
The Beckley 
Newsletter                     
News Views and Comment from              
around the Parish                                                          

Summer 2015   
Produced under the auspices of the Beckley and Stowood Parish Council 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
N E W S F R O M T H E PA R I S H 
COUNCIL MAY 2015 
The Village Hall 
Analysis of the six tenders received for the build of 
our new hall showed a spread of £130,000.  A re-
tender process was carried out with the two lowest 
to achieve the best value for money, whilst the 
storage area was increased by 70%.  Kingerlee Ltd 
and Stepnell Ltd, two high quality companies, were 
both highly competitive on cost.  After considering 
wider attributes it was felt by Baqus and AC&C that 
Kingerlee Ltd offered the best overall proposal at 
just under £800,000.  Baqus’ report on the tender 
process was considered by the new build Advisory 
Group, and their recommendation was implemented 
by the Parish Council in agreeing to appoint 
Kingerlee Ltd to build the new hall.  

Additional grants will be sought to cover a funding 
shortfall.  If required, the Parish Council has agreed 
to take a loan to be serviced within the existing 
precept and with no increase to Council Tax. The 
appointment of Kingerlee Ltd and the potential need 
for borrowing were discussed at the Open Meeting 
on Monday 18 May, and both items received 
overwhelming support to proceed. It is hoped that 
building work will commence in July, and that the 
new hall will be open in early Spring 2016. 

Parish Council 
Cllr Clare Marsh retired after ‘five fantastic years’ 
on the Parish Council.  The Chairman and members 
of the Parish Council would like to thank her for all 
she has done during her time on the PC. 

The other members of the Parish Council stood for 
re-election, uncontested. At the May Parish Council 
meeting David Scott was elected as Chairman, 
Michael Soanes as Vice Chairman, Chris Cox and 
Vivienne Rust as council members.  Ginette Camps-
Walsh was co-opted onto the Parish Council.  Sue 
Cox remains as Parish Clerk - clerk@beckley-and-
stowood-pc.gov.uk 

ELECTIONS 
District Council 
Three Beckley residents stood as candidates for the 
Forest Hill and Holton ward in the South 
Oxfordshire District Council elections –  
Candidate    Party 
             Votes        Percentage 
Paddy Bullard, Church Street   Labour 
   355            17.32 
Anne Purse, Otmoor Lane  Liberal Democrats  
               793            38.68 
John Walsh, Stowood   Conservative 
               902            44 
John Walsh was duly elected as District Councillor 
and was welcomed at the May Parish Council 
meeting. 

Cllr Anne Purse has been the District Councillor for 
Beckley for over 20 years.  During this time she has 
worked very hard and contributed significantly to 
Beckley and supported the villagers in her ward.  
The Parish Council, on behalf of the whole 
community, would like to express their considerable 
thanks for her long and dedicated service to the 
village.  Anne continues to serve as the County 
Councillor for Wheatley Division, which includes 
Beckley and was elected as its Chairman in May 
2014.  

SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE LOCAL PLAN 
2031 – Wick Farm Development 
One of the options suggested in this Refined 
Options consultation document plan was to build 
some of the estimated ‘unmet need’ from Oxford 
City of 3,000 new houses on the Green Belt at Wick 
Farm. Cllrs Rust and Purse attended the meeting 
with representatives from Stanton St John, Forest 
Hill and Horton cum Studley.  Wick Farm is one 
option in the Oxford growth plan and any changes 
at Bayswater Road and Wick Farm would impact on 
Beckley.  A response was sent to SODC by the 
Parish Council, and the Chairman also encouraged 
villagers to respond personally.      (continued p.2) 
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OPEN PARISH MEETING 
This will take place on Tuesday 9 June at 8 p.m. in 
the village hall. 

VILLAGE WEBSITE:   www.beckley-and-
stowood-pc.gov.uk   Parish Clerk Sue Cox’s tel is 
01865 351 415.   Email address for all Parish Council 
business is: clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk 

PARISH COUNSELORS: 
Ginette Camps-Walsh tel 351 762 
Chris Cox  tel. 351 415  
David Scott  tel. 351 607  
Michael Soanes  tel. 351 246  
Vivienne Spurge   tel. 351 746 
(Mobile phone numbers and email addresses are 
on the village website www.beckley-and-
stowood-pc.gov.uk) 

OUR NEW COUNCILLORS   
John Walsh – Councillor for Forest Hill and 
Holton Ward on South Oxfordshire District 
Council 
Originally from Princes Risborough in Bucks, John 
qualified as a chartered accountant and worked for 
international engineering and electronics companies.  
He and his wife Ginette moved to Beckley 26 years ago 
and he has worked for Oxford University Press in the 
centre of Oxford for 20 years. 
John uses his accounting skills to assist a number of 
voluntary and charitable organisations including being a 
governor of Wheatley Park School and Treasurer of 
Beckley Village Hall. He enjoys playing cricket, 
renovating his house, gardening and exercising his dog, 
Involved in politics since a teenager, John has chaired 
Henley Constituency Conservative Party and the county 
grouping.  He has also campaigned locally and spoken 
at planning committees against the reopening of 
Woodeaton Quarry, and a serious local planning issue in 
Stanton St John and campaigned against a solar park in 
Beckley which would have destroyed the Green Belt. 
“I want to be a strong voice for villagers and listen to 
their concerns and priorities.   I will use my skills to 
further improve good service delivery and efficiency 
and to preserve the Green Belt and the individuality of 
the villages. We are approaching a critical phase in the 
planning process as the council decides how many 
houses to build and where to build them.” 
               Contact Details  0786 0786 470   
        E-mail John.Walsh@southoxon.gov.uk 

Ginette Camps-Walsh Beckley and Stowood Parish 
Council – May 2015 
Ginette was brought up in South Bucks and moved to 
Beckley with her husband John 26 years ago.  Her 
background was in R&D in medical diagnostics for 
Amersham International and then in marketing and 
general management. She ran several UK subsidiaries 

for specialist international medical companies and has 
also worked in the NHS and other health sectors.  She 
now runs her own strategic consultancy offering 
marketing and business planning to all medical and 
healthcare sectors. 
She also holds a number of voluntary positions - as a 
member of a Clinical Reference Group for NHS 
England for specialist interventional radiology 
procedures and of the Lancet Liver Commission.  She is 
on the management committee of the Medical 
Technology Group, a coalition of patient groups and 
medical technology companies whose aim is improve 
patient access to medical technologies to improve 
outcomes.  She founded and runs a patient support 
group for women’s health, FEmISA. In the past she was 
a member of Patient Forum for Oxford PCT and Oxford 
Ambulance Trust. 
With her husband John she has been involved in several 
local campaigns against the re-opening of Woodeaton 
Quarry, a serious local planning issue in Stanton St 
John and campaigned against a solar park in Beckley, 
which would have destroyed the Green Belt. She enjoys 
swimming, gardening, walking and dancing and was a 
past chairman of Beckley Tennis Club.  She looks 
forward to making a contribution to Beckley and 
Stowood Parish Council.  

BECKLEY BELLS 
The Bells Group travelled to Headington on 17 March 
to give their first concert of the year to the residents of 
St Andrews Care Home at the request of Nurse and 
Beckley resident, Debbie Burt.  

We played nine pieces ranging from Purcell's 'Trumpet 
Tune', 'Largo' by Handel, through to some well known 
Gilbert & Sullivan music.  Our efforts were amply 
rewarded by tea and delicious lemon drizzle cake! 

The Bells Group is always looking for new members to 
join us. Under the baton of Jill Meyjes, we currently 
rehearse in the Village Hall on Tuesdays in term time 
from 2.30 to 4.00 pm.  If you have recently moved to 
Beckley, not long retired and looking for a new interest 
or indeed, just find you have some spare time, do 
consider joining us. It does help if you're familiar with 
some of the rudiments of music, but it's not absolutely 
essential.  

For further information, please contact our Chairman,  
Barbara Rose 351376 barbara.rose1@hotmail.co.uk 

TWINNING 
There are no 'formal' twinning exchanges arranged as 
yet for this year, though some Beckley residents will 
visit friends in St Louans. If anyone would like to 
arrange a group visit, or to host visitors from St Louans, 
please contact:  mary.ashdown@btinternet.com 
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BECKLEY INTEREST GROUP   (BIG)  
RECAP OF SPRING PROGRAMMES 
The Mill  4 March   A wonderful morning was spent 
touring the Wessex Flour Mill at Wantage, followed by 
a pub lunch. Many thanks to Liz Bixby for organising.    

Foundling Hospital  24 March  After meeting at 
the Park and Ride for the ride into London, we made 
our way (armed with our OAP bus passes) to The 
Foundling Hospital Museum, where we had a fantastic 
tour with John Caldicott, who had previously given two 
talks to our group on his history with the Hospital.  
Other amenities were delicious catering, art work, the 
the buildings themselves, the history and the plans for 
the future. Many thanks to Jan Weller for organising.   
RSC Stratford  20 April  Twenty-two of us (44 
feet and 7 wheels(!)) met at the Box Office RSC 
Stratford on a bright sunny day – with some 
enterprising members having already run up and 
down the 38 metre tower for a wonderful view of the 
town and river Avon. 
Two highly efficient guides took turns to introduce 
us to the site, and its history. This included the 
burning down of the old 1879 memorial theatre on 6 

March 1926. The ‘new’ Royal Shakespeare Theatre 
opened in 1932 with art deco features and over 
1,400 seats, but some had poor visibility of the stage 
27 metres away behind the proscenium arch. This 
theatre was therefore in turn renovated, reopening in 
2010 with a thrust stage around three sides of which 
are 1,040 seats, all with excellent visibility and none 
more than 15 metres from the stage.   

We were introduced to the two vom (from the Latin 
verb vomere, to spew forth!), raised pathways along 
which the actors can enter and leave the stage 
quickly.  Then backstage to see the quick change 
areas, and wings at the sides of the theatre where 
props, and huge ‘flats’ or screens representing 
various backgrounds, are stored, before being 
needed or winched onto the stage. Various busy 
people dashed past on their way to a rehearsal going 
on next door in the Swan Theatre, visible on flat 
screens dotted around the corridors. 
Upstairs are the dressing rooms – all the same with 
views of the river; there are no ‘star’ rooms. The 
actors usually put on their own make-up unless 
needing extra help. The costumes and wigs are 
mostly made on-site and re-used as much as 
possible, being hand-made from beautiful fabrics 
and real human hair respectively. Altogether 750 
people work in supporting roles behind the scenes. 
The price of the tickets began to seem reasonable 
considering all the hard work and effort going into 
any one show. 
We then resuscitated ourselves with cream teas 
overlooking the river, before those who had not 
made it up the tower earlier felt the need to 

demonstrate their fitness and see the fabulous all 
round views of five counties. The people who used 
the stairs were rewarded with wonderful pictures of 
stars over the years in various famous roles, 
including Judi Dench as Ophelia in Hamlet, and 
Richard Tennant as Richard II. Reuniting by some of 
the sumptuous costumes on show we set off back for 
Beckley, excepting the intrepid (and canny) few who 
had got seats for the evening show. Helen Stradling 

!  

!  
               RSC STRATFORD 

Headington Quarry 6 May   A fantastic (but 
bracing) time was had by all who participated in the 
tour of Headington Quarry led by Mike Stranks of BBC 
Oxford, followed by lunch at The Six Bells.  Organizer 
was Ann Henman 

BIG PROGRAMME FOR SUMMER 2015 TBA 

Beckley Interest Group is open to all villagers, there is 
no membership.  If you would like advance notice of 
the programme by email please contact 

           Liz Bixby on 351 282 or lizbixby@me.com   

mailto:lizbixby@me.com


BECKLEY NETWORK 
       Good Neighbour Scheme - a reminder 
         For all residents Beckley and Stowood. 

If you need a helping hand with transport, shopping etc, or 
someone to visit you, phone  07503 639 264 and leave a 
message with your name and phone number. We will call you 
back the same day and fix up a volunteer to help you.  
                                  Gina Robson  351 637 

MEN OF BECKLEY  (MOB) 
All men of Beckley are invited to meet on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 12.30pm  at the Abingdon 
Arms.   

BECKLEY ART BOX 
Be sure to keep alert while walking past the old 
telephone box on High Street as it will be the site of a 
series of displays by the Beckley Art Group over the 
next few months.  Currently on display are several 
works by local artists.  If any local residents would 
like to make suggestions or (even better) offers for 
future exhibitions, please email 
mike.hobbs@btinternet.com 

BECKLEY ART GROUP 
The Beckley Art Group meets on Friday mornings at a 
site to be arranged. .  Contact Liz Bixby for further 
information.    Liz Bixby on 351 282 or 
lizbixby@me.com 

OXORDSHIRE HISTORIC 
CHURCHES TRUST RIDE AND 
STRIDE 
The Ride and Stride is an annual sponsored bike 
ride and walk for all the family, that raises funds for 
historic churches of all denominations.  People walk 
or cycle (or horse-ride!) between churches. It’s fun 
and interesting, and the money raised helps to 
preserve some of Oxfordshire’s 650 churches 
chapels and meeting-houses that are at risk of 
falling into disrepair. 
This year it will take place on Saturday 12 
September. Do think about finding some sponsors 
and taking part! The money you raise will be 
divided equally between the OHCT and our own 
church (or the church you choose). If you cannot 
manage 12 September, you can do it on another day.  

Watch for more information later, when sponsorship 
forms will be available. Have a look at the OHCT 
website: ohct.org.uk, or contact Gina Robson (tel 
351637, email: gina.robson@virgin.net)   

BECKLEY BOOK GROUP   
The Beckley Book Group meets every two 
months to read books selected at the previous 
meeting.  
On 12 June the object of discussion will be 
Elizabeth Gilbert's The Signature of All Things.  
The meeting starts at 8pm and will be at the 
Worthingtons' (The Gables, Otmoor Lane, 
Beckley).  As it is a long book we chose not to 
read a second one. This has had mostly good 
reviews, but, as ever, there have also been a few 
bad ones, so it will be interesting to see what 
we make of it!     Chris Britton  351 223     
christop.britton@btopenworld.com 

BECKLEY MOBILE LIBRARY 2015 
This is a wonderful service which arrives on our 
doorstep at the Abingdon Arms every other 
Thursday. I first discovered it 30 years ago when it 
was an ideal stop on the way home from Beckley 
School, where hungry children forgot about tea and 
falling out with friends and got stuck into fictional 
fantastical worlds.  

Now as a retired person I have discovered it again – 
the literary world on our doorstep but updated. 
Registering with the excellent Ben – our very 
helpful library driver/librarian, you can enrole with 
the Oxfordshire library service, receiving a bar-
coded library card and pin number. This allows you 
entry at home on-line, or in any Oxfordshire library/
mobile library, to any books on the county-wide 
system. These can be the latest Booker/ Mann/
Orange prize winner, factual books, children’s 
books, large print books, audio books or music. For 
£1 at the time of retrieving the book(s) from the 
mobile library – or indeed any local library you 
choose, the book is wafted to that chosen point.  

Of course any book already on the mobile van can 
be yours for 4 weeks or longer for nothing. When 
your time is running out you will be notified by 
email so that you can renew on-line, or return as you 
wish. Any book can be returned to anywhere in the 
county system, regardless of where it was borrowed 
– it is a magical, highly efficient, and practical 
service. 

The mobile library service has just been reviewed 
and with a brief holiday after Thursday 11.6.2015 it 
will be returning on Thursday 16.7.15 from 3-4pm 
every fortnight. 

This is a fantastic service and one we need to 
cherish, and for the young ones and the oldies it 
means access on our doorsteps without needing to 
go beyond the village. Do use it or we risk losing it – 
and save on your petrol and car-parking fees! 
                                      Helen Stradling 
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THE 108 
Jason, the faithful driver of the 108 Oxford–Brill bus, 
should win the bus driver of the year award. He always 
has a smile and wave and battled through all the 
roadworks every day to get us to school and work on 
time. I will remember those cold, dark November days 
when it’s pouring with rain. But Jason always comes 
around the corner with a big smile on his face and chats 
to us about how horrible the day is.  

He helps people who need a bit of support to get off the 
bus and safely back into their homes, he makes 
unplanned stops to collect forgotten bags, drop school 
children right outside the school gates and he knows all 
the children’s names. The atmosphere on the bus is so 
friendly and it is because of the careful way he manages 
his bus whilst also taking time for his passengers. 

We appreciate him so much that a party was held for 
him and his family at Christmas in the village hall to 
say a big ‘Thank you’. Jason is someone who works  
tirelessly day in and day out to make our lives better 
with very little recognition or acknowledgement. We are 
 so lucky to have the 108 linking us to the city and even 
luckier to have such a super driver.     Eleanor Giles 

JASON 108 
Who needs Bond 007     

When there’s  Jason 108 
Arriving at your very gate  

Never late for any date. 

Going to school 
 Is now a ball 

For parents and kids alike 
It’s even better than on a bike. 

What would we do 
Without You 

 Jason Bourne 
Jason Statham 

 Jason 108 

After Beckley’s Got Talent 
It was Party-Time  

For 108 
To say how much  

We appreciate 
All your winning traits. 

Everyone was there 
And that just shows  

How Much We ALL  Care 
Annie Roberts 

               BECKLEY CHURCH 
             SUMMER CONCERTS 

                  Saturday 13 June at 7.30 

             A Family Concert by Serendipity 

     Chris Britton, flute and recorder 
                   Rey Lear, guitar 

                  Keith Fairbairn, percussion 

A welcome return by this popular group who will 
play an easy-listening and entertaining 
programme of light classics, Latin-American and 
Irish folk music, jazz and show tunes, featuring 
Serendipity’s unique combination of flutes, guitar 
and percussion. 

  Further information from Mary Worthington 
(01865 351270)  

BECKLEY COMMUNITY ORCHARD 
Our next working party on Saturday 6 June will be a big 

                      TREE PLANTING DAY 

                           TIME: 10.30AM 
                DATE: SATURDAY 6  JUNE 

We need as many friends as possible to help us and I 
would be grateful if you could mark your diaries! 

For those who do attend there will be cider and cakes 
for all. 
Many thanks for your continuing support. 
                  Colin Day 351 581 

UN-WELCOME NEW NEIGHBOURS 
No one talks about them, but we have had a war against  
clothes (carpet) moths.  In stores, and when I have 
specifically asked people, I have learned that they have 
become more prevalent in the last few years.  They 
collect under any furniture that is not regularly moved 
for vacuuming, and in corners and other out of the way 
places that might not regularly be cleaned.  Our current 
mode of attack is spraying (also kills any other insects 
that get in our house), brushing and vacuuming clothing 
before putting away, sachets in closets and drawers,  
hanging moth traps (not the most aesthetic items to 
adorn your walls), and trips to the tip.  We are trying not 
to have to re-carpet.   Other help or hints are always 
welcome.  And a warning to all:   Look for signs of 
invasion.  They are tiny - almost ‘no see-ums’. 
                              Your  Besieged Editor 



BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL 150 CLUB 
JANUARY Draw 
1st  £25  Hillary Darrah Rivendell Woodperry Rd 
2nd  £15 Mr&Mrs Cave Whistlers Cottage Common Rd 
3rd  £10 Chris Britton Rhulen High St 
FEBRUARY Draw 
1st  £25  Mr&Mrs Enjily  Cornerways Horton Rd  
2nd  £15  Celia Crowley  Northways Woodperry Rd 
3rd  £10 Mr&Mrs Carruthers Park Wall Otmoor Ln 
4th  £10  Susan Coxhead 5 Church Street 
MARCH Draw 
1st  £25 Margaret Partridge Tanglewood Woodperry Rd 
2nd Mr&Mrs Scott  Old Farmhouse Otmoor Ln 
3rd £10 Simon Hogg Meadow Cottage Church St 
4th £10  Mr&Mrs Weller  Glenray Otmoor Ln 
 

LITTER PICK UP 
The Litter Pick Up of the playground, the rec and 
hedgerows took place on a chilly Saturday morning, 
14  March.  Seven of us turned up,   Andrew, Clare, 
Gabriel, Helen, Liz, Peter and Tamsin. 
What a grand job was done!   
And what a lot of rubbish:   drinks cans, beer 
bottles, spirit bottles, cigarette packets, nitrous 
oxide canisters & balloons (used for legal highs - 
laughing gas), carrier bags  and umpteen crisp 
packets and sweet wrappers.  

A very big thank you to all who took part.   

P.S.  The wheelie bins live just to the right of the 
village hall.   PLEASE PUT YOU LITTER IN 
THEM !!!           Clare Marsh 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
The Beckley-Stowood Parish Newsletter is published 
four times a year with publication scheduled for the first 
of March, June, September, and December.  Deadline 
for the September issue will be 20 August.  Many 
thanks to all who contribute to the writing, publishing, 
and distribution.        Ann Henman 351 492 
annhenman@gmail.com. 

ROYAL AERO CLUB AWARD FOR 
BARBARA ROSE 
My parents Barbara and Bill Rose moved to Beckley in 
1969 and I was born there.  Dad always had a love of 
flying as he had been a flight engineer with Napier's. 
 He joined the Light Aircraft Association (formerly 
Popular Flying), was secretary of the local Oxford 
Group and ran the shop at its annual three day rallies. 
 When he died in 2000, Dad had been doing this for 
over 25 years.  Mum took over his work, organising the 
shop and is still Group secretary. 

She has also been a prime mover behind the Young 
Aviators' events which were always focused on 
terminally ill children and their siblings or the children 
of disadvantaged families, particularly young carers. 
Last week Mum was presented with a Certificate of 
Appreciation by the Royal Aero Club for her help and 
support for light aviation. 
In nominating Mum for this award, the Oxford Group's 
Chairman said that he felt without Barbara the Oxford 
Group may, by now, have disappeared. Any award that 
recognises Barbara's contribution is both well deserved 
and overdue.   
                              Charlotte Hicks 

          Barbara and Andrew Haines, Chief 
         Executive of the Civil Aviation Authority 
 



Beckley Village Hall Committee 
150 Club 
16 March 2015 

150 Club Report 
& SubscriptionYear 2015-16 

Dear Supporter 
Firstly, we would like to thank you for your support during 2014-15. Congratulations 
to those whose name came up in the monthly draw and our commiserations to those of 
you who didn’t!  Your support has been invaluable over past years and enables us to 
pay for those irritating things that go wrong without warning.  Our old building 
continues to surprise us with its maintenance needs and equipment replacement.  
However, on to the present. 

The need for the 150 Club will continue for the foreseeable future despite our 
expectations of a new hall in 2016.  Even with a new hall it is our intention that we 
should continue to build up funds to provide for future expenditure.  It would be very 
heartening if you would continue your support for this coming year and you will find a 
subscription form printed on the reverse.   

We are always seeking to encourage further subscribers and would welcome your 
support in spreading the word to neighbours and friends - shall we be able to rename it 
the 200 Club?  With your help we can do this. 

More subscribers will mean more and greater prizes - remember that 50% of receipts 
are returned as prizes.  The good news is that, this year, we have increased the number 
of prizes following an increase in receipts! 

With thanks 
BVH 150 Club 
Peter Carter  

                                                                                          SEE OTHER SIDE               



2015/16 APPLICATION FORM FOR  
MEMBERSHIP OF THE BVH 150 CLUB 

I wish to become a member of the Beckley Village Hall 150 Club for 12 months. (The 
rules of the club can be viewed at the home of Pete Carter.) 

Signed ……………………………………………………….……….. 
Name ………………………………………………………….……… 
Address……………………………………………………………..…. 
…………………………..Tel …………………………………………. 
Email address ……………………………….… (To aid future contact) 
Number of Shares (£12 each)……..………. CASH (   )  CHEQUE (   ) 
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO BVH 150 CLUB 

Please return to 

Peter Carter 

Rowan Lodge 
Woodperry Road 
Beckley 
OX3 9UZ 
Tel. 01865 351352


