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        BECKLEY OPEN DAY  
             SUNDAY 17 JUNE  2 - 6 pm 
                     14 open gardens 
         Teas, Books and CDs etc, Plants, 
                   Cakes, Ice creams, 
           Bouncy Castle, Fair Organ 
         Art Exhibition in the Church  
                Ample free parking 
Adults £6, children 16 and under free if  
               accompanied by an adult  
                All profits to go towards 
maintenance of our 14th century church 
Mark your calendar!  Bring friends and 
relatives. Contribute how and where you 
can!          Gina Robson 351 637   
                  gina.robson@virgin.net 

Parish Council contact -  Sue Cox Parish 
Clerk - clerk@beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk  or 01865 351415 

NEWS FROM PARISH COUNCIL  
GENERAL DATA PROTECTION 
REGULATIONS & COMMUNICATIONS 
FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 
You have no doubt been inundated with e-
mails from various organisations asking you to 
confirm that you still want to be included on 
their database to receive communication from 
them in the future.               continued page 2 

!

  JOIN THE CAMPAIGN TO    
              SAVE OTMOOR 
    YOUR SUPPORT CAN KEEP THIS   

   UNIQUE LANDSCAPE SAFE FROM  

   THE PROPOSED EXPRESSWAY! 
          SIGN THE E-PETITION    
   AND EMAIL YOUR MP TODAY.   
                   DETAILS AT    
           SAVEOTMOOR.ORG 
           THIS IS IMPORTANT -   
     THE FIRST DECISION WILL  
             BE MADE IN JUNE.   
   Contact Ann Henman, Editor, if   
    you are not now on the internet  
      and/or do not have an email  
       address.  The only petition  
        at this stage is an email one.  

http://saveotmoor.org
http://saveotmoor.org
mailto:clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk


PARISH COUNCIL CONTINUED 
The Parish Council is no exception and Sue 
Cox our Parish Clerk has sent out a similar e-
mail.   If you wish to continue to receive e-mail 
communications from the Parish Council about 
Parish Council news you need do nothing.  If 
you do not wish to receive these 
communications in the future then please e-
mail Sue and let her know -  clerk@beckley-
and-stowood-pc.gov.uk  If you are not on the 
PC e-mail list and would like to receive PC 
news please also let Sue know. 

POTHOLES, STREET LIGHTING ETC 
If you wish to report a pothole, graffiti, fly 
tipping, broken paving slabs, or street lighting 
please report it on this web site - https://
www.fixmystreet.com/  
OXFORD CAMBRIDGE EXPRESSWAY 
Following the request in the last newsletter a 
Group of very dynamic, generous and 
motivated volunteers has been set up to oppose 
Route S2 of the Oxford Cambridge 
Expressway.  We have been working with the 
main Expressway Action Group [EAG]. As 
well as the threat from the Expressway itself, 
there is a further and probably greater one, 
from the additional, proposed 340,000 houses, 
which accompany it and would help finance it. 
We had a very tight deadline of 12th April to 
research, write and submit our case opposing 
Route S2 to Highways England on the 
environmental impact, heritage, geography and 
community damage.  We also supported Route 
S1, which is upgrading and widening the A34, 
which does the least damage and costs £400 
million less than other routes.  These 
submissions are on both the Beckley and new 
SaveOtmoor.org web sites. On 12th April 
Expressway Action Group [EAG] also 
launched their campaign opposing all the 
southerly routes. 
Locally, the SaveOtmoor.org website and 
campaign have been launched.  On it is a 
petition to save Otmoor.  If this reaches 10,000 
signatures it will trigger a government 
response.  Please sign it if you haven’t done so 
already.   Please also write to Chris Grayling, 

other ministers, MPs and local government. 
There is a list on both web sites.  A large 
number of posters have been generously 
donated and put up around the parish and they 
are also available to print from the web sites. 
Our MP John Howell organised a very useful 
meeting for local Parish Councillors in our 
village hall with Iain Stewart MP for Milton 
Keynes and Government champion for the 
Oxford-Milton Keynes-Cambridge Arc.  He 
has written  the Government response to the 
National Infrastructure Commission [NIC] 
recommendations.  Chris Grayling, Minister of 
State for Transport will be making the decision 
on which Corridor, probably in June, with an 
announcement in July.  So please sign the 
petition and ask others to do so and write to 
the ministers, MPs etc.   
The next stage will then be to go to public 
consultation on the specific route with a 
decision announcement in Autumn 2020.    

NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN – PRE-SUBMISSION PUBLIC 
CONSULTATION 
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
would like to thank all those who have 
responded to the survey.  There were 77 
statutory consultees of which a small number 
responded, 18 general responses and 5 from the 
residents of New Road. 
As a point of clarification SODC planning 
have already defined the village boundary, 
without any consultation and are reluctant to 
share the information on where it is but do use 
their boundaries in appraising planning 
applications.  At present the SODC village 
boundary goes down Woodperrry Road and 
behind the gardens of the houses along it.  This 
means that infilling is confined to this area.     
The Steering Group are now working with a 
very experienced planning consultant to look at 
all the options in light of the responses that 
have been received.   Ginette Camps-Walsh 
Beckley and Stowood Parish Council Web 
site - http://www.beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk/2 

mailto:clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk
https://www.fixmystreet.com/
http://www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk/


LATEST NEWS: ABINGDON ARMS 
NAMED BEST COMMUNITY PUB 
IN COUNTRY IN 2018 SAWDAYS 
PUB GUIDE !  

CONGRATULATIONS TO AIMEE, 
TOM, JOE - AND ALL WHO SO 
GENEROUSLY CONTRIBUTE 
THEIR TIME AND TALENT 

NEWS FROM ABINGDON ARMS 
All of us at the Abingdon Arms have been 
basking in the last month’s wonderful sunny 
weather as the pub really comes into its own.  
As we get started with our plans for sprucing 
up the top terrace and garden, we have been 
welcoming lots of faces, old and new, who 
have come to enjoy the good food and fabulous 
views from the terrace.   
We’ve had some changes with the season and 
not just to our menu.  Our lovely manager, 
Stuart, has moved onto pastures new (although 
he is still coming back to the village to 
continue his shared responsibility of being 
Quiz Master Extraordinaire with Pete Burt).  
While we will all miss Stu very much, we are 
very lucky to welcome the new manager, Ben, 
to the Abingdon Arms.  Ben is a fabulous 
manager from Woodstock and has already 
made the role his own.  With his enthusiasm, 
inspired ideas and relaxed, welcoming 
character, I am very excited for the future.   
Do make sure you say hello and introduce 
yourselves to Ben if you have not done so 
already. 
Our first Bank Holiday Weekend went with a 
bang as people from far and wide came to 
enjoy dining on the terrace in the sunshine.   
On the Sunday we were very lucky to host the 
Irish band, Slainte, who were fantastic.  The 
pub was full and the atmosphere electric.  We 
look forward to having them back again in the 
future to complement our regular music nights 
on Sunday evenings. 

We have lots more events coming up too, as we 
put on our second mini festival, Beckfest, on 
Saturday 7th July.  We will be hosting more 
bands, a beer tasting, a raffle, a beautiful hog 
roast done in-house by Head Chef Joe, as well 
as lots of other fun things for all the family to 
enjoy.  Do pop in and have some fun with us.  
We will also be doing events and promotions 
throughout the summer, including Wimbledon 
and the World Cup – keep an eye on our 
website or promotions within the pub for more 
information. 

Another exciting event going on this summer 
will be the unveiling of a blue plaque on the 
pub honouring Evelyn Waugh.  We will be 
holding an Unveiling Ceremony on Saturday 
28th July followed by a Waugh Inspired Feast.  
Please ask in the pub for ticket information. 
I hope that this beautiful English Summer 
continues indefinitely and wish all of you the 
very best,               Aimee x 

FOB (Females of Beckley) now 
renamed WOBBLE (Women Of 
Beckley Big Lunch Event) 
Women of Beckley meet for lunch at the 
Abingdon Arms at 12.30pm on the first 
Tuesday of every month.  If you are interested 
in coming along please contact Sarah Smith 
(beckleysarah@gmail.com) so that she can 
book the right sized table.  If you would like to 
join us but need a lift to the pub please call or 
email              Sarah Smith 351332. 
                   beckleysarah@gmail.com. 

MOB 
Men of Beckley (MOB) meet informally for 
lunch at the Abingdon Arms at 12.30pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month. If you have the 
technology please email Steve Smith 
(barkbeetles@gmail.com) so that he can let 
Aimee know roughly how many to expect but 
otherwise just turn up on the day. 

mailto:beckleysarah@gmail.com
mailto:beckleysarah@gmail.com
mailto:barkbeetles@gmail.com


Beckley & Area Community Benefit 
Society Ltd 

‘More than a Pub’ Programme  
  at The Abingdon Arms 

Literary / poetry programme – 
Sunday evenings (6.30 or 7.00 to 
8.30pm)     Confirmed meetings: 
‘Authors and poets of Beckley and the 
surrounding area’   

03 June:  Stanza 2 poetry group, Oxford   - 
Poetry evening 

24 June:  Prof Robert Hewison, Lancaster 
University  - Illustrated talk:   ‘John Ruskin 
and the Argument of the Eye’   

28 July: Unveiling of blue plaque to 
commemorate Evelyn Waugh’s association 
with The Abingdon Arms, to be followed by 
a ‘Big Feast’. Details tbc. 

02 September:    Tony Strong  – 
‘Psychological thrillers: J P Delaney (aka 
Tony Strong) discusses his most recent books’ 

28 October:    Ursula Buchan –    ‘John 
Buchan’ 

25 November:   Dr Franziska Kohlt, Oxford 
University / Editor of The Lewis Carroll 
Review – ‘Lewis Carroll’ 

27 January 2019:  Dr Tara Stubbs, Oxford 
University – ‘W B Yeats’ 
Further information from BACBS website:  
bacbs.org/events  or  info@bacbs.org 
  see back page for more on pub activities 

BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL 
UPDATE 
The Village Hall is now 99% up-and-running 
although the post-completion to-do list still 
runs to around 50 items.   The Parish Council 
last week submitted an application for an 
award to the Oxford Preservation Trust now 
that the Hall has matured, and the landscaping 
is largely complete.  We have a professional 
gardener (Robert Green) looking after the 

landscaping and Dave Drew has taken on the 
broader facilities management responsibilities. 

The range of activities is growing and our 
excellent Booking Secretary (Stuart Marshall) 
lists the categories of bookings over the past 
three months as follows 

Interest Groups:       17 hires; 53.5 hours 

Fitness Classes:       53 hires; 69.5 hours 

Other Village Hires: 16 hires; 94 hours 

Non-Village Hires:   13 hires; 89 hour 

Commercial Hires:   12 hires; 112.5 hours 

As well as the more commercial activities 
needed to keep the Hall financially viable, the 
activities include a growing list of events 
aimed directly at improving services to the 
village.  We are indebted to our interest groups 
for making the arrangements for these events 
and for the significant voluntary effort 
involved.  

We would like to make better use of the 
playing field.  This is in fact under the control 
of the Parish Council, and not the Hall Trust, 
but we work hand-in-glove with the PC and act 
as the PC’s letting agent for any such combined 
bookings.  We have turned down some 
opportunities that we felt would be too 
disruptive to the immediate neighbours and for 
events in which the majority of the participants 
would have been from outside of the village. 

The Hall is running with a modest surplus 
which reflects the aim of the Trust to support 
worthwhile village activities from income 
generated from a tightly controlled range of 
commercial lettings.   The first year’s accounts 
require auditing and when that is complete we 
will arrange and announce our first AGM for 
the new Hall where I am sure that the village 
will celebrate the decade of hard work by a 
succession of management Trustees and the 
Parish Council in producing this wonderful 
facility and all achieved with no increase to the 
rate precept.     
                         Geoff Mills   
                     mills_geoffrey@ymail.com 
                       

mailto:info@bacbs.org


       NEW ACTIVITY

!  

        JULY EVENT


� 


CONTINUING  AT VILLAGE HALL 

                                    TAI CHI 
Mondays 3-4 through June 18th, number to call 
is 07772 457 348  Isabelle Kandler 

                           YOGA 
Yoga continues on Monday evenings 7.30 - 9 
and is £54 for 6 sessions or £10 drop in.     
         hayley_lennard@hotmail.com 

                               BELLS 
                     Tuesdays 2-4:15   

                            PILATES 
Pilates classes continue on Tuesday mornings, 
Price is £6.50, but for Tuesday’s class, as it is 
term-time only, anyone who pays for the block 
gets one session free. 
            Kim Barresi      07918180392  
                kim.barresi@gmail.com 

                   FELDENKRAIS 
           Tuesdays 4:15-but call first to: 
            Joy Morris  07866 567 447  
         joy@the joyofmovement.co.uk 

              SENIOR CIRCUITS 
  Now Wednesdays 8:30-9:30 Price £10 per   
   session or £9 if paid monthly in advance  
            Carl Davis 01865 920460 
           carl@over60exercise.com 

                    ART GROUP 
               Fridays  9:30-12:30 

          NEXT  BARN DANCE  
        SATURDAY OCTOBER 6 

     PEGGY SEEGER CONCERT  
       BENEFIT SAVE OTMOOR    
     SATURDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 

SEE SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION 

Keep fit, have fun, meet new people

STARTS 
18 June 2018

Monday
10.30 am - 11.30 am

To book contact:
Conor Grogan on 07717 326660

conor.grogan@southandvale.gov.uk

Social Table Tennis 
Beckley Village Hall

£2 
per 

session

Are you 60+?  

Join us and participate in fun and friendly games, 
meet new people and learn new skills!

Teams will be allocated on the day and compete in 
the following games (seated or standing):

Vintage Village Games

•	Skittles
•	Ring Toss
•	New Age Bowls
•	New Age Curling

Beckley Village Hall 

Wednesday 18 July 2018
10.30 am - 12.30 pm
Cost £2 

All abilities welcome!

Booking essential:

conor.grogan@soutandvale.gov.uk
07717 326660

mailto:hayley_lennard@hotmail.com
mailto:kim.barresi@gmail.com
http://joyofmovement.co.uk
mailto:carl@over60exercise.com


BECKLEY CHURCH MEDIEVAL 
WALL PAINTINGS  

We need your help! 

Beckley church’s medieval wall paintings need 
cleaning (bat droppings and cobwebs are the 
principal culprits) and damaged areas of the 
paintings (time has taken its toll) need to be re-
attached and filled. The cost quoted by the 
conservators will be £2530 (inc. VAT).  
Scaffolding to reach the “Doom” and other 
higher paintings (see below) will also be 
required.  The overall amount we need to 
raise is £4,000. 

At the request of the PCC, the conservators 
(who had done some work on the paintings in 
1993) visited again in March this year and have 
made detailed recommendations on further 
conservation of these precious paintings. The 
proposed work would greatly enhance the 
appearance of the paintings, and also forestall 
further damage from dust and dirt. 

There are three main areas of painting, on the 
East and West walls of the Nave, and in the 
South aisle.  

Those in the South aisle which include the 
Virgin and Child, dating from late 13th or early 
14th century, on the south-west tower pier are 
particularly beautiful and especially significant 
in the whole range of medieval church 
decoration. 

The most visually prominent paintings are 
those on the East wall of the Nave. Over the 
tower arch is a rather terrifying representation 
(painted in the 14th century) of the Last 
Judgement (a “Doom”), with the dead rising 
from their graves, the 'just' ascending into 
Heaven, and the 'lost' being cast into the jaws 
of Hell. On the left side of the tower arch is St 
Peter holding the keys, and on the right St Paul 
holding a book and a sword. A section of an 
originally much larger 18th Century Royal 

Arms is painted over a blocked-in door or 
window in the tower wall above the arch. 

The west wall of the Nave shows a series of 
royal emblems and badges of several different 
periods, including three sets of Prince of Wales 
feathers dating from 1607, referring to Prince 
Henry, the eldest son of James I. 

If you don’t know the church, or have forgotten 
how splendid the paintings are, do visit the 
church, which is open all day, every day! 

If you can help towards the cost of conserving 
these wonderful paintings, please contact Susy 
Jepson, the PCC Treasurer, tel: 07920 
758484 or 351609, susy.jepson@gmail.com. 

If you would like to see the Conservators' 
detailed report, we can email it to you, or you 
are very welcome to come and look at the hard 
copy (contact Gina Robson, tel 351637, 
email gina.robson@virgin.net) 

 

mailto:gina.robson@virgin.net


Whole-School Music Day 
We held a celebration of music across the 
whole school. The company Sounds 
Roadshows visited and led a series of inspiring 
and highly engaging workshops for all of our 
classes. The theme of the morning was 
‘Recycled Sounds’ and was based on creating 
music with recycled instruments. The 
afternoon focused on Samba, with reference to 
the huge musical processions in Brazil.  

!  

Junior Citizens 
Year 6 took part in the highly acclaimed Junior 
Citizens programme, helping pupils know how 
to keep safe in everyday life. This involved a 
series of role play scenarios, such as making 
999 calls on a mobile. The children were 
encouraged to make decisions which they may 
face during a real life emergency.  

Easter-Egg Hunt 
In the face of rather damp conditions, the 
children very much enjoyed the annual Easter-
Egg hunt on the school field. In class groups, 
pupils found ceramic eggs, before exchanging 
them for chocolate eggs. Thank you to FOBS 
for organising this eggs-cellent event! 

SPORTS DAY FRIDAY    29 JUNE 
 9:30 AM WEATHER PERMITTING 
-   SCHOOL PLAYING FIELD, 
FOLLOWED BY FAMILY PICNIC 
   FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS  
                WELCOME.   

!  

HDTVs Installed 
Prowise 65-inch High Definition TVs were 
installed in EVERY classroom over the Easter 
break. The new screens are fully interactive, 
brighter and quieter, as well as being easier and 
cheaper to maintain. Children and staff have 
thoroughly enjoyed getting to know the 
incredible range of creative features, which 
will revolutionise teaching and learning in the 
school. 

!  

       

           LAST DAY OF TERM  

          WEDNESDAY 25 JULY 



VOLUNTEERING IN GHANA  
On Sunday 27th May I completed my 
sponsored triathlon (1.5km swim, 40km cycle, 
10km run) in just under 3 hours (2:57:57). 
Thank you so much to all those who donated 
towards this both on and off line. I’ve now 
raised over £5000 towards my target of £6200, 
so the end is in sight!  

I now know that I’ll be going to a boarding 
school called Father’s House in Tegbi in the 
Volta region of Ghana. I’ll be living on site, 
teaching Maths, English and Science, and 
helping out with extra-curricular activities and 
tutoring.   
I’ll be travelling out to Ghana in September. If 
you would still like to donate or would like 
more information, feel free to contact me.  I 
have a Virgin Money Giving page: 
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/ptgapyearabelea. 
              abe.lea.home@gmail.com 

!  

!  

    

  NOT GHANA BUT OLNEY! 

ANDREW PRITCHARD-KEENS, 
OUR VICAR 

Not everyone may have heard the news that 
Andrew, our Vicar, will be leaving us in August 
(for family reasons), to become Rector of the 
Church of  St Peter and St Paul in Olney. He 
and Fenella have been with us for six years and 
have become 'part of the scene'! We are 
immensely grateful for everything  they have 
done for these four parishes in their time here, 
and it goes without saying that  we shall be 
sorry to lose them.  

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/ptgapyearabelea
mailto:abe.lea.home@gmail.com


SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT 
COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT – 
The last year has been somewhat fraught with 
delays in producing our local plan. This has 
resulted in continual pressure locally for 
developers to be allowed to build on the green 
belt. Elsewhere in the district the lack of an up 
to date plan has meant that we could not 
demonstrate a five year land supply. 
Developers found it much easier to get 
permission even where the previous local plan 
would have denied it. Fortunately a 
combination of more houses being completed 
together with other councils being successful in 
court cases has rectified this.  We now have 5.4 
years supply and the immediate pressure is 
reduced.  The new leader of the council has 
written to the minister to ask for more time in 
drawing up a new plan. This means that the 
local proposed strategic sites are back in the 
frame and at least one more round of 
consultations will be needed. Fortunately the 
latest draft Government Policy on the Green 
Belt has strengthened the wording and the 
Government’s own calculations of housing 
need have reduced the numbers for SODC and 
Oxford City. So hopefully these delays will not 
cause problems. 

A new fleet of vehicles has been acquired to 
collect the rubbish and this has restored a 
regular service which had been disrupted by 
breakdowns, though the winter weather has not 
been helpful. We have retained our place as 
having the best recycling rate in the country, 
although stricter rules on contamination have 
reduced percentages for everyone. 

SODC has a very good record for ensuring that 
residents do not become homeless. There is a 
policy of intervening early in the process 
before a crisis occurs, the law is being revised 
to require other councils to take this approach. 
We are buying some houses to shelter those 
who are made homeless instead of using bed 
and breakfast or hostel places. 

For the coming year SODC has increased its 
council tax charge for the first time in nine 
years. The charge for a band D house has 

increased from £111.24 to £116.24, it remains 
below the level it was ten years ago. 

Currently the main worry is the Expressway 
which is proposed to go from Oxford to Milton 
Keynes and on to Cambridge. The routes 
proposed to the east of Oxford would all be 
more expensive and cause more environmental 
damage than those to the west, which would 
mainly involve the upgrading of existing roads. 
I have ensured that all the parishes have been 
kept informed and set up a meeting with them 
all.  I also encouraged parishes and other 
volunteers to make submissions to Highways 
England and the Transport Secretary. A 
decision is expected in Early July. Highways 
England have closed their consultations but it 
is not too late to write to the Transport 
Secretary or sign up to one of the petitions that 
are available.              John Walsh       
                     john.walsh@southoxon.gov.uk 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
I have enjoyed getting to know you and the 
parish in my first year as your County 
Councillor. I have worked hard on local issues, 
doing my best to represent you and resolve 
local concerns. 

One of my roles is as Chair of the Woodeaton 
Parish Liaison Committee. If any resident has 
complaints about mud on the roads from 
quarry lorries; notices lorries coming through 
the village; concerns about the speed of lorries; 
etc., please do get in contact directly with 
McKenna Environmental. They are keen to 
maintain good relationships with surrounding 
villages and take complaints seriously. 

Many residents in these villages have missed 
having regular bus services. In November, I 
submitted a motion to Full Council which 
passed unanimously, calling for public 
transport in our rural villages. Since then, there 
have been many meetings of the Bus Task & 
Finish Group as we explore options for 
bringing back our buses.  continued page 10 

mailto:john.walsh@southoxon.gov.uk


COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
CONTINUED 
I am grateful for the Otmoor Flyer team who 
keep the twice-a-week Comet service running, 
and I hope that we can have a daily service 
again soon. 
I have also been working with the Expressway 
Action Group to oppose the Oxford to 
Cambridge Expressway coming through our 
villages. Much of the proposed southern route 
of this major road is through Green Belt. Once 
Green Belt is destroyed, it is lost forever. I 
personally am not convinced of the need for 
this road, preferring investment in improving 
existing road infrastructure and rail networks. 

There have been local concerns on the loose 
stones and the kerbing on the High Street. I 
have met with a highway’s officer to survey 
this, and also to look at the condition of roads 
in the village. I am hopeful that works will be 
underway soon to remedy these situations. I am 
pleased that Highways replaced the grit bins 
after our meeting with them.     
                      Dr. Kirsten Johnson 
    County Councillor     Wheatley Division 
       kirsten.johnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 

FROM THE EDITOR 
 Once again, I have been over-whelmed with 
all the news needed to be shared, and all the 
help people have offered in getting it out.  My 
technical expertise still remains lacking… and 
I apologise for what I have been unable to 
promote to the extent it needs to be promoted. 

The threat of the Expressway is important!!  
Do not fail to get involved.  It is not just about 
“us”; it is about saving a precious heritage for 
future generations.  Many, many people in 
Beckley and the surrounding villages are 
taking time from their already busy lives to be 
involved in the protest.  Become aware.  Ask 
questions.  Do not rely on others to carry 
through with what needs to be the voice of the 
people (us!).     

Other Good News is the success of the pub, the  
extent of the use of the village hall, the 
continued concern for our 14th century church 
- and the involvement and outreach that is 
happening to more and more of the residents of 
our and surrounding villages.    

Next issue goes to press 1 September.  
       Ann Henman 01865 351492     
       annhenman@gmail.com 



BECKLEY ART BOX 

It’s all change at present! Mike Hobbs’ photos 
of southern France were replaced by publicity 
for The Otmoor Collective’s Arts Week display. 
This has been followed now by a display, 
created by Maeve Bayton, in support of our 
local campaign against the proposed S2 route 
of the Oxford-Cambriudge Expressway.  
We are always looking for offers for the next 
display. Would you like your work exhibited in 
this prime location in the centre of Beckley? 

Work will be undertaken shortly to repair the 
Art Box’s deteriorated door timbers and 
glazing. We will then have the box repainted.  
Mike Hobbs: mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 

BOOK GROUP   
Meets regularly every six weeks to discuss a 
variety of books.  June meeting is on the 8th at 
the Weinsteins and will probably happen before 
you get this.  The names of the books to be 
discussed at the next meeting can be  obtained 
from Chris Britten.  Everyone is welcome to 
join join in what is always a time of sharing 
and discussion.  Please contact Chris Britton 
for further inquiries.      
       christop.britton@btopenworld.com 

NOTES 

2018 SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 

June 17 - Beckley Open Day 

Jun20 - trip to Kelmscott Manaor 

September - Trip to Buscott Park 

October 6 - Ceilidh  

November  - Harvest Supper 

December - Christmas Dinner Pub 

As we have done in the past, different people 
volunteer to research and arrange the different 
activities.  If you would like to be kept 
informed  (be reminded?) when activities are 
taking place - or want to be told of new events 
as they emerge, please  contact 

            Judy Bushrod 01865 358506  
            judybushrod@gmail.com 

NOTES 

mailto:mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com
mailto:christop.britton@btopenworld.com
mailto:judybushrod@gmail.com


The Abingdon Arms: More than a Pub programme June 2018    

Friday 01 
June

COMMUNITY 
COFFEE MORNING

10.00 – 11.30am  
Coffee and biscuits £2, but espresso coffees and cake 
available too. Come along and meet old and new friends 
from all our villages.

Sunday 03 
June POETRY EVENING

6.30-8.30pm* 
Oxford’s Stanza 2 poetry group read their own poems and 
invite local poets to contribute. Further information from 
Mike Hobbs: mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com

Tuesday 5 
June

WOMEN OF 
BECKLEY LUNCH

12.30pm  
Contact Sarah Smith for more information: 
beckleysarah@gmail.com    Women from other villages? -
you are invited to arrange your own event at The Abingdon 
Arms.

Wednesday 6 
June

MEN OF BECKLEY 
LUNCH

12.30pm  
Contact Steve Smith for more information: 
barkbeetles@gmail.com       Men from other villages? -you 
are invited to arrange your own event at The Abingdon 
Arms.

Thursday 07 
June

CHILDREN’S 
AFTER-SCHOOL 
ACTIVITY CAFÉ

3.30-4.30pm 
Primarily for pupils of Beckley Primary School. Finger 
knitting: charge for materials tbc. Sign up with Aimee 
Butterfield – aimeebutts1@yahoo.co.uk  or text 07834 
533177.

Tuesday 12 
June TABLE GAMES 

2.30-4.30pm 
Games may include Scrabble, backgammon, chess, Mah 
Jong.  Bring along your games set and friends. With 
apologies for delay, session will move to 3rd Tuesday in July.

COMMUNITY 
WALK 

There will be no organised walk in June. The next 
community walk, which will explore the potential route of 
the proposed S2 Expressway, will be on Saturday 14the 
July.

Sunday 17 
June

JAZZ, THE 
SUNDAY SESSION

6.30 – 8.30pm*  
Frank Harrison (keyboards), Mark Hodgson (bass), Mark 
Doffman (drums). Cool sounds, warm welcome!

Sunday 24 
June

LITERARY 
MEETING

7.00 - 8.30pm 
Prof Robert Hewison, Lancaster University – Illustrated 
talk:  ‘John Ruskin and the Argument of the Eye’

OTHER COMMUNITY EVENTS

Wednesday 6 
June, 7.30pm Pub Quiz at The Abingdon Arms

Wednesday 
13 June, 
7.00pm

Woodeaton Talks 
Ethics of Artificial Intelligence; Himalayan journeys; Placebo effect. At Church 
of the Holyrood, Woodeaton. £10, in aid of Church restoration fund.

Sunday 17 
June, 2-6pm

Beckley Open Day  Open gardens, stalls, refreshments. Adults £6, in aid of 
Beckley Church.
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