
NEWS FROM THE PARISH 
COUNCIL      May 2014

The Parish Council met on 10 March, 3 April 
and 1 May.

SCHOOL CAR PARKING SAFETY 
• PLEASE EVERYONE PARK WITH 

CARE  AND DON’T PARK ON THE 
ROAD JUNCTIONS

• REMEMBER -  Bal and Khuldeep 
kindly offer free parking in the 
Abingdon Arms car park at the 
beginning and end of the school day

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council  
(ORCC) has contacted the Parish Council 
about the possibility of a piece of land in 
Beckley becoming available for affordable 
housing (a ‘rural exception site’ which would 
not otherwise be available for housing 
development).

This is a welcome opportunity to think about 
how to widen the demographic of the village 
and encourage greater diversity.  At this 
preliminary stage, the Parish Council is 
considering whether to distribute a Housing 
Needs questionnaire drafted by ORCC.

SODC COUNCILLOR COMMUNITY 
BUDGET GRANT  
This is the grant which Cllr Anne Purse was 
able to allocate to the village, to be used to 
renovate the village notice boards, and replace 
the rotten football goal posts.  The notice 
boards will be done by the village Open Day.  

The Parish Council would welcome advice 
from footballers in the village regarding how to 
choose goal posts – please contact Sue Cox if 
this is something you know about.

THE PHONE BOX
The old telephone box is being transformed for 
its new life as the Beckley Art Box!!!  Many 
thanks to Tesco Maintenance who kindly 
donated the red paint.  Dave Drew has done the 
cleaning and painting. Mike Hobbs and Becky 
Paton are working hard with the Arts co-
ordinator and the children at Beckley school to 
create mosaics for the Box, to be ready for the 
official opening during the Open Garden day 
on the 22 June.

THE PLAYING FIELD
The Playground: the fence and gate will be 
repaired shortly, and quotes are being sought to 
replenish the ‘cushion fall’ chippings under the 
zip wire. 
Bonfire night: thanks to Chris Cox for burying 
the bonfire ash.  There is ongoing discussion 
about how best to manage the bonfire debris so 
it can be cleared sooner next year.   
Moles:  The Parish Council is reviewing ways 
to keep the playing field free of moles.

The Annual Open Parish Meeting will be 
Thursday 10 July 2014 at 8.00 pm at 
Beckley Village Hall. 

The Beckley Village Hall Management 
Committee AGM will meet first at 7.30.  
followed by the Parish Council.   

Parish Council news continued page 2

The Beckley Newsletter     
News Views and Comment from 
around the Parish

Summer 2014 
Produced under the auspices of the Beckley and Stowood Parish Council
Any comments or opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Council



AUTOMATED EXTERNAL 
DEFIBRILLATOR
A paramedic from the South Central 
Ambulance Service will attend the June Parish 
Council meeting to discuss the installation of a 
defibrillator in the village.

BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL NEW BUILD 
See report page 3.

DOG OWNERS
Do please have poo bags in your pocket so you 
can always clear up after your dog.  Bags can 
be disposed of in the poo bin by the village 
hall, in any public rubbish bin, or in the black 
landfill wheelie bins. 

THE VILLAGE WEBSITE:   
www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk 

CORRESPONDENCE
Parish Clerk Sue Cox’s telephone is 01865 
351415, email address for all Parish Council 
business is: clerk@beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk      Clare Marsh, May 2014

THANK YOU FROM POSTMAN 
GLEN
To all my friends in Beckley,

I would like to say a big Thank You for 
welcoming me into your village.  It’s been my 
pleasure being your postman for the last 11 
years, getting to know you all and watching 
your children growing up, must not forget all 
of your dogs I’ve met over those years.  I am 
overwhelmed with the generosity you have 
shown me over those years and in my last 
week.
Thank you very much and my best wishes to 
you all. Glen   Gpdavies53@hotmail.com
  
BECKLEY BOOK GROUP
We enjoyed a wide ranging discussion recently 
regarding The Infatuations with a variety of 
views aired.  Our next meeting is arranged for 
8 p.m. on Friday, 18th July at Mary and 
Michael Worthington’s house, The Gables, 
Otmoor Lane.  A warm welcome awaits all 

villagers who are interested in joining us when 
we’ll be voicing our (probably disparate) 
opinions on both Night Waking by Sarah Moss 
and also Arnold Bennett’s, The Old Wives'Tale.  
Why not come along and take part in our very 
sociable gatherings?

Further information from: Sue Cloke 358 881 
or email: tcloke@waitrose.com

BECKLEY BELLS
Have you ever tried ringing handbells? 
The Beckley group of ringers are looking for 
new people to join them. We meet to practice 
each Tuesday afternoon between 2.30 and 4pm. 
in Beckley village hall. The range and type of 
music we are learning is varied and we hope to 
be able to entertain groups of local care home 
residents later in the year and to develop a 
Christmas repertoire. Previous knowledge of 
ringing is not required, neither is being able to 
read music, although this can help. If you are at 
all interested please drop in during our 
practice, or speak to Barbara Rose  351 376

This summer, the brand new Maggie’s Centre 
will open at the Churchill Hospital in Oxford, 
offering anyone with any type of cancer and 
their families and friends, the practical, 
emotional and social support that people with 
cancer need.
 
At such an exciting time, we are looking for 
new volunteers to join our Centre Support 
Team to help introduce as many people as 
possible to our new centre and show them the 
fantastic support Maggie’s can provide.
If you are sociable, confident and outgoing and 
willing to dedicate half a day a week to help 
Maggie’s, we would like to hear from you. For 
more information, please contact 
eleanor.green@maggiescentres.org or call 
07920 848825. For more information about 
Maggie’s, visit www.maggiescentres.org

http://www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk
http://www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Gpdavies53@hotmail.com
mailto:Gpdavies53@hotmail.com
mailto:tcloke@waitrose.com
mailto:tcloke@waitrose.com
mailto:eleanor.green@maggiescentres.org
mailto:eleanor.green@maggiescentres.org
http://www.maggiescentres.org/
http://www.maggiescentres.org/


BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL NEW 
BUILD

At the Open Meeting on April 10th Project 
Managers Paul Hurford and James Clarke of 
Baqus Construction Consultancy were 
introduced; also in attendance was Architect 
Chris Robinson of Aldington, Craig and 
Collinge. Paul indicated his satisfaction with 
project progress to date, discussed the next 
steps and indicated his belief that an excellent 
facility could be built within our fund raising 
aspirations.

Big Lottery Development Funding has enabled 
our professionals to evolve the design to 
balance budgetary constraints and concerns 
from some in the community regarding scale. 
Chris presented the updated scheme prepared 
for the final Big Lottery Stage 3 application 
due for submission on 19th June, for which 
SODC has now given approval. Capacity for a 
sit down event will increase from maximum 72 
to maximum 120. The foyer/meeting room will 
accommodate up to 24 at a smaller meeting, 
and the changing rooms will allow two teams 
of eleven plus a referee. The main hall will 
accommodate indoor mini-tennis and short mat 
bowls, and others under consideration such as 
new age curling. The car park will be increased 
to 35 spaces. If you have an interest in 
commenting on / engaging in any aspect of the 
interior fit-out of the new hall (e.g. the kitchen) 
please do contact the project team by using the 
email address below.

If Beckley is successful in its grant application 
Big Lottery will confirm this by 19th 
September. Our planned build period is during 
the first half of 2015, subject (we hope) to 
raising the final 10-15% of funds required from 
other granting bodies during the next 4-6 
months from now.

If you have any questions or thoughts 
regarding the project, please do send them to 
advisorygroupchairman@beckley-and-
stowood-pc.gov.uk or the Parish Council

David Scott 351607

OPEN DAY INFORMATION
Open Day will be on Sunday 22 June, 2-6pm. 
There will be 15 open gardens, an Art show in 
the courtyard of Grove House, a flower display  
in the church, a bouncy castle and other 
activities for children on the school playing-
field, teas at the school, and ice creams, and the 
RSPB will be bringing their display tent as 
they have done before. There will also be a 
display of vintage farm engines, a fair organ, 
and a raffle with some exciting prizes! 

We shall be most grateful for contributions for 
the various stalls. Please would you deliver as 
follows:

PLANTS to Susan Hunter-Pease at Manor 
Farm House, High Street (351 430) on the 
morning of 22 June. Please label the plants if 
possible.

CAKES FOR TEAS  to the School Hall on 22 
June from 12 noon onwards (Gina Robson 351 
637 or Fiona Singleton 358 253)

CAKES FOR THE CAKE STALL  to Suzie 
Coxhead, the Old Bakehouse, Church Street 
(351 171) on the morning of 22 June.

BOOKS and DVDs to the garage of the 
Walled Garden, High Street during the week 
before the event, or to Sue Cloke, Hornbeams, 
Woodperry Road (358 881)

BOTTLES FOR THE TOMBOLA to 
Elizabeth Gemmill, I Church Street (351 324) 
on the morning of  22 June.
ENTRY £5, children free. Payment at the car 
park in Cherry Close off New Inn Road, or at 
the lych-gate in front of the church.  

To people opening gardens or running stalls
Michael Worthington will provide you with 
cash floats where necessary, and appropriate 
signs. Takings will be collected during the 
afternoon and at the end of the event. Please 
keep a record of any expenses so that you can 
be reimbursed.

Phone Gina 351 637 or Michael 351 270 with 
any questions
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TWINNING - VISITORS FROM ST 
LOUANS
 
We are delighted that Beckley will be hosting 
12 visitors from St Louans over the weekend of 
the Open Gardens (20/21/22//23rd June). Many 
thanks to all those who have offered to host 
and who have contributed in other ways to the 
arrangements; we're sure our visitors will feel 
well looked after. On Sunday evening we are 
rounding off the visit with a sausage and mash/
leek and mushroom linguine supper at the 
Abingdon Arms at 7.00 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. If 
you would like to come along and join our 
visitors for supper, please let us know so we 
can confirm numbers with Bal and Khuldeep.
 
Are you interested in a visit to St Louans?

Beckley villagers have been invited to visit St 
Louans over the weekend of 6 - 7 September 
2014. 

During this weekend there will be the 
Randonees des Vignes which this year will be 
based around St Louans and organised by the 
Chinon Wine Syndicate. There will be an 8 km 
walk through the vineyards hosted by a guide. 
It will be possible to provide an English 
speaking guide who will probably be none 
other than the President of the Chinon Wine 
Syndicate. There will of course be stops on the 
walk to taste the wine and at several sites there 
will be food tents. Richard and Wendy Packer 
say that this is always a very jolly event, but 
the idea is to educate the public, not get them 
drunk! There will also be a similar event the 
same weekend in Bourgeuil, so the really 
passionate wine buffs could do both visits! 
There is more information on the website 
http://www.vvr-valseloire.fr/  Do let us know 
or speak to our visitors if you're interested.

Mary Ashdown 358 971     
Sue Roberts  07914 098124

BECKLEY CHURCH SUMMER 
                  CONCERTS
              Saturday 14 June at 7.30

This year we are celebrating the 25th concert 
since the series began in 2006 with a concert 
by two of the same performers who gave the 
first concert in May 2006:

Catherine Mackintosh (baroque violin)
Geoffrey Govier (fortepiano) and
Charles Daniels (tenor)

An all-Schubert programme of violin sonatas 
and lieder

Contact Mary Worthington (01865 351270) 
for more Information

Beckley & Stowood Parish  Council 
and Beckley C of E Primary School

        Beckley Art Box
          Grand Opening
      3pm Sunday 22 June

Beckley Parish Council has refurbished the 
unused public telephone box in High Street to 
create the Beckley Art Box. This will become a 
display space for local art work. 

The first exhibition, Telequarium, has been 
conceived by local artist Becky Paton and 
created by the children of Beckley Primary 
School under Becky's supervision.

The Beckley Art Box will be opened formally 
at 3pm on Sunday 22 June, on Beckley Open 
Day. Do come to see this beautiful and 
innovative inaugural art display. 
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	  Your	  Village	  Hall	  Needs	  You!

All being well, Beckley will have a new 
Village Hall in 2015 and the group of villagers 
responsible for running it would welcome new 
volunteers to join and provide additional 
support.  

The legal structure for the BVHMC (Beckley 
Village Hall Management Committee) is a 
charitable trust registered with the Charities 
Committee and with trustee members insured 
in respect of any liabilities that might be 
incurred as a trustee.  The very low level of 
insurance premium indicates the traditionally 
very low level of associated risk. 

However, the BVHMC has established a 
position of Friend which allows volunteers to 
the BVHMC to contribute but not formally as 
trustees.   Membership is a great way to get to 
know the village community as well as to 
contribute to a key village resource. 

 If anyone is interested but would like in the 
first instance to talk through what might be 
involved, then please contact the chair – Geoff 
Mills 351 171 or 
geoffrey.mills@sipgroup.com	  

THANK YOU
Mike Hobbs, Mary Ashdown, John and Helen 
Stradling would like to thank our neighbours 
and other Beckley residents for their generosity 
and kindness on the weekend of Jo’ and Jack’s 
wedding celebrations. Particular thanks to 
those who provided hay bales, accommodation, 
and camping facilities. We were gratified by 
the interest shown in the weekend’s events, and 
delighted that so many enjoyed the Saturday 
evening firework display. We can only 
apologise to those who (we have learned) had 
hoped, but in the event were unable to hear the 
preceding music in the form of a live jazz trio 
and an extended set by one of Birmingham’s 
best soul DJs! We trust that nobody was 
seriously disturbed by the music and other 
revelries. Jack, Jo and we greatly appreciate 
the support of the village.

BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL 150 CLUB

January Draw: 
£25  Lynn Drewitt   September Cottage
£10  Marion Weinstein   Old Manor House
£10  Ian Cave  Whistlers Cottage
  £5  Kate McMichael  Midsummer Cottage

February Draw:
£25  Flora Smith  Bark Beetles
£10  Patsy Simms  Smithy Cottage
£10  Mr & Mrs Brodetsky  Moorleys
  £5  Vivienne Rust  Lavender Cottage 

March Draw:
£25  Ann McQuillan  Hewell Barn
£10  Stradling Family  The Ridings
£10  Mr & Mrs Bennett  Beckley Court
  £5  Mrs Rwlinson  Cripps Cottage  

                 Pete Carter  351 351
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COMMUNITY ORCHARD 
WORKING PARTY WITH FARM 
ABILITY FOLLOWED BY 
BARBECUE LUNCH
Our 7 June working party was shared by 
students from Farm Ability 
www.farmability.org.  Contact Colin Day at 
351 582  beckleyday@btinternet.com  for 
future working dates and activities.    
 
IONA SERVICE
The Third Sunday of the month Beckley has an 
Iona Service at 6pm in St Mary’s Church.  This 
is a unique service combining the prayers and 
hymns of Iona with songs and rhythms of 
Africa and around the world.  Participants 
include people of all ages from Beckley and 
the surrounding villages.   All are welcome.    
The Editor

TRIP TO BORNEO AND 
MALAYSIA
Emma Cox and Jamie Carruthers are off for a 
month int Borneo and Malaysia 24 July to 25 
August.  They will be part of Wheatley Park 
School’s World Challenge Program and their 
activities will include jungle trekking, helping 
in a community project, and one week R&R at 
a site of their choice.  WE WILL 
DEFINITELY HEAR MORE ABOUT THEIR 
TRIP IN THE MONTHS TO COME.  BON 
VOYAGE, Emma and Jamie!

EDITOR’S NOTE 
The Beckley/Stowood Parish newsletter is 
scheduled to be published quarterly at the 
beginning of March, June, September, and 
December.  Deadline for the September issue 
will be the 10th of August.  Many thanks to all 
who contribute both in the writing, publishing, 
and distribution  Ann Henmen 351 492  
annhenman@gmail.com

BECKLEY INTEREST GROUP – 
Programme for 2014
Sixteen of the group enjoyed a very pleasant 
lunch at the Abingdon Arms on 28 March when 
we discussed a programme for 2014.
It is as follows with dates and names of those 
organising the events:
 
12 June – Thursday    Chastleton House – Ann 
Henman  351 492
 
21 July – Monday    West Wycombe Park – 
Gina Robson  351 637

 August – no event
 
12 September – Friday  Social Lunch Studley 
Wood Golf Club – Ann Day  351 581
 
7 October – Tuesday Talk by Richard Mayton-
White on Sailing around the World.  Beckley 
Village Hall 8pm    Barbara Rose 351 376
 
4 November – Tuesday  Talk by Liz Snelson 
‘A Personal Experience as a nurse serving in 
Iraq’  - Jan Weller 351 693
December – Monday lunchtime date to be 
arranged  Christmas meal at Brookes 
Restaurant – Liz Bixby 351 282
 
January – New Year Evening meal date to be 
arranged.
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GIGACLEAR
I came back from the States to find Gigaclear 
installing fibre optic cables up and down 
Church Street.  The team included three ex-
British army from Fiji!  Public meetings as to 
the best place to install your router, how to get 
the most from Wi-Fi, and what to do about 
telephone service have been held, but  home-
owners with further questions should call 
Gigaclear.     

Work is on schedule for the Otmoor ultrafast 
fibre broadband network.  The following are 
the roads we will be working in over the next 
few weeks:
Common Road- Completed 27th May
Horton Road - Commenced 27th May
Church Street - Commenced 2nd June
Roman Way - Commence 9th June
High Street - Commence 9th June
Otmoor Lane- Commence 9th June
Sand Lane - Commence 11th June
Middle Road closure - 7th July
New Inn Closure 12th July
Noke and Wood Eaton are complete.

Contractors will be starting in Stanton St. John 
during the week commencing 16 June, and 
Horton cum Studley shortly after that.
Dates will be published during the next week.

Customers who have requested Boxcom 
installations will start being called by Boxcom 
to schedule appointments shortly.
Self Install kits will ship once the network is 
live during July.   All works expected to be 
complete by the end of July.   Sarah Pullen 
<sarah.pullen@gigaclear.com>

AU REVOIR.................

The Village would like to wish a very fond 
farewell to Bal & Khuldeep, Amar and Akash 
and and thank them for the excellent 
hospitality shown to residents and visitors 
whilst they ran the Abingdon Arms.

CAR BOOT/TABLE-TOP SALE    

          SUNDAY, 13 JULY2014

                 1 pm – 4 pm

     BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL  

       RECREATION GROUND

    SELLERS SET UP 12 NOON

£8.00 if booked in advance, £10 on the 
day)

Light lunches served from 12 noon.  

Tel: PAT MOSS, 01865-358849 OR 
EMAIL: mossdurrant@totalise.co.uk
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SAVE THE DATE

Saturday	  4th	  October	  2014	  7.30	  pm

howdenjones	  in	  Concert

‘No	  halls	  barred'	  2014
	  'the	  beau4ful	  music	  in	  beau4ful	  places'	  Tour	  con4nues

At	  Beckley	  Village	  Hall	  

Kate	  and	  Paul	  	  are	  musicians	  who	  con5nue	  travelling	  all	  over	  the	  country	  playing	  at	  Village	  Halls	  and	  
Community	  Venues.	  With	  over	  70	  shows	  already	  booked	  this	  year	  they	  aim	  to	  visit	  100	  hall	  in	  2014	  with	  
their	  new	  project	  'No	  Halls	  Barred'.	  In	  the	  past	  3	  years	  they	  created	  their	  ‘beau5ful	  music	  in	  beau5ful	  

places’	  Tour,	  and	  have	  been	  sharing	  their	  music	  and	  stories,	  oOen	  mee5ng	  friendly	  and	  fascina5ng	  people	  
and	  visi5ng	  some	  wonderful,	  unusual	  venues	  in	  some5mes	  remote	  and	  always	  beau5ful	  areas	  along	  the	  

way.	  They	  write	  about	  life	  and	  their	  observa5ons	  of	  it,	  oOen	  poignant,	  some5mes	  humorous,	  and	  gathering	  
new	  material	  as	  they	  travel,	  cap5vate	  an	  audience	  in	  a	  unique	  in5mate	  atmosphere.	  Their	  show	  has	  been	  
described	  as,	  ‘relaxed	  and	  enchan5ng’	  and	  ‘an	  absolute	  delight’,	  ‘their	  joy,	  talent	  and	  good	  humour	  were	  

infec5ous’.	  ‘music	  for	  all	  ages’.

With	  a	  variety	  of	  instruments	  including,	  guitar,	  fiddle,	  mandolin,	  bodhran	  and	  banjo,	  superb	  harmonies	  and	  
great	  musicianship,	  howdenjones	  will	  promise	  to	  give	  you	  a	  foot	  tapping	  and	  thought	  provoking	  evening	  
with	  plenty	  of	  smiles!	  You	  can	  hear	  examples	  of	  howdenjones	  music	  by	  visi5ng	  www.howdenjones.co.uk

“…Wonderful	  songs,	  gentle	  anecdotes	  and	  delicious	  leg-‐pulling

..a	  gem	  of	  an	  evening!”	  	  	  Quarndon	  Village	  Hall,	  Derbyshire.

“…HearNelt	  songs	  rooted	  in	  a	  love	  for	  people,	  places	  and	  nature…”	  

Staveley	  Roundhouse	  Theatre.	  Cumbria.
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