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NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL  
EXPRESSWAY 
Cllr John Walsh for SODC and Cllr Ginette 
Camps-Walsh for the Parish Council attended 
separate meetings with Highways England as 
part of the consultation on the Expressway 
Route. 
Highways England have produced a whole 
series of maps with flooding, topography, 
important wildlife, developments and many 
other aspects.  They want to fill in any other 
information they should consider - environ- 
ment, flooding etc as part of the consultation. 
One very important fact gleaned from 
Highways England is that while they have put 
all planned developments e.g. Local Plans on a 
map, they will not be considering any 
unplanned developments to make up the 
320,000 extra houses proposed by NIC for 
Oxfordshire.  This is important as many of us 
had thought that the economic modelling 
would include possible new sites for the extra 
housing, but it will not and nor will they 
consider any development not already planned.  
So, speculation on where the extra houses will 
be sited is not part of the Highways England 
remit and will not affect the choice of the 
Route. 
We need to discuss and agree the actions we 
need to take for the future on this Expressway 
consultation, information gathering and 
submissions to the public enquiry.  While we 
could sit back, as Otmoor has been specifically 
excluded,we will be affected to some extent by 
whichever Route is chosen.  
           (PC News continued page 2) 

SAVE THE DATE!  14 DECEMBER 
There will be a meeting for Beckley and 
Stowood residents (other local villagers are 
welcome) to discuss future Expressway action 
Friday 14 December 7:30pm at Beckley 
Village Hall. 

      OXFORD     
PRESERVATION 
TRUST AWARD 
Beckley Village Hall 
came equal 1st in the Oxford 
Preservation Trust annual 

awards for new buildings in 
Oxford. The awards are Oxford Preservation 
Trust's chance to recognise the exemplary work 
of others, and the contribution they make to 
Oxford. 
Formed in 1927 Oxford Preservation Trust 
considers itself "Independent Guardians of 
 Oxford", conserving the best of the old and 
encouraging the  best of the new to ensure 
retention of the best of Oxford’s past and 
helping to create a positive future for this great 
City. 
Beckley Village Hall was considered of equal 
standing to University of Oxford's Big Data 
Institute, Queen's College New Library and 4-5 
Queen Street, and above St Peter's College 
Perrodo Project, Mansfield College Hands 
Building & Bonavera Institute of Human 
Rights, and d'Overbroecks new Sixth Form 
Centre in the rankings. 
This is wonderful recognition for those who 
worked so hard to deliver this project for our 
community, and for those who continue to help 
make this facility available. 

!



PC NEWS (continued)  
CONSULTATION ON OXFORD CITY 
LOCAL PLAN 
Oxford City Council have a consultation on the 
latest version of their Local Plan.  It is open 
until Friday 28th December and can be found 
here -  
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20067/
planning_policy/743/the_local_plan.  It is 
important that as many people as possible 
respond to this consultation as again Oxford 
City Councillors are zoning most 
development land for business use rather 
than housing and trying to export their 
‘unmet’ housing need to surrounding 
parishes like ours.  This is because business 
rates are more lucrative to them than housing. 
While they publish the number of housing 
units they intend to build, which does not meet 
the need nor is it anywhere near what they 
could build, they do not publish the land area 
or number of employment units they intend to 
build and this is something you might like to 
ask.  

VILLAGE HALL REPRESENTATION 
FROM WICK FARM 
The village hall management committee would 
very much like to have a representative from 
Wick Farm on their committee.  Please contact 
Geoff Mills Chairman Village Hall 
Management Committee for more information 
or if you are interested - 
geoffrey.mills@sipgroup.com  

PARISH COUNCIL PRIVACY NOTICE 
This has been prepared and is on the Beckley 
and Stowood Parish web site. 

Ginette Camps-Walsh 
Beckley and Stowood Parish Council Web 
site - http://www.beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk/  

Parish Council contact - Sue Cox Parish 
Clerk - clerk@beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk  or 01865 351415 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – 
JOHN WALSH 
Local Plan 
The next draft of the South Oxfordshire Local Plan 
is expected to be published in early December. It 
will be examined in public at a Scrutiny Committee 
on December 13 and at full council on December 
20. Rumour has it that this plan will include 
substantial numbers of extra houses to meet unmet 
need in the city of Oxford to be built on Green Belt 
sites including Wick Farm and Lower Elsfield. 
Those who wish to join me in opposing this can 
speak at both meetings if they register in advance. 
Expressway 
In November I met Jesse Norman, the Transport 
Minister of State, with MPs John Howell and Ed 
Vaizey, to lobby him against choosing the southern 
route for the Expressway. I also attended a meeting 
with Highways England for district and county 
councillors which was an opportunity to inform 
them of the strategic advantages of the western 
route over the southern and of the detailed local 
aspects in my ward. 
The expected timetable is that they will draw up 
plans for a number of possible routes and go out to 
formal consultation in Autumn 2019.  There may be 
a shortlisting at the end of 2019 and they will select 
the final route in Mid 2020. 
Police 
Thames Valley Police have brought together 
different ways to contact them on a single website 
page here: 
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/contact/
contact-us/ 
As well as phone numbers and police stations it has 
forms for reporting the most common events and 
links for Facebook and Twitter. 

Reminder - Cooking oil recycling 
SODC has just introduced a new cooking oil 
recycling service for residents as part of our food 
waste collections. After cooking and once it has 
cooled, any leftover oil can be poured into a plastic 
bottle no bigger than one litre in size. The bottle 
and its contents can then be placed into the kerbside 
food waste caddy, along with other food waste, and 
put out for the weekly collection. For those who do 
not want to use a plastic bottle, oil can also be 
poured straight into the caddy along with other 
food waste. One litre of cooking oil can generate 
enough electricity to make 240 cups of tea! 
John Walsh District Councillor for Forest Hill 
and Holton Ward 
John.Walsh@southoxon.gov.uk  07860 786470 
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CHRISTMAS AT THE CHURCH 
December 16th, 6pm   CAROLS AND 
CLARET -  our wonderful Christmas 
celebration with carols and readings by 
candlelight, followed by mulled wine and 
mince pies. This year we will try to improve 
the lighting  so that it is easier to read the 
words, but parts of the church are still rather 
dark, so do bring a torch if you wish 

December 23rd, 10am  BENEFICE 
SERVICE (Parish Communion) 

December 24th, 4pm  CRIB SERVICE 

MIDNIGHT COMMUNION  St. Barnabas 
Horton-cum-Studley  11pm  Christmas Eve. 

Christmas Day 10am  PARISH 
COMMUNION 

CHURCH AND CHURCHYARD 
'TIDY-UP' 
Grateful thanks to everyone who spent a very 
busy and productive morning in the church   on 
a Saturday in October, polishing and sweeping 
and removing cobwebs and bat droppings - an 
Autumn 'spring clean'! It all looks much 
fresher. Since then, Helen Stradling has washed 
and lengthened the door curtains - a great 
improvement. 
Very many thanks too to Ray Blackler, who  
cut back and removed ivy and overhanging 
branches from the South side of the 
churchyard, and took the debris to add to the 
village   bonfire.  It is a wonderful 
transformation - do go and see it if you have 
not done so already 

THE BECKLEY CHURCH TO 
CLOSE?  ……   SURELY NOT! 
- ‘NO MONEY whatsoever?' 
'That's right, we receive NO MONEY from the 
state.' 
- ‘NO MONEY from the Church of England 
either?' 
'That's right. We in the parish get NO MONEY 
from the Church of England.’ 

- ‘But, surely, it doesn’t cost much to run a 
little church like ours here in the village?' 
'We have to meet a bill of just over £12,000, 
called the Parish Share, to go to the Diocese 
every year (to help, for instance, pay for the 
vicar’s salary and his housing) and then, right 
now, we have to find several thousand (£5,000 
or more) to mend the roof, fix the floor and 
repair the woodwork in the belfry, all in the 
next few months.' 
- ‘£12,000 plus several thousand on repairs! 
What about heating, lighting, water, insurance, 
and so on?' 
''Oh yes, all of that on top. BUT we are very 
grateful to the Parish Council for their 
contribution towards the costs of cutting the 
grass in the churchyard, and to those who help 
with the regular cleaning and tidy up days!   
The cost of heating the church is a real worry.' 
- ‘How many do you have in the congregation 
to pay for everything?' 
'For the Sunday morning congregation there 
are about 6 or 8 and, once a month, there’s the 
Iona Service where there may be 20 but many 
of them are teenagers.' 
- ‘Well if the total comes to about £20,000 a 
year or even more that’s impossible. So, what 
will happen? Does it mean that Beckley church 
will have to close? I went to a lovely 
christening there not long ago.  And what about 
weddings and funerals? And occasionally I just 
slip inside to sit and think. Will it really have to 
close?' 
- ‘I don't know. We’re worried. People have 
been so generous about offering funds to 
conserve the wall paintings but that money is 
sacrosanct, we can't touch that. We can't cut 
back on any of our expenditure. It would be 
tragic if there was no longer a viable church in 
the village.  What can we do?' 

If you would like to contribute to the 
running costs of the church, please contact 
Susy Jepson, the PCC  Treasurer 
susy.jepson@gmail.com or 07920 758484 
            More church news on page  9         
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BACBS AGM AND ELECTIONS  
At the BACBS AGM on 28 November, 
election results for an expanded Management 
Committee were reported. We are pleased to 
confirm that Adam Jeffrey and Lise Traynor 
were re-elected, and both Nin Kelay and Sam 
Francis were elected anew to the committee. 
Congratulations to all – there is much work to 
be done! 
The programme of ‘More than a Pub’ activities 
for December to February is shown on  page 5. 
In addition to the events listed, we hope in the 
new year to begin community afternoon teas 
and community lunches (ie for Beckley and 
the wider area), and to reactivate table games.  
Please do check the arrangements for January 
and February nearer the time with local posters 
and the BACBS website - https://bacbs.org/ 
At the AGM, proposals were approved for (1) 
development of a Five Parishes Good 
Neighbour Scheme (5PGNS), and (2) ‘Toilet 
Twinning’ with developing countries. The aim 
of the Good Neighbour Scheme is to make it 
possible for all members of our wider 
community to attend ‘More than a Pub’ and 
other social activities at The Abingdon Arms, 
regardless of infirmity, disability or lack of 
their own transport. The very successful Three 
Parishes GNS which serves Noke, Woodeaton 
and Islip will now make lifts available to our 
community pub. The proposed 5PGNS will 
liaise with existing provision in Beckley and 
Horton cum Studley and extend the availability 
of lifts to residents of Elsfield, Stanton St John 
and Forest Hill. There is no intention at this 
time to extend the 5PGNS remit to provide lifts 
to GP and hospital appointments and shopping 
as does the 3PGNS. Further information about 
this community initiative will follow. Readers 
will recognise immediately that volunteers will 
be needed to develop, coordinate and deliver 
this ambitious transport scheme, and the ‘More 
than a Pub’ programme itself! If you are 
willing to help, please email Mike Hobbs at 
mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 

Toilet twinning is an international scheme 
which raises funds for improved sanitation and 

hygiene education in countries which lack 
adequate toilet facilities by inviting donors to 
‘twin’ their toilets. The donation requested is  
£60 per new toilet and associated educational 
scheme. BACBS members approved a proposal 
for the Society to fund three toilets in different 
countries, and private local donations are 
encouraged too. More information will be 
posted on the BACBS website at – https://
bacbs.org/ 
You may have noticed that work has yet to start 
on construction of the new accessible toilet 
block and improved accessibility through 
the front door at The Abingdon Arms, 
though we do now have a disabled parking bay 
outside the front door! We are still awaiting 
completion of technical and legal requirements 
before the promised SODC funding is made 
available. All being well, work will commence 
immediately after the New Year. During the 
construction, high class, heated portable toilets 
in the car park will replace the existing tired, 
cold and largely inaccessible women’s and 
men’s toilets. Expect world class toilets from 
the spring or early summer! 
Those of us who in October attended Ursula 
Buchan’s highly enjoyable talk about her 
grandfather will want to know that her 
biography of John Buchan will be published 
in April 2019. Ursula has offered to provide 
signed copies at a reduced price to be 
confirmed. If you would like to reserve a 
copy, please email Mike Hobbs at 
mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 

Not a Member of BACBS? Here’s how to buy 
shares:  BACBS is still open for share 
purchase. The share prospectus and application 
form can be accessed through the BACBS 
website – BACBS Membership page. If you 
would like to discuss share purchase, please 
contact us at info@bacbs.org 

BACBS  
Beckley and Area Community Benefit 
Society Ltd    Web: www.bacbs.org,  
Email: info@bacbs.org 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Beckley & Area Community Benefit Society:  The Abingdon Arms                  
‘More than a Pub’ programme,   December 2018 – February 2019 

DECEMBER

Tuesday 4th  
December

WOMEN OF 
BECKLEY LUNCH

12.30pm 
Contact Sarah Smith for more information: beckleysarah@gmail.com    

Wednesday 5th 
December 

MEN OF BECKLEY 
LUNCH

12.30pm 
Contact Steve Smith for more information: barkbeetles@gmail.com       

Friday 14th 
December

COMMUNITY 
COFFEE MORNING

10.00 – 11.30am  
Coffee and biscuits £2. Espresso coffees and cake available too. Come 
along and meet old and new friends.

Saturday 15th 
December

COMMUNITY 
WALK 

10.30am 
Meet in front of The Abingdon Arms.  3-4 miles / 2 hour walk, followed by 
drinks, lunch at the pub. Leader Mike Hobbs, route Elsfield & Woodeaton.

Sunday 16th 
December

JAZZ, THE SUNDAY 
SESSION

7.30 –9.30pm*  - note later start time 
Roger Beaujolais (vibraphone), Raf Mizraki (bass), Mark Doffman 
(drums).   Free entry, but please buy drinks & raffle tickets. Bar snacks 
available. Cool sounds, and a warm pre-Christmas welcome promised!

JANUARY  /  
FEBRUARY

 

Tuesdays 8th 
January & 5th 
February

WOMEN OF 
BECKLEY LUNCH

12.30pm 
Contact Sarah Smith for more information: beckleysarah@gmail.com    

Wednesdays 9th 
January & 6th 
February

MEN OF BECKLEY 
LUNCH

12.30pm 
Contact Steve Smith for more information: barkbeetles@gmail.com       

Fridays 11th 
January & 8th 
February

COMMUNITY 
COFFEE MORNING

10.00 – 11.30am  
Coffee and biscuits £2. Espresso coffees and cake available too. Come 
along and meet old and new friends.

Sunday 20th 
January & 
Saturday 16 
February

COMMUNITY 
WALKS – meet in 
front of The Abingdon 
Arms

2.00pm Saturday 20th January 
3 miles/1-2 hour walk, followed by drinks at pub. Leader Helen Stradling, 
route tbc. 
10.30am Saturday 16th February 
3-4 miles / 2 hour walk, followed by drinks, lunch at the pub. Leader / route 
tbc

Sundays 20th 
January & 17th 
February

JAZZ, THE SUNDAY 
SESSIONS

6.30-8.30pm* 
Bands:  line-up tbc

Sunday  27 
January LITERARY SESSION 7.00 – 8.30pm* 

‘W B Yeats’   -  Dr Tara Stubbs (Oxford University)  

Sunday 10th 
February 

LOCAL INTEREST 
SESSION

7.00 – 8.30pm* 
Local social & community history project – Dr Elizabeth Gemmill 
(Oxford University Dept of Continuing Education)

Sunday 24 
February

LOCAL INTEREST 
SESSION

7.00 - 8.30pm* 
‘The archaeology of Oxford in 20 digs’  -  David Radford, Oxford City 
Council Archaeologist    

OTHER EVENTS AT THE ABINGDON ARMS

Wednesdays 5th 
December,  
January tbc,   6th 
February 

7.30pm - Pub Quiz at The Abingdon Arms

Sunday 9th 
December  6.30pm – Live music:  Phil Baker. Free entry.

mailto:beckleysarah@gmail.com
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BECKLEY SCHOOL NEWS 
Coffee and Open Morning 
We were delighted to see so many people at the 
Coffee and Open Morning, including several 
prospective parents for September 2019! Thank 
you to everyone who came or donated a cake 
for the event, which raised £150 for 
Macmillan. 

!  

Bikeability  
We were delighted to be able to offer our Year 
5 pupils the opportunity to participate in the 
highly acclaimed Bikeability scheme, with the 
full cost being covered through a grant. Similar 
to Cycling Proficiency, Bikeability is 
predominantly about gaining practical skills 
and understanding how to cycle on today’s 
roads. The training has given our children 
skills and confidence they need for all kinds of 
cycling. 

!  

World War Two Day 
As part of their ongoing history topic, Skylark 
and Hobby Classes thoroughly enjoyed their 
WW2 day. This began with a truly inspiring 
visit from ex-parent, Mr Money, who kindly 
brought in his vast collection of WW2 
artefacts. This included a jeep! Other cross-
class activities involved dancing the jitterbug, 
spending time in an air raid shelter and having 
a WW2 tea party, whilst all dressed in costume.  

!  
Art Box Project 
We were delighted, once again, to contribute to 
Beckley’s Art Box Project, situated in a former 
phone box in the heart of the village. Every 
class was involved providing wreaths, knitted 
poppies, cross-stich poppies, poem helmets, 
union flags and bunting. Please do go and visit 
the artwork for yourself. 

!  

Big Christmas Sing 
The School Choir performed in Oxford Town 
Hall as part of this year’s Big Christmas Sing. 
They were exceptional. Highlights included 
singing as part of a massed choir with children 
from nine Oxfordshire primary schools and 
performing Rudolf the Red-Nosed Reindeer for 
the 750-strong audience. Over £1000 was 
raised for Christian Aid.  

!  



GP VISITS ARE DOWN  -PLUS 
WE’RE HAVING FUN AND 
BUILDING COMMUNITY 

!  

!  

!

!  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES BVH 
Mondays Table Tennis 10-1, Yoga 7:30 
Tuesdays - Pilates 9:30-10:30; Bells 2-4 
Wednesdays -Circuits 8:30-9:30am 
Fridays - Art Group 9-noon 



GO ACTIVE GOLD AWARD 
In recognition of Ann’s contribution to the 
success of GO active Gold programme as a 
role model and motivator to the people around 
her, she has been awarded the GO Active 
Gold’s Movers amd Shakers Award.  Well 
done, Ann!  The award happened because 
people made the effort to write and email their 
nomination, and is an indicator of our 
community’s ownership and involvement in 
promoting health and well -being.  And well 
done everyone!   Susy Jepson 

NOTES ON ACTIVITIES FROM 
THE EDITOR 
It will be noted that my award came for 
moving and shaking - not force feeding.  The 
offers of help and taking of responsibility by 
people throughout our community have been 
fantastic.  No, you do not have to call people 
and beg in our community,.  You just let the 
need or possibility be known, and people 
respond.   
However, not everything is going to fly when it 
is run up the flagpole.  After a disappointing 
turn out for the September Caelidh, and one of 
our key worker’s current disability, the 
February Caelidh has been cancelled.  Our 
Caelidhs  have been a wonderful way to bring 
people from all age groups together, but take a 
crew of workers to pull it off.   Who among 
you wants more Caelidhs?   Who among you 
will help promote, set up, and take down?  
Other activities that have been explored but not 
enough people have  followed through, are 
exercises for senior citizens in the afternoon; a 
youth club, dancing including Zumba and 
Ballroom; and of course, the Film Club which 
still waits to be put together.  Activities that 
have recently come together are the History 
Project and the Table Tennis Taster. 
We now have a very competent and diverse 
group that meets to coordinate and help with 
setting things up - but they need your ideas and 
what you would be willing to help with.   Give 
me a call or email and we can explore the 
possibilities together.    Ann Henman  
01865b351 492  annhenman@gmail.com- 

MOVERS AND SHAKERS 
Movers & Shakers is an award winning health 
and well being initiative that supports people 
staying fitter longer. 

GO ACTIVE GOLD 
GO Active Gold aims to help those aged 60 
and over to live more active lifestyles by 
setting up physical activities in rural areas that 
cater for all abilities.  South Oxfordshire and 
Vale of White Horse District Councils have 
been awarded £227,269 by Sport England for 
this three year project. 

HISTORY PROJECT 
After the article in the last newsletter asking 
who would be interested in delving into our 
community history, an amazing array of 
talented people have come forward indicating 
their interest and particular areas of research or 
expertise.  Our first meeting brought us with a 
wide range of possible directions , but also 
with the desire to host some preliminary talks 
introducing our particular place both 
geographic and chronological.    

Subsequently, we have arranged for Dr. 
Elizabeth Gemmill to give a talk on Sunday 
evening, 10 February, at the Abingdon Arms.  
The evening will follow the format of the 
Literary Evenings and will include a talk 
followed by questions and answers.  Elizabeth, 
a local resident,  is a popular and engaging 
speaker and will appeal to a wide audience 
including those who don’t particularly think 
history is their thing.   The project also ties in 
with SODC and others wanting us to list our 
“community’s unique assets” 

There will be a follow-up meeting on the 
project on 10 February at 2pm at Marion 
Weinstein’s .  There have been several people 
who have called and expresssed their interest 
since our first meeting, and they - plus anyone 
else interested in joining in the project - are 
invited to attend. Ann Henman 01865 351 492 



OTMOOR AND BEYOND: THE 
REAL WONDERLANDS THAT 
INSPIRED LEWIS CARROLL  
As part of the ‘More Than a Pub’ programme, 
on November 25th we heard an illustrated talk 
from the editor of the Lewis Carroll Review, 
Franziska Kohlt, about the author’s sources and 
inspirations in the Oxfordshire countryside. 
These ranged from the Treacle Well at Binsey, 
where Carroll first started to make up a story to 
entertain the Liddell children on a boating trip, 
to the Fellows Garden at Christchurch. Fran 
also told us about her own discovery, that the 
Mad Hatter’s Tea Party was based on tea 
parties for visitors at Littlemore Asylum, at the 
time a beacon of progressive psychiatry, to 
which Carroll was a frequent visitor.  
Sadly she was unable to find any evidence that 
proved or disproved a possible association 
between the landscape of Through the Looking 
Glass and the view from The Abingdon Arms, 
but she did tell us that it would be entirely 
consistent with the way Carroll incorporated 
actual places into his stories. 
The next literary talk will be on 27 January at 
7pm, when Dr Tara Stubbs will speak on WB 
Yeats.              Tony Strong 

BECKLEY ART GROUP -  
We continue to meet every Friday morning 
(term time only) from 9.30- 1pm in Beckley 
Village Hall.  We are a friendly, supportive 
group of all abilities, using different media. 
 We welcome new members at any time - call 
in at coffee time @ 11am to chat and see what 
we are doing.    Liz Bixby lizbixby@me.com   
   No Art Group meetings Ded 21,18; Jan 4. 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
Thank you once again to everyone who 
submitted news, articles, and pictures.  
What a busy place we are!  The next issue 
of what is turning out to be a magazine will 
be Spring 2019, with deadline for 
submission 8 March and delivery scheduled 
for the week end of 11-13 of March.   
Ann Henman Editor 
annhenman@mail.com    01865 351 492 

CALLING ALL THOSE WHO 
MIGHT LIKE TO TRY TABLE 
TENNIS  TASTER DAY SATURDAY 
12 JANUARY, 10AM -NOON 
A group of our ‘older’ residents meets weekly 
at 10.00 on Monday to play table tennis in the 
Village Hall. We are lucky to have 2 tables and 
we would like to see these used more 
frequently. We propose to hold a taster session 
for others in the village who cannot play when 
we meet, because they are working or are at 
school or college, and who might like to form 
their own group or groups to play at a time 
which would be more convenient for them. 
Current players will attend on the taster day to 
assist and the tables will be available to use.  
We look forward to seeing you there! 
Contact Bob Bixby (351282) if you have any 
queries 

TRIP TO MEXICO  
Mantina Portillo is organising a trip to Mexico 
which will raise at least £2000 (including the 
Gift Aid, once claimed) for church funds!  A 
band of 12 people, villagers and non-villagers, 
will visit the Yucatan and Mexico City in 
February/March next year, and each will make 
a donation to the church by way of thank you 
to Mantina.  We are hugely grateful to Mantina 
for all the work she is undertaking in 
organising and facilitating this exciting trip to 
hidden (and not so hidden) parts of her native 
country, and for creating this great opportunity 
for raising much needed funds for the church 
(see Betty Dye’s piece).         Susy Jepson 

PUB HOLIDAY HOURS
The pub will be open Christmas Eve and New 
Year's Eve for kitchen opening hours of 12-4 
and 6-8 on Christmas Eve; 11-2.30 and 6-9 on 
New Year’s Eve.  The pub bar  will be open at 
the usual times.  On New Year's Eve we will be 
open until after midnight but the kitchen will 
close to food orders at 9pm.  The menu for 
New Year's Eve will be on our website by the 
end of the week and marketing emails will 
follow.  The pub will also be open on New 
Year's Day for lunch, 12-4, with the pub bar 
closing at around 6pm.      Aimee 
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BOOK CLUB
The next two books are :- 
“The Hidden Life of Trees” by Peter 
Wohlleben. and “Autumn”  by Ali Smith.  The 
next meeting will be at Marian Weinstein’s on 
Thursday 13 December at 8pm.  (not the 14th 
as previously set due to Expressway Meeting).  
         Lyn Croft lynmcroft@gmail.com 

EXHIBITION BY LOCAL ARTIST 
An Exhibition of Original Paintings, Prints and 
Cards by Maeve Bayton will be on view at 
Stanton St John Village Shop during the month 
of December. 

BECKLEY ART BOX 
Currently displayed in the Beckley Art Box is a 
visually striking and inspiring installation 
which commemorates the centenary of the 
Armistice which ended the First World War. 
Created by pupils of Beckley Primary School, 
the work includes items which would have 
been all too familiar to soldiers in the trenches 
– a Tommy’s helmet, barbed wire, a short 
ladder – as well as artwork created by the 
children including poems, bunting and flags, 
knitted poppies and wreaths. This is a moving 
and thought-provoking display which was the 
basis for very relevant educational activities at 
the school. Do see it. 
Contributions are invited for future exhibitions 
in the Art Box -painting, sculpture, installations 
of all kinds are welcome. Please contact Mike 
Hobbs at mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 

WOBBLE - A different date in 
January 
In January, Women of Beckley will meet 
informally for lunch at The Abingdon Arms at 
12.30pm on the second Tuesday of the month; 
January 8th. In February meetings will resume 
on the first Tuesday of the month, February 
5th. If you are interested in coming along 
please contact Sarah Smith 
(beckleysarah@gmail.com) so that she can 
book the right sized table. 

MOB - A different date in January 
In January, Men of Beckley (MOB) will meet 
informally for lunch at the Abingdon Arms at 
12.30pm on the second Wednesday of the 
month; January 9th. In February meetings will 
resume on the first Wednesday of the month, 
February 6th.  
Adult male residents of Beckley of all ages are 
welcome to join us for lunch and cheerful 
banter. If possible please email Steve Smith 
(barkbeetles@gmail.com) so that he can let 
Aimee know roughly how many to expect but 
otherwise just turn up on the day.  

!  

 

Christmas Tree Recycling 
Folly Farm, Common 

Road, Beckley 
 

Return your old tree here by 
Sunday 13 January 2019 

(Trees left after this date will not be accepted) 
 

 
 
  

 
Trees larger than 6 ft must be cut down in size 

mailto:mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com
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VILLAGE HALL UPDATE 
Ann Henman Wins GO Active Gold’s Mover 
and Shaker Award for South Oxfordshire 
             (more details page 8) 
Annual Review of Hall Operating Policies 
and Procedures 
The Management Committee is undertaking an 
annual review of the Hall’s policies, 
procedures, commercial terms and charging 
structure and by the time you read this, the 
updated documents will have been uploaded to 
the Village Hall website.   
Financial Status 
The Trust continues to focus on ensuring 
compliance with its charitable objectives and 
balances commercial hires with subsidised 
activities for the benefit of the local 
community.   The Trust is currently running 
with a modest surplus in line with the business 
plan. 
150 Club 
The Trust continues to benefit from and greatly 
values the contributions from the 150 Club and 
thanks Ted Cloke for continuing to run this 
Club.  The Trustees have agreed with Ted that 
some of the surplus generated by the 150 Club 
will be used to procure a high quality sound 
system for the Hall which will also be linked to 
the planned projector facility. 
Music and Film Licensing 
PPL and PRS for Music both license the use of 
music and collect royalties for the music 
industry, but each represents different right 
holders and have separate licences, terms and 
conditions.  The Hall is currently licensed with 
the Performing Rights Society (PRS) which is 
an annual licence.   However, the PPL licence 
has to be procured on an event-specific basis 
and that is provided for in the agreement with 
Hirers who wish to play music subject to that 
licence.    However, these two societies have 
now merged and from the renewal of our PPS 
licence the Trust will have a new combined 
licence that will cover all events run in the Hall 
including films.   The Trust is waiting to hear 
when that transition will take place.Geoff 
Mills  mills_geoffrey@ymail.com 

150 CLUB - DECEMBER DRAW 
AND NEWS OF HOW WE INTEND 
SUPPORTING THE VILLAGE 
HALL COMMITTEE. 
Thanks to all those who have contributed to the 
2018-19 membership year. Your generosity has 
enabled us to continue to build up funds and to 
support the volunteers who run the Village Hall 
for our benefit. The breaking news is that it is 
our intention to contribute to the purchase of an 
Audio Visual system for the hall. This will 
enable the formation of a Film Club for both 
adults and the younger members of the  
community. It will also greatly facilitate the 
presentation of information for meetings and 
talks.  
This use of 150 Club funds will not reduce our 
reserves significantly and will leave enough to 
defray any unexpected expenses in the future. 
The important message here is that you can see 
that good things come from your membership 
and I hope that this gives you a nice warm 
feeling as we go into the Festive Season! 
The results of the October - December draw 
are given below and you will see that we have 
been able to continue with the augmented 
prizes for December, a very good reason for 
your continued membership next year.  

Thank you once again to all subscribers and 
congratulations to all prize winners. As you 
will know only too well, I will be inviting you 
all to rejoin in March for 2019 - 20 and to 
ensure the continued success of the 150 Club.  
      Ted Cloke ted.cloke@icloud.com  

October November December 
x 2

1st Prize - 
£30

Sarah & 
Steve 
Smith

Celia & 
Nick 
Crowley 

Stephen 
Chapman 

2nd Prize 
- £15

Marion & 
Bill 
Weinstein 

Joan Ring Liz & Bob 
Bixby

3rd Prize - 
£10

Noreen 
Tyson

Ali & Rick 
Kealey

John 
Baker

4th Prize - 
£5

Susan 
Hunter 
Pease

Richard 
Rawlinson 

Liz Reis
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