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NEWS FROM THE PARISH 
COUNCIL  
THE VILLAGE HALL 

The Village Hall Committee, Parish Councillors 
and many villagers helped to clear out the contents 
of the Village Hall at the beginning of January and 
the equipment and furniture is currently stored in a 
trailer.  

On behalf of the whole community, the Parish 
Council would like to record its gratitude to Eric 
Brooks of BDS for the substantial savings made to 
the project from his kind offer to demolish and 
remove the existing hall, and to Richard Kealy for 
making comparable savings by providing all of the 
legal services needed to comply with grant-funders’ 
requirements and in connection with the existing 
and future lease of the village hall to the Beckley & 
Stowood Village Hall Charitable Trust. 

BDS, the demolition team, removed and recycled 
as much as possible before demolishing the old 
village hall in mid-January. 

The new village hall construction is now in 
progress. 

!  

NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Approximately 50 people attended a meeting on  
28 January at the Abingdon Arms to discuss a 
Neighbourhood Development Plan for Beckley and 
Stowood Parish.  It was agreed at the meeting that 
we should go ahead. A  Steering Group has been 
formed and members are Ann and Geoff Henman, 
Sian Jeffrey, Clare Marsh, Caroline Gordon-Duff, 
Nick Crowley, Jo and John Ovens, Nicky Ward 
(Abingdon Arms) and Ginette Camps-Walsh 
(Parish Council).  A representative from Beckley 
School has been invited to join the Steering Group 
and a representative from Wick Farm would be 
welcomed, particularly as the City Council 
expansion plans and recent Green Belt survey 
affect that area of the Parish.  

The issues that have already been highlighted are 
Preservation of the Green Belt, traffic, buses and 
school buses, schools, where to build, design, 
flooding and drainage, keeping the pub, businesses, 
sustainability, social housing, affordable housing, 
mixed housing, car parking school, and RSPB, and 
protecting the  views from the village. 

There will be a number of consultations with all 
residents of the Parish.  Your involvement will be 
vital to the success of the project. 

A preliminary meeting has taken place and it was 
decided that the ‘Designated Area’ should be the 
whole Parish.  The Parish Council will be asked to 
make an official application to SODC to start the 
project.           

The next meeting of the Steering Group will be on 
Tuesday 8 March at 7.30. If you would like to join 
the Steering Group or have any queries or input 
please contact Ginette Camps-Walsh 
camps.walsh@btinternet.com 351762 

!
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THE PRECEPT 
The Parish Council has agreed to maintain the 
precept (The Parish portion of the Council Tax) at 
£35,970.  There will be no increase. 

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN’S 90th 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

The Parish Council has received the following 
letter from the Lord Lieutenant and encourages all 
villagers to take part and organise events to 
celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday. (see page 4) 

The weekend of 11th and 12th of June 2016 is going 
to be one of national celebration of Her Majesty 
the Queen’s 90th Birthday.  There will be a national 
service of thanksgiving in St Paul’s Cathedral that 
weekend, and we are planning a special civic 
service in Christ Church Cathedral for the 11th of 
June.  The Queen’s grandson, Peter Phillips, is 
organising a massive street party in The Mall to 
which representatives of all those voluntary sector 
organisations of which The Queen or the Duke of 
Edinburgh are patrons, will be invited.  As part of 
that, councils and parishes around the country 
are being encouraged in their turn to encourage 
and support celebrations, particularly in the form 
of street parties as happened for The Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee three years ago.  

In thinking about this and in supporting local 
activity, please could you bear in mind that through 
the channels of the Church of England, support has 
already been given for the arrangement of similar 
sorts of celebration and it is important that there 
not be overlapping (and probably confusing!) 
activity. 

!  

Tim Stevenson, the Lord Lieutenant 

ABINGDON ARMS  

The Parish Council made an application to SODC 
to have the Abingdon Arms made an Asset of 
Community Value.  This is currently under review 
by SODC.  (see page 5) 

However, if successful this will only mean that 
should the pub be closed and the owners try to 
change use and sell it there would be a delay and 
opportunity for local residents to buy it. 

So please support the Abingdon Arms and Nicky 
and Richard and make use of it as often as possible.  
Do take part in the events and eat and drink there 
and help to preserve our community asset, while 
enjoying yourselves and meeting friends. 

BUSES  

Following the removal of bus subsidies by 
Oxfordshire County Council meetings of the local 
villages have been organised by Cllr Anne Purse.  
Heyfordian, the local bus operator, has confirmed 
that our service for Beckley will be retained, but 
routes will be redesigned and timing rescheduled,  
Discussions are still underway with Heyfordian  

VERGES  

The Parish Council has received complaints about 
vehicles driving over the verges and damaging 
them, particularly on Common Road and Otmoor 
Lane.  Please make use of passing spaces, be 
prepared to back up if you meet another vehicle 
and if parking, choose your place carefully so 
others can pass, to avoid erosion of the verges. 
                  Ginette Camps-Walsh   
        Beckley and Stowood Parish Council 

VILLAGE WEBSITE 
www.beckley-stowood-pc.gov.uk 

PARISH CLERK 

Sue Cox 01865 351 415.  Email address for all 
Parish Council business is: clerk@beckley-
stowood-pc.gov.uk 

http://www.beckley-stowood-pc.gov.uk


SODC  NEWS  
Despite the difficult economic climate SODC 
Officers and Councillors continue to work to 
achieve maximum value for money. The Council 
Tax for 2016/17 will remain at the same level as 
the current year, honouring an election pledge. 

CORPORATE SERVICES PROJECT 
Five councils including SODC are negotiating to 
combine to manage and deliver services which will 
save £8 million over the nine- year course of the 
contract.  

POLICING 
SODC continues to work with Anthony Stansfield, 
the Police and Crime Commissioner to obtain best 
value for money whilst maintaining and improving 
standards for the Thames Valley. One area of 
significant concern is the growth in cybercrime. A 
Cyber Crime Awareness initiative has been 
launched. Visit  www.cyberstreetwise.com. 

SODC COUNCIL OFFICES 
The Anniversary of the fire at Crowmarsh has 
passed and work continues to find permanent 
offices. An announcement is expected during May 
or June this year. 

PLANNINGA new register has been set up for 
people interested in building their own property - 
this will help SODC to assess local interest.  Please 
see 'Custom Build Register' on the SODC web site. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS 
In Forest Hill and Holton ward many Parish 
Councils are starting to develop plans - 

• Beckley and Stowood has had a public 
meeting and the first meeting of their 
Steering Group. They plan to apply for the 
‘Designated Area’ shortly. 

• Forest Hill has it under consideration. 
• Holton is working with Wheatley and are 

currently out to consultation on their 
Designated Area which covers Wheatley 
plus the Brookes site. 

• Stanton St John has invited SODC Officers 
to their next meeting. 

• Tiddington has held a public meeting and 
intend to proceed. 

• Waterperry has it under consideration. 

John Walsh District Councillor for Forest Hill 
and Holton Ward 

 John.Walsh@southoxon.gov.uk  07860 786470 

OPEN DAY 19 JUNE 2016 
The time has come to make plans for another 
Open Day. The date will be SUNDAY 19 

JUNE, with the usual open gardens, art show in 
the church (open on Saturday and Sunday), 
teas, stalls, and we hope more.  More 
information will follow later. 
             Gina Robson     01865 351 637 

Open Day Raffle 
As usual, there will be a raffle as part of the 
Beckley Open Day. If anyone has a suitable prize 
(unwanted Christmas present?), which they would 

be willing to donate, please telephone Mary 
Worthington on 351270. 

BECKLEY NETWORK, OUR GOOD 
NEIGHBOUR SCHEME 
Please note our NEW TELEPHONE 
NUMBER:   07341 084880. 
               Gina Robson 01865 351 637 

DECEMBER CHARITY JEWELRY 
SALE IN AID OF WOMANKIND 
WORLDWIDE  
Liz and Kate would like to give huge thanks to all 
those who supported our sale. We were able to send 
a cheque for £1054 to the charity to carry on their 
work in supporting women and campaigning 
against the practice of young girls from undergoing 
FGM.              Liz Bixby  

mailto:John.Walsh@southoxon.gov.uk


BECKLEY BOOK GROUP 
Our next meeting is on Friday 1 April at 8.00 pm. 
The Stradlings (The Ridings, High Street, Beckley) 
have very kindly offered to act as hosts this time. 
We will be discussing two books, one novel and 
one non-fiction:  Richard Flanagan’s 2008 
novel Wanting and Naomi Klein’s This Changes 
Everything, which is about climate change and the 
failed strategies, as Klein sees it, of various 
environmental groups. 

Both books are available at the public library, while 
there is also a sound recording version of the Klein. 

The group is open to anyone who enjoys a good 
read.   Please contact Chris Britton with questions - 
or just appear on the 1st!  Happy reading/listening! 

Chris Britton 
christop.britton@btopenworld.com 

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY 
To celebrate the Queen's 90th birthday we would 
like to bring the village together by holding a street 
party on Sunday 12th June outside the pub in the 
High Street. We are in the early stages of planning, 
so further details will be available in a couple of 
weeks, but please put the date in your diary! 

To start the celebrations we will be holding a live 
music evening in the garden here at The Abingdon 
Arms on Saturday 11 June. 'The Vents' will be 
performing from 8.30pm, with a range of songs 
from the 50s to the current day.  
                    Nicky, The Abingdon Arms 

OTMOOR CHALLENGE 2016 
Saturday 4 June will be the 37th annual running of  
the event, which includes a half-marathon race, two 
walks  (one over virtually the same course as the 
half-marathon run and the other a shorter 5-mile 
course aimed at younger family groups), and the 
Horton cum Studley village fete.  

The half-marathon course runs through Beckley,  
coming up the hill towards the Abingdon Arms 
from the Army range, and then turning left over the 
top of the hill before the final run back towards 
Horton cum Studley.  Some walkers stop for a rest, 
drink and food at the Abingdon Arms, and both 
walkers and runners are given water at the stand   
at the corner of  High Street and Otmoor Lane. 

We are always grateful for help on the field on the 
day, or for volunteers to help with marshalling at 
refreshment points around the course.   

Andrew Pennington 
Chairman, Otmoor Challenge Association 

THE 37th ANNUAL OTMOOR CHALLENGE 

Horton cum Studley Millennium Hall Playing Field 
Saturday 4th June 2016 

Come and enjoy the fun! 

Run the half-marathon around Otmoor on roads 
and trails 

Mass start at 2pm 

Have you always wanted to try running 13 miles? 

This is your opportunity! Do it this year.  Train and 
run with a friend.   

Get your friends and family to sponsor you. 

Walk with the family around the 5-mile walk, or go 
the whole half-marathon route. 

  Walkers can start from 9am. 

Details at www.otmoorchallenge.co.uk 

The Horton cum Studley village fete starts at 12 
noon.  Games, stalls, teas, BBQ and the bar.  

 Come with your family and meet your friends and 
enjoy the biggest event in the village calendar. 

Can you offer to help?  On the day or during the 
set-up and clearing-up? 

Contact Liz Campbell 351 599 to help with the fete 

Colin Jenkins (Run/Course)  351 543 

Jill Meyjes (Run Registration)  351 496 

Chris Squire (Walk)  358 573 

Basil Lyster   351 373 

mailto:christop.britton@btopenworld.com


BECKLEY’S PUB: AN ASSET OF 
COMMUNITY VALUE 
The application last October by an ‘unincorporated 
group’ of 21 Beckley residents to have the 
Abingdon Arms listed as an Asset of Community 
Value (see Beckley Newsletter, Winter 2015) was 
rejected by South Oxfordshire District Council on 
technical grounds: we used the wrong application 
form which omitted some crucial information. 
Fortunately the Parish Council, which does not 
have to explain or justify its standing, offered to 
submit a re-application. SODC’s response should 
be received in March. 

In the meantime Nicky and Richard have worked 
hard to engage with the village and to make the 
pub a success, so fortunately there is no reason to 
think that the pub’s owner (the Brakspear pub 
company) will decide to sell the Abingdon Arms. If 
the council supports the ACV application, however, 
we believe it would be prudent to explore what 
local people would want of their pub if it were sold 
in the future, how it could be purchased in the 
event of a sale, and how it would best be managed. 
With these aims, local people will be consulted and 
a public meeting arranged in the spring. 

Mike Hobbs  mike.hobbs@btinternet.com 

BECKLEY SCHOOL SPRING 
UPDATE 
Cancer Research have sent a letter thanking 
the Beckley School community for the 
£330.37 raised at our Christmas events 
including the Carol Service. 

Fifty Beckley children from Years 3,4,5 and 
6 attended the Sheldonian Theatre for The 
Schools' Concert, performed by 
Oxfordshire County Youth Orchestra. As 
well as enjoying music by Bizet, Wagner 
and Walton, the children were introduced to 
the full range of orchestral instruments 
including a sousaphone and a flugel horn. A 
wonderful experience for them all! 

On Wednesday 13th January, Years 5 and 6 
went to the New Theatre in London to 
watch David Walliam's Gangsta Granny 
which was very much enjoyed by all! 

               Helen Stradling 351 623 

BECKLEY INTEREST GROUP  BIG
Beckley Interest Group enjoyed a visit to Rycote 
Chapel organized by Helen Stradley in February.  
Weather conditions caused the walk from 
Waterperry to the chapel to be cancelled, but a 
good time was had by all despite the change.  On 
2 March Judy Bushrod made the arrangements for 
a visit to the Hook Norton Brewery.   Further 
activities include visiting Rousham House on 27 
June.  Those interested in going should contact 
Mary Worthington by the end of May.    
     marymichael.worthington@btinternet.com    

Beckley Interest Group is open to all residents and 
friends of Beckley and Stowood.  Please contact 
Liz Bixby or any of the event organizers with  
questions.  Liz Bizby 01865 351 282   
                       lizbixby@me.com 

LIBRARY NEWS 
The Mobile Library continues to visit fortnightly 
(when the elderly van is well!!), Thursday 3-4 pm 
at the Abingdon Arms.  We remain part of the East 
Mobile run week , so the next dates in Beckley are 
March 10, 24; April 7, 21; May 5, 19.   
               Helen Stradling 351 623   
            helen.mcbeath@doctors.net.uk                    

mailto:mike.hobbs@btinternet.com
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VILLAGE HALL – GOING, GOING, 
GONE 
As you may have noticed, the old village hall has 
been demolished!!!  Construction of the new hall is 
well under way – the first piece of steel framing 
has been erected and the ground work is in full 
swing. 

Prior to demolition in January, a group of us spent 
a weekend emptying the hall. The tables, chairs, 
crockery and cutlery have all been put in storage 
until the new hall is ready. We contacted Emmaus 
who collected the three fridges, the cooker, all the 
coat hooks, a bookcase and a roll of unused curtain 
fabric. These will be re-used in accommodation for 
homeless people in Oxford, or sold in the Emmaus 
stores to provide funds for their projects.  
Recycling in action! 

Emmaus is a charity that provides accommodation 
and work in Oxford for people who would 
otherwise be at risk of homelessness.  Go to the 
shops and have a look at how they recycle furniture 
and all sorts of household goods.  More 
information about Emmaus can be found on their 
website http://www.emmaus.org.uk 

   Gabriel Brodetsky gbrodetsky@gmail.com 

VILLAGE HALL CONSTRUCTION – A 
VISUAL TIMELINE 
You may be interested to view photos of the new 
village hall as it goes up. They will be posted over 
the next six months on the village website - http://
beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk. Just follow the 
link to the Gallery. 
      Gabriel Brodetsky  gbrodetsky@gmail.com 

NEW HALL UPDATE FROM OUR 
BUILDER KINGERLEE OF 
KIDLINGTON 
Work constructing the new village hall is now well 
underway. The foundations have been poured and 
the steel support structure is in place. During 
March the concrete beams that form part of the 
floor will be being delivered as will the timber 
panels that form the walls and the roof to the new 
building. These components will be delivered on 
large lorries due to their size and weight, and off-
loaded with a crane. This period of the works is 
when most of the larger items are delivered and the 
contractors delivering to site have been made 
aware not to approach the site by going through the 
village. 

Should you have any issues or concerns please 
contact the Site Manager Tim Hooper on 
07740-257152. 
 Contract Manager: Sam Brown 01865-840000 

BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL 150 CLUB 
JANUARY Draw 
1st  £25     Mrs. Stradling The Ridings High Street 
2nd £15     Nigel Roberts Leigh Bec Otmoor Lane 
3rd  £10    Joan Ring Cedar House Woodperry Road 
4th #10     Chris Britton Rhulen High Street 
FEBRUARY Draw 
1st  £25    Hilary Darrah Rivendell Woodperry Road 
2nd  £15   Barbara Rose Hemvia Woodperry Road 
3rd  £10   Mr & Mrs Kealy Church Corner House 
4th  £10   Iqbal Tagg  Brill View Woodperry Road 

MARCH Draw 
1st  £25   Mr & Mrs. Watson Little Orchard Otmoor La  
2nd  £15  Dave & Julia Fairwinds Woodperry Road 
3rd  £10   Mr & Mrs Rust Lavender Cottage Otmoor La  
4th £10    Cathy Davies Royal Oak Cottage Islip Road 

                     Peter Carter 01865 351352  
                          carter@waitrose.com 

http://www.emmaus.org.uk
http://beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk
mailto:carter@waitrose.com
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TWINNING - ST LOUANS 
It would be good to do some forward planning and 
think about hosting a visit from our friends in St 
Louans once the new Village Hall is up and 
running. I know too, from recent contact with 
Richard Packer, that St Louans are keen to host a 
group from Beckley and Richard included a 
specific invitation to the Art Group. Anyone from 
the Art Group interested in giving some thought to 
this? St Louans is also organising a Randonne des 
Vignes ( a walk around the village vineyards and 
tasting) which will take place towards the end of 
September, so if anyone is interested in going to 
this please get in touch. Richard will confirm the 
date for this later this week. 
The exchanges are always very convivial occasions 
and, in the current climate, perhaps we should 
foster as much ‘entente cordiale’ as possible!! 
                  Mary Ashdown  358971  
               Sue Roberts 07914 098124 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
The Beckley-Stowood Parish Newsletter is 
published four times a year with publication 
scheduled for the first of March, June, September, 
and December.  Deadline for the Summer issue will 
be 27 May, its distribution planned for 10 June. 
Many thanks to all who contribute to the writing, 
publishing, and distribution. 
Ann Henman  351 492 annhenman@gmail.com 

BECKLEY ART BOX 
By the time this article is published, the school’s 
acclaimed installation ‘Foxy’ (with thanks again to 
Becky Paton) may have been replaced by a 
photographic display created by Peter Barker and 
his colleagues at the Otmoor RSPB group. As 
spring nears and we wake each day to a dawn 
chorus, birds are very much with us. This beautiful, 
inspiring display will feature birds and mammals 
on Otmoor which many of us never see, and some 
of which are really quite rare. Hopefully this will 
inspire you also to visit the RSPB reserve down on 
Otmoor.  

Well over 40 local residents and friends attended a 
highly successful and convivial Beckley Art Box 
fund-raising supper at the Abingdon Arms on 27 
February. Funds are needed for refurbishment, to 
create a permanent name sign for the box, to 
establish an effective electricity supply, and to 
purchase a suspension display system. Nicky, 
Richard and their staff provided a splendid meal. A 
raffle and an auction of donated art work were 
held, for which many lovely and valuable items 
were generously donated. Nearly £1500 was raised 
for the art box! We would like to thank all who 
attended, who donated and bid at the auction so 
generously, and who have contributed so creatively 
to this community arts project. The aims of the 
Beckley Art Box are to engage local people in the 
arts and thereby to promote social cohesion. This 
supper event was a fine realisation of these aims. 

     Becky Paton becky@beckymosaics.co.uk 
     Mike Hobbs  mike.hobbs@btinternet.com 
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BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL 
COMMITTEE 150 CLUB - 
SUBSCRIPTION YEAR 2016-17 
Firstly, congratulations to those who won prizes in 
the monthly draw and our commiserations to those 
who didn’t! We would like to thank all subscribers 
for their support during 2015-16 which has enabled 
us to pay out more than £700 in prize money. Your 
support has been invaluable over past years and 
enables us to accumulate funds against future 
expenditure. 

On to the present… Our old building is no more, 
demolition having taken place in early January and 
at the time of writing (late Feb), the foundations 
were being ‘poured’. We hope for favourable 
weather so that the construction will continue on 
schedule. It is anticipated that the opening will take 
place in the early Autumn when all villagers will be 
able to enjoy our new hall with its much improved 
facilities.  

The need for the 150 Club will continue for the 
foreseeable future. Even with a new hall it is our 
intention that we should continue to build up funds 
to provide for future expenditure. Whilst our 
Funders have been generous, there will, 
undoubtedly be other items of equipment which 
will need to be purchased. 

We would encourage those who do not subscribe to 
consider doing so during this coming year and you 
will find a subscription form printed to the right. 
The cost is £12 per share p.a. More subscribers will 
mean more and greater prizes - remember that 50% 
of receipts are returned as prizes. Each additional 
20 subscriptions increases the prize fund by £120 
or £10 per month.The current prize distribution is 
as follows: 
      First prize    £25        Second prize     £15   
      Third prize   £10         Fourth prize     £10 

Please help us to reach our target of 200 
subscribers in 2016-17. 

With thanks          

 BVH 150 Club                     

 Peter Carter 
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2016/17 APPLICATION FORM FOR 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE BVH 150 
CLUB 

I wish to become a member of the Beckley 
Village Hall 150 Club for 12 months. (The 
rules of the club can viewed at the home of 
Pete Carter). 
Signed 
……………………………………………
…………………….……………………… 

Name………………………………………
……………………………………………. 
Address……………………………………
………………………………….………… 

………………………………………..…..                  
Tel:……………………………… 

Email 
address……………………………………  
               (To aid future contact) 

Number of Shares (£12 each)     
…………………  CASH (  ) CHEQUE (  ) 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE 
TO - BVH 150 CLUB 
Please return to:  Peter Carter 
                            Rowan Lodge   
                            Woodperry Road 
                             Beckley  OX3 9UZ 
                             Tel: 01865 351352 




