
 

Minutes 5.09.19 Chairman’s Signature 1 

BECKLEY AND STOWOOD PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES FOR THE MONTHLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

ON THURSDAY 5th SEPTEMBER 2019 AT 8.00 PM  

AT BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL, WOODPERRY ROAD, OX3 9UZ 
MEETING NUMBER 05.09.2019 

 

 Present: Cllr Chris Cox (Chair) 

   Cllr Michael Soanes 

   Cllr Ginette Camps-Walsh 

   Cllr Vivienne Rust 

   County Cllr Tim Bearder 

   Clerk – Sue Cox  

 

1. Apologies for Absence:  received from Cllr David Scott and District Cllr Sarah Gray. 

2. Declarations of Interest:  None. 

3. Matters raised by Members of the Public:  None.  

4. Minutes from previous meeting: held on Thursday 4th July 2019 were approved and 

signed by the Chairman. 

5. Matters arising from previous minutes: None. 

6. To receive a report from County Councillor Tim Bearder:  Wheatley Parish Council 

have submitted their Neighbourhood Plan to give legal bearing for the Brookes Appeal 

on 22nd October 2019.  The bus survey has been finished and a route is trying to be re-

established from Asda to Cowley.  Buses could be kept at Holton in a locked car park.  

This would be a Community Bus with volunteer drivers.  This practice is working well 

in The Bartons where they have three Mercedes Sprinter buses.  Plan to start small 

then build up.  The bus survey was carried out throughout the summer.  A Full Council 

meeting will be held on 9th September and the Council did not meet in August.  An 

Expressway Consultation is due in the Autumn and a Motion from Labour to reject the 

Expressway is expected but this may not be the right timing for a motion.  Labour and 

LibDem don’t want the road and would reject it.  All agree to no road and not so many 

houses.  Numbers have to come down.  There will be a meeting with Highways England 

today to discuss CIL money (£250M) and the Growth Board money.  SODC has the final 

decision.  Housing numbers around Didcot could be altered.  All agree the A34 needs 

improving. 

7. To receive a report from District Councillor Sarah Gray:  Cllr Gray was unable to 

attend the meeting but sent a report to the Clerk: The first full Council meeting of the 

new administration on 18th July was a busy one, with a packed agenda.  As expected, 

the main focus of debate (and for the representations made by over 20 members of 

the public), was the South Oxfordshire Emerging Local Plan.  The Cabinet motion put 

forward included several elements, including: 
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•            a desire to protect the district against speculative housing development and to 
maintain its housing land supply; 
•            a wish to support the funding available through the Housing Infrastructure 
Fund (c. £215m currently targeting road improvements in and around Didcot); 
•            a direction to officers to explore with OCC, Homes England and MHCLG options 
for protecting the HIF funding whilst enabling the council to address concerns about 
the current emerging Local Plan 2034, including (but not limited to) climate change 
issues and Oxford City’s unmet housing need; 
•            a desire for the Local Plan to reflect more properly the recently declared 
Climate Emergency and the Climate Change Act 2008, including the objective to 
become Zero Carbon by 2050; 
•            the need to commence work on a new Local Plan as soon as possible, 
strengthening climate change considerations.  
 
This motion was passed by 20 votes to 13; while some criticised the strategy NOT to 
make a clear decision at this stage between the four previously presented options, 
Cabinet’s view was that more time was needed to allow SODC officers to discuss with 
others potential ways to protect the much-needed funding for road and cycle path 
improvements while reducing the number of houses currently included in the 
plan.  Latest traffic models have made it clear that the new roads and river crossings 
are already badly needed to relieve pressure on the existing network, and that if all of 
the planned houses are constructed, the roads will immediately be at full 
capacity.   The current plan also includes nearly 5000 houses to satisfy Oxford City’s 
unmet need, but the inspector has recently questioned the methodology used to 
calculate this figure, and we feel strongly that the concerns around Oxford’s housing 
need should be addressed before we become legally obliged to embed this huge 
number in our allocation. 
 
Officers were requested to contact the SODC Plan inspector immediately after this 
motion was passed to request a pause in the inspection process. 
 
Other Motions Passed by Council on 18th July Council also agreed to: 
•            Establish a Climate Emergency Advisory Committee; 
•            Request that the government accelerates the delivery of rail projects important 
to South Oxfordshire; 
•            Explore options to deliver more high-quality, environmentally sustainable and 
genuinely affordable housing; 
•            Oppose the Oxford-Cambridge Expressway project in all forms, including 
expansion of existing (or new) roads in the district to form part of it; 
•            Support fully-electrified East-West Rail, including freight capacity and 
connections, and better public transport and active travel connections; 
•            Continue to support partnership working, especially with regard to landscape-
scale conservation and nature recovery networks; 
•            Call on the Oxfordshire Pension Fund to divest from non-renewable energy 
companies whose main purpose is the exploration and/or extraction of fossil fuels, and 
to explore reinvestment of its funds into appropriate renewable energy companies. 
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Polling Station review 
 
SODC is reviewing its polling stations and want to hear from members of the 
community what they think of them.  They are particularly keen to hear from people 
with disabilities if they have experienced any difficulties accessing the polling 
stations.  This is a legal obligation, and must be carried out to ensure that all electors 
have “such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable in the circumstances”. 
 
Any representations or comments should be sent to elections@southandvale.gov.uk 
and the consultation ends on 27th September.  More information can be found on the 
SODC website at http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/news/2019/2019-07/have-your-say-
polling-stations-southern-oxfordshire 

 
Cycling Survey 
 
The new administration is determined to prioritise safe cycling routes in any new 
developments, so we are very keen to support the Oxfordshire Cycle Survey currently 
underway.  The survey asks what you like or dislike about cycling in Oxfordshire and 
about any problems you encounter.  

 
The results of the survey will support the production of the first 'local cycling and 
walking infrastructure' plans for Oxford, Bicester and Didcot and is open for comments 
until 6 September.  The survey can be found at   
https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/Cyclesurvey2019/consultationHo
me 

 
Food and Safety Inspections 
 
The council’s Food and Safety team is officially among the top performers in the 
country, helping businesses improve their food hygiene standards and taking 
enforcement action when necessary.   

 
The Food Standards Agency has just released their stats for 2018/19 and they confirm 
that the team carried out 100 per cent of their planned food safety inspections, well 
above the national average of 89 per cent.  Only 14 per cent of authorities achieved 
this level.  They were also the only Food and Safety team in Oxfordshire to carry out all 
their inspections.   

 
The team were also responsible for two thirds of all food hygiene prosecutions in the 
county.  They were also the only ones to issue a 'Simple Caution' for non-compliance 
and, for the first time, a food business operator in South Oxfordshire was banned from 
running a food business for life after their restaurant was closed twice in six months 
due to rat infestation. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:elections@southandvale.gov.uk
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/news/2019/2019-07/have-your-say-polling-stations-southern-oxfordshire
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/news/2019/2019-07/have-your-say-polling-stations-southern-oxfordshire
https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/Cyclesurvey2019/consultationHome
https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/Cyclesurvey2019/consultationHome
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8. Planning Correspondence Received: 

 

Planning Applications:   

P19/S2208/FUL  Ten Acre Farm, New Inn Road, Beckley, OX3 9SS 

Conversion of an existing stable building to form 2 x 1-

bed holiday let accommodation and extension to front 

elevation (revision of plan ref: P18/S4228/FUL) 

The Parish Council had No Objections to this 

application. 

 

P19/S2354/FUL  Land at Hill View, Woodperry Road, Beckley, OX3 9UZ 

Demolition of the existing dwelling and the erection of a 

replacement dwelling with parking and amenity space. 

The Parish Council had No Objections to this 

application but considered the flat roof was not in 

keeping with the surroundings. 

 

Planning Decisions: 

 

P19/S1697/HH  5 Church Street, Beckley, OX3 9UT 

Demolish existing single storey rear extension and 

erect a larger single storey rear extension. 

     Planning Permission on 6th August 2019 

P19/S1354/FUL  Park Wall, Otmoor Lane, Beckley, OX3 9TB 

Subdivision of existing dwelling to create 2no. 3-

bedroom dwellings; private amenity space and car 

parking. 

    Planning Permission on 11th July 2019  

 

9. Correspondence Received:   

For Action/Response: 

• Arrow Accounting – Letter of Engagement for 2019/20 – Internal Audit – Clerk 

to return signed form to Arrow Accounting. 

• Wheatley Park School – Prize Giving – October 2019 – request for contribution 

– agreed to contribute £30 for Prize Giving. 

• SODC - Planning training for South on 17 September 2019 – invitation for two 

Cllrs to attend at Didcot at 6.00 pm - Cllr Camps-Walsh and one other to attend. 

• OCC Communities - Winter Salt/Salt Bin Request – by end of September – Clerk 

to return forms to Winter Services. 

 

 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P19/S2208/FUL
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P19/S2354/FUL
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P19/S1697/HH
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P19/S1354/FUL
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For Info: 

• Mike Hobbs – Defibrillator training – Saturday 12th October 2019 – PC 

considered two defibrillators could be needed in the village – one at the pub 

and one at the village hall. 

• SODC Complaints – Stage Two Response – investigation concluded and no 

further action will be taken by the PC – Applicant can appeal if not satisfied 

with the outcome. 

• OCC, Trading Standards – Electric Blanket Testing 2019 – see poster  

• Deddington Depot Open Day on 5th October 2019 – invitation to Parish Council 

and members of the public  

• Community Information Network – Let’s Talk Loneliness: unlocking the power 

of communities 

• The Green Belt Rally on Saturday 19th October 2019 in Oxford see 

www.greenbeltrallyoxfordshire.co.uk  

• Martin Lipson, ONPA interim working group - Inaugural AGM of Oxfordshire 

Neighbourhood Plans Alliance on Saturday 7th September 2019 at Chalgrove – 

Cllr Camps-Walsh and Ann Henman to attend. 

• SODC – Chairman’s Charity Fund Raising Events in September and October  

• SODC – Polling District and Places Review – Returning Officer’s Comments  

• SODC Communications – Yellow Letters – Residents must confirm their details  

• OALC - 17th Sept Oxford - SSEN Stakeholder workshop for parish councils – 

invitation 

• CPRE – A Better Vision for Oxfordshire – newsletter and invitation to join CPRE 

• Chair NAG Wheatley/Chalgrove - Next Chalgrove/Wheatley Area NAG Meeting 

27th September 2019 at 7.00 pm  

• OALC - NALC survey about May election 2019 

• OALC - OALC July and August Update for member councils 

• The EAG Team - EAG UPDATE JULY 2019 

• Matthew Barber - Police & Crime Bulletin July 2019 - HAVE YOUR SAY - Policing 

survey 2019; new Broadmoor Hospital and more... 

• John Charlton, OCC – Community Transport Newsletter  

• Age UK Oxfordshire – Let's Talk Loneliness; unlocking the power of communities 

– 8th October 2019 at King’s Centre, Oxford - 10.30 am to 5.00 pm 

• Filipa McGuinness, OCC - Introducing Oxfordshire Environment Board 

• Active Oxfordshire - Oxfordshire Sports Awards 2019 - Thanking the people who 

make sport happen! 

• Police and Crime Commissioner Newsletter – August 2019  

 

10. Payments and Accounts:  cheques/DD to be considered for payment: 

03.08.19 NEST Pension       £22.26  DD 

18.09.19 NEST Pension        £22.26  DD 

http://www.greenbeltrallyoxfordshire.co.uk/
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01.08.19 HMRC – PAYE – NIC due 5th August 2019   £13.32  chq 

05.09.19 HMRC – PAYE – NIC due 5th September 2019  £13.32  chq  

01.08.19 Ron Jones – mole control for July and August  £120.00 chq  

01.08.19 Playsafety Limited – Annual Playground Inspection  £107.40 chq 

01.08.19 Robert Green – July Grounds Maintenance   £200.00 chq 

05.09.19 Robert Green – August Grounds Maintenance  £120.00 chq 

01.08.19 BGG Garden and Tree Care – July grass cutting  £228.00 chq 

05.09.19 BGG Garden and Tree Care – August grass cutting  £228.00 chq 

05.09.19 Moore Stephens – External Audit Fee 2018/19  £360.00 chq 

28.08.19 Clerk – August wages      £803.88 chq 

28.09.19 Clerk – September wages     £803.88 chq 

05.09.19 SLCC Enterprises Ltd – Cilca Course for Clerk   £408.00 chq 

05.09.19 G Camps-Walsh – printing for Neighbourhood Plan  £32.40  chq 

05.09.19 Parchments Print – Autumn Newsletter printing  £428.72 chq 

22.08.19 PWLB Loan Payment due 22nd August    £5,638.71 DD 

27.08.19 PWLB Loan Payment due 27th August    £2,864.98 DD 

 

11. To receive the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2018/19 – Section 3 -

External Auditor Report and Certificate 2018/19:  Moore Stephens certified that they 

have completed a review of Section 1 and 2 of the AGAR and discharged their 

responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 

31st March 2019.  The Notice of Conclusion of Audit and the External Auditor Report 

and Certificate is available to view on the website:  beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk  

12. To receive a written Village Hall Update from Cllr Scott to include additional works: 

• Gravel for village hall car park and repairs – and a date to complete them – will 

be agreed at the next BVHMC meeting on 16thSeptember. 

• Projector/AV – this will be ordered, along with the rest of the system being paid 

for by the BVHMC, once we have the certificate from Parish Borrowing 

confirming that we can settle our existing loan and draw down our Public Works 

Loan Board fixed loan of £125k. 

• PWLB loan - consolidation of existing 10-year loans and final project costs 

including tennis court refurbishment and projector into single fixed rate 8-year 

loan – the application is with Parish Borrowing and the Clerk and Cllr Scott have 

a few questions to answer and should then get the approval to complete the 

arrangement with PWLB. 

13. To receive updates on The Oxford to Cambridge Expressway:  the routes within the 

corridors are due to be published soon – probably in the Autumn. 

14. To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Development Plan for Beckley and 

Stowood and the SODC Local Plan from Cllr Ginette Camps-Walsh:  The group have 

been working on the comments from the Consultation and will incorporate them into 

an updated Neighbourhood Plan.  They are also looking for a new consultant and will 

ask colleagues on Saturday at the NP AGM.  Oxford City Local Plan is going ahead and 

http://www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk/
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the public examination will be soon.  Unmet housing needs to be met outside the city 

boundary.  Beckley will need to get together with other PCs when the time is right.  

May need to fund a legal person between us and other parishes – to be decided when 

we know what the position is. 

15. To receive any Fix My Street problems for the Clerk to report: 

• Otmoor Lane – potholes – reported 29th April, 17th May and 12th August 

• Grit Bin, Common Road – reported 23rd April and 12th August 

• Blocked Drain on corner of High Street – reported 8th April and 12th August 

• Woodperry Road Surface – reported 12th August  

16. To receive and discuss: 

• Visual Playground Inspection Report from Cllr Michael Soanes: 

• Outside light for play area before Bonfire Night – BVHMC or PC to source? 

• Annual Inspection Report from RoSPA – repairs will need to be carried out by 

Playdale before the next inspection. 

• Playdale quote for repairs following RoSPA inspection – ClIr Scott still trying to 

get Playdale to confirm why items came up in the ROSPA report, when they 

were not highlighted as needing repair. 

• Zip Wire – bark – no update 

• Memorial bench – update – bench has not been replaced  

• Tennis Court – work has started this week 

• Bonfire and Firework Night – booked hall, fireworks, catering (burger van and 

BVHMC selling mulled wine, soft drinks, tea and coffee) and first aid for 

Saturday 2nd November 2019 – Cllr Rust can supply Arc lights for the event. 

• Bonfire Signs – to be updated by Clerk/Cllr Cox and put up by 1st October around 

the village. 

17. Date of Next Meeting:  

• Thursday 3rd October 2019 at 8.00 pm at Beckley Village Hall – Apologies 

received from Cllr Rust. 

• Thursday 7th November 2019 at 8.00 pm at Beckley Village Hall  

18. Dates of Meetings in 2020 - proposed:  Clerk to send a list of proposed dates for 2020 

to Stuart Marshall to book the small meeting room at the village hall. 

Meeting closed at 9.35 pm. 

 

Circulation: 

All Parish Councillors 

County Cllr Tim Bearder 

District Cllr Sarah Gray 

Village Notice Board 

Wick Farm Notice Board 

Website:  www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk  

http://www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk/

