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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Oxford Cambridge Expressway 

On 12 September 2018 Roads Minister Jesse 
Norman announced the chosen central corridor 
for the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway.  The 
campaign to protect the important wildlife 
areas of Otmoor and Bernwood Forest has 
been rewarded by their exclusion from the 
corridor. 

!  

(Link to map and announcement https://
www.gov.uk/government/news/corridor-
announced-to-unlock-full-potential-of-
englands-economic-heartland ) 

We are grateful to all who have been involved 
in the campaign, with special thanks to Adrian 
Pennink and Tony Strong for setting up the 
SaveOtmoor.org web site and the SaveOtmoor 
petition which reached over 10,000 signatures, 
a great achievement. Also to my wife Ginette 
Camps-Walsh who chaired the meetings and 
organised everyone and to Professor David 
Rogers from Horton who gave expert advice 
and set up displays at events through the 
summer. We co-operated closely with the 

Expressway Action Group led by Peter Rutt 
who sent on all our evidence to the right 
departments. Their campaign continues against 
the south-eastern routes and we will support 
them. 
Of my ward, Woodeaton, Elsfield, Beckley, 
Stanton St John and Forest Hill can relax 
somewhat, the map released with the 
announcement has them in the white zone.  The 
nearest the road might be to the north-east of 
Oxford would be the line of the M40. But 
Waterperry and Waterstock could be bisected, 
the edge of Holton parish near the mill could 
be on the route and Tiddington would be 
affected by noise and extra traffic. 
Cllr Jane Murphy, Leader of South Oxfordshire 
District Council, said: “It’s important that 
progress is now being made on the Oxford to 
Cambridge Corridor. Our residents have been 
waiting for an update on this issue, which will 
have a significant impact on life in 
Oxfordshire. We are disappointed the 
announcement doesn’t bring the clarity or 
certainty our residents need about the route 
around Oxford. We are now calling on the 
government to confirm their intentions as soon 
as possible, and we stand by our position that 
the route to the west of the city is the best 
outcome for our residents.” 
John Walsh District Councillor, Forest Hill 
and Holton Ward  

(District Councillor’s Report continued p 2) 
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
                (continued from page 1) 

Cooking Oil 
We've just introduced a new cooking oil 
recycling service for residents as part of our 
food waste collections. 
After cooking and once it has cooled, any 
leftover oil can be poured into a plastic bottle 
no bigger than one litre in size. The bottle and 
its contents can then be placed into the 
kerbside food waste caddy, along with other 
food waste, and put out for the weekly 
collection. For those who don't want to use a 
plastic bottle, oil can also be poured straight 
into the caddy along with other food waste. 

SODC Headquarters 
Demolition work has started at the former 
headquarters of South Oxfordshire and Vale of 
White Horse District Council. They are 
dismantling the building, which was severely 
damaged in an arson attack in 2015. The 
contractors have been at the site, in Benson 
Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford, since early July 
carrying out preparatory works before starting 
demolition. It is expected to take around three 
months to completely clear the site. They are 
salvaging as many leftover materials from the 
building as possible so that they can be 
recycled or re-used. 

John Walsh  john.walsh@southoxon.gov.uk 
District Councillor, Forest Hill and Holton 
Ward 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
The Neighbourhood Plan committee will meet 
a consultant on the 25th September in the 
hopes of being able to bring the plan into final 
completion for submission to SODC.  Much 
work has already been done; some work still 
needs to happen.  Chair of the Committee is 
Ginette Camps-Walsh, with Nick Crowley, 
Mike Hobbs, Sian Jeffrey, Caroline Gordon-
Duff, Ann and Geoff Henman members.    

THIS AND THAT 
As several people from Beckley have been 
involved in exhibitions and demonstrations 
(including Bonn Square) with the Horton-cum-
Studley Expressway Group, I am including 
some of their comments in an attempt to report 
where we see ourselves now: 

In the course of the protest/awareness 
campaign, concern for housing proposals and 
the question of the need for an expressway 
began to grow.   

The announcement on 12 September of a 
modified Corridor B as the preferred option 
was a win for the Otmoor Reserve, Bernwood 
forest, and Shotover areas.  However, not all of 
Otmoor itself is out of danger, with Charlton-
on-Otmoor and Oddington still in, or very 
close to, the B1 section of the corridor.  And 
the government still wants to build a further 
300,000 homes in the Oxfordshire part of the 
corridor, posing a huge threat to Oxfordshire’s 
environment, Green Belt, pollution and 
congestion levels.   

There will be an Expressway Update meeting 
on Monday 8 October in Horton -cum-
Studley’s Millenium Hall at 7:30pm.  And the 
Peggy Seeger benefit to “Save Otmoor” on 
Saturday evening,October 13 at 7:30pm  will 
contribute to these efforts. 

People to call for further information on any of 
the above include Ann and Geoff Henman; 
Maeve Bayton; Susy Jepson; Mantina 
Portillo. 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 
Many apologies for the delay in publishing this 
issue, but much of the news came in during the 
first two weeks of September.   As I realize that 
the December issue  needs to be out in time for 
people to plan holiday activities, the deadline 
for submission of articles, stories, and pictures 
will need to be 14 November.  Thank you one 
and all for helping in publication, distribution, 
photography and writing.  Ann Henman 
annhenman@gmail.com  01865 351 492 

mailto:annhenman@gmail.com


OUR CHURCH’S MEDIEVAL 
STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
SUNDAY 7 OCTOBER 
Donna Dickenson will talk on our church’s 
unique stained glass windows at 4pm Sunday, 
October 7.   Donna discovered how special 
Beckley is on the first day of her participation 
in a national stained glass course, - and 
included the glass in the paper she wrote for 
the class.  Come and hear what she was able to 
learn!  Tickets are available from Susy Jepson 
07920 758484 susy.jepson@gmail.com and 
are £8.  Light refreshments. 

CHURCH “AUTUMN” CLEAN   
20 OCTOBER  9.30am - 12:30 
There is a lot of need inside and outside the 
church.  If  you could spare a morning to attack 
dust and cobwebs, and polish pews, please 
bring vacuum cleaners with extensions (to dust 
the walls), dustpans, brushes, and polish (we 
have some in the church, but difficult to share 
out!) - Help is always welcome (and needed) 
for the church yard. Everybody welcome!- 

CHURCH WITHOUT A VICAR 
Andrew Pritchard-Keens has left to become 
Rector of the church of St Peter and St Paul in 
Olney, and we are now embarking on the 
process of finding and appointing a 
replacement for him.  We are hopeful this will 
not take too long, and that we shall have a new 
vicar in the New Year. 
In the meantime, services will continue as 
usual in the four parishes. Please contact the 
churchwarden for help with baptisms, 
weddings, and funerals. 
         Gina Robson  tel 01865 351637   
         email   gina.robson@virgin.net 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
We are looking for young musicians willing to 
play along with the Beckley Bells.
          Betty Dye  01865 358294
          betty.dye@tesco.net

ELEVEN O’CLOCK ON THE 
ELEVENTH DAY OF THE 

ELEVENTH MONTH, JUST AS IT 
WAS 100 YEARS AGO 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 10:45am  
On this 100th anniversary of the end of the 
First World War our ACT OF 
REMEMBRANCE will  start at 10.45am so that 
two minutes' silence can be observed at 11, 
after the sounding of the Last Post. We are also 
planning an exhibition in the church from 10 to 
4 of memorabilia from both World Wars, and 
any other conflicts in the last 100 years, so if 
anyone has items that they would be willing to 
have on display, under strict supervision, 
please contact Gina Robson.  
     “AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN 
AND IN THE MORNING, WE WILL 
REMEMBER THEM.”  (1) 

Walk among the serried crosses of the war 
memorials in France and look at the ages of the 

men who died: most are between 18 and 24, 
hundreds, thousands, millions of young men. 
”WHEN YOU GO HOME TELL THEM OF 

US AND SAY: FOR YOUR TOMORROW WE 
GAVE OUR TODAY”  (2) 

As we remember the 100 years since the end of 
World War One, we also remember all who 
have died and are still dying now in conflicts 
since then.  In the two World Wars those who 
died included young men who  had thought 
they would be  architects, doctors, farmers, 
teachers, artists, dancers; mothers and children 
in bombed out houses; medics, nurses, and 
chaplains.  
At 10.45 on 11 November we will stand in 
silence for two minutes in the churchyard  and 
say” thank you” to all involved.  It will be 
solemn and serious but still our children should 
come  and recognise with gratitude what some, 
just a few years older than they are now, were 
asked to do. 
“THEY SHALL  GROW NOT OLD,  AS WE 

THAT ARE LEFT GROW OLD” (1)
(1) For the Fallen - Laurence Binyon
(2) Epitaph in the War Cemetery, Kohima, 

April 1944  John Maxwell Edwards

mailto:susy.jepson@gmail.com
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A TALE OF TITHES AND 
TAKEOVERS: THE STORY 
BEHIND BECKLEY'S MEDIEVAL 
STAINED GLASS 
In the last issue of the 'Four Parishes' 
newsletter, a riddle was posed about why 
Horton was part of Beckley parish until 1880.  
But actually it wasn't Horton that was the 'poor 
relation': it was Beckley, which was subjected 
to a medieval version of a hostile takeover by 
Studley Priory in 1352.  Then as now, it was all 
about money: a tale of tithes and takeovers. 

Edmond de Lodelaw, the priest at Beckley 
from 1318, had launched a lawsuit against the 
vicar of Oakley, claiming the right to tithes 
from Bernwood Forest. He lost, with the cost 
of the action probably reducing the church's 
income drastically. In May 1352 the prioress at 
Studley procured a licence from the Bishop of 
Lincoln to appropriate Beckley parish into the 
priory and receive all its tithes, the compulsory 
levy paid by villagers. If you look at the list of 
vicars in Beckley Church, you'll find a gap of 
over 200 years between Edmond de 
Lodelaw and the next vicar. There would have 
been a priest at Studley Priory, but the very 
minuscule stipend that the prioress agreed to 
pay for one at Beckley was too small for a man 
to live on. 

However, this neglect actually served Beckley 
well. Edmond de Lodelaw had also 
commissioned four beautiful and costly stained 
glass panels at Beckley Church; in fact, it may 
well have been the cost of this glass that he 
was seeking to recoup in the lawsuit. We still 
have these stunning windows today, when only 
a very few English churches have kept theirs. 
Many were destroyed in the time of Henry VIII 
and Edward VI, under royal edicts requiring 
the destruction of all stained glass and statues 
because images should not be worshipped. But 
it seems that nobody remembered about 
Beckley, particularly after the priory was itself 
taken over and disbanded during the 
dissolution of the monasteries. 

It's a wonderfully modern and intriguing story, 
which I will tell in an illustrated talk 
on Sunday 7th October at 4 pm in Beckley 
church to raise funds for the wall paintings 
restoration. Come along and hear more! 
                           Donna Dickenson 

TRIP TO MEXICO IN FEBRUARY  
A two week trip to Mexico City and the region 
around Merida, Yucatan is being planned for 
February or March in benefit of The Beckley 
Church Fabric Fund.  Guide and organizer will 
be Mantina Lopez-Portillo.  We will have a 
meeting of those interested in learning more 
about the trip and the places we will visit.  
Contact SusyJepson susy.jepson@gmail.com, 
Ann Henman annhenman@gmail.com, or 
Mantina Lopez-Portillo mantinalp@aol.com 
if you would like to be included in this first 
exploration into who, what,  where, and why. 
Ann Henman  01865 351 492 

RE-CAP:  17 JUNE OPEN DAY  
The gardens were as usual wonderful, teas 
were delicious, plants and ice creams were 
popular, and everything on the cake stall was 
sold.  Plus - the art exhibition in the church 
looked amazing. Heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who opened their gardens, organised the art 
exhibition, ran stalls, made ice cream and 
cakes, donated plants and books, sold raffle 
tickets, helped put up signs and bunting, and 
manned the car park. Meetings have been held  
to review, and we continue to be open to 
suggestions and innovations. for future Open 
Days.   

OXFORDSHIRE HISTORIC 
CHURCHES TRUST - ANNUAL 
RIDE AND STRIDE 8 SEPTEMBER 
This is the OHCT's chief  fundraising event, 
and the money raised is used by the Trust to 
give grants for repairs and improvements to 
churches of all denominations in Oxfordshire.  
Beckley Church is included in the tour and 
received a generous grant  for our stonework 
repairs in 2009.  Let’s hope this year’s totals 
are comparable to last year!   

mailto:susy.jepson@gmail.com
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VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 
Work continues on the finishing touches to the 
Village Hall and since our June report the 
following work has been completed: 

• Hand dryers have been fitted to Gents, 
Ladies and Disabled loos 

• CCTV has been installed and will be 
operated to a protocol agreed with the 
local police and in accordance with the 
law. 

• Acoustic panels have been installed 
with the feedback that they have 
transformed the acoustics. 

• Mirrors have been fitted to the loos 
• A baby changing unit for the disabled 

loo is being purchased and should be 
installed by the time you read this. 

Erratum 
There was a potentially misleading final clause 
related to Hall capital funding in the last 
Newsletter report which should have read as 
follows: 
‘The Hall is running with a modest surplus 
which reflects the aim of the Trust to support 
worthwhile village activities from income 
generated from a tightly controlled range of 
commercial lettings.   The first year’s accounts 
require auditing and when that is complete we 
will arrange and announce our first AGM for 
the new Hall where I am sure that the village 
will celebrate the decade of hard work by a 
succession of management Trustees and the 
Parish Council in producing this wonderful 
facility.’ 
                      Geoff Mills Chairman      
                 mills_geoffrey@ymail.com 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Film Nights In the Planning for 
Winter 

Next Caelidh 2 February, 2019

Ceilidh/Barn Dance 
Saturday 6 October  
Beckley Village Hall 

Music by Kismet 

Doors Open 7:30pm 

 Music at 8pm 

£10 Adults  £5 Children 

Bring beverage and finger food 
to share    

drmaeve@hotmail.com     
annhenman@gmail.com 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES AT 
VILLAGE HALL
Table tennis  Mondays 10:30-11:30 
£10 per month    Ages 10 and up…
Just appear!

Yoga  Mondays  7:30-9:00pm
hayley_lennard@hotmail.com

Pilates  Tuesdays 9:30-11:00am 
Kim Barresi  07918180392
kim.barresi@gmail.com

Beckley Bells  Tuesdays 2:00-4:15pm
Liz Bixby lizbixby@me.com

Sr. Circuits Wednesdays 8:30-9:30am  
£36 per month,  £10 per session
Carl Davis 01865920460
carl@over60exercise.com
Art Group  Fridays 9:30am - 12:30
Liz Bixby  lizbixby@me.com
New: Saturdays Monthly:  Oxford 
Weavers, Dyers, Spinners Guild 

mailto:mills_geoffrey@ymail.com
mailto:annhenman@gmail.com


LETTER FROM AIMEE  
We had a wonderful summer.  The Abingdon 
Arms, helped by the sun shining and making us 
all feel like we live on the Mediterranean.  
Beckfest was a huge success and was enjoyed 
by so many local and not so local people.  
Thank you to everyone who supported the 
event and for everyone's generosity - we raised 
over £400 towards Maeve's Magical Journey 
which is our good cause to help little 4-year-
old Maeve try and fund an operation to help 
her live with cerebal palsy. 
The unveiling of the blue plaque 
commemorating The Abingdon Arms 
association with Evelyn Waugh.  The occasion 
was held in July and was a huge success and 
enjoyed by all.  Chef Joe's four course feast 
was delicious and a big thank you to Tony 
Strong, Adrian Pennink and Mike Hobbs for all 
their hard work in orchestrating the approval of 
the blue plaque and ensuring that the evening 
was such a success. 
Watch out on Facebook, Instagram and our 
website for some exciting upcoming events to 
start in the autumn to include a steak night, 
meat raffles, amongst other things. 
As always, thank you all for your continued 
support . Without the backing of the 
community, the pub would not be the success it 
is.                            Love Aimee  

VOLUNTEERING GRANTS 
AVAILABLE  BUT NOT FOR  
LONG 
Volunteering grants worth a total of £25,000 
are still available  to groups in South 
Oxfordshire, but time is running out to apply. 
The money is earmarked for community 
groups who have difficulties recruiting 
volunteers for financial reasons. The grant 
scheme was prompted by voluntary groups 
telling South Oxfordshire District Council that 
one of the biggest obstacles they face when 
trying to attract volunteers is finding money to 
meet training, transport and insurance costs. 

In August the council launched a pilot 
volunteering grant scheme with a total of 
£25,000 to help voluntary and community 
groups find the volunteers they need. 

Cllr Lynn Lloyd, cabinet member for 
community services for South Oxfordshire 
District Council said: “Volunteers are the 
lifeblood of any community group – we know 
there are lots of people out there who want to 
help out in their local community, but 
sometimes the costs can be a barrier. We want 
to do everything we can to open those doors 
and give our local groups and charities the lift 
they need to help them continue to build 
thriving communities.” 

To find out more about the grant, eligibility and 
how to apply please see southoxon.gov.uk/
volunteering.   Communications 
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse 
District Councils     01235 422400 
www.southoxon.gov.uk | @southoxon  
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk | @whitehorsedc 

150 CLUB  
150 Club funds raised in recent years will help 
towards the purchase of a film projector for the 
Village Hall.  Thank you to all who have 
worked to maintain the Club, and to all who 
contribute.    

Recent winners of 150 Draw are: 

July:     £30 - Sian & Adam Jeffrey;  
             £15 - Liz & Bob Bixby; 
             £10 - Maggie & David Faulkner    
           £    5 - Meg Barbour 

August:     £30 - Erica & Ian Cave;  
                 £15 - Chris Britton;  
                 £10 - Annie McQuillan;  
                 £  5 - Joan Ring 

September: £30 - Simon White;  
                   £15 - Sue & Chris Cox;  
                   £10 - Sarah & Steve Smith;  
                   £  5 - Jo & John Ovens 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/volunteering
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
http://twitter.com/southoxon
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/
http://twitter.com/whitehorsedc


Beckley & Area Community Benefit 
Society Ltd 

‘More than a Pub’ Programme at The 
Abingdon Arms 

Literary Programme 2018 -19 
‘Authors and poets of Beckley and the 

surrounding area’ + plus! 

•   07 October, 6.30-8.30pm:    Stanza 2 
Poetry Group  - ‘Change’.  Guest poet 
Joe Butler, ‘the Blacksmith-
Poet’ (https://www.blacksmith-
poet.co.uk/poet/).  Local poets are 
invited to read their own or others’ 
poems on the theme of change – sign 
up on the night. Curated by Dorothy 
Yamamoto. Free entry; bar snacks 
available. 

• 28 October, 7.00-8.30pm:    Ursula 
Buchan  -  ‘Rather more than 39 
steps: John Buchan at Elsfield and 
elsewhere’. Ursula’s biography of her 
grandfather will be published in April 
2019. Free entry; bar snacks available. 

• 11 November, 2.45-5.15pm:    ‘Peace 
Poetry on Armistice Day – 21st century 
visions of peace’. Featuring poets 
Jenny Lewis, Merryn Williams, Pat 
Winslow, Rip Bulkeley, Paul Surman, 
Eva Wal, Jalina Mhyana - each of 
whom will read a World War 1 poet 
then one or more of their own poems on 
the theme of peace. With music from 
Patrissia Cuberos and artwork by Tim 
King.  Curated by Louise Larchbourne.  
Please note this meeting will be held in 
Beckley Village Hall, with snacks and 
bar provided by The Abingdon Arms. 
Donations and  raffle in aid of Peace 
Direct – www.peacedirect.org     Entry 
charge £5 – advance reservations from 
louiselarchbourne@fastmail.co.uk   

• 25 November, 7.00-8.30pm:   Dr 
Franziska Kohlt (Oxford University / 
Editor of The Lewis Carroll Review) – 
‘Lewis Carroll’ 

• 27 January 2019, 7.00-8.30pm:  Dr 
Tara Stubbs (Oxford University) – ‘W 
B Yeats’ 

• 24 March 2019, 7.00-8.30pm:  Mary 
Stuck, Robert Booth  -  ‘With Great 
Pleasure’: readings from poetry, prose, 
plays, biography, memoir. Curated by 
Joanna Matthews.  

Further information from BACBS website:  
bacbs.org/events  or  info@bacbs.org 

Editor’s Note:  Tony Strong’s discussion of 
his recent book Believe Me and the genre of 
Psychological thrillers on 2 September was 
fantastic.  Apologies for having to delay 
publication past this event.  Tony’s writes in 
this genre as J P Delaney.   

Monthly Events September-
November 2018  

1st Fridays   - COMMUNITY COFFEE 
MORNING  10-11:30am     (NOTE: IN 
NOVEMBER THIS WILL BE CHANGED 
TO THE 12TH, OR SECOND FRIDAY)) 

1st Tuesdays  - WOMEN OF BECKLEY 
LUNCH  12:30 Sarah Smith for reservations  
                           beckleysarah@gmail.com. 

1st Wednesdays  - MEN OF BECKLEY 
LUNCH  12:30  Steve Smith for reservations  
                            barkbeetles@gmail.com   

1st Wednesdays - PUB QUIZ   7:30pm 

1st Thursdays- 3:30 - 4:30 pm 
CHILDREN’S AFTER-SCHOOL 
ACTIVITY CAFE - sign up withAimee 
Butterfield  aimeebutts1@yahoo.co.uk  

3rd  Tuesdays - TABLE GAMES - 
2:30-4:30pm   

Saturday -Mornings …  COMMUNITY 
WALKS -     watch bulletin board at pub 

* Please check the bulletin board at the Pub 
for changes and additions.    

http://www.peacedirect.org
mailto:louiselarchbourne@fastmail.co.uk
mailto:info@bacbs.org
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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

I was pleased that Highways England has 
recognised the importance of Otmoor and has 
agreed that the proposed Expressway will not 
go through Otmoor. Well done to all of the 
local and community activists for their work 
over the past year – without such effort we 
might have had a different result. Other 
villages in Wheatley Division, unfortunately, 
are still under threat from the Expressway, so I 
will remain vigilant in representing residents’ 
concerns over the need for the road, and the 
effect such a road would have on our rural, 
Green Belt, environment. 

Oxfordshire County Council Cabinet voted on 
July 17th to support an investment proposal of 
£120m to be spent on infrastructure over the 
next ten years, including roads and schools. If 
accepted, the investment proposal could be 
included in next year’s budget and capital 
programme, which will be agreed by full 
council in February 2019.This is welcome 
money, and follows the increased investment 
this year of £10m for road repairs and other 
highway maintenance work to tackle the winter 
backlog of potholes. 

Also, a £40m investment will be made into 
upgrading more than 50,000 streetlights in 
Oxfordshire, following a decision by the 
cabinet on July 17. The council wants to 
accelerate its replacement of old streetlighting 
columns with modern and more energy 
efficient LED lighting. There are almost 60,000 
streetlights in Oxfordshire. Around 9,000 of 
these have already been upgraded to modern 
LED lighting in recent years. 

The £40.8m funding for the work will be 
borrowed by the council with the entire cost 
paid back within nine years from cheaper 
energy bills (£39m) and less of a requirement 
for maintenance (£1.8m),  both as a result of 
having more modern lighting. In addition to the 
saving and energy efficiency, residents will 
notice higher quality street lighting that is less 
likely to fail. 
  

OCC has welcomed a report written for the 
National Infrastructure Commission by 
Andrew Gilligan on improving cycling in 
Oxford, Milton Keynes and Cambridge. The 
report highlights the need to increase the 
number of journeys that are made by bike by 
improve cycling infrastructure and makes 
several recommendations for improving 
provision for cyclists, including new separated 
cycle tracks on main roads, new off-road routes 
and remodelled junctions to make them safer 
for cyclists and pedestrians. 
Gilligan estimates the total cost of full 
implementation of the recommendations in 
Oxfordshire at £150m, although the county 
council has stated that none of these measures 
currently has funding. Please do have a look at 
the report and feed into OCC what cycling 
improvements you would like to see in your 
area. 
County councillors voted at July full council to 
phase out single-use plastic cups, stirrers and 
straws from all county council premises. The 
county council’s Cabinet will work on a 
realistic timeframe for this to be implemented 
at the council. A recent public consultation 
highlighted the confusion among residents 
about which types of plastics can be recycled 
and that residents would like more information 
on this topic. All six Oxfordshire councils are 
currently considering plans for an information 
campaign to improve the public’s knowledge 
of plastic recycling. 
At September Council we voted for a motion 
calling for the Leader of OCC to write to the 
Minister for the Environment, the Chief 
Executive of Thames Water and the Head of 
the Environment Agency, to demand increased 
protection for our rivers and streams against 
sewage and pollutants. There is great concern 
over the widely reported overuse of combined 
sewer overflows which should only discharge 
untreated sewage into our rivers in exceptional 
conditions. 
 Dr. Kirsten Johnson    County Councillor 
Wheatley Division    07341271344 
Kirsten.Johnson@Oxfordshire.gov.uk 



A PLEA FOR HELP! 
Unfortunately, due to personal reasons, I find 
that I am unable to do my poppy selling this 
year.   
Is there any kind person out there who would 
be able to take over from me at the end of 
October? 
I find that it is one of the nicer jobs to do as 
people are pleased to see you and want to buy 
their poppies. 
If there is anyone who can help please ‘phone 
me on 351259.  Thank you SO much. 
Liz Reis 
Elizabeth Reis 
lizreis100@gmail.com 

BECKLEY BOOK GROUP 
The Beckley Book Group continues to thrive, 
covering a wide variety of fiction and non-
fiction. We take pride in not just discussing the 
current popular writers, but enjoy reading 
occasionally quite obscure writers, such as 
Frederick Rea, a Victorian schoolmaster from 
Birmingham, who wrote an evocative account 
of teaching in a school on the island of South 
Uist. Foreign writers also feature on our list: 
we have read books by French, German, 
Spanish, Mexican, Japanese, Indian and 
African writers. Indeed up for discussion at our 
next meeting is a South African novel. All are 
welcome to join us, whether you live in 
Beckley or not. I will now be handing over  
stewardship of the Book Group to Helen 
Stradling and Lin Croft, but do feel free to  
contact me on 
christop.britton@btopenworld.com (01865 
351223) if you are interested in joining us. We 
keep rules to a minimum and do not expect any 
kind of 'presentations' from members, and 
certainly don't subject newcomers to any kind 
of testing! Our next meeting is at Old Manor 
House, High Street, Beckley OX3 9UU at 
8.00pm on Friday 21st September. The books 
to be discussed are Val McDermid's Edinburgh 
thriller The Skeleton Road and Damon Galgut's 
The Good Doctor.  Chris Britton 
christop.britton@btopenworld.com 

Benefit for Saving Otmoor from 
the Proposed Expressway 

Save Otmoor
       An Evening with Peggy Seeger

 Saturday 13 October 
St Mary’s Church, Beckley

Church Street  Beckley
OX3 9UT

Doors open 7.30. Event starts 8:00 and 
finishes 9.30 

Intermission 8.45-9.15.
Tickets £10 pre-sale advised

annhenman@gmail.com
drmaeve@hotmail.com

BECKLEY ART BOX 
Was it coincidence, or was it prophetic? The 
Beckley School children’s lovely ‘Save 
Otmoor’ posters, featuring a wonderful range 
of birds, animals and other delights, were 
removed from the Art Box just a day or two 
before the Government’s announcement of the 
preferred Expressway route. And this excludes 
Otmoor! Clearly, the kids’ posters having 
followed the excellent ‘Save Otmoor’ display 
by Maeve Bayton and Steve de Vere, the 
people’s art contributed to the success of the 
campaign. 
The children’s artwork was removed so that 
Dave Drew could re-paint the old telephone 
box which is our Art Box, and it now looks so 
much better. Fit for the next few years. Many 
thanks to Dave! 
The next display is in preparation, a surprise 
perhaps. If anyone or any local group would 
like to exhibit their paintings, drawings, 
sculpture, photos or other installation, please 
contact Mike Hobbs: 
mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 

mailto:lizreis100@gmail.com
mailto:christop.britton@btopenworld.com
mailto:christop.britton@btopenworld.com
mailto:annhenman@gmail.com
mailto:mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com


 
BECKLEY COMMUNITY 
ORCHARD 

Dear Beckley Villager, 

We are nearing the end of one of the hottest 
summers we have experienced for many a year. 
It has been a challenge to ensure that all of our 
trees survive, but a number of us have spent 
many ‘happy’ hours labouring in the sun and I 
am pleased to share with you that all have 
survived and continue to thrive. 

One of our major aims has been to increase the 
number of wild flowers and to this end we did 
not mow much of the grass until the flowers 
had seeded. In early August John Ovens  
‘topped’ the grass and the following Saturday a 
number of friends joined us in raking as soon 
as the grass had dried. 

It is so pleasing to hear from a number of 
villagers that they regularly visit our 
community orchard to enjoy the quiet. One 
lady told me that she enjoys sitting on a bench 
and reading. Apart from the trees we have our 
‘bug hotel’ and there has been a proliferation of 
butterflies and dragonflies. To date we have not 
seen an occupation of the bird boxes, but 
hopefully next year will encourage some birds 
to use them for breeding. Last, but not least, we 
have our own bee hives. 

You will be aware that we hold monthly 
‘orchard maintenance’ parties on the first 
Saturday of the month. We have a hardcore of 
helpers but I fear that some of you think that it 
entails heavy labouring. I assure you that this is 
not the case and that there are jobs for all, 
including children, which helps us to maintain 

what after all is a community orchard for the 
benefit of all. We hope that you will be able to 
join us at some date in the future. 

For those who have not been able to visit 
recently we have two new boards to highlight 
where each of the trees are positioned. One is 
near the entrance and the other is in the shelter.  
The excellent carpentry has been produced by 
John Fisher and the coloured illustrations by 
Julie Ross. We are considering a number of 
proposals to use the illustration on postcards or 
tea towels which could be used as Christmas 
gifts. If you have any other ideas please let me 
know. 

For those of you who are new to Beckley 
Village our annual subscription to   become a 
Friend of Beckley Orchard is £10 per 
household.  Please take the time to visit our 
orchard in Otmoor Lane and hopefully you will 
wish to join us. 
Best wishes 
Colin Day (Chairman) 
beckleyday@btinternet.com 
01865 351581 

JENNIFER ROSEMARY BAKER  
A service to celebrate the life of Jennifer 
Rosemary Baker was held on the 11th of July 
in our village church, with Jenny’s  husband 
John delivering a eulogy telling of her love of  
music, scouting, teaching, and family.  Our 
prayers and sympathy go out to John and their 
extended family.  Internment was in the church 
yard.   

DECEMBER CHRISTMAS DINNER 
A Christmas Dinner in the pub for the 
community is being planned once again for 
December.  Details to follow.  Judy Bushrod 
will be taking reservations. 

BURNS NIGHT 2019 
There is a strong possibility there will 
be another Burns Night on a Saturday in 
late January.  Details to follow…. 

mailto:beckleyday@btinternet.com


IN MEMORY OF MARY 
GREATHOUSE -  

       THE GOOD OLD DAYS 
We met, we married a long time ago. 
He worked for long hours; wages were low. 
No telly, no radio, no bath; times were hard. 
Just a cold water tap and a walk up the road. 
No holidays abroad, no carpets on floors. 
Had coal on the fire, never locked the doors. 
Our children arrived -no pill in those days 
And we brought them up without State aid. 
No valium, no drugs, no LSD. 
We cured our pains with a good cup of tea. 
If you were sick you were treated at once, ‘ 
Not fill in a form; come back next month. 
No vandals, no muggings; was nothing to rob. 
In fact, you were rich with a couple of bob. 
People were happy in those far-off days, 
Kinder and caring in so many ways. 
Milkmen, paper boys would whistle and sing,  
and a night at the flicks was a wonderful thing. 
Oh we had our share of troubles and strife, 
but we had to face, for that was life. 
Now I’m alone and look back through the 
years. 
And don’t think of the bad times, troubles, or 
tears. 
I remember the blessings, our home, and our 
love. 
We shared them together, and I thank God 
above. 
Read at Mary’s funeral  August 2018      
Mary attributed it to her mother, who had left 
school at 14!.  Both Mary and her mother were 
publicans in The Abingdon Arms along with 
their husbands.    

ON THE LOOK-OUT FOR: 
People interested in further researching of 
Beckley/Stowood’s history.  Please let the 
editor know if you are interested in pursuing 
this over the winter  or if you have material 
you think should be included in the history.    
Ann Henman    annhenman@gmail.com 

BECKLEY CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
NEWS 
Summer Improvements 
The main entrance has undergone significant 
redevelopment work during the summer, with 
enhanced safeguarding features, better 
accessibility including the installation of a new 
double door and a fresh new look overall.  
Tufted Duck classroom has been redecorated 
and now includes a stunning giraffe mural 
painted by Ellen Brown.  Finally, the serving 
hatch in the hall has been fully refurbished, 
with a matching menu and information board 
on the neighbouring wall.   

Open Morning Friday 5 October 
You are warmly invited to our open morning 
Friday 5 October between 9 and 11am.  The 
Headteacher, staff, governors and children will 
be on hand to answer any questions you may 
have - and there will be the opportunity to 
enjoy a coffee and cake in aid of MacMillan 
Cancer Support.  We look forward to seeing 
you! 

Book Week 1-5 October 
Children are invited to dress up as a book 
character on 1 October.  The week will end 
with the Open Coffee morning on the 5th.   

CALENDAR 
Half Term 22-26 October    

Inset Day 29 October school closed   

30 October  Children back to school. 

16 November   Children in Need Day 
Wear spots for a £1 suggested donation. 

      Mark Szortowski Headteacher 
         office @beckleyschool.com 



!  

 

BECKLEY BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS NIGHT 

SATURDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 2018 
GATES OPEN FROM 6.00 PM 

BONFIRE STARTS AT 6.30 PM 

FIREWORKS BEGIN AT 7.00 PM 

PARKING ON PLAYING FIELD 

FOOD AND DRINKS AVAILABLE IN VILLAGE HALL 

ENTRY FEE - £5 for adults and children over four years 

 


