 
menu, contact Pub for details)  Time is running 
out, so if you would like to join us please book 
directly with the pub, let them know your 
menu choices and pay£10 deposit per person. 
MOB  (Men of Beckley  -MOB) meet at 
Abingdon Arms 12.30pm on the first 
Wednesday of the month.  Adult male residents 
of Beckley of all ages are welcome to join in 
lunch and cheerful banter.  
            Steve Smithbarkbeetles@gmail.com) 
WOBBLE (Women Of Beckley Big Lunch 
Event)  Women of Beckley meet for lunch at 
the Abingdon Arms at 12.30pm the first 
Tuesday of every month.  If you are interested 
in coming along please contact Sarah Smith 
(beckleysarah@gmail.com).   
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COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
As a newly elected County Councillor I spoke 
at South Oxfordshire District Council’s 
meeting in December and was criticised 
afterwards for my indignant tone and fiery and 
irascible invective, saying “That’s not how we 
do it here.” 
Whilst I respect and understand that realpolitik 
is about consensus building and compromise, 
there are times when a forceful moral stance is 
what I was elected to do.  And, given that the 
person in question had just voted to pave over 
vast swathes of Oxford’s Green Belt I felt I 
was justified in getting hot under the collar! 

For decades Oxfordshire’s Green Belt has been 
protected, but sadly it would seem the plot has 
been lost, with the Plan as approved seeing 
Green Belt land destroyed at Culham, 
Berinsfield, Grenoble Road, Northfield, 
Wheatley and Bayswater Brook. 

Why the sudden change of heart? The council’s 
estimated housing demand is not based on 
objectively assessed need but political 
calculation. They are doing this because the 
government has promised all Oxfordshire’s 
councils a slice of a £215m bung if they build 
100,000 houses in the next 12 years.  I know 
that seems like a lot of houses. It is! It’s a rate 
of building that has never previously been seen 
in the county and it is far in excess of the 
government’s own predicted need for 
Oxfordshire. 

This isn’t about building the necessary houses 
needed for locally justifiable growth. This is a 
government driven experiment to turn our 
county into a UK Silicon Valley. They have 
taken the bribe, hook line and sinker.  It doesn’t 
matter that this paltry sum is a mere drop in the 
ocean when set against the required cost of 
infrastructure to cater for this catastrophic level 
of construction.  

Our former county council planning officer 
David Young has written in the Oxford Mail 
that there is an estimated £8bn infrastructure 
shortfall needed for this number of houses.  

If the newly revised National Planning Policy 
Framework is to be believed then: 
“Inappropriate development is, by definition, 
harmful to the Green Belt and should not be 
approved except in very special 
circumstances.”  Presumably South 
Oxfordshire District Council believes ‘very 
special circumstances’ can include the fact that 
you’ll lose a moderately large inducement if 
you don’t build enough houses. 

The reasons for accepting the Plan are all 
wrong but there is a far more serious reason 
why we must reject this plan.  A report out this 
week stated that human impacts on the 
environment have reached a critical stage and 
threaten to destabilise society and the global 
economy. 

I was born in 1976  but can remember when 
you went for a long drive in the summer you’d 
have to clean the windscreen from all the bugs 
that would be plastered all over it at the end. 
That simply doesn’t happen now. That mass 
annihilation has happened in a few short years 
and is so bad that the UK is described as one of 
the most nature-depleted countries in the 
world.  Simon Lewis, Professor of Global 
Change Science at University College London, 
told BBC News: "This century will be marked 
by rapid social and environmental change - that 
is certain. What is less clear is if societies can 
make wise political choices to avoid disaster in 
the future.”Tim Bearder  Oxford Co. Council   
        Tel - 07789 754727     tim@bearder.com 

Editor’s Note:  As with other articles 
submitted for this edition, I have had to edit 
and cut back Tim’s submission due to lack of 
space.  There is a lot to be digested for 
residents of our parish - and beyond.  This 
newsletter has attempted to offer a sampling.  
Please continue to research for yourselves, ask 
questions, and contact those who represent 
you.  We come at things with different 
perspectives, experiences, and strengths, and 
through that diversity, will come the future.     
Ann Henman  annhenman@gmail.com 
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IN MEMORIAM  Anthony “Tony” Alder 
died on Saturday 22nd December. He was 82. 
Villagers may have known him working on the 
Otmoor range. Tony was found dead on his 
drive by his friend Mick and it is thought that 
he had suffered an aneurysm.  A funeral took 
place in January at the Crematorium. 
Tony lived here for many years after his 
parents moved from Kidlington.  He still 
worked with his friend Mick making all 
manner of things including BBQs from oil 
drums. Extremely independent, Tony was loath 
to take help from anyone but was a great 
conversationalist once he got going. He is 
survived by his brother and nephew. 
LENT QUIET MORNING 
26 MARCH  Stanton House 9:30-12:30pm 
We are delighted that the Revd Liz Hoare has 
kindly agreed to lead a Quiet Morning during 
Lent.  The theme will be “Various ways of 
listening to God”: we all have different 
personalities and so we each find it easier to 
pray and listen to God in different ways.  The 
Quiet Morning is open to anybody regardless 
of whether you come to church.  The cost will 
be £5 to include coffee or tea and biscuits, but 
if that is a deterrent, we can help you with this.  
Please let Hugh Lee know 01865 316245 or 
hugh.lee@btinternet.com  if you would like 
to come or would like to talk more about it. 
      Betty Dye betty.dye10@gmail.com 
CHURCH FUNDING LETTER 
A letter describing the difficulties of keeping 
the Church going has been distributed to 
residents of the Beckley Parish.  The letter, a 
result of meetings of residents from all 
backgrounds and persuasions who are 
concerned about the precarious financial 
position of our “oldest inhabitant”, set out 
possible approaches for the future. See letter 
for details or contact Susy Jepson 
susy.jepson@gmail.com 

GOOD NEWS! 
At last (and it is always a painfully slow 
process to get all the necessary approvals) the 
repairs to the church roof and the conservation 
of the wall paintings will start next month, 

thanks to some extremely generous donations 
for the purpose already received. Susy Jepson 

!  
MEXICAN TRIP  20 Feb - 5 March 
A successful trip to the Yucatan Peninsula and 
Mexico City was enjoyed by twelve 
neighbours and friends from 20 February to 5 
March.  Many, many thanks to Mantina and 
Jose Ramon Lopez-Portillo and their extended 
family and friends for offering us such a 
unique and special insight into the many 
treasures and resources of this magical country.  
The trip was conceived as a way of raising 
funds for the Beckley Church Fabric Project, 
with participants making donations to the fund 
in lieu of what would have been charged by 
professional tour operators.   Ann Henman 

BECKLEY FAMILY SERVICE  Over 
the past few months from a base of near 
nothingness, Beckley Church Family Service 
has shown steady growth in attendance - from 
a celebration of New Year resolutions in 
January to a brightly lit Candlemas in 
February, to Pancake Praise and Mothering 
Sunday in March., and a Palm Sunday service 
for April, so please reserve: 
 - Sunday 31 March 9:30 Mothering Sunday  
                                            Morning Prayer 
   Sunday 14 April 9:30 Palm Sunday    
           (anybody got a donkey?) 
Family Service means just that, something for 
all from young children to golden oldies.  But I 
hate working on my own: I need a team, so if 
you would like to help in any way from 
planning the flowers to reading the prayers, 
making coffee to sitting with the children, 
please let me know.  Betty Dye 07910356343 
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Swimming Gala 
I am delighted to report that Beckley School 
WON the Wheatley Partnership Swimming 
Gala in Kidlington! We are very proud of the 
children, not only for the win, but for the 
outstanding sportsmanship and grace shown in 
their victory. 

!  
Author Visit 
In the next stage of our drive to inspire the 
pupils, we welcomed author Grant Koper into 
school. Grant did very dramatic reading of one 
of his books, The Day Granny’s Knickers Blew 
Away! 

!  
Sports Hall Athletics 
Children from Years 4, 5 and 6 participated in 
the annual Sports Hall Athletics event at 
Wheatley Park School. All of the pupils 
worked really hard and finished in 4th place 
overall. 

!  

Schools’ Concert 
Year 4 visited the Sheldonian Theatre to attend 
Oxfordshire’s Schools’ Concert. The children 
learnt about the different instruments within an 
orchestra and listened to a range of exciting 
pieces. Here is what the pupils thought: 
“I loved listening to the different instruments, 
especially the drums during the ‘How to train 
your dragon’ tunes.” Harvey 
“When I am older, I want to play musical 
instruments just as well as the people in the 
orchestra.” Molly 
“I liked listening to the flutes and singing 
along with the Greatest Showman songs” 
Bethany 
Chess Tournament   
We hosted Windmill Primary’s Chess Team for 
a friendly tournament. The children played 
brilliantly in a series of close matches, which 
culminated in final score of 8-6 to our 
opponents. 

!  
Ofsted Outcome 
We are delighted with the overall judgement of 
GOOD from our inspection last term and 
especially pleased with so many incredibly 
positive comments, some of which include: 
“Pupils are nurtured and cared for well." 
"Across your school there is an industrious yet 
joyful atmosphere.” 
"The teaching of early reading is particularly 
strong. This is because it is carefully 
organised, thoughtfully monitored, and 
teachers have high expectations of pupils’ and 
children’s levels of concentration." 
"Governors’ views of the school are incisive 
because they understand published 
performance information very well and use it 
to hold school leaders account.""Safeguarding 
is a real strength.” The full report can be found 
on our website:   www.beckleyschool.com 

http://www.beckleyschool.com


Beckley Village Hall 150 Club Draw 
Results 

Congratulations to the winners and the draw 
results above signify the end of the 2018/19 
phase of the 150 Club membership. Inevitably, 
this means that we are asking for you to renew 
your subscriptions for the period 2019/20. Your 
support over the past years has meant that we 
have accrued funds which will support the 
Village Hall committee in meeting costs for 
new or replacement equipment and any 
unexpected repair costs.  

I have written previously that we intend to 
support the purchase of Audio Visual 
equipment to provide for a Film Club, yet 
another activity in our thriving Hall. We are 
also investigating the acquisition of a third 
Table Tennis table such has been the popularity 
of this new activity! 

I have attached the traditional paper format 
Membership form but we will continue the 
feature introduced previously of payment by 
BACS (details on the renewal form), Internet 
Banking if you prefer that description. It has 
proved to be a very popular method of 
payment. I only ask that, if you use this method 
of payment, that you advise me by email at 
ted.cloke@icloud.com, and there will be no 
need to fill in the paper based form. Just let me 
have the number of shares purchased and the  
amount transferred. 

Finally, thanks again for your continued 
support, you have my heartfelt thanks and 
those of the stalwart volunteers on the VH 
committee. 
A thriving Village Hall adds to the attraction of 
our village and which, combined with our Pub, 
makes Beckley such a great place to live. 
Ted Cloke  tedcloke ted.cloke@icloud.com 

HISTORY PROJECT  Historical events 
can often be dismaying, but history is 
ultimately encouraging; it’s concerned with 
change, possibility, adaptation, and finding 
ways. It’s concerned with human experience 
and achievement of every kind.  In studying 
the history of Beckley, the newly formed group 
can try to understand what the village and its 
population have been - and why; to raise 
questions, solicit suggestions, and consider 
implications which explain the village we 
experience now. We will try to find evidence 
which the past has left for us in its buildings, 
traditions and people. By finding out about the 
past we not only understand our village as it is 
now, but we may also see when we got it right, 
when we have gone wrong - and why. 
Potentially history may help us to find 
possibilities for the future of this ancient and 
beautiful place.-And that’s why history, all 
history, matters. It really does matter.  
 Jayne Todd  toddsyard@icloud.com  

The history project now has a link on the 
Beckley and Stowood web site. https://
beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk/about/
history.   Come and join us at Marion 
Weinstein’s at 2pm on Wednesday 26 March 
if you would like to participate in the project.    

EDITOR’S NOTES:   You really over-
loaded me this time!!!  Thankfully, there were 
MANY helpers that came in and contributed 
their talents and expertise.  But it is exciting 
and challenging and not to be missed or 
ignored.   Read, enjoy, do what you can.  The 
next issue is scheduled for publication 1 June, 
with a deadline for submission of 20 May.      
Ann Henman    annhenman@gmail.com 

January 
2019

February 
2019

March 
2019

1st Prize - 
£30

Erica & 
Ian Cave

Pia Key John 
Baker

2nd Prize 
- £15

Ray 
Blackler

Jo & John 
Ovens

Christine 
Marsden

3rd Prize - 
£10

Kate & 
Andrew 
McMichae
l

Maggie 
Faulkener

Vilma & 
Dave 
Drew

4th Prize - 
£5

Liz Reis Richard 
Rawlinson

Hilary 
Darrah
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THE IONA SERVICE 
The Iona service is for people from different 
walks of life and traditions, all faiths and none. 
It is open to everyone, recognising how much 
we can learn from one another and the 
importance of coming together as a community 
to explore what inspires us.  Now in its 
eleventh year, we keep the service short to 
make it accessible for all ages. Making the 
most of our Christian heritage of centuries of 
contemplative prayer, we have simple prayers, 
chants and songs from the Celtic tradition of 
Iona and combine these with others from 
around the world. We also include a few 
minutes of silence and a brief talk from one of  
our number. Come and snuggle in a blanket in  

our beautiful old building as we take time out 
of our busy lives to mindfully focus on what’s 
important to us. 3rd Sunday of the month 6pm. 
        Kate Lea and Emma Fergusson 

SERVICES EASTER WEEK, EASTER 

PALM SUNDAY  14th APRIL                                
MORNING PRAYER     9.30am 

TUESDAY 16th APRIL                                           
COMPLINE                    8pm 

GOOD FRIDAY   19th APRIL                                   
BENEFICE REFLECTION (hour before the Cross)   
2pm    at FOREST HILL 

EASTER DAY   21st APRIL                                    
PARISH COMMUNION   9.30am     

Beckley Village Hall 150 Club ~ 201920 Membership: 
Is it still necessary?  

Absolutely. Our new Hall has been a great 
success and is used to great effect. The impact 
on physical activity is dramatic with Pilates, 
Yoga, Circuits and Table Tennis groups having 
been established.  It remains essential that we 
continue to make provision for expenditure on 
both equipment and maintenance to ensure that 
the hall remains in good condition. 

The 150 Club will support the purchase of an 
Audio Video system in the Hall this year. This 
is only possible following your generous 
support over the past few years for which we 
thank you. Please support us in our efforts this 
year.  You can join using the enrolment form 
below or by means of BACS transfer using the 
details below.  

******************************************************************************** 
2019/20 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP TO THE BVH 150 CLUB. 
I wish to become a member of the Beckley Village Hall 150 Club for 12 months. (The rules of the 
Club can viewed at the home of Ted Cloke). 
Signed …………………………………………  Name…………………………………………… 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………..……… 

Tel:…………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Email address…………………………………………. (To aid future contact) 

Number of Shares (£12 each)…………………………….…CASH (  ) CHEQUE (  ) BACS (  ) 

If possible it would be preferable that payment is made by BACS. Payments should be made to:  
Beckley Village Hall 150 Club:  Sort Code: 20-65-21  Account Number:  50157430   

Payment Ref: Your surname. 
Please advise me by email if you use this payment method.  Thank you.Alternatively, please return 
cheques to: Ted Cloke  Hornbeams Woodperry Road Beckley OX39UY  
Tel: 01865 358881  Ted Cloke  ted.cloke@icloud.com 

mailto:ted.cloke@icloud.com



