
BECKLEY COMMUNITY ORCHARD GROUP 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

Held on Monday 4th February 2013 

 

Present: Peter Ross (Chairman); Colin Day (Secretary); Tom Norman (Treasurer); 

Trustees- Mike Hobbs; Patrick Rooney; Matthew Pether; Nick Crowley; John Ovens; Neil Durrant. 

Also attending were a number of ‘Friends’ and members of Wolvercote Community Orchard. 

 

1. All 3 officers of Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer were re-elected unanimously. 

2. P Ross presented his Chairman’s report which was accepted unanimously. In summary he 

told us that in the 8 months since the establishment of the Beckley Orchard there had 

been amazing progress made with the new orchard and that it was so pleasing to see so 

many villagers involved both as ‘friends’ and by giving their time to the practical work of 

establishing the orchard. He thanked everyone including our friends from Wolvercote who 

had given advice, a tree and financial support. 

3. Treasurer Tom Norman presented the accounts for the 8 months of 2012 ending 31 

December.  

Income £1,946 

Expenditure £1,272 

Surplus £674 

Donations have included £100 from Parish Council 

   £350 from Thames Water for hedge 

From the surplus £650 is committed to development of the orchard for the hedge and 

gate/disabled access. 

 

Proposer to the accounts: Patrick Rooney/seconded Nick Crowley 

Unanimous acceptance with thanks to Tom Norman and Richard Jurd for auditing. 

 

4. Patrick Rooney/Gift Aid 

Patrick confirmed that HMRC have agreed we are registered for Gift Aid which will mean 

we can reclaim 25% on Friends Subscriptions and tree sponsorship. All donors have been 

requested to sign and return gift aid forms to Patrick. 

 

5. Mike Hobbs 

Mike spoke on; 

Tree Mapping: He showed us a map of Beckley with all the trees to date that he has 

identified and asked for any other trees to be advised to him 

Grafting: The first grafting workshop was held at Prospect Cottage on 3rd February and the 

evidence was in the number of plasters on fingers! 



Harvest/Share:Mike asked that any surplus fruit should be advised to him and he would 

organise distribution etc. 

 

6. Future Projects:  

Shelter to be built- we have asked OCVA to help us in finding grants 

Benches- Neil Durrant to organise and Oliver Cooper of Horton to build-Many thanks 

Oliver. 

Hedge- To be planted 16th February 

Trees- 15 new trees to be planted + a number in the hedge line. 

School- Will make more signs as required- JR to organise. 

Bees- Ted Cloke has generously donated his hive which will be placed on John Ovens land 

Many thanks to Ted and John 

Nick Crowley tells us that we need a second hive- quoted price £245 

Nick Crowley volunteered to be apiary manager- thanks Nick. 

 

7. Future working parties and maintenance 

Matthew Pether will keep track of jobs to be done 

All hands needed for hedge planting 16th February 

Monthly working party at Constables Piece on first Saturday in month 

1st Meeting Saturday 2nd March at 10am 

 
8. Social Events 

Picnic at blossom time 

Apple Day in October 

Wassailing 17th January 

 

9. Fundraising 

Through Friends/Gift Aid/Donations 

 

10. A.O.B. 

Julie Ross presented a cheque for £550 (£350 from Beckley Calendar & £200 from shoot 

supper). Many thanks to Julie (and Anne, Annie, Jo and Colin for their work for one of 

these fundraising events) for all her hard work. 

Derek Tolman has identified an old tree now named by the Wheelers  ‘Old Tiff’ in Tiffs 

Cottage, Church Street. 

The damson tree in the garden of Liz Reis/Simon Hogg is to be named by them as 

‘Meadow Gift’. Derek Tolman indicated that it was not a variety with a hitherto  known 

name. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.10pm following which we were fortunate to have Derek and Judy 

Tolman give us a fascinating talk on the history of apples- we all have so much to learn! 

 

 


