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NEWS FROM THE PARISH 
COUNCIL  
THE VILLAGE HALL 

The Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs) that 
form the shell of the new hall have at last been 
delivered and work is underway again.  The 
roof is now on.  The project is now due to be 
completed around year end.  Consequently it 
has been decided to cancel the village 
fireworks this year, but have them as part of the 
opening ceremony.   

ANNUAL OPEN PARISH MEETING  

This took place on Thursday 30  June at 8pm 
immediately after a very well attended meeting 
about saving the Abingdon Arms.  A short 
annual report was given by David Scott, Parish 
Council Chairman. 

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN’S 90TH 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

A Village Party and Hog Roast at the Abingdon 
Arms to celebrate her Majesty the Queen’s 90th 
birthday on Sunday 12 June 2016 was very 
well attended and well organised.  Everyone 
enjoyed themselves, despite some passing 
showers  

NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN 

If you have not done so already please 
complete the Neighbourhood Plan survey, 
which was delivered to every household with 
the last newsletter or you can find it on the  

village website or this link –– https://
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Beckley-NP-
survey 

The Neighbourhood Plan has legal standing 
and must be taken into account, arising from 
the fact that all Parishioners help to shape it, so 
your input and feedback is very important. 

The Steering Group has now developed the 
following work streams and we would like 
others to be involved – 

Project Work Streams  
• Local Businesses, including pub -  

Leader Mike Hobbs 
o  Agriculture - Geoff Henman  

• Facilities – village hall, pub, school, 
church 

• Parish History –Leaders Caroline 
Gordon Duff and  Ann Henman  

• Transport – bus usage, roads – 
footpaths - Leader Ann Henman 

• Infrastructure - Flooding and Drainage, 
Sustainability – Leaders Sian Jeffrey 
and  Geoff Henman 

• Planning & Development, site selection 
criteria and process – Leader Ginette 
Camps-Walsh  

• Design – Developing Local design 
guidelines – Leader Nick Crowley  

                          (continued on page 2) 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN CONTINUED 

Businesses in the Parish 
As part of these projects we want to establish 
links with all businesses that are based in the 
parish, as well as people who work either part 
or full time from home, to ensure their views 
are represented.  If you have a business based 
in the Parish, or know of any, or work from 
home, please could you let us know with some 
contact details? 

Parish E-Mail Addresses – Facilitating 
Communication 
With the Parish Council we want to ensure that 
we have as many e-mail addresses as possible 
to facilitate communications about Parish 
Business and the Neighbourhood Plan.  The 
addresses will be kept confidential and only 
used for these purposes.  Please could you send 
your e-mail address, name and postal address 
to Sue Cox our Parish Clerk - clerk@beckley-
and-stowood-pc.gov.uk   

We will be holding a workshop on criteria for 
site selection and design and all will be invited 
to participate. 

If you would like to join the Steering Group or 
one of the working parties, or have any queries 
or input please contact Ginette Camps-Walsh 
camps.walsh@btinternet.com 351762 

SODC LOCAL PLAN PREFERRED 
OPTIONS 2032 – CONSULTATION 

This important consultation on future 
development for South Oxfordshire ended on 
19th August and villagers were encouraged to 
submit their views, particularly on the Strategic 
Allocation Options.  As mentioned in the last 
newsletter these option included building 
3,000-4,000 houses on Wick Farm and 
4,000-5,000 on Lower Elsfield, both in the 
Green Belt and expanding Oxford City.  SODC 
has decided that their preferred options for 
large developments are Chalgrove airport and 
Harrington at J7 of M40, but it was important 
that the PC and villagers submitted their views 
to ensure that the preferred sites were chosen. 

The other important issue in this Plan is that 
smaller villagers such as Beckley and Stowood 
will be expected to increase their housing by 
5% through their Neighbourhood Plan.  It will 
therefore be very important for as many as 
possible to be involved in deciding on the 
criteria for development sites and what they 
should look like. 

TTRO (T4307) ROAD CLOSURE & NO 
WAITING AT BECKLEY, B4027 

At the PC’s request Oxfordshire County 
Council has deferred the closure of B4027 
between New Inn Road and Common Road 
from 25 July until 10 October for 5 days.  This 
closure is necessary to carry out further work 
on the dangerous bend at Lodge Farm.  The PC 
felt that with the current road works on the ring 
road, traffic lights on Islip bridge and 
numerous daily lorry journeys from Barton 
West (Park) to Woodeaton quarry it would be 
difficult to carry work out in July.  There will 
be a diversion around the ring road and through 
Islip.  

DOG WASTE ON FOOTPATHS 
There have been complaints about dog waste 
on the unofficial path between the playing 
fields and the Oxfordshire Way, making it very 
unpleasant for others to use it.  Please would 
everyone clear away any mess left by their 
dog.            Ginette Camps-Walsh 
           Beckley and Stowood Parish Council 
           Web site - http://www.beckley-and-   
                                  stowood-pc.gov.uk/ 

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT -   
Sue Cox Parish Clerk - clerk@beckley-and-
stowood-pc.gov.uk  or 01865 351415 

EDITOR’S NOTES:  The Beckley-Stowood 
Parish Newsletter is published four times a 
year on (or near) the first of March, June, 
September and December.  Deadline for the 
winter issue will be 20 November.  Many 
thanks to all who contribute to the writing, 
publishing , and distribution.  Ann Henman 
01865 351 492 annhenman@gmail.com 
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mailto:camps.walsh@btinternet.com
http://www.beckley-and-
http://stowood-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk


THE ABINGDON ARMS: GOOD 
PROGRESS TOWARDS A 
COMMUNITY PURCHASE 
As most of you know, the Abingdon Arms is 
for sale. The pub is an important meeting place 
in our community, and we have a unique 
opportunity to purchase it for the community. 
As support for a community pub has grown, 
we can see that the Abingdon Arms could be 
more than a pub - with added facilities and 
value for the wider community: coffee and 
lunch clubs for older and less mobile people, 
possibly a small shop and cafe, and potentially 
more. 

There is wide support for a community 
purchase, not just in Beckley but in the 
surrounding villages and further afield. To date 
78 people have pledged to invest in the pub, 
with pledges ranging from £50 to £25,000, and 
totalling over £328,000. That’s almost 75% of 
the asking price of £440,000, so we are hoping 
to raise the full asking price when the share 
offer opens in September. Of course there will 
be purchase costs (survey, legal, tax) and 
possibly some essential repairs and 
refurbishments, so we are looking for 
additional funding too. 

The business proposal has been well received 
and can be accessed at the Beckley & Stowood 
village website (http://bit.ly/2boJgCo). In 
summary, our aim is to purchase the Abingdon 
Arms freehold from Brakspear, and to set an 
affordable rent which will attract a good, 
experienced tenant to operate the pub as a free 
house. We will invest any surplus profit from 
the rental payment in improving the pub and its 
facilities to the benefit of the community, and 
will aim in time to pay a modest level of 
interest to community shareholders. For this 
purpose, we are in the process of forming a 
Community Benefit Society. 

Fortunately we have been awarded a Bursary 
from the Plunkett Foundation, which has 
supported community enterprises for a century: 
this comprises £2,500 towards start-up costs 
and 3 days of specialist advice. With Plunkett’s 

support, we have applied to the government’s 
‘More than a Pub’ programme for a matched 
grant and loan of up to £150,000; and we have 
researched additional sources of loans should 
we need them. 

Because of its listing as an Asset of 
Community Value, Brakspear cannot sell the 
Abingdon Arms to anyone other than a 
community group before the present 
moratorium expires on 17 November. As has 
been emphasised from the start, however, 
Brakspear is under no obligation to sell the pub 
to our community. With the intention of 
smoothing the way we met with Brakspear’s 
Chief Executive recently, and had a 
constructive if open-ended discussion. They 
will not favour our bid over other bids, but are 
not opposed to a community purchase. Indeed, 
we hope Brakspear may warm to this prospect 
because of the good publicity it could provide 
as they move to sell off a number of other 
small country pubs. 

With the support of other community pubs and 
two commercial enterprises, we are currently 
drafting a detailed business plan. This will be 
crucial for our applications for grants and 
loans; but, nearer to home, it will demonstrate 
the robustness of our proposals for people who 
are considering buying shares in our 
community enterprise.  

Full details of the business plan and the share 
offer prospectus will be available soon when 
the share offer is launched – and we will also 
be launching our new website. Look out for 
details of the public meeting to be held in the 
second half of September. Then our collective 
work will begin in earnest!  

The share offer will be open to everyone who 
supports the Abingdon Arms to invest in the 
pub’s future success. We need as many people 
to invest as possible to get this venture off the 
ground. The more we raise through 
investments, the less we have to borrow, so the 
better for the future of our pub. 

                 (continued on overleaf) 



ABINGDON ARMS CONTINUED  
We also need more volunteers willing to help 
with the next, crucial stages of this project. 
Please contact us if you want more information 
or can offer to help. 

Mike Hobbs /  mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com  / 
07833 676516 
Gabriel Brodetsky  / gbrodetsky@gmail.com 
/ 07770 331977 

BECKLEY ART GROUP 
These are the dates for next term.  We are still 
meeting in Stanton Village Hall on Friday 
mornings from 9.30 to 12.30, all welcome.  We 
shall be doing some still life studies but other 
ideas are welcome.  All you need is 
enthusiasm. Enquiries Liz Bixby 351 282 
Sept 9, 16, 23, 30 
Oct 7, 14, 21     Half Term on Oct 28 
Nov 4, 11, 18, 25          
Dec 2, 9,  

BECKLEY INTEREST GROUP 
Trips for the autumn include a visit to the 
Islamic Centre in September to be organised by 
Cathy Kennedy cathyroyoak@gmail.com 
(information to come); a visit to the Mini 
Factory in Cowley on 17 October (tour full - 
contact Ann Henman  to be on waiting list), a 
walking tour of Osxford’s Jewish Heritage on 
17 November (contact Ann Henman if you 
want to come), and a Christmas Dinner on 12 
December at Brookes University organised by 
Sue Cloke tcloke@waitrose.com.  BIG is open 
to all residents and friends of the village.  
             Ann Henman 01865 351 492  

MOB   
Men of Beckley meet on the 1st Wednesday of 
each month at The Abingdon Arms at 12:30pm 
for lunch and a chat.  If you would like to join 
us you will be very welcome (not restricted to 
Beckley Residents). 

BECKLEY BOOK GROUP 
The next meeting of the book group is at 8 pm 
on Friday 9 September at Sue and Ted Clokes’ 
house (Hornbeams, Woodperry Road). The 
books under discussion will be Robert 
Goddard’s political thriller, The Corners of the 
Globe (vol. 2 of a trilogy) and William Boyd’s 
Sweet Caress. All are welcome. 

              Chris Britton 01865 351223 

BECKLEY BELLS    
New Members Welcome 
About sixteen years ago, Beckley was 
bequeathed a set of handbells by Jessie Ponting 
hoping that the village would be interested in 
forming a group to explore the possibility of 
resurrecting this skill.  Subsequently, the 
challenge was duly taken up by the W I and 
since then a group of ringers has been meeting 
weekly to practise the art.  Members have 
come and gone over the years,  but there's still 
a nucleus of founder members who have 
maintained their interest and dedication.  

Under the baton of Jill Meyjes (from Horton), 
we currently rehearse on Tuesday afternoons in 
term time at Jubilee Hall, but will return to our 
original home in Beckley Village Hall when 
the rebuilding is complete in the autumn. 
Usually, we play at the annual Carols and 
Claret Service in Beckley Church just prior to 
Christmas and also have performed at Yarnton 
Garden Centre (in aid of cancer and children's 
charities) and at local residential care homes.  

We’d be delighted to welcome new members 
from both Beckley and the neighbouring 
villages to join us.   It’s an advantage to be able 
to read music although not absolutely essential. 
If you’re interested in making music in a 
traditional fashion, come and give ringing a 
try……… 

Further information from: Barbara Rose, Tel: 
01865 351376 or Email: 
barbara.rose1@hotmail.co.uk  
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BUS UPDATE  
The revised Heyfordian Travel 118 service 
gives Beckley a 13 minute morning run to 
Headington at 7.25am and a 33 minute return 
to Beckley from Oxford via Headington at 
4.15pm Monday through Saturday.  

The 108 circular service leaves Beckley at 9.51 
MWTH (9.50 Sat) and arrives at Oxford City 
Centre at 10.43am MWTH (10.59 Sat).  Return 
from Oxford City Centre is 1pm MWTH, Sat, 
arriving at Beckley at 1.52 MWTH (2.05 Sat), 
and arriving back at Oxford City Centre at 2.05 
MWTH (2.25 Sat). - and  offers the chance to 
stop at Horton cum Studley, Stanton St John, 
Forest Hill, Wheatley ASDA, Wheatley, 
Littleworth, Horspath, and Cowley Centre.   

This leaves morning shopping/medical/etc 
appointments limited to MWTHSat, and bars 
attending any event (or work) past 4pm.  
Reaction has varied.  Some, who are 
committed to using public transportation even 
though they have other options, are willing to 
work around the system.  Others who are 
totally reliant on the bus service, walk from 
Barton or Stanton St John when necessary.  
(Condition of pathways along roads leading to 
Beckley not user-friendly). Others have opted 
for other means of transportation. 

I found the 1:52 circular route in and the 4:15 
route out of Oxford perfect for errands. Please 
do see if you can use the new system.   
                               Ann Henman 351492      

LAST VISIT OF MOBILE LIBRARY 
Sadly, the need for cuts to County budgets has 
meant the demise of the mobile library bus’ 
visits to Beckley.  It was a much-loved service 
and will be hard to replace for those without 
their own transportation. 

BECKLEY COMMUNITY 
ORCHARD OPEN DAY 
3 SEPTEMBER CANCELLED 
Due to a weather forecast for heavy rain and 
wind, the Open Day had to be cancelled.  The 
trustees hope to arrange a Spring event.

MY FIRST DAY BACK 
Tomorrow is my first day back at Beckley 
school in year five with Mr Houston. I'm going 
to have fun playing with all my friends again . 
We have a bug club and l like playing on the 
pitch at break, and in summer we can climb the 
trees. 
It will be different at Beckley now as we are 
getting a new head teacher and some other 
teachers are also new. There will also be lots of 
new little children in reception, but everyone is 
kind and helps each other. 
We will be busy as there are lots of fun 
activities like chess club, bright sparks science 
club, orchestra and singing. 

This term is nice as I'm looking forward to 
Harvest Festival, Halloween and then 
Christmas.            Finlay McMichael 

VILLAGE HALL 150 CLUB 
Our thanks to all members who renewed their 
support for 2016-17 and welcome to the 
newcomers also - your support is highly 
valued. The numbers are now back up to levels 
previously seen some years ago. As a direct 
consequence of these higher levels of 
subscription income, we have been able to 
increase the prize distribution. Some of you 
will already have seen a return on your 
investment from the June draw.  

Just to recap, the rules of the scheme dictate 
that 50% of receipts are allocated to the prize 
fund and 50% are contributed to a reserve fund 
for emergency or essential costs at the village 
hall, either its equipment or to provide for 
future maintenance.  

It goes without saying that more contributors 
would be welcome, very welcome. It's a 
bargain at £12 per share per year and the odds 
of winning are about 3:1 - that’s a lot better 
than the favourite in the 3.15 at Towcester!  

The next draw will take place in late 
September and prize winners will receive the 
usual plain brown envelope (no questions 
asked!).     Peter Carter    01865 351352  
                  Ted Cloke         01865 358881 



SODC REPORT 

Birthday celebrations for Her Majesty the  
Queen’s 90th year. 
SODC offered our Town and Parish councils a 
grant towards any community events they were 
holding to celebrate the Queen's 90th birthday.  
71 out of 86 parish and town councils in South 
Oxfordshire, including Beckley, took us up on 
the offer and we distributed over £50,000 
towards these events.  

High Court judgement on planning 
challenges 
As previously reported on 5 May the High 
Court ruled on two appeal decisions for 
developments in Chinnor. The judge hearing 
the case agreed with the inspector that SODC’s 
policy didn’t show the required housing 
information and he also made a number of 
comments about the approach which we have 
used to inform options for our emerging Local 
Plan. 

Until our Local Plan has been agreed and is in 
place, it does mean that our position is 
weakened when it comes to resisting Planning 
Applications. There is a Bill going before 
Parliament this session which our MP, John 
Howell, has worked on which will help us, but 
legislation does take time. 

This phase of Local Plan 2032 consultation 
closed on 19th August and we hope as many 
residents were able to provide feedback on this 
as possible. It will influence the future 
development of our District so the more 
responses we receive, the more able we are to 
reflect our public’s views.  

More Planning Matters 
Some of our Councillors have worked with our 
Planning Officers to produce a simple guide on 
how members of the public should reply to 
Planning Permission Consultations. We are 
hoping that this will help people respond, and 
improve their understanding of what does and 

does not constitute a Material Planning 
Consideration. 

We hope that all of our Town and Parish 
Councils will make this available to their 
residents via their websites. 

July Town and Parish Forum 
SODC held our Town and Parish forum in July. 
These help us to stay in touch with town and 
parish councils and keep them up to date with 
the work we're doing. At the July event we 
provided updates on our bid for district-based 
unitary councils and progress on our local 
plans. We also took the chance to talk to 
councils about our new corporate plan. 

These are an important opportunity for 
dialogue and in future, we aim to hold two of 
these each year, instead of just the one. 

Five Councils update - Changes from 1 
August 
The first of SODC’s services to be handed over 
to Capita and VINCI on 1st  August has been 
completed. The only exception to this is that 
the launch of the new system for people to pay 
for their car parking by phone by a month, will 
be put back until 1st  September. A benefit of 
doing this is that it gives us bit more time to let 
people know the change is taking place, but in 
the meantime people can continue to use the 
existing RingGo system as normal. 

Devolution/Unitary Councils Update 
SODC needs to understand how the recent 
changes in the government may affect our 
proposals for devolution and local government 
reorganisation. Following discussions with 
civil servants, we’ve now had a very clear 
message from central government that 
devolution proposals should have broad 
support across all tiers of local government in 
the area they would cover. This has not been 
the case in Oxfordshire so we’ve collectively 
agreed to again explore whether we can reach a 
set of proposals we can all sign up to. 
                   (continued on page 6)       
          



SODC REPORT CONTINUED 

This is likely to take a little while so there will 
be little public activity for a couple of months 
and we’ve postponed publication of the PWC 
and Grant Thornton studies, and plans for 
consultation are now on hold. 

Cutting Down Council Tax Fraud 
Last year our fraud investigators helped to 
prevent more than £410,000 in council tax 
discounts from being fraudulently claimed 
across the South and Vale Districts and they 
also recovered more than £160,000 that had 
already been paid out to illegal claims. If you 
or your residents have concerns that someone 
may be carrying out a fraud, please do report it 
so we can look into it.  It is your money that 
they are claiming! 

New Grants Scheme 
SODC has launched a new revenue grants 
scheme - any non-profit organisation can apply 
e.g. a charity or local village committee. The 
grants are from £10,000 to £100,000 over four 
years and can be used on revenue spending - so 
things like rent and rates, salary costs, and 
marketing and publicity. 

We're launching these grants to help us meet 
our new corporate objectives, including 
investing in the district’s future and building 
thriving communities, as with the rebuilding of 
Beckley Village Hall. Applications are open 
from 27 July until 15 September this year. We 
know that councils spreading the word is one 
of the main ways groups find out about grant 
funding, so it'd be a great help if you could let 
your communities know - just put them in 
contact with the grants team on 01235 422405. 

Cllr John Walsh South Oxfordshire District 
Council       07860 786470 
John.Walsh@southoxon.gov.uk  

HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST 
RIDE AND STRIDE10 SEPTEMBER 

The Ride and Stride is a countrywide annual 
sponsored walk, cycle or horse ride which 
raises much-needed funds for the maintenance 
of our parish church buildings. It's not too late 
to find sponsors and take part, and it's fun and 
interesting! 

There are some sponsorship forms and 
information in the church, or contact Gina 
Robson  (tel 351637, email 
gina.robson@virgin.net) for details    

BECKLEY ART BOX 

With Becky Paton’s beautiful mosaic portrait 
presently in the background, the current 
exhibition in the Art Box is an excellent and 
varied display of paintings by members of the 
Beckley Art Group: Maeve Bayton, Liz Bixby, 
Tim King, John Stradling, and Michael 
Worthington. Their display makes good use of 
the new picture-suspension system installed by 
John Stradling, and funded from the moneys 
raised at the Art Box supper earlier this year. 
Everyone walking over the brow of High 
Street’s slight hill will have been greeted by the 
direct gaze of Liz Bixby’s painting of a 
classical bust! Do take a close look at the 
artwork. 

It is less easy of course to see the paintings 
displayed in the left side panel of the box, 
because of the raised bank. This has caused us 
to ask whether we could create a step and 
platform beside the box from which to view 
this panel. If the Parish Council supports the 
plan, we will welcome volunteers to undertake 
this earthwork; but it will not be 
straightforward because of the rocks. We 
would welcome also offers of future art 
displays. 

Mike Hobbs      mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 
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GOOD BYE AND WELCOME 
A sad good-bye to the Bullard family, who 
have moved from Lindum Cottage, Church 
Street, to Sonning in Berks, and who 
contributed so much to the life of Beckley. 

And a warm welcome to Susy Jepson, who has 
moved into Lindum Cottage from Iffley 
Village.  Susy, a solicitor with Vodafone 
Group, was brought up in Ilkey, Yorkshisre, 
and has lived many different places around the 
UK and Europe.   

She was ‘only thinking of moving’ when her 
son in London saw the advertisement for the 
cottage on line, and contacted her to go and see 
it.  Susy was drawn in by the garden, 
‘charming and pretty’, in addition to an older 
and charming home in an older and charming 
village in such close proximity to Oxford…. 
’complete country and complete city.’  She has 
been warmly welcomed and has already begun 
to be involved in village activities . 

Brenda Lambourn, of Red Lion Cottage, will 
be strongly missed.  Brenda also was not really 
thinking of moving, when her god-daughter on 
The Isle of Wight called insisting she look at a 
retirement set-up near her and her family.  
Brenda did - said ‘if only I can be on the 
ground floor and be able to open my doors to a 
garden I could be happy’, was shown the show 
room apartment which had just gone back on 
the market, and the move after 38 years of life 
in Beckley/Stowood begun.    

Brenda regrets leaving Beckley, where her 
ancestors lived in the 1700s, and where she has 
been active in village and surrounding 
community activities, but ‘won’t spend my 
time looking back’.  Bridge, a WI, Pilates, 
frequent and convenient bus service, and the 
chance to be near her god-daughter’s twin 
daughters are leading her through the sorting 
and disbursement of 38 years.  Thank you, 
Brenda, for being such a good friend and 
neighbour, and Bon Voyage for the years 
ahead! 

BECKLEY SCHOOL NEWS 
I am pleased to be able to introduce myself as 
the new Headteacher of Beckley Church of 
England Primary, a school offering an excellent 
education in Christian surroundings,.  I feel 
both proud and excited to have been appointed 
and have been impressed by the warm 
welcome I have received from pupils, staff, 
parents and governors alike. 

I have taught in schools in Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire for over a decade and have 
undertaken a wide range of roles. During the 
last five years I have been the Deputy 
Headteacher of a Church of England primary 
school located in a rural setting similar to 
Beckley.  I am married with a three year old 
son, and therefore fully appreciate the demands 
of working full time as well as raising a young 
family. 

These are exciting times for Beckley.  I find 
myself in the tremendous position of leading a 
happy, friendly school with polite, well-
behaved pupils, and a committed and dedicated 
team of staff.  However, I am very aware of the 
various challenges the school faces from a 
changing education landscape nationally.  I 
believe fundamentally that my key role is 
ensuring the school stays true to its vision and 
Christian values. 

For me the needs of the children are always 
paramount in the life and decision making 
within the school.  I strongly believe in 
providing the children with exciting, creative 
and meaningful learning experiences, which 
build their enthusiasm for learning and help 
them to grow and develop positively in a 
variety of ways.  I look forward to developing 
new and existing partnerships with all at 
Beckley School,, but also within the local and 
wider community.    
              Mark Szortowski, Headteacher 

    2 September-21 Oct Autumn Term 
  22 Oct - 30 Oct Autumn Half-Term Dates 
    31 Oct-16 Dec  Autumn Term 




