
The Beckley and        
Stowood Newsletter   
News Views and Comment from  
around the Parish  Summer  2017  
Produced under the auspices of the Beckley and Stowood Parish  Council 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
NEWS FROM THE PARISH 
COUNCIL 
THE VILLAGE HALL -OFFICIAL 
OPENING CELEBRATION   On Saturday 
18 March over three hundred Beckley & 
Stowood residents and visitors from other local 
villages came to see the new hall. Two 
exceptionally well produced and very funny 
performances of Beckley's own Cinderella 
were put on by a wonderful cast and supporting 
crew led by Eleanor Giles and Anthea Dobry.  
In between the matinee and evening shows 
teas, canapés and refreshments were served 
before a fabulous firework display above the 
hall. The Parish Council would like to thank 
Big Lottery for its huge support for the Village 
Hall project and its launch (£495,000), as well 
as funders South Oxfordshire District Council 
(£100,000) and Viridor Credits (£75,000) - the 
hall could not have been built without these 
funds. -   David Scott PC Chairman 

ANNUAL PARISH OPEN MEETING - 
Monday 26 June 2017 at 7pm 
This is an opportunity to review the past year 
and to ask questions and make suggestions.  It 
will be held at the Village Hall.  We hope as 
many parishioners as possible will attend. 

SODC EMERGING LOCAL PLAN – 2033 
– Second Preferred Options 
The consultation on the latest Local Plan ran 
from 29 March to  17 May 2017 and residents 
were encouraged to submit their views. 
The strategic sites in this plan are- 

• Culham 
• Berinsfield 
• Chalgrove 

Even though Wick Farm and Lower Elsfield 
are no longer strategic sites it is possible that 
there may be legal challenges to the Plan and 
recent reports in local newspapers give rise to 
concerns about development on these sites. In 
recent meetings residents of Wick Farm have 
expressed their worries about the loss of their 
homes and countryside they now enjoy.  In the 
Neighbourhood Plan Survey 84% of 
respondents wanted to preserve the Green Belt 
and 66% wanted to be protected from being 
part of Oxford City. The PC submitted a 
response and encouraged others to do so. 
SODC WASTE RECYCLING  
During September there will be separate 
collections for food waste.  Food waste will be 
collected by a separate smaller vehicle, at a 
different time, but on the same day as your 
regular refuse collection, usually Mondays.  A 
reminder not to put black or coloured bags in 
the green recycling bins.  

NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN 
The Steering Group is progressing well with 
the Neighbourhood Plan and is now developing 
future planning policies for the whole of 
Beckley and Stowood Parish, based on the 
surveys and feedback from residents.  The 
Parish lies entirely in the Green Belt so no 
development sites can be designated and any 
future development must comply with National 
Planning regulations, including those for the 
Green Belt. The ‘Development Site Criteria’ 
were decided at a residents meeting, were 
published in the winter newsletter and are on 
the web site.          (continued  page 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN    (continued from page 1) 
The Steering Group would still welcome 
further feedback on Design Criteria – how 
would you like the parish to look, what should 
future houses look like and avoid looking like?  
What important views do you want to 
preserve?   We have received a lot of feedback 
when residents are disappointed with new 
buildings, but need to be able to formulate 
positive policy guiding future building. 
Please do give us some more feedback on your 
views of these design criteria via the short 
survey form on the web site - https://
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NP-DESIGN-
FEEDBACK or by e-mail -
camps.walsh@btinternet.com  
If you would like to join the Steering Group or 
one of the working parties, or have any queries 
or input please contact Ginette Camps-Walsh 
camps.walsh@btinternet.com 351762 

SAVE THE DATE -  Firework Night 
on Saturday 4 November 2017 

Please send the Clerk your email address if you 
do not receive Parish Council Information 
electronically.   Parish Council contact -  Sue 
Cox Parish Clerk - clerk@beckley-and-
stowood-pc.gov.uk  or 01865 351415 

Web site - http://www.beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk/       Ginette Camps-Walsh 
          Beckley and Stowood Parish Council 
 

                DEVIL’S/GIANT’S TOENAIL 
‘Who has found the largest fossilised oyster 
shell  in the environs of Beckley?’,  Simon 
Hogg asks.  If you think it might be you, please 
contact             Ann Henman            
                annhenman@gamail.com  

!  
      NAMING OF THE ART BOX 
I have been asked to make an official name 
plate in mosaic for our Artbox and would like 
feedback on what it should be called.   

It would be great to hear from anyone with 
thoughts you may have on this. What would 
you like the box to be called?  

Do, please, let me know.    

Becky Paton       becky@beckymosaics.co.uk 
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ABINGDON ARMS RE-OPENING 
IN JUNE 
Great news! The community-owned Abingdon 
Arms in Beckley is re-opening for business 
from midday on 22 June. The Beckley and 
Area Community Benefit Society has 
appointed a fantastic local team – Aimée 
Bronock, Joe Walton, Tom Bronock, Casey 
Small and Nick Ford – to take over the tenancy 
and run The Abingdon Arms for the Society. 
Brother and sister, Aimée and Tom, and long-
standing friend Joe have all grown up in 
Oxfordshire and worked together before. They 
have formed a team – alongside Nick and 
Casey – to run The Abingdon Arms and take on 
the tenancy. Aimée has been running the family 
business and has worked in several pubs, front-
of-house and behind the scenes. Tom, Nick and 
Casey are directors of a local live events 
company, The Cocktail Service. They ran Joe 
Perks bar and are now the tenants at The Globe 
in St Clements, Oxford. Joe is head chef at The 
Globe and has previously worked, among other 
places, at The Crown in Woodstock and The 
Anchor in North Oxford. Aimée and Tom were 
looking for a new venture and have a soft spot 
for the Abingdon Arms as they used to cycle 
from Oxford to Beckley for pub lunches. They 
are very much pub people and are looking to 
make a real success of The Abingdon Arms.  
The pub will be completely refurbished to 
make the most of its assets. The interior is 
going to be lightened up and focuses very 
much on comfort while still retaining the 
traditional features that make The Abingdon 
Arms so attractive. The garden again will focus 
on comfort with plenty of seating options and 
heaters to allow customers to make the most of 
Oxfordshire’s best view. 
The team are going to create a strong food-led 
business that caters for the local community as 
well as the wider area. They will stock several 
different ales and lagers with featured guest 
ales from different local breweries as well as a 
varied selection of wines, craft gins, other 
spirits and a good range of soft drinks. They 
are passionate about making the most of all the 

amazing local produce that can be found in 
Oxfordshire and to put this ethos at the centre 
of their plans for both the food and drinks at 
The Abingdon Arms.  
The Society is delighted to have new tenants in 
place at The Abingdon Arms and the pub re-
opening for business. The community preview 
opening is on the evening of 21 June  for 
residents of the surrounding villages and 
shareholders.  The public opening is midday 
on the 22 June.  Opening hours will be 
Tuesday to Saturday midday to 11pm and 
Sunday midday to 9pm.  Closed Mondays.  
Telephone 01865 655 667. 
In October 2016, the Society launched a share 
offer to save the local pub and raised nearly 
£500,000 from close to 300 investors. With 
finance in place, they made an offer to 
Brakspear to buy the pub. The offer was 
accepted in December and in January the sale 
went through. Since then a large number – over 
100 – of local volunteers have pulled together 
to get the pub ready to open for business by 
repairing, painting, clearing the garden, 
rebuilding the car park wall and running the 
pub voluntarily until the new tenants were 
appointed. The re-opening of the pub with new 
tenants in place is an exciting next step for The 
Abingdon Arms, the Beckley and Area 
Community Benefit Society and the local 
community. We would like to take this 
opportunity to welcome Tom, Aimée and Joe 
and wish them every success for the future. 
Beckley and Area Community Benefit 
Society Management Committee 



DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S 
REPORT – May 2017 Unitary Local 
Government for Oxfordshire 
Following the County Council’s publication of 
its revised proposals earlier this year, SODC 
and the Vale councils decided to join them in 
preparing a combined bid based on the 
strengths of all three councils.  This plan is 
now with the Department for Communities and 
Local Government. 
SODC Local Plan 2033 

The Second Preferred Options consultation ran 
between 29th March and 17th May 2017.   
Four drop-in events were held across the 
district.  
The strategic development sites are Culham,  
Chalgrove, and Berinsfield. The responses and 
feedback are currently being reviewed and will 
be published in due course.  This is the fourth 
stage of our plan making process.  In the 
previous three consultation stages, we received 
and considered nearly 15,000 comments.   This 
Second Preferred Options document is not the 
final version of our Local Plan. SODC intends 
to publish the final version before the end of 
2017, at which time the public and residents 
will have a further opportunity to make your 
views known. 
New Waste Vehicles to Improve Collections  
SODC is planning to introduce a new fleet of 
waste collection vehicles in September which 
will further improve our refuse collection 
service.  In addition, the food waste will be 
collected separately by a smaller vehicle, but 
on the same day as the normal waste 
collection.   
SODC Successes 
Community Safety - Even with the major cuts 
of the austerity years, our Police & Crime 
Commissioner has introduced initiatives seeing 
Thames Valley Police Force's performance 
maintain its position as one of the effective 
forces, right at the top of the League. Our 
Community Safety Team work closely with the 
CS Partnership strengthening the County’s 
contributions. 

Waste and Recycling  - For the third year 
SODC has been awarded top place in the 
Recycling League Table in the country.  
Finances - South Oxfordshire remains a 
financially sound council.  Despite increasing 
financial restrictions, SODC has been able to 
freeze our part of the council tax for the second 
year running,. Our sound and prudent approach 
to money has still allowed us to maintain our 
Capital & Revenue Grants scheme.  This 
scheme has provided - 
Revenue Grants - £391,037 to 15 organisations 
towards their 2016-17 running costs.  SODC 
also awarded £1.7 million to a further 17 
organisations for the four years 2017-21. 
Capital Grants - £998,817 to 25 projects 
including play area improvements, window 
replacements and defibrillators.  This is the 
scheme which contributed £100,000 to Beckley 
Village Hall.  SODC will be maintaining this 
in the coming year.  Cllr John Walsh  South 
Oxfordshire District Council  07860 786470 
John.Walsh@southoxon.gov.uk  

IN MEMORIAM 
John Pether, of The Blossoms High Street, died 
in his home on 6 April.  John and Mauveen had 
moved to Beckley in January 1957 after John 
had seen an advertisement in the Times for two 
fixer-upper adjoining cottages in the village 
and remembered that Mauveen had always 
wanted to live there since taking a wrong turn 
on a Girl Guide cycling trip to Noke.  John 
took her to view the cottages, both agreed to 
the £10 deposit, and the rest is history.   
     It was their first house as well as first major 
do-it yourself project.  They camped out during 
the long and complex process, which was  
helped by John’s being in the. air-conditioning 
and refrigeration business.  Both were keen 
gardeners. Children Ann and Matt.attended 
Beckley school and in the summer went with 
their parents on family camping trips across 
Europe, with France being a particular 
favourite.  John’s ability for hard work, his 
sense of humour, and delight in family and 
friends have been a gift to our community.   

mailto:John.Walsh@southoxon.gov.uk


THE OTMOOR COLLECTIVE 
OXFORDSHIRE ARTWEEK SHOW 
IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
Over the weekend of 13 - 14 May,  18  artists 
and artisans held a collective exhibition in the 
Village Hall as part of Oxfordshire Artweek 
2017.   

We named ourselves The Otmoor Collective 
and were made up not just of our own village 
creative talent, but a few others working in 
villages scattered around Oxfordshire. We put 
together a carefully curated exhibition offering 
an exciting and diverse range of original art 
and craft including paintings, mixed media art, 
handwoven and up-cycled textiles, mosaics,  

delicate concrete objects for home and garden, 
handmade jewellery and ceramics.  

The new Village Hall lent itself beautifully to 
our first ever exhibition; crisp white linen 
tablecloths covered the tables which were 
laden with beautiful and tempting objects, and 
a mass of art (almost worthy of the Summer 
Exhibition!), hung from the newly installed 
hanging system around the walls.  We had a 
huge number of visitors over the weekend and 
plenty of positive feedback about the quality of 
the work, and the amazing building.   

On Saturday morning, it was wonderful to 
welcome a women's cycling group who had 
planned their route of Otmoor specifically to 
include our exhibition.  They all parked their 

bikes against the gabion walls and came in for 
some tea, cake, and art, and then cycled on 
again.  We also welcomed families who had 
cycled from Stanton, and many friendly faces 
from neighbouring villages, along with a huge 
amount of support from Beckley residents.  
Thank you all for coming. 

Hopefully, this will be the first of many 
art exhibitions in the Village Hall.   

Many thanks to everybody who helped make 
the show such a success, especially John 
Stradling, Michael and Mary Worthington, 
Kate and Ru Carruthers, Liz and Bob Bixby, 
Ant Devere, David Scott, Maeve Bayton, Chris 
Paton, Felix Paton and Finlay McMichael plus 
many more from outside the village. 

If you would like to see more of The Otmoor 
Collective, do follow our social media 
platforms where we will continue to talk about 
the work we do and the importance of 
creativity, particularly within local 
communities. 

Instagram: @tocotmoor   
Twitter: @TOCOtmoor   
Facebook: The Otmoor Collective  
Medium: TheOtmoorCollective 
To see some of the work that was on sale at 
the exhibition visit our Tumblrsite: 
https://theotmoorcollective.tumblr.com/ 

!  

x-apple-data-detectors://2
https://theotmoorcollective.tumblr.com/


BECKLEY SPORTS AND SOCIAL 
GROUP 
Beckley has a thriving Sports and Social Group 
who play football, squash and golf on a weekly 
basis. The group first formed to play friendly 
cricket in 1988, and as a way of keeping 
together during the winter months started 
playing indoor football at Wheatley Sports 
Centre every Sunday from 5-6pm.  We are still 
going strong to this day some 29 years later 
with a group ranging from 15 to 67 years of 
age.  If you are interested in joining us please 
get further details from David White on 07802 
877922. 
If anyone has contact with a local cricket team, 
either socially or through work, we would be 
very interested in playing one or two friendly 
matches - contact Dave Drew on 07734 
911440. 
We play squash every Thursday from 4.30pm, 
also at Wheatley Sports Centre, on three glass 
back courts and play till we drop!  The players 
range in age from 29-69 and we play two 
games on then rest.  Again, please get further 
details from David White on 07802 877922. 

Golf is a casual roll-up every Tuesday during 
the summer months at Studley Wood Golf 
Club.  The balls are thrown up on the putting 
green ready for a 5pm first tee.  We play a 9 
hole stableford with handicaps varying from 
0-28 due to our own very unique handicapping 
system designed to ensure nobody wins too 
often.  We also have ‘nearest the pin’ 
competitions on the 4th and 8th par 3 holes, plus 
the very competitive longest walk prize.  Ken 
Heathcote is very keen for Beckley to have its 
own corporate group from the village who do 
not play enough golf to warrant a full 
membership. If you are interested in joining 
this please contact Dave Drew on 07734 
911440. 

We have also played a number of other sports, 
including netball, hockey, extreme frisbee and 
an annual ski trip.  If you have any contact 
with any other competitive team sport who 
want a friendly game we would like to hear 

from you.  If you can’t participate you are 
more than welcome to join us for après at a 
local hostelry after any event.  
   Dave Drew  davidrogerdrew@gmail.com 

BRING AND SHARE SUPPER  
16 JUNE 
A Bring and Share Supper is planned for 16 
June between 6:30 and 9:30 in the Beckley 
Village Hall. Suggestions are that we bring a 
dish to share along with beverage of your 
choice.  Any ideas welcome - meat, fish, 
vegetarian, salad, dessert … let us know your 
choice to avoid over-dosing on sticky pudding!   
Offers of help will be warmly welcomed.  May 
we have contributions of £1.50 a head to cover 
the cost of the BVHall.  Ring or email         
               Judy Bushrod 358 506   
             judybushrod@gmail.com 

WALK AND PUB SUPPER 
A walk has been planned for all interested 
participants for Thursday 6 July.  We will meet 
at the Abingdon Arms and walk up Sandpath to 
Common Road, cross the B4027, and continue 
to Wick Farm and Bayswater Brook, which we 
will follow until we turn toward Sydlings 
Copse and back to the village for a pub meal.  . 
Call or email Jan Weller if you  are interested 
in participating.  More details such as menu 
and meal prices will be available closer to the 
hike.  This is our chance to see an area of our 
Parish that, although officially recognised for 
its beauty and history, is under threat of 
encroaching development.  Be informed - and 
have fun in the process!   Jan Weller 01865 
351693   janfredbeckley@tiscali.co.uk 

BARN DANCE IN OCTOBER  
A barn dance for all ages and degrees of 
experience is being planned for October in 
the Village Hall.  Please let Ann or Geoff 
Henman know if you would like to help 
with any of the arrangements.  Ann and 
Geoff Henman annhenman@gmail.com  
01865351492 
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THE PHOTO 
If love is lost the clocks then stop a while. 
Such sorrow lasts for ever and a day 
yet time moves on and seeks tomorrow’s tale. 
If love is found then hold it firm and stay 
awhile for such are precious fragile thoughts 
to fill the mind and being as they may. 

If I were young again, with broken hearts, 
first loves, so many hopes, forgotten dreams, 
I’d live once more and play my many parts. 
If I am old then life is filled, it seems , 
with fondest memories of loves and friends 
now gone to where?- not known by any means. 

If faces blank unknown to mind that tends 
to loss yet looks and seeks a former ghost, 
in  forgetful fogs like blank, drawn down  
blinds, 
and  wait awhile then all will not be lost. 
This photo  held will kindle memories 
of life well loved though yet at such a cost. 
                    John Edmonds-Seal 

BECKLEY COMMUNITY 
ORCHARD 
This is very much “an article in two parts” – 
one looking back and the other looking 
forwards. 
The orchard is now established and our 
planting scheme has been completed such that 
this is now regarded by some as an important 
collection of some of Oxfordshire’s fruit trees. 
We have ensured that a significant number of 
the trees are originally from Beckley or 
Horton-cum-Studley and many of these are 
found in the area close to the orchard entrance. 
The trees put on a splendid show of blossom 
this year and it is pleasing to see how much of 
it has set. 

Wildflowers have returned to Constable’s Piece 
as a result of proper management of the grass 
and as with last year we’ll be leaving sections 
of the orchard to flower and set seed hopefully 
ensuring a further increase in numbers and 
varieties of wildflowers. 

The hedge adjoining the Thames Water track 
has put on a huge amount of growth and within 
the next couple of years will be ready to lay. A 
stretch of the old blackthorn hedge has already 
been laid and this will be completed in the 
winter. 
Having seen the orchard established and being 
used by many in the community (including the 
school) the time has come for me to hand on 
the baton of the Chairman. I am extremely 
grateful to my fellow trustees and members of 
the management group for all their work and 
support over the five years of planning and 
planting. The management group has asked me 
to continue to oversee the “orchard husbandry” 
– a task that I’m delighted to be involved in. 
And so….. Nick Crowley has agreed to take on 
the role of Chairman and will be formally 
elected at our AGM in the autumn. Our AGM 
will be held on the same evening as our 
orchard supper in the Abingdon Arms – more 
information nearer to the time. 
And with that I now hand over to Nick….  
                         Peter Ross 

My first happy duty.....of course.....is to extend 
warmest thanks on behalf of the Trustees and 
Friends of the Community Orchard to Peter 
Ross for all his hard work and dedication in 
setting up the Trust and getting us this far.  And 
not forgetting Julie who spent so much effort in 
preparing the planting plan and much, much 
more. 
I am so thankful too that the group will still be 
able to call on the continuing services and 
experience of not just these two, but all the 
other Trustees and management group. 
It is my hope that as the trees continue to grow 
and flourish ...(ever optimistic !) so the orchard 
will continue to be enjoyed  increasingly by the 
community at large.  After all, that is what it 
is.....a community resource...so a warm 
welcome to all existing Friends and new ones 
for the coming season.      Nick Crowley  
                          nick.crowley@outlook.com 
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OTMOOR FLYER BUS SERVICE 
TO OXFORD 
Due to County Council cuts, Beckley lost the 
108 and 118 buses in 2016 – but do remember 
that the 4 parishes have got together to ensure 
some transport into Oxford is available twice a 
week from each village. The charge is £1.50 
single journey through purchasing a “token 
card” which the driver will punch on board. 
You can buy the tokens at Stanton Village Shop 
or send a cheque for £15 (5 trips), £30 (10 
trips) or £60 (20 trips) made payable to The 
Otmoor Flyer : to Dee Hazell, The Old Chapel, 
High Street, Beckley, Oxon, OX3 9UU with 
your name and address. Please support this 
service – use it or lose it. 
Beckley: Tue and Fri at 10.40am from 
the bus stops 
Stanton St John: Mon and Thu at 
10.40am from outside the shop  
Horton: Tue and Fri at 10.30am from the 
bus stops  The minibus stops in Headington 
and Beaumont St.   It returns from the same 
locations at 1.15 and 1.30pm respectively 
(driver will specify) 

THANK YOU MIKE AND MARY 
It is with deep sadness that we bid good bye to 
Mike and Mary Worthington, who are moving 
to Wheatley.  Mike and Mary’s  talents and 
thoughtfulness have  kept Beckley alive and 
caring.  Among their many contributions have 
been Mike’s winding of the church clock twice 
a week, and his role in the Art Group.Mary has 
played the organ at the church each week and 
organised activities for the Interest Group. 
Both put together the concerts that paid for 
refurbishment of the church organ. Both were 
in the Book Group.  The list could go on .on. 
Mike and Mary cared, and gave. Our deepest 
appreciation and best wishes go with them.   

VILLAGE HALL  
We now have a new Village Hall, after six 
years in the planning, and all the feedback we 
have received is positive but with helpful 
caveats. Those caveats and the inevitable 
settling in issues run to a to-do list still with 38 
outstanding items and no doubt more will arise.  
The PC are still in contract with the builders 
(Kingerlee) who have a defect remediation 
obligation for the first year following our 
taking over of the Hall.  We are also looking at 
a number of improvements that we can make, 
based both on operational feedback but also, as 
we get closer to final completion, we will 
know what funds can be released from our 
contingency for various items on our ‘wish list’ 
on which the PC has held back for financial 
prudency.  The PC’s commitment remains that 
there will be no increase to the rate precept. 

Hiring of the Hall is progressing well and we 
are so grateful to John Baker for continuing to 
run our Hall hire service.  He is greatly helped 
in this by a wonderful website created by 
Adrian Hampshire that we urge you all to visit. 
See www.beckleyvillagehall.org 

This is both a powerful marketing tool for us 
with links to national data bases but also 
almost fully automates the booking process.  
Potential hirers can check Hall availability by 
clicking the Bookings tab and then make an 
on-line application by following the links 
under that same Bookings tab. 

You can also check Hall facilities and layout 
for event planning and our aim has been that 
the website should contain everything you 
might need to know to plan your hire.  Please 
let us know(booking@beckleyvillagehall.org) 
if you think anything is missing. 

We have a cleaning and facility management 
contract with All in One Cleaning who also 
provide an emergency advice and call-out 
service (details, of course, on our website) 
should any hirers need immediate assistance.   
                      (continued page 9) 
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VILLAGE HALL .continued from page 8) 
We are keen to develop sports in the village 
and it was a difficult decision to turn down (in 
fact place qualifications that were in the event 
unacceptable to the applicants) two 
applications for the use of the Hall and playing 
fields for football.  Both were from outside the 
village and the Trust felt that the risk of visual, 
noise and parking intrusion for nearby 
residents was on balance not acceptable.  
However, we do hope that we can encourage 
use of both the Hall and the playing field for a 
range of sports from our and the local 
community. Volunteers to organise such 
activities would be welcomed with open arms. 
The PC is organising its annual open evening 
on Monday 26 June and feedback on and 
suggestions for improvements to the Hall will 
be a key item on the agenda.  Suggestions will 
then be discussed by the Trust and the PC and 
at that point the financial position should be 
clear as to what funds might be allocated for 
our “wish list” and what you consider the 
priorities to be.  So please turn up on the 26th!
We have a wonderful facility and we aim to 
keep it that way with high quality ongoing 
maintenance. 
On a penultimate note, the Trust has suffered 
some attrition over the past six years and we 
would welcome, and indeed need, some new 
volunteers to refresh our committee and help 
take us into the future.  Please contact any of 
the Trustees if you would like to volunteer or 
discuss what is involved.  Who are they? Well 
of course all you now need to do is to look at 
our new website where, under the Document 
tab, you will find a current list of Trustees. 
On a final note you will see that we have a tab 
headed “Suppliers” with the aim being to give 
hirers an introduction to firms that have given 
good past service.  We will continue to develop 
this and for those of you who have had good 
experience with any suppliers whom you 
consider worthy of including on our website, 
please let the Booking Secretary know.  We all 
struggle from time to time to access reliable 
local services so this facility should be of 

broader benefit beyond the use for hirers of the 
Hall.  
To be clear, these are not“recommended” 
firms, that would involve legal risk, but simply 
firms we have used in the past and consider to 
have given good service. 
The Trust and the PC are very keen to listen to 
feedback, good and bad, from users of the hall 
and near neighbours so that we continue to 
make operational improvements in the best 
interests of all of us in the community. 

  Geoff Mills geoffrey.mills@sipgroup.com 
geoffrey.mills@sipgroup.com 
RIDE AND STRIDE  9th 
SEPTEMBER 2017   ADVANCE 
NOTICE! 
The Oxfordshire Historic Trust Ride and Stride 
is a sponsored annual event which raises much 
of the money that the OHCT  can use to help 
with repairs and improvement of all church 
buildings in Oxfordshire. 
Participants find sponsors, and visit as many 
churches as they can on foot, bicycle, or  
perhaps horseback, and the money raised is 
split between the church of your choice, and 
the OHCT itself. 
Beckley church received a generous grant from 
OHCT in 2009 when extensive stonework 
repairs were carried out,  and so we have 
special reason to be grateful to them. 

Contact Gina Robson (01865 351637, 
gina.robson@virgin.net) for more details, or 
visit  ohct.org.uk. Sponsorship forms will be 
available soon 

REQUEST FOR CUTTINGS OR 
SHRUBS 
Judy Bushrod and Ali Kealy have agreed to 
continue helping the new pub tenants with 
weeding and planting at the pub, and would 
really appreciate donations from village 
neighbours of any extra cuttings or shrubs.  
Please contact Judy or Ali for collection or just 
drop them into their gardens.  Judy Bushrod 
judybushrod@gmail.com  01865 358 506 

mailto:geoffrey.mills@sipgroup.com
mailto:judybushrod@gmail.com


SCHOOL NEWS 
Children in Need 
Pupils and staff marked Children in Need by 
coming to school dressed in their pyjamas and 
bringing a donation. We raised just over £150. 
Thank you also to the School Council for 
organising the day and counting the money. 

!    

Reception Church Visit 
Our Reception class visited St Mary’s Church 
morning. Reverend Andrew led the children on 
an exploration of the Church building, 
culminating in a truly inspirational 
performance on the organ. The pupils also 
participated in a treasure hunt. 

!  

Phonics Workshop 
Miss Gamblin led a well-attended and 
informative phonics workshop. Parents had the 
opportunity to find out how phonics is taught, 
about the different stages of development and 
were shown examples of activities and 
resources that we use in school. 

!  

Year One Castle Visit 
As part of their current topic about castles, 
children from our Year One class enjoyed a 
fabulous visit to Oxford Castle this week. 
Highlights included a tour of the castle and its 
grounds, dressing up as knights and 
participating in a range of interesting, 
educational tasks in the activity centre. The 
visit culminated in an ascent to the top of the 
mound, which led to stunning views over 
Oxford.  

!  



Pitt Rivers 
Year 5 had a great trip to The Pitt River's 
Museum in Oxford. The guides were impressed 
with the children's knowledge of The Aztecs 
and they developed this further by learning 
from original artefacts. The children learnt 
about daily Aztec life and dress, as well as 
ornamental skulls and obsidian sacrificial 
knives. The children had fun, learnt a lot and 
represented the school with pride. 

!  

Junior Citizens 
Year 6 attended Junior Citizens, to teach them 
how to keep safe in everyday life. During the 
visit the children experienced eight different 
safety scenarios and each child was given the 
opportunity to practise making a 999 call. 
Sessions were fully interactive and the children 
were taught a variety of life skills which 
focussed on how to keep themselves safe 
whilst potentially helping others who may be 
in difficulty or distress. 

!  

Comic Relief 
Thank you for your kind donations to Red 
Nose Day. The total raised this year was 
£125.37. Children avidly shared their jokes in 
class, before attending a special assembly, at 
which the three funniest jokes from each year 
group were heard. Everyone left the hall 
thoroughly entertained. 
Big Bang 
Year 5 went to the Big Bang at Rutherford 
Appleton Laboratory. The children enjoyed a 
range of activities including designing an 
exoplanet and engineering a car from K'Nex. It 
was great to see the children working alongside 
scientists at a site that hosts many scientific 
endeavours, including space exploration and 
particle physics. 
Easter Celebrations 
The whole school enjoyed a wonderful Easter 
Service in the Church. School staff and pupils 
were joined by the Chair of Governors and 
Reverend Andrew. The Open the Book Team 
acted out the story of Easter. Today the 
children took part in an Easter Egg hunt. A big 
thank you to the FOBS Team for arranging this   

PANTO PICTURES 



BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL 150 CLUB - 
Prizes Increased! 
In view of the numbers of new families coming 
into the village, an update on the 150 Club now 
seems appropriate both as to its purpose and to 
the prizes.  
It was formed about 15 years ago to support 
the old Village Hall and its Committee who 
seemed to spend an inordinate amount of their 
time running fundraising events purely to keep 
up with the maintenance of the fabric……and 
there was a lot of that! Initially it was well 
supported but this tailed off about 5-6 years 
ago.  
Now that we have built a new Hall, the needs 
have changed somewhat. Whilst new 
equipment will be required to provide for a 
wider range of activities, building up reserves 
for the inevitable maintenance and 
replacements in the future remains the 
important reason for the Club's continuation 
and expansion. Please support us in this 
endeavour. 
Peter Carter has run the administration of the 
Club for as long as I can remember but has 
now resigned for personal reasons. He should 
be thanked both for his dedication to the task 
and for his flawless record keeping. Having 
assisted Peter over the last few years I have 
taken on the admin currently. 
The detail: The subscription cost is £12 per 
share per full year which enables participation 
in a monthly prize draw. 50% of the 
subscription income is re-distributed as prizes 
which, this year, will be: 
 First prize - £30 
 Second prize - £20 
 Third prize - £15 (an increase of £5 from last 
year) 
 Fourth prize - £10 
Additionally: Because of the higher number of 
subscriptions sold this year, we are able to 
increase the December prizes by £10 each 
respectively, so, for example, a first prize of 
£40 - just in time for Christmas!  What better 
reason to join? 

Innovations: Payment by BACS as well as 
cash and cheques has been introduced. We'll 
also be using random number generation 
software to make the monthly draw.…woooo! 
Finally, thanks to all existing and to new 
subscribers for their support. The greatly 
increased numbers of households participating 
is hugely appreciated and as you will have 
seen, has given us a larger prize fund to 
distribute. 

NB. Remember that you have to be in it to win 
it!  To enable us to increase the prize fund 
further, new subscribers are positively 
welcome to join at a pro-rata rate for the 
balance of the subscription year, namely, until 
end March ’18. See contact details below. 
Ted Cloke Tel: 01865 358881  
 ted.cloke@icloud.com 

EDITOR’S NOTES  Once again it has 
only been with the help of many that the 
newsletter has been put together.  Thank you 
each and everyone for your willingness to help.  
One person in particular that has helped for all 
the time I have been editor (over 10years?) has 
been Mary Worthington.  Mary has faithfully 
and skilfully translated my American into 
proper English, plus spotting typo’s, etc, etc.  
Mary and Michael are now moving to 
Wheatley, but Susy Jepson has volunteered to 
take over Mary’s role.  Next publication will be 
1 September, with deadline for news, features, 
pictures of 20  August. Ann Henman  
01865 351 492      annhenman@gmail.com 

Results 1st 
Prize - 
£30

2nd 
Prize - 
£20

3rd 
Prize - 
£15

4th 
Prize - 
£10
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