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NEWS FROM THE PARISH 
COUNCIL 
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN–PRE-SUBMISSION PUBLIC 
CONSULTATION 
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and 
the Parish Council will launch the public 
consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan on 1 
December 2017 until 24 February.  The normal 
consultation period is six weeks, but as this 
consultation runs over the Christmas holiday, 
we are running it for an additional six weeks. 
There will also be a public meeting  on 
Tuesday 6 February at 8pm at the Village 
Hall with a presentation, questions and 
answers on the Plan.  The whole plan, which 
runs to approximately 200 pages, is divided 
into two sections – the Plan itself (just under 
100 pages) and the Evidence Base, which 
contains the results of all the consultations and 
feedback and other documents etc.  The most 
important parts of the Plan are in Section 2: – 
A Vision for Beckley and Stowood, and 
Section 3:  Neighbourhood Plan Policies, 
which contain the policies on which we have 
already consulted.  Section 1 contains the 
history, geography and background information 
on the Parish, which is interesting and well 
researched. There is also a summary document 
on the policies. 

The Plan will be put on the Beckley and 
Stowood web site from 1 December (http://
www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk/
comminity/parish council/neighbourhood 
plan) and there will also be a feedback form 
for comments.  For those without e-mail or 

internet access who wish to read the Plan and 
comment on it, there will be some hard copies 
available at the Village Hall and other 
community buildings.  You will appreciate 
these are expensive to produce so the number 
will be limited, but please contact Ginette 
Camps-Walsh to obtain access to a hard copy 
or if you have any queries 
camps.walsh@btinternet.com  phone351 762 

After the public consultation, the Steering 
Group will incorporate comments and 
feedback into the Plan and the amended Plan 
will be submitted to South Oxfordshire District 
Council [SODC].  If it meets legal 
requirements, the Plan will then go to an 
Independent Examiner, whose 
recommendations will be incorporated into the 
Plan, or revisions may be called for.  The final 
version of the Plan will then be put to a local 
referendum and if more than 50% approve it, it 
will be adopted and become legally binding. 

It is really important to provide your feedback 
on the Plan to ensure the  Plan reflects 
parishioners’ views and will help the Parish 
develop in line with your aspirations for the 
future.  We look forward to your comments and 
feedback and thank you in anticipation of your 
help. 

Please send the Clerk your email address if you 
do not receive Parish Council Information 
electronically.    

Parish Council contact -  Sue Cox Parish 
Clerk - clerk@beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk  or 01865 351415Web site - http://
www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk/        

!!
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
CONTINUED 
SUCCESSFUL BON FIRE AND 
FIREWORKS 
With no Beckley Bonfire Night for two years 
during the new hall build, a record number of 
almost 500 paid to see a firework display from 
Skyline Promotions that really entertained the 
crowd.   Friends Of Beckley School (FOBS) 
provided fabulous and very reasonably priced 
hot food from a gazebo on the playing field, 
making £450 for the school.  Mulled wine, tea, 
coffee and hot chocolate were sold by Susy 
Jepson, Ann Henman, Gina Robson and Judy 
Bushrod raising £300. Many thanks to all who 
helped, and to Cox Farms for building our 
bonfire and working with Michael Soanes and 
David Andrews to manage the gates and 
parking.—  

OXFORD TO CAMBRIDGE 
EXPRESSWAY 

The National Infrastructure Commission will 
publish its recommendation on an Oxford to 
Cambridge Growth Corridor soon, of “one 
million new homes and jobs by 2050, including 
the country’s first new towns in 50 years – 
tackling the area’s housing shortage, improving 
local transport connections and creating new 
jobs” [nic.org.uk].  Highways England has 
begun work to decide the route of the 
Expressway.  There are 3 possible routes 
around Oxford:– 

The first would upgrade the existing A34 and 
Junction 9 of M40, then run past Bicester 
towards Milton Keynes (A43/A421); the 
second would create a new road leaving the 
A34 north of Abingdon then running through 
10 miles of Green Belt south of Oxford, then 
north from Wheatley through more Green Belt 
between Beckley and Stanton St John to 
Bicester then the A421, and the third would see 
a new road laid south of Oxford through 
Thame and Haddenham to Aylesbury.  

There is a useful map on CPRE’s web site 
http://www.cpreoxon.org.uk/news/current-
news.    CPRE is calling for a statutory public 
consultation and public inquiry into the whole 
scheme and the route. 
The Parish Council would like to thank Rick 
Kealy for kindly handling the legalities of the 
lease for the new village hall between the 
Parish Council and the Beckley & Stowood 
Village Hall CIO (that manages the hall on 
behalf of the community) and for completing 
formalities with The Land Registry to ensure 
that everything has been registered correctly 
going forwards. 

CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING 
As in previous years, this scheme is organised 
by SODC and Biffa. Trees can be left in the 
farmyard of Folly Farm, Common Road, 
Beckley up until Sunday 14 January for 
collection on Monday 15 January, 2018. 
Hope to see you and your trees after Christmas. 

The Parish Council would like to wish you and 
your families a very happy Christmas. 

Ginette Camps-Walsh 
Beckley and Stowood Parish Council Web 
site - http://www.beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk/  

Parish Council contact -  Sue Cox Parish 
Clerk - clerk@beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk  or 01865 351415 

EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITY 
Geoff Mills, who you may know is regularly in 
China, is looking for a teenage girl who would 
be interested in an exchange with a 15 year old 
girl in China.  Her mum is Geoff's badminton 
teacher (when in Beijing).  The arrangement 
would be for each side to bear their own costs 
and an exchange for maybe a couple of weeks 
next summer.  Probably a sequential exchange 
so they would be together in both China and 
UK.  Details to be discussed but if you are 
interested contact one of us.   Could be that 
each Mum joins given the age but all up for 
discussion.  A rich experience and introduction 
to China guaranteed. Geoff or Suzie on 35117 

http://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/search/?search=%2522Green+Belt%2522&topic_id=6056
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OCTOBER BARN DANCE 
Friday evening 20 October saw the first of 
what is hoped will be regular community barn 
dances.  The hall was full - people were from 
all ages and all levels of experience.- and a 
good time was had by all.  Many thanks to 
everyone who helped organise the event and to 
Ted Morse and his band for sharing their 
expertise and talent.  

VILLAGE HALL ACTIVITIES 
SURVEY RESULTS -  
Thanks to Susan Roberts, the activities surveys 
completed for the Village Hall have been 
tabulated and work has begun on those 
activities that were most popular. 

Film Nights came in at the top of the list, 
and   plans are afoot for a Film Club pending 
the installation of audio visual system in the 
Village Hall. More news soon…… 
      Adrian Pennink    
      adrian.pennink@chimericamedia.com 

Dancing was indicated by many and our next 
dance, or Ceilidh, is planned for Saturday,  
3 February, at 7:30pm.  Details will be 
distributed by email, posters, and the Web Site.  
Maeve Bayton    drmaeve@hotmail.com 

Youth Club was high on the list  and is 
being explored by Susan Roberts in 
consultation with  community youth.   (See 
notice below)…….) 

Sports/Exercise  Various forms of athletic 
and semi-athletic activities were requested, and 
we will be starting programs under the 
auspices of Go-Active Gold in January.. (See 
notice page 9. 

BECKLEY YOUTH CLUB 
Please contact Sue Roberts if your children/
grandchildren would like to help start up a 
youth club: suesie@btinternet.com.  She will 
then arrange a meeting to discuss what 
activities they'd like and when it would be best 
to meet.   
   Sue Roberts   suesie@btinternet.com. 

CHRISTMAS ARTISAN FAIR 
As part of the Oxfordshire Artweeks Christmas 
series, The Otmoor Collective are organising a 
Christmas Artisan Fair in the Village Hall over 
the weekend of 2nd - 3rd December.  
Open daily from 11.00am - 5.00pm offering an 
exciting range of locally made gifts. A group of 
14 creatives will be selling unique individually 
crafted items to suit a range of budgets.  On 
offer will be a variety of affordable art  
including prints and cards, jewellery, 
decorative mosaics, upcycled furniture, textiles 
and modern concrete vessels. 

Teas, coffees and delicious homemade cakes 
will be served throughout the day with profits 
being donated to Macmillan Cancer Support.  

Don’t forget to put the date in your diary. Pop 
in for a visit and get some really original 
handmade Christmas gifts for your family and 
friends! 
    Kate Carruthers  kate.carru@gmail.com  

IN MEMORIAM 
We remember with gratitude two of our long-
time residents who passed away in the recent 
months:   Kevin Hall, of The Track, was a 
member of an extensive family who settled in 
Beckley after World War II.  Kevin delivered 
the newsletter for many years.. A service to 
celebrate Kevin’s life was held 19 September 
in Beckley church  (continued page 9) 
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INTRODUCING FOB (FEMALES 
OF BECKLEY) 
For a number of years MOB (the Men of 
Beckley) have been meeting once a month in 
The Abingdon Arms for lunch and a chat.  Now 
that we have a new and enthusiastic team in the 
pub it seems a perfect opportunity for the 
females in the village to do the same.   

Let's meet at the Abingdon Arms on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 12.30pm.  Whether 
you are a long-standing resident or new to the 
village; young or old; retired, working or not 
working, please join us.   

If you are interested in joining me on 5th 
December, please reply by lunchtime on 
Sunday 3rd December so that I can book the 
right-sized table.  If you are already busy on 
the 5th December, but would like to be 
reminded about future lunches, please let me 
know your email address.  SarahSmith  
beckleysarah@gmail.com  

MOB 
Men of Beckley (MOB) meet informally for 
lunch at the Abingdon Arms at 12.30pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month. If you have the 
technology , please email so that we can let 
Aimee know roughly how many to expect but 
otherwise just turn up on the day. 
   Steve Smith barkbeetles@gmail.com 

TRIP TO ARDLEY 
A group from Beckley will be visiting the 
Ardley Energy Recovery Facility on Monday 4 
December.  We have been told to wear long 
sleeves and trousers and proper shoes; they 
will be providing gloves, safety glasses, safety 
boots, hard hats, blue tooth short range 
transmitters and a high visibility vest, and have 
have asked us to provide emergency contact 
numbers.   It sounds extremely interesting so if 
anyone would like to join us and has not heard 
about the trip from the round robin village 
email, please contact me. We hope to round off 
the trip with a lunch at a local pub!      
        Helen Stradling      01865351623  
        helen.mcbeath@doctors.net.uk 

BURNS NIGHT  27 JANUARY 2018 
The first village event in the new hall in 2017 
was a sell out Burns Night- now there are plans 
for another Burns Night Supper on 27 January 
2018. 
The format will be similar but not identical.   
There will be limited places and early booking 
is recommended to avoid disappointment. 
Vegetarian and vegan options will be available 
and there will be a bar.  Reservations at £22 per 
person should preferably be made by bank 
transfer. Bank transfers  should be paid into 
account - Beckley and Stowood Village Hall 
CIO, sort code 20-65-21, account number 
90157465, with your surname as reference 
please. 
Please send your email to  lizbixby@me.com  
to confirm your payment has been made. 
Alternatively cheques should be made payable 
to Beckley and Stowood Village Hall CIO and 
sent to me at Crestan, Otmoor Lane, Beckley, 
OX3 9UX 
We would also be very grateful for any offers 
of help. Any questions or queries please ring  
                    Liz Bixby 351 282 

BOOK GROUP 
The Beckley Book Group continues to flourish 
and is now meeting regularly (around every 6 
weeks) at the Weinsteins' (Old Manor House, 
High Street, Beckley). This year we have 
discussed a wide variety of literature: classics 
like Anne Bronte's Agnes Grey; John Lewis-
Stempel's account of his eco-management of a 
field in deepest Herefordshire The Running 
Hare; Marcus du Sautoy's What we cannot 
know; the best-selling modern French novel 
The Elegance of the Hedgehog  by Muriel 
Barbery; and the thriller Perfect People by 
Peter James, amongst others. We will next 
meet after Christmas on Friday 5 January at 
8.00 pm, at the Weinsteins' to discuss The 
Children's Book by A.S. Byatt. New members 
are more than welcome. We keep rules to a 
minimum in our group and certainly don't 'vet' 
new members in any way!  For further detail 
please contact me Chris Britton 351 223 or 
christop.britton@btopenworld.com. 

mailto:beckleysarah@gmail.com
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MESSAGE FROM AIMEE AT THE 
PUB 
The past five months at The Abingdon Arms 
has flown by and I feel my feet have hardly 
touched the ground!   Since the re-opening of 
the pub at the end of June, we have had so 
many visitors come and support us and see 
what we’ve done to the place, as well as a 
variety of different events that have seen lots of 
the local community getting involved.  Events, 
including the slightly damp Beckfest where 
intrepid regulars braved the various downpours 
to enjoy the offerings of local musicians to the 
highly ‘educational’ wine and gin tastings, 
have enabled me and my wonderful team at 
The Abingdon Arms to get to know the 
villagers from the local community who have 
all been so supportive and friendly to us 
‘newbies’.  

Re-introduction of the monthly pub quiz has 
been a real success and shown me just how 
knowledgeable the folk of Beckley are, and 
Pete Burt is unparalleled in his role as Grand 
Quiz Master Extraordinaire.  The recent jazz 
supper was another success, where the 
delicious Deep South Menu, created by Joe, 
was accompanied by the beautiful voice of 
Fleur Stephenson singing Billie Holiday and 
Ella Fitzgerald.  

As winter has drawn in and the pub is warmed 
and lit by our gorgeous wood burners, we have 
some really exciting events to come. As the 
mulled wine is being served, our first Sunday 
Jazz Session is scheduled for 17 December and 
we are thrilled to be hosting the Spin Trio, a 
nationally renowned jazz group, who will be 
entertaining any who wish to join from 
6.30pm.  These sessions will continue on the 
3rd Sunday of every month with different 
musicians visiting each time.  

From 14  January, we will be hosting a monthly 
Sunday Folk Session on the 2nd Sunday of each 
month and we look forward to welcoming local 
musicians who would like to get together and 
play together in the cosy atmosphere of The 
Abingdon Arms.   

2018 also sees the start of a series of literary 
talks, after-school clubs and more events to 
come, along with the regular Friday coffee 
mornings and quiz nights on the first 
Wednesday of every month.  With such a 
variety of events, there really is something for 
everyone, even if you just want to come to the 
pub and have a quiet pint.  I look forward to 
having my first Christmas at The Abingdon 
Arms and would like to thank you all for the 
welcome we have been given.    
Merry Christmas Everyone, Love Aimee x 

   EVENTS AT ABINGDON ARMS 

Wednesday 6 Dec. 2017 Quiz Night 7.30pm 
Sunday 17 Dec. 2017 The Spin Trio 6.30pm 
Saturday 23 Dec.  Carols with Nick Lea and 
his keyboard, 6pm on 6pm on 
Sunday 31 Dec.  2017   A set menu meal offer 
for New Years Eve Celebrations from 6.30pm - 
For tickets please enquire at the pub. 

Tuesday 2 January 2018 - closed 

Wednesday 3 January 2018 - closed 

Sunday 14 January 2018 Inaugral Folk Session 
4pm - 7pm 

Sunday 21 January 2018 – Jazz with members 
of the Spin trio and guests from 6.30pm. 

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION 
There is a loyal group of local residents who 
faithfully deliver the Newsletter each quarter.  
Some have been doing it since “the newsletter 
began”.  Two of these stalwarts are now 
retiring:  John Edmonds-Seal and Liz Reis 
(although Liz has volunteered to help “in a 
pinch”.  Many many thanks for your 
contribution to keeping our community  aware 
and involved.        Ann Henman, Editor 

SOCIAL MEDIA  
In an effort to continue to connect with as 
many of our residents as possible, is there any 
one out there who would like to promote 
Beckley activities on Social Media?      
Ann Henman    annhenman@gmail.com 



EDITOR’S NOTES  Once again it has 
only been with the help of many that the 
newsletter has been put together.  Thank you 
each and every one for your willingness to 
help.  Next publication will be 1 March, with 
deadline for news, features, pictures of 20  
February. Ann Henman  01865 351 492      
annhenman@gmail.com 

BECKLEY & AREA COMMUNITY 
BENEFIT   SOCIETY (BACBS) 
Annual Members’ Meeting: The first BACBS 
Annual Members' Meeting was held on 15 
November. Presentations covered the establishment 
of the Society with the aim to benefit the 
community, its purchase of The Abingdon Arms for 
the community, the pub’s repair and refurbishment 
by ‘an army’ of volunteers, appointment of Aimee 
Bronock and her team as our tenants, and plans to 
build a fully accessible toilet block.  A suggestion 
was made to place a commemorative plaque to 
Evelyn Waugh, who had a close and colourful 
association with The Abingdon Arms, which 
received strong support. 

A new BACBS Management Committee 
was elected: its members are Mike Baker (Horton 
cum Studley), Gabriel Brodetsky, Adrian 
Hampshire, Mike Hobbs, Adam Jeffrey, Susy 
Jepson, John Stradling (all of Beckley) and Lise 
Traynor (Noke). The oficial positions of Secretary 
(Adrian Hampshire), Treasurer (Gabriel 
Brodetsky), Chair (Mike Hobbs) and Membership 
Secretary (Lise Traynor) were decided by the new 
committee at its first meeting 22 November. In 
response to a question raised,  we confirmed that 
the Society is still open to new share applications: 
the Share Prospectus can be found through the 
website at  bacbs.org, or contact Gabriel Brodetsky 
at gbrodetsky@gmail.com 

Café: The Abingdon Arms is now open from 9am 
on Friday mornings for coffee, tea and cake. The 
pub offers a warm and attractive place to meet 
friends, encounter new people, or even to work 
away at a laptop. Try it! 

More than a Pub’: BACBS, the community 
 organisation which owns The Abingdon Arms, is 
developing a programme in conjunction with 
Aimee Bronock designed to ensure that it becomes 
much 'more than a pub'. A range of activities and 
amenities are proposed, including socially-inclusive 
community coffee mornings and lunches, an after-
school activity cafe for primary school children 
from our community, table game 'clubs' (Scrabble, 
chess, dominoes etc), jazz and folk music evenings, 

literary and poetry meetings, and organised walks. 
More volunteers are needed to lead and progress 
these activities. Please contact Mike Hobbs for 
more information. 
Defibrillator: We have been awarded a £1500 
grant by SSEN to purchase an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED), which we plan to install on the 
east side wall of The Abingdon Arms’ porch. We 
will arrange familiarisation training for local 
volunteers: please contact Mike Hobbs if you are 
interested. 
Rural Community Cooperatives Award: BACBS 
has been shortlisted for this award, which 
recognises the contributions made by volunteers to 
community ventures. The inspirational volunteer 
effort which enabled us to purchase The Abingdon 
Arms, repair and refurbish the pub and its garden, 
open it to the community, and continue the 
Society’s work for the community was the basis for 
our shortlisting. The award will be announced at a 
ceremony in London on 6 December. 
Mike Hobbs: mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 

HEADINGTON FAIRTRADE 
We look forward to seeing you soon for your 
“one-stop Christmas shop” at our newly 
rebranded and repainted shop - Headington 
Fairtrade (formerly The Windmill).  Many 
thanks to Beckley’s Adrian Hampshire who has 
helped us with our new website.  Headington 
Fairtrade is run as a community co-operative 
gift shop, and is brimming with fairly traded 
goods from around the world. We also refill 
many Ecover products. We are open on 
Sundays in December from 11.00am to 
3.00pm.    Volunteer with us!  Whether you 
prefer a regular slot or filling in for a couple of 
hours on the rota, please email: 
info@headingtonfairtrade.org.uk  
                         Pru Dickson 

mailto:annhenman@gmail.com
mailto:mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com
mailto:info@headingtonfairtrade.org.uk


!  

DID YOU KNOW? 
Much is being discovered about the history and 
furnishings of our Village Church, which is 
turning out to be one of the real treasures of 
our area.   So far we have found that there is 
stained glass installed between 1300 and 1350, 
which could only have been made in Europe.,  
and the knowledge that Beckley has one of the 
few examples of a Matrimonial Porch, dating 
from the Middle Ages.  Much to explore!  If 
you would like to be a part of this exploration, 
or if you have anything you could contribute to 
putting together the church’s (and therefore the 
community’s) history, please contact Susy 
Jepson or Ann Henman. 

OCTOBER IN THE CHURCHYARD 
On 14 October, 24  Beckley villagers (and 2 
from Stanton St John, as well as Andrew our 
Vicar)  spent a very happy and busy day 
working on the churchyard. It turned out to be 
an extremely successful 'community event', 
which everyone enjoyed . A huge amount was 
achieved - cutting back ivy on the walls and 
some of the gravestones, removing elder and 
overhanging holly branches, clearing out the 
'moat' around the church, cleaning the ringing-
room in the tower, removing a lot of cobwebs 
from the windows, and more!   Our heartfelt 
thanks to Chris Cox who brought his enormous 
trailer to Church Street for us to use for the 
debris. We filled it completely, and he took it 
all away afterwards. Without his help the day 
would not have been possible. 
The churchyard now looks even more 
immaculate than it always does with Martin 
Pauling's wonderful care! 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER - CHRISTINGLE 
Family Service 9:30-10:30am     Creating 
Christingles and singing our first carols. 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
    Crib Service         4pm 
    ‘Midnight Communion’      11pm 
CHRISTMAS DAY Parish Communion 
Horton cum Studley 10am 

CAROLS AND CLARET 
Carols and Claret this year will be on Sunday 
17 December at 6pm in the church. As usual, 
the service will start with the Beckley Bells, 
and there will be carols and readings by 
candlelight, followed by mulled wine and 
mince pies.  Bring torches in case you find it 
hard to read the carols by candlelight!  Do 
come and share in this wonderful celebration. 

BECKLEY CHURCH POP-UP 
CHOIR SATURDAY 20 JANUARY 
Steph Pirrie, a professional singing teacher, 
well known in Oxford and its surroundings, has 
very kindly agreed to lead a singing workshop 
in the Beckley church on Saturday 20 
January.  The session will run from 10-13.30 
with registration from 9.30, and the cost will be 
£20, of which £5 will be a donation to the 
church. Would everyone interested (including 
those who have already very kindly responded 
to Susy Jepson) go to www.stephpirrie.com/
book, complete the form and submit to Steph 
(or if you can’t do it online for any reason, you 
can do it at registration). As Steph puts it:  
“Everyone is welcome, no previous experience 
required and no need to read music. Everything is 
taught by ear so we are open to all. There will be 
plenty of challenges for more experienced 
musicians too, plus the joy of singing together.” 

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 
The Remembrance Day Service in the church 
was followed by a ceremony at the war 
memorial in the cold and sunny churchyard 
where the Last Post was movingly played by 
John Stradling on his trumpet, wreaths were 
laid to the dead of Beckley in the two World 
Wars, and the service ended with Reville and a 
blessing.  

http://www.stephpirrie.com/book


COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S 
REPORT 
This has been a busy time for me in many ways. I 
have been supporting the Oxford to Cambridge 
Expressway Action Group in their advocacy for 
protecting our Green Belt. We are asking for full 
Public Consultation on where the Expressway goes, 
believing that local residents should have a say in 
the largest infrastructure project planned for this 
area in a generation. 
My motion to Full Council on November 7th 
calling for bus service provision for everyone in the 
county passed unanimously. This is a super result, 
and will lead to much better transport provision in 
areas which have had their services cut.  
Here is the text of the motion: 
“Oxfordshire’s growing population includes 
increasing numbers of both very young people and 
those of retirement age. Both groups are key users 
of public transport and especially buses. Public 
transport has proven environmental benefits in 
supporting the county’s move towards a low-carbon 
future. 
The Council calls on Cabinet to work towards: 
•a set of principles whereby every resident has 
access to daily public transport. Not only would 
this help promote the development of communities, 
integrate society and allow both young and old to 
reside anywhere in the county, it would also be in 
line with the Local Transport Plan whereby 
“accessible bus connections will enable disabled 
people, the elderly and those unable to drive to 
travel more.” 
•.creating a spider-web of bus networks within the 
county, with key hubs linking the strands. These 
hubs, serving the rural villages, would be intrinsic 
to connecting our towns and Oxford city. The buses 
would range in sizes, from minivans to full-scale 
buses, depending on demand. 

This Council asks Cabinet to write to bus 
companies encouraging them to run a hub network 
in which all bus services should be frequent and 
reliable. Differing operating models such as co-
operative, mutual and social enterprise models 
should be encouraged in providing these services 
with new technological innovations, for example 
app-based hail-n-ride, can be part of the solution.” 
Dr. Kirsten Johnson  County Councillor 
Wheatley Division     07341271344 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S 
REPORT  
Local Plan 
The South Oxfordshire Local Plan 2033 is now at 
the stage of consulting on the final draft. The 
documents can be viewed and you can make your 
comments on our website: http//
www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/
planning-and-building/planning policy/emerging 
local plan.  Only what is submitted at this stage will 
be passed to the inspector, so if you commented on 
an earlier round you may want to update your piece 
and resubmit. 
All responses to the local plan must be received by 
5pm on 30 November 2017.  The plan includes new 
strategic developments at Chalgrove, Culham and 
Berinsfield and the redevelopment of the Brookes 
University site at Holton.  It rejects proposed 
developments at Lower Elsfield, Wick Farm and 
Harrington Farm.   
SODC Offices Following the fire two years ago we 
have been renting offices at Milton Park near 
Didcot.  We have investigated a wide range of 
options for a permanent home and have now 
concluded that the most cost-effective solution is to 
move back to the Crowmarsh Gifford site.  So we 
will demolish the damaged building and build a 
new one. As well as offices the new building will 
include a chamber for SODC's council and 
committee meetings, whilst Vale of White Horse’s 
meetings will continue to take place at The Beacon 
in Wantage.   
Rubbish Collection Our new fleet of vehicles are 
now out and about on collection rounds.  There are 
two different types of vehicle - one large truck for 
recycling and household waste and a smaller one 
for food waste recycling.  This means that 
collections are being carried out at different times 
of the day.   
There aren't any changes to collection days or the 
way you need to put out your bin. There have been 
teething problems, particularly with food bins being 
missed. Do put your bin out before 7 am. If your 
bin is not collected by the end of the day, then do 
report the fact to SODC.  You can call 03000 
610610 or email admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk 

John Walsh Councilor for Forest Hill and 
Holton Ward     07860 786470 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning
mailto:admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk


60+ PHYSICAL ACTIVITY TASTER 
EVENT BECKLEY & STOWOOD 
Go Active Gold is a 3 year project externally 
funded by Sport England to engage people age 
60 and over  in rural villages throughout South 
Oxfordshire.  
Our project goals are:  

• To improve physical and mental 
wellbeing of older adults 

• To encourage stronger community spirit 
by reducing loneliness and social 
isolation through participation in our 
activities 

• To develop a sustainable physical 
activity programme through training 
and supporting more coaches and 
volunteers 

Why your parish was chosen:  
• We chose parishes according to 

population size (approximately 
500-3000 residents)  

• Each parish has at least 100 residents 
aged 60 and over  

Activities on offer:  

GO Active Gold has organised a taster day in 
Beckley and Stowood that will consist of two 
different activities that you will be able to 
participate in and moreover an opportunity to 
do some consultation and pick what activities 
you would like to see in the village.   
Activity : Taster Day 
Starts: Wednesday 17 January 2018 
 Time: 10.30 am – 12.30 pm  
Price: Free 
Where: Beckley & Stowood Village Hall 

150 CLUB - 3RD QUARTER DRAW 
RESULTS 
As I said last time, we have been able to 
improve the prizes as a consequence of 
additional subscribers in this membership 
year. So much so that the December prize 
winners will benefit from a doubled 
payout!  
Thank you all for your support and 
congratulations to the prize-winners. I will 
be sending reminders to all supporters 
regarding renewals in the early Spring and 
remember, it is a cliche I know, but you 
have to be in it to win it! 
           Ted Cloke   01865 358881  
               tcloke@waitrose.com 

IN MEMORIAM CONTINUED 
David Talbot was a local farmer who with his 
two daughters played a vital part in the life of 
our community. Services for David were held 
Friday 1 September in Beckley church.   

150 
Club 
Winner
s

1st 
Prize - 
£30

2nd 
Prize - 
£20

3rd 
Prize - 
£15

4th 
Prize - 
£10

Octobe
r 2017

Maggie 
and 
David 
Faulkne
r

Maeve 
Bayton

Richard 
Rawlins
on

Jan & 
Fred 
Weller

Novem
ber 
2017

Ali & 
Rick 
Kealy

Vilma & 
Dave 
Drew

Mary 
Ashdow
n

Pat 
Moss

Dece
mber 
Prizes 
Doubl
ed!

Decem
ber 
2017

Steve 
Smith

Helen & 
John 
Stradlin
g

Tom 
Carruth
ers

Cathy 
Davies

Bowls, Keep Fit Classes, Nordic Walking, 
Pilates, Senior Circuits, Table Tennis, Tai 
Chi, Tennis, Yoga,  Zumba Gold 

If you would like to register your interest  

Email: Conor.Grogan@southandvale.gov.uk 
         Number: 07717 326660 

mailto:tcloke@waitrose.com


NEW SCHOOL LIBRARY 
It has been wonderful to see the children 
enthusiastically using our new school library. 
We are sure that having the library back in the 
heart of the school will help to promote a real 
love and enjoyment of reading. A big thank 
you to FOBS, for the new books, shelving and 
seating and to the parents who kindly painted 
the room last term. A huge thank you and a 
special mention also goes to ex-Beckley pupils, 
Ellen Brown and Emily Whittingham, for 
painting the stunning murals. They are 
absolutely brilliant. 

!  

BOOK WEEK 
We enjoyed a fabulous week, celebrating all 
things books and reading. Highlights have 
included the opening of the new library, book 
fair, launch of the LunchBoox club, inter-house 
readathon, book swap, parents reading with 
children in classes and the stop, drop and read 
initiative. To round off the week in style, staff 
and children enjoyed dressing up as characters 
from their favourite books. 

!  

RESIDENTIAL VISIT 
Year 6 embarked on their week-long PGL 
residential, a rite of passage for our children in 
their final year at Beckley School. There were 

many highlights, including outdoor cluedo (in 
the dark), abseiling, giant swing, climbing and 
raft building.  

!  

OPEN AND COFFEE MORNING 
With Year 6 away on their residential, Year 5 
took charge of the open and coffee morning. 
They really rose to the occasion, greeting 
visitors, giving guided tours, serving cakes, 
collecting donations and even washing up! 
£170 was raised for the charity Macmillan. 

!  

SGC VISITS 
This term we welcome the continued bi-weekly 
visits by the SGC, the Structural Genomics 
Consortium. Children undertake activities such 
as exploring the DNA of strawberries.

!  



BECKLEY ART BOX PROJECT 
Beckley School has once again made a 
wonderful contribution to the village’s Art Box 
Project, situated in the former phone box in 
Beckley. Children in Skylark Class made a 
variety of pom-pom hedgehogs, and rather 
stunning owl, as well as an extra-large 
hedgehog, constructed solely of natural 
materials. 

!  

MORE ON THE BECKLEY ART 
BOX 
We thank the pupils and the teaching staff who 
channelled their creativity. The rustic materials 
suit the subject beautifully, and the display has 
attracted much interest. Who said that 
hedgehogs are now rarely seen round here? 

As always, we are looking for offers for the 
next display. Would you like your work 
exhibited in the centre of Beckley? 
Many of you will have noticed the 
deterioration in the phone box’s timbers and 
glazing. Estimates will be sought to refurbish 
the box next year. Some reserves remain from 
the fund-raising campaign of early 2016, but 
it’s likely we will need to raise additional 
capital. 
Mike Hobbs: mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 

RSPB OTMOOR NEWS 
It has been a fantastic spring and summer on 
Otmoor with marsh harrier and bittern breeding 
successfully again on the reserve. The common 
cranes, Wycliffe and Maple Glory,  returned, 
though their breeding attempt was 
unsuccessful; this is expected as they are still 
relatively young, and being captive bred, it will 
take time for them to learn about the various 
predators present on the reserve.  In November 
the reserve celebrated its 20th anniversary with 
a thank you event for volunteers at the fantastic 
new village hall.  It is amazing to think that the 
RSPB reserve has been present on Otmoor for 
twenty years.  The wildlife present on the moor 
has certainly improved during this time, with 
the amazing array of birds, mammals, reptiles, 
insects and plants all benefiting from the hard 
work the staff and volunteers have put into 
creating this incredible wildlife experience. 

Finally we would like to draw your attention 
towards some new RSPB directional arrows to 
be erected in the village in the next couple of 
months.  For a number of years we have had 
complaints from villagers and visitors that once 
they are in Beckley they have been unable to 
find the nature reserve.  The decision was taken 
to erect four small directional arrows in 
Beckley to aid visitors and to prevent people 
from getting lost in the village.  These arrows 
are designed only to help visitors who are 
actively coming to the reserve and are not 
meant to be promotional signs with the aim of 
attracting more visitors.  They will be within 
Beckley and not placed on the main B-roads.  
Permission has been granted from OCC Rights 
of Way, Highways and South Oxfordshire 
District Council to attach the signs to existing 
signs within the village. 
         Judith Lloyd RSPB Otmoor   
         Judith.Lloyd@rspb.org.uk> 

mailto:mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com
mailto:Judith.Lloyd@rspb.org.uk


Beckley & Area Community Benefit Society Ltd ‘More than a Pub’ Programme    
  The Abingdon Arms, Beckley 

Provisional programme of activities - 
• Café:   Fridays, 9.00-12.00 
• Community coffee mornings:  1st Friday of Month, 1030 – 12.00         V 
• Community lunches: Set menu booked in advance: day, time tbc          V 
• After-school children’s activity café:   Thursdays, 3.30-4.30pm           V 
• Females of Beckley / Men of Beckley lunches:  FoB 1st Tuesday of month, 12.30 /  MoB 

1st Wednesday of month, 12.30pm  
• Literary Group:  1st or 4th Sunday of month, 7.00-8.30pm                     V 
• Writers’ Group: Thursdays, 2.30 – 3.30 tbc 
• Folk sessions:   2nd Sunday of month, 6.30-8.30pm  
• Jazz sessions:  3rd Sunday of month, 6.30-8.30pm 
• Games ‘clubs’:  Scrabble, Jenga, Bridge, chess, dominoes etc tbc           V        
• Organised walking group / route maps:  Saturday morning 10.30am    V 
• Cycle repair and hire service / cycling route maps:  from spring 2018  

V  =  VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED WITH SOME ACTIVITIES:  PLEASE CONTACT  MIKE 
HOBBS                        mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com                                                                          

Scheduled activities  
Dec 2017/18    SEE ARTICLES ELSEWHERE IN NEWSLETTER  Tuesday 05 December, 
12.30pm Females of Beckley, Wednesday 06 December, 12.30pm:    Men of Beckley; Tuesday 12 
December, 7.00pm: Beckley community Christmas supper 

Children’s after-school activity café (Thursdays, 3.30-4.30) Start date 11 or 25 January, tbc 
Jazz evenings (Sundays, 6.30-8.30pm) -  
17 December:      Frank Harrison (piano), Raph Mizraki (bass), Mark Doffman (drums) 
 21 January:       Pete Oxley (guitar), Mark Hodgson (bass),  Mark Doffman (drums)  
18 February,  18 March:    bands tbc 
Folk music sessions, acoustic singaround (Sundays, 6.30-8.30pm) - 
14 January,  11 February,  11 March:   guests tbc 
Literary / poetry evenings (Sundays, 7.00-8.30pm) - 
‘Authors and poets of Beckley and the surrounding area’   
07 January:    Trish Attwooll , Andrew Walton -   ‘Otmoor’:  the poetry of David Attwooll 
28 January:     Prof Martin Stannard, Leicester University -  ‘Evelyn Waugh’s association with The 
Abingdon Arms’         
04 March:     Robert Hewison, Lancaster University & Stanton St John -   ‘John Ruskin’ 
24 June:     Chris White, Elsfield/Thame – ‘Abducting a General: Patrick Leigh Fermor and the 
Special Operations Executive in Crete’. 
02 September:    Tony Strong, Beckley – ‘Psychological thrillers: J P Delaney (aka Tony Strong) 
discusses his most recent books’ 
28 October:    Ursula Buchan –    ‘John Buchan’ 
Writers’ Group (Thursday, 2.30-3.30 tbc) 
Start date tbc.    Contact Betty Dye:  betty.dye10@gmail.com 

Guided walks (Saturdays, 10.30, meet in front of The Abingdon Arms) 
06 January: up to 5 miles (2 hours), led by Clare Marsh 

mailto:mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com
mailto:betty.dye10@gmail.com



