November 2012

Wheatley/Chalgrove
Neighbourhood Team
Newsletter

Here is the latest Wheatley/Chalgrove neighbourhood update from Police Community
Support Officer (PCSO) Ken Cooney and PCSO Chris Ratcliff.
Anti-social Behaviour (ASB)
I am happy to report that incidents of ASB reported in the Wheatley and Chalgrove areas
are now few and far between. Should residents experience any ASB or be concerned about
the behaviour or actions of any person then they should contact Thames Valley Police on
our non-emergency number 101.
Residents should be aware that your Neighbourhood Policing Team will be carrying out
high visibility patrols throughout the Halloween and Bonfire Night periods to deter and/or
deal with any issues of ASB that may arise.
Speeding
As a number of villages within the Wheatley/Chalgrove Neighbourhood have expressed a
concern over possible speeding, your Neighbourhood Policing Team will be out at the
roadside with our Speed Indication Device (SID). The SID measures the speed of traffic
while we are there, the details of any vehicles breaking the speed limit are recorded and a
warning letter is issued if it’s a first offence. If the same vehicle is found to break the speed
limit on future occasions, when using the SID, then the vehicle and offence details will be
passed to our Roads Policing Department for further action.
Emerging crime trends - theft from motor vehicles
Recently there has been a marked increase in the number of thefts from motor vehicles
across the area. These thefts are primarily theft of number plates and items left in vehicles
such as sat navs etc. Residents are reminded that ideally:
•

You should not leave any valuable items in your vehicle at all. If items must be left in
a vehicle then lock them securely out of sight in the boot or other secure area.

•

Vehicles should be locked at all times when not being used.

•

Ideally, number plates should be screwed on and not stuck on, local garages can
advise on the best way to secure number plates to deter/prevent theft.

Theft of fuel - Waterstock
With fuel prices on the increase Thames Valley Police have recorded a dramatic increase
in the number of fuel thefts that are currently taking place within our neighbourhood
(Wheatley/Waterstock/Forest Hill). The vehicles that are predominately targeted are HGV
vehicles parked up in lay-bys for rest breaks or overnight stops, tanks are drained while the
driver sleeps and the fuel is removed in large drums.
In an effort to combat this type of criminality Operation Mangrove has been running for a
number of months. This has involved many of our Neighbourhood Policing Officers who are
working hard in a two pronged attack, firstly to raise awareness to the unsuspecting
motorist and secondly to break up this criminal activity.

Crime Reduction – Winter Burglary Campaign
As the darker evenings draw in, burglars are on the prowl for valuables and cash,
recognising that homes tend to be getting ready for seasonal celebrations and may have
gifts lying around the house or on display.
If you leave your home in complete darkness, your curtains are not drawn and no car is
on the drive, it’s an obvious sign to an opportunist burglar that no-one is in. At this time of
the year more than any other it pays to secure your home.
There are a number of simple ways to do this, all of which will help reduce the chance of
your home becoming the next target.
•

•

•
•

Visit a local retailer to pick up a 24 hour segment timer for under £5. The timer can
be used with a lamp, radio or TV to give the impression that someone’s home.
Remember to use an energy efficient light bulb.
Register your valuables on www.immobilise.com. It’s free and takes just a few
minutes then if your valuables are stolen it will enable you to tell the police, your
insurer, and the second-hand trade which will assist in recovering your property
and catching the thief.
Keep valuables out of sight.
Lock your doors and windows and if you have a UPVC door make sure you have
double locked it.

Neighbourhood officers will be patrolling in your neighbourhood and if they believe your
house is at risk of being burgled you may receive one of our ‘Here’s a bright idea’ cards
through your door. You can then contact the officer and ask for further crime prevention
advice.
Offenders brought to justice
During October six offenders were brought to justice on the Wheatley/Chalgrove
Neighbourhood.
Age
20

Gender
Male

Disposal
Person charged or summonsed

Classification
Burglary in a dwelling (attempts only)

11

Male

Youth Restorative Resolution

Public Order Act offences (Secs 4, 4A and
5)

61
21

Male
Male

42

Male

20

Male

Adult simple caution given
Adult Restorative Resolution
Offence taken into
consideration at Court
Person charged or summonsed

Assault without injury
Shoplifting
Making off without payment
Burglary in a dwelling

Crime Mapping
The Home Office national crime mapping website gives the public access to street-level
crime information as well as information on their Neighbourhood Policing Teams,
Neighbourhood Priorities and Events - details of Have Your Say and other neighbourhood
activities. Log on to www.police.uk, type in your local postcode or neighbourhood name and
then click on ‘Find out more’.
Have you signed up to Thames Valley Alert?
Thames Valley Alert is the new system for receiving crime and policing updates for your
area. The state-of-the-art system allows anyone who signs up to choose what updates they

receive and how they would like to receive it. A new option includes receiving information
via text and more traditional landline and email messages will still be available. You can
also filter the updates you receive by specifying the priority level of the messages. To sign
up to receive alerts visit www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/
Have Your Say online
You can now send non-emergency messages to us using the online form that is available
on the Thames Valley Police website. A number of people have already sent their concerns
using this method. For you to do that please follow the link:
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/yournh/yournh-about-nh-pol/yournh-tvp-pol-area-n153hys. Please allow some time for us to get back to you as we do check our mail box only at
certain times of the day.
There is also the opportunity to attend Have Your Say meetings in person. Upcoming Have
Your Say meetings are:

Saturday 10 November, 2pm - 3pm, outside Garsington shops, Elm Drive,
Garsington with PCSO Ken Cooney.



Wednesday 21 November, 11am to midday, at the village green, Thame Road,
Stadhampton with PCSO Matthew Taylor.



Wednesday 21 November, 12:15pm to 1:15pm, in the Post Office car park, Thame
Road, Little Milton with PCSO Matthew Taylor.



Saturday 24 November, 10:30am – 11:30am, outside Stanton St John village store,
Middle Road, Stanton St John with PCSO Dawn Hunt.



Sunday 25 November, 5pm to 7pm, outside the village shops, High Street,
Chalgrove with PC Mel Stafford.



Thursday 29 November, 5pm - 7pm, Wheatley Police office, Merry Bells car park,
Church Road, Wheatley with PCSO Dawn Hunt.

These meetings are an ideal opportunity for local residents to speak to their local police
officers and PCSOs about any local issues, no appointment is necessary just turn up and
speak to your local officers. Further meetings will be publicised locally and on the force
website at www.thamesvalley.police.uk.
If you want any advice or would like to contact the neighbourhood team you can call us on
the police non-emergency number 101 or email
WheatleyChalgroveNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. Please note this email address
cannot be used to contact Thames Valley Police to report crimes or for any urgent matters.
Alternatively you can visit the force website at www.thamesvalley.police.uk to view
information on your neighbourhood.

