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NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL  
ISLIP BRIDGE  
Oxfordshire County Council (“OCC”) has a 
consultation on making the Islip Bridge on the 
B4027 single-track with a pavement and 3-way 
traffic lights.  This is because the bridge has 
become weak and will cost £5 million to repair.   
However, this is the vital main route for us and 
surrounding villages to the A34, M40 and 
villages to the north west.  In 2019, OCC 
figures show a daily traffic flow of 5,800 
vehicles per day near Islip on the B4027.  
Many commuters use this route.    
The only other route is the Oxford Ring Road 
which is already near capacity with long 
queues and delays at peak times.  !Connecting 
Oxford’ also" proposes to close the Marston 
Ferry Road to all traffic apart from buses, at 
peak times, and not allow traffic to cross 
Oxford.  These measures and any ‘bus gates’"in 
Oxford will significantly increase traffic 
queues on the Ring Road.  The developments 
around the Ring Road of Barton Park, Land 
North of Bayswater Brook, Northfields and 
Grenoble Road will also exacerbate traffic.  
There has apparently been no traffic modelling 
for making the Islip Bridge single track, but 
when the bridge was closed in 2018 for 
roadworks, queues were exceedingly long at 
peak times. From the south, queues reached 
from Islip to near the Elsfield and Common 
Road turnings on the B4027 and north on to 
the A34.  OCC does claim that permanent 
traffic lights would be more efficient.  The Islip 
Bridge is a vital route for us and there is a good 
case that the bridge should be repaired, as it is 
the only viable route for us north west to the 

A34 and M40.    Please respond to the 
consultation with your views – deadline 11 

June  
https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
IslipBridgeTrafficSignals/consultationHome 

or by e-mail to 
Christian.Mauz@Oxfordshire.gov.uk  

 Please also let the local County Councillor, 
Tim Bearder, know your views.  He is Cabinet 
Member for Highways Maintenance 
tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

SODC LOCAL PLAN  
LEGAL CHALLENGE 
Statement from SODC: #Bioabundance CIC 
has made an application to the Court of Appeal 
seeking to overturn the 29 April High Court 
decision … to refuse permission to proceed 
with an application for judicial review against 
the council$s decision to adopt the Local Plan 
2035. Permission having previously been 
declined … on 30 March.  The council now 
awaits notification from the Court of Appeal of 
any future step.” 

LAND NORTH OF BAYSWATER BROOK 
(LnBB) 
The site promoters for LnBB (Christ Church, 
Pegasus, Dorchester Residential) are planning 
to set up a liaison committee for local 
residents.  They have issued a number of 
detailed documents and reports that will 
support their planning application.  The links to 
these are being put on the Beckley web site.  
They include a detailed report on the 
archaeological evaluation, flooding etc.   
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They are currently undertaking a new transport 
infrastructure modelling report overseen by the 
County Council for the !low car policy$"which 
should include alleviation schemes. 
Our local parish group queried the timing and 
co-ordination of the masterplan and planning 
applications for LnBB with the SODC 
Planning Officer, since there are two separately 
owned sites within the development – Lower 
Elsfield & Wick Farm, and Bayswater Farm.  
The total housing numbers of 1,100 are for 
both parts of the site, but specific numbers are 
not allocated to each.  The response from the 
Planning Officer was concerning as he stated 
that 1,100 was a minimum.  In the Camargue 
presentations the site promoters for the Lower 
Elsfield & Wick Farm part were pressing for 
1,600 dwellings on that part of the site alone.  
The SODC Local Plan has between 5-8,000 
homes in excess of the local housing need, 
including the SODC portion of Oxford$s 
‘unmet’ housing need. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  
The Neighbourhood Plan has been submitted to 
SODC for review and they have informed the 
NP team that a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment is required, even though there is no 
development in the Plan.  A quotation is being 
prepared by a specialist consultant to carry this 
out and a grant for this work will be sought 
from Locality. 

FIREWORKS SATURDAY  
6 NOVEMBER 
A date for your diary - We intend, as 
previously, to have a fireworks display with a 
bonfire and refreshments, subject to 
COVID-19 restrictions at the time.  More 
details to follow. 

Ginette Camps-Walsh 
Beckley and Stowood Parish Council Web 
site - http://www.beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk/  

Parish Council contact - Sue Cox Parish 
Clerk - clerk@beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk  or 01865 351415 

POTENTIAL BECKLEY BUS STOP 
There are currently some negotiations (nearly 
there) between Stagecoach, Oxford County 
Council and Thames Valley Police to try and 
get the H5 bus to stop where most convenient 
for Beckley residents. The H5 runs from the JR 
to Bicester, running up the Bayswater Road 
from the Green Road roundabout, turning left 
onto the B4027 to Islip, and hence passing the 
southern end of New Inn Road and Horton 
Road. We are hoping for a request stop near 
New Inn Road. 
The H5 runs roughly every hour and would be 
useful for Headington, the JR, Islip (railway 
station and surgery) and Bicester. The route is 
slightly different returning to the JR, so look at 
the map (https://bustimes.org/services/h5-
headington-bicester#map ) which also shows 
where the bus(es) are in real time. It is a shame 
it cannot be deviated into the village (yet!), but 
hopefully it will be useful for some, especially 
those living at the south end of New Inn Road, 
and Horton Road. The H5 is usually by no 
means full.     John Stradling 
(john.r.stradling@gmail.com,  01865351623) 

NEW BECKLEY GARDEN TABLE

Have you got excess garden produce or plants? 
There is now a table just inside the lychgate in 
the churchyard where you can leave any extras 
from your garden –– seedlings, plants, fruit, 
vegetables or even jams & chutneys — and 
pick up other produce you fancy! If you do, 
donations would be gratefully received to help 
maintain our beautiful church. 
                  Georgina Matthews     
        Grove Barn • Beckley • OX3 9US 
          O7941 543709    01865 351808 
           georgina.matthews@me.com 

NO EXPRESSWAY GROUP 
The expressway has been officially cancelled, 
but the campaign against Westminster’s top-
down planning and exploitation continues.  
Visit noexpresswaygroup.org to read NEG  
and its partners’ continuing activities and 
communication.           Ann Henman   
                           annhenman@gmail.com 
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BECKLEY COMMUNITY 
ORCHARD 
Another frustrating six months have passed 
since my last update. Group activities were 
suspended over the winter but essential 
maintenance such as mowing paths and tree 
pruning have continued and the Orchard 
remains an attractive place to visit. 

 

We had to cancel January’s Wassail event; a 
tragedy as this is the most popular event in our 
calendar with up to 50 people gathering to 
carouse the trees and ensure a good harvest in 
the coming year. We felt that a gathering 
restricted to six people would be a poor 
imitation of the real thing. 

As the lockdown eased in April, we held two 
working parties, invitation only I am afraid, 
restricted to six people. We started removing 
the timber cages from older trees; this will 
promote tree growth and improve the look of 
the Orchard. Four trees completed, only 
another thirty to go! This will be our main task 
when full working parties start (hopefully in 
July, assuming that the lockdown really does 
end on 21 June.  

When working parties resume, we will have a 
range of tasks suitable for all skill levels from 
General – weeding, raking, removing tree 
guards to Technical – constructing benches 
using timber recycled from tree cages to the 
Frankly Messy – clearing ditches (see photo)  

 

 
Our main task of course will be to organise the 
Annual General Meeting delayed from March 
2020. As soon as lockdown is declared over, 
we will make suitable arrangements for this. 
Matthew Pether 
mattpether@btinternet.com 
If you wish to join our group please contact 
tom@tomnorman.co.uky 

IMPORTANT 
To keep current on community activities sign 
up to the Beckley email list by contacting  
Judy Bushrod Judybushrod@gmail.com 
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N E W H E A D T E A C H E R F O R 
BECKLEY SCHOOL 
You may have heard already that there's been a 
change at the top of Beckley School:  Mark 
Szortowski left at Easter to take up a new post 
at Edith Moorhouse Primary School in 
Carterton.  It is a bigger school than ours, and 
needed someone in post quickly.  Beckley was 
Mark's first headship and he led our school 
through some important stages, working hard 
to establish firm foundations for future 
developments.  Due to Covid restrictions, we 
couldn't organise a grand send-off before he 
left, but we hope to invite Mark back for a 
leaving celebration when gatherings are 
permitted.  Meanwhile, everyone at school 
wishes him good luck and we all send a great 
big thank you for all he did.      
As soon as Mark announced his departure, 
governors of Beckley School started the 
recruitment process for a new Headteacher.  A 
change of Head is an opportunity to take stock 
and to think about how to build on the school$s 
strengths with fresh options for going forward.  
We consulted staff, pupils and parents to help 
guide our preparations and we worked 
throughout with our advisers at River Learning 
Trust and the Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Education who were represented on the 
Appointment Panel.  Staff and pupils at the 
school supported the Panel with elements of 
the recruitment process - although everything 
had to be more !remote$" than usual due to 
Covid requirements. 
After an extensive process, governors are 
delighted to have appointed Miss Rhiannon 
Wilkie as our new Headteacher.  Miss Wilkie 
has experience of teaching and senior 
leadership at several primary schools in Oxford 
and the county.  She sees what is special about 
Beckley School and recognises the exciting 
potential for further improvement and 
development.  She will join the school in 
September 2021, but intends to visit the school 
when possible before then to familiarise herself 
with how things work.  We are looking forward 
to welcoming Miss Wilkie to our school. 

In the meant ime, inter im leadership 
arrangements remain in place and Katherine 
Spencer of RLT will continue with Beckley 
School until the end of this academic year. We 
will make every effort to ensure a smooth 
handover and we hope that, as Covid 
restrictions ease, there may be opportunities for 
members of the school community to meet and 
welcome Miss Wilkie when she visits the 
school. 
Kate Kelly Chair of Governors 

WORDS FROM THE VICAR 
It has been joyous in May being back in 
Beckley Church (and indeed now in all 
Churches in the Four Parishes Benefice), 
whilst remembering that we, the body, are the 
Church, not the Church buildings, wonderful as 
they all are. It has been great meeting on the 
Zoom platform for the many different services, 
during the pandemic as we have kept safe. We 
have made friends across the Benefice, but we 
have also missed those either unable or not 
choosing to join us, but pleased to welcome 
those unable normally to join us in the Church 
building. 
As we return to meeting again in Church, and 
as we look to the future, coming out of 
Lockdown, I would love to hear from villagers 
of your hopes, thoughts, and ideas for the 
Church here in Beckley. Please do get in touch. 
As restrictions lift, I very much look forward to 
meeting more of you. Arriving in the 
community in the middle of a pandemic has 
not been an ideal start in enabling me to get to 
know you all, and I very much look forward to 
doing so in the coming weeks and months. 

With love and prayers. Keep safe.God bless 
AntheaBeresford Vicar of Beckley, Forest 
Hill, Horton-cum-Studley and Stanton St 
John Benefice     Four Parishes Benefice  
anthea@fourparishes.org.uk 01865 351839 
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCH 
CHURCH OPENING 
The church continues to be open on 
Wednesdays and Sundays, from 10.30 am until 
4pm, and, will, we hope, be fully open again 
on 21 June. 

CHURCH SERVICES 
With the easing of lockdown, services have 
resumed in the church. At present, services are 
at 9.30am on the first 3 Sundays of the month, 
with a Zoom service at 11am on the 2nd 
Sunday from the Vicarage, as there are people 
who do not feel ready, or are unable to come to 
live services. On the 4th Sunday there is a 
service at Stanton St John church at 10am for 
the whole Benefice.  Iona services are at 6pm 
in church on the 3rd Sunday. 
Full details of the services are in the monthly 
4Parishes magazine, and will be on the church 
notice board. 
If you would like to join the Zoom services, 
please get in touch with Anthea, our vicar. 
Contact details above. 

FUND RAISING 
We had hoped to hold a small interim Open 
Gardens this year, since we were unable to 
hold one last year, but for various reasons this 
has not proved to be possible. The biennial 
Open Gardens will therefore resume – as usual 
– next year.  
We do however need to raise funds towards, in 
particular, the repair of the church roof, 
scheduled to start in September (which is the 
first opportunity we have to do the work 
without disturbing the bats).  The cost of the 
repairs will be approximately £25,000.  As the 
COVID situation improves, we hope to be able 
to arrange some fundraising events, and would 
be grateful for ideas for any novel way in 
which to raise funds!     Susy Jepson   
    susy.jepson@gmail.com    07920 758484    
        Gina Robson gina.robson@virgin.net 

BECKLEY ART GROUP 
Beckley Art Group is meeting once again in the 
village hall on a Friday morning. Since March 
last year, apart from a brief spell back in the 
hall in September and early October, we have 
only been able to meet each Friday on Zoom. 
This provided continuing support and 
inspiration for continued activity, although we 
all missed the camaraderie of painting together 
in the amazing space of the village hall. 
However, the weekly %challenges’ did provoke 
some excellent artwork and many of us moved 
very much outside our comfort zones!  
We recently exhibited the group$s work on a 
rotating basis over 7 weeks in the Stanton St 
John shop, and thanks to Rowan for that 
opportunity. There was much positive 
feedback, and a number of paintings were sold. 
The Art Group has also taken over running 
Tate Beckley (AKA the phone box in the high 
street) and is rotating paintings here as well. 
Finally, Suzy at The Abingdon Arms has very 
kindly allowed the Art Group to take over the 
end wall in the old barn area of the pub.  
You do not have to be a member of the Art 
Group to hang a painting, just let me know if 
interested (see below). In the pub we have 
installed a similar hanging system to that in the 
village hall, so that paintings of any size and 
shape can be hung without having to keep 
hammering in differently placed picture hooks. 
Some of these paintings may be for sale, so 
grab the opportunity to pick up a masterpiece! 
If you would like to join the Art Group, we 
have spaces (see below).  
All abilities and experience are represented in 
the group, and beginners are more than 
welcome, and coming at 11:00 for coffee is a 
good way to meet us all initially. 
                             John Stradling  
               john.r.stradling@gmail.com,  
                             01865351623 
              or see https://beckleyart.com) 
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BECKLEY AND AREA 
COMMUNITY BENEFIT SOCIETY. 
HTTPS://BACBS.ORG/  
THE ABINGDON ARMS 
The Abingdon Arms is fully open after a very 
long wait! Again, many thanks to Suzy, Alex 
and team for staying the course and making 
sure that The Abingdon Arms is again a 
welcoming focus in the village. Despite the 
first five weeks having to be outside, the pub 
has been busy with lots of diners and drinkers 
braving the cold weather under canvas! The 
menu remains innovative and varied (https://
www.theabingdonarms.co.uk/menus ). In 
addition, they are still offering picnic baskets 
for consumption in their garden or elsewhere. 
We look forward to a fantastic summer of lazy 
afternoons in the pub and its garden. We are 
currently investigating ideas and quotes for 
wheelchair access to the garden from the car 
park, so everyone can enjoy this amenity. 
The COVID rules currently are:  
Groups of six, or two households/bubbles of 

any size, can meet indoors, table 
service only. Remain seated and wear a 
mask when entering or leaving or going 
to the toilets. Social distancing of 1 
metre still currently in place. 

Outside – groups seated outside may have up 
to 30 people. 

Every customer aged16 and over must check in 
with NHS test and trace or provide 
contact details. 

Takeaway pints allowed. 
Hopefully, these restrictions will be relaxed on 
21 June. 
ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING POINT AT 
THE ABINGDON ARMS 
The EV charger in the pub car park has been 
installed and is available for use.  To use it you 
need first to download the Vendelectric app for 
your phone (https://vendelectric.com/app) 
and then payment can be made by credit/debit 
card. 
GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME – serving 
Beckley, Elsfield, Stanton, Forest Hill, 

Woodeaton. (Noke, Islip and Horton have their 
own schemes). 
This scheme is still operating, albeit at a low 
level, to give lifts to those with no other 
transport: taking people for their vaccinations, 
collecting items from surgeries, and Stanton 
village shop etc., as well as lifts to the Barton/
Green Road roundabout where buses into 
Headington and central Oxford are frequent. 
We should be able to collect take-aways from 
The Abingdon Arms. To make a request, ring 
either 07514 791919 (answerphone if no 
answer) or email  
     BACBSgoodneighbour@gmail.com.  

Given COVID issues, both driver and client 
need to be satisfied with both parties wearing 
masks and having open car windows.  
If you know of anyone who might need help, 
and perhaps does not know this service exists, 
please do let them know. 

MORE THAN A PUB PROGRAMME. 
https://bacbs.org/events 
May 17th onwards, we hope, sees the return of 
live, indoor events in the pub.  We are very 
excited about that, though appreciate some 
may still be a little nervous of crowds indoors.  
So the talks will also still take place on Zoom, 
although we strongly encourage those that can 
to support the events in person – for the sake of 
the speakers, our social wellbeing, and of 
course because we want to support the pub in 
every way we can. 

THE ABINGDON ARMS PUB QUIZ 
We are deeply grateful to Andreea Melania of 
Woodeaton who took the initiative to organise 
Zoom quizzes during the pandemic and ran 
most of them herself.  It was a huge amount of 
work  –  and huge fun for its many participants.  
Thank you, Andreea. 
On Wednesday 2 June at 7.30 pm, the quiz is 
back home in the pub, generously hosted by 
Peter Burt, and will continue regularly on the 
first Wednesday of every month.  Suzy has 
kindly reserved the whole bar area for the quiz, 
but as we are only allowed a maximum of six 
people, seated, per table, you will need to 
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arrive in good time to secure your place.  First 
come, first served!  
SUNDAY EVENING TALKS 
May$s talk, 'Saving Elephants in West Africa' 
was delivered by Dr Susan Canney, a Research 
Associate at Oxford University's Department 
of Zoology and Director of the Mali Elephant 
Project. Susan spoke about her work with 
desert-adapted elephants in the Sahel of Mali, 
threatened by vanishing food and water 
resources and by increasing human contact, 
including poaching.  She explained how 
discussion of the elephants' plight with local 
people, and with the more distant owners of 
vast cattle herds competing with the elephants 
for water and destructive of their habitat, has 
resulted in environmental protection, new 
employment, and effective monitoring and 
protection of the elephants by local people. 
Susan stated that her principal aim is to find 
ways in which humans and nature can thrive 
together and it seemed evident from her talk 
that her imaginative, sensitive, persistent 
leadership is bearing fruit, along with a great 
talent for raising money for the project. 
Upcoming talks 
We are hoping that these will be the first live 
talks in the pub this year, and we urge you to 
support the pub by attending in person.  We are 
planning to Zoom them as well, as a 
transitional arrangement. For Zoom access 
details, please go to https://bacbs.org/events.   

ABOUT JENGA  Sunday 27 June 6:30pm 
A talk by Leslie Scott, designer of Jenga and 
many other games 
Leslie Scott was born and raised in Africa, and 
educated in Kenya, Sierra Leone, and England.  
One of the world’s few professional board 
game designers, she is the creator of the 
blockbuster game Jenga and a founder-director 
of Oxford Games Ltd.  When not based at the 
Mpala Research Centre, a 50,000acre wildlife 
conservancy in northern Kenya, Leslie and her 
zoologist husband live on their own small 
wildlife haven, a 100 acre farm on the edge of 
Otmoor. 

M A R L B O R O U G H ’ S B L E N H E I M 
CAMPAIGN OF 1704 Sunday 11 July 6:30m 
A talk by Tim King, retired soldier of 30 years’ 
service and serious mountaineer, and resident 
of Beckley.  At Sandhurst, cadets were taught 
military history as a way of making them 
understand the basic principles of warfare.  
Those early years started a life-long interest in 
military history and the psychology of military 
command.  When the childless Carlos II of 
Spain died in 1700, the Sun King, Louis XIV 
had to decide whether to accept the throne of 
Spain and its possessions for his grandson 
Philip, or allow the Austrian empire to have it 
instead.  Either option would upset the balance 
of power in Europe, so war followed 
immediately. 
The War of the Spanish Succession lasted from 
170l to 1714.  It pitted France and Spain 
against The Grand Alliance that included 
England, Austria, and Holland.  Louis XIV’s 
armies were huge and hard to beat.  The 
campaign of 1704 culminated in the Battle of 
Blenheim and the story of how two men 
proved that the French were not invincible. 
If you would like to watch previous Sunday 
evening talks, please email Adrian Hampshire 
at info@bacbs.org with your request.   
There will be no pub talk in August, but we 
will resume with talks by two Horton-cum-
Studley residents, the painter and sculptor 
Nicholas Mynheer in September, and Susan 
Burge on “Plants, Magic, and Medicine” in 
October.   
MAPS OF LOCAL ROUTES. https://
bacbs.org/local-information  
The folding map and booklet of walks in the 
area are still available. These are available on 
the BACBS website or, for carrying whilst 
walking, the !hard copies$"are for sale from The 
Abingdon Arms, and the Stanton and Islip 
shops. The map showing the routes is also on 
the BACBS board outside the pub and can be 
photographed if your hard copy has been 
forgotten.  Cathy Davies and John Stradling 

https://bacbs.org/events
mailto:info@bacbs.org
https://bacbs.org/local-information
https://bacbs.org/local-information


WOMEN OF BECKLEY LUNCH 
All women of Beckley are invited to enjoy 
lunch at the Abingdon Arms on the first 
Tuesday of the month beginning at 12:30pm. 
Please contact Sarah Smith at 
beckleysarah@gmail.com if you would like to 
join in.  Transportation can be arranged. 

MEN OF BECKLEY (MOB) LUNCH 
Men of Beckley are invited to enjoy lunch at 
the Abingdon Arms on the first Wednesday of 
the month beginning at 12:30pm.  Contact 
Steve Smith at barkbeetles@gmail.com if you 
would like to join in.  Transportation can be 
arranged. 

BECKLEY BOOK GROUP 
The Book Group met on 28 May in the 
Stradlings’ garden to discuss Fake Law by The 
Secret Barrister, a hugely readable and 
informative book on current and past legal 
issues affecting us all; a Must Read. The 
second book, Miss Smilla's Feeling for Snow 
by Peter Hoeg had a much more mixed 
reception. Although there were some lovely 
turns of phrase and descriptions, we mostly felt 
it was much too long and initially confusing, 
although it might make a good film, which it 
did! 
The two books for our next meeting in 5 weeks 
are: Where My Heart Used to Beat by 
Sebastian Faulkes, and The Boy who 
Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba. 
The first is a novel about an English doctor 
confronting events which resulted in him 
becoming a psychiatrist, after losing the love of 
his life in Italy in the Second World War. He is 
helped by an elderly French doctor and his 
extended family. The second is the true story of 
a 13 year-old boy who had to drop out of 
school after his family lost their money due to 
a crippling famine. He frequented the local 
library to continue his education and 
discovered a love for electronics. He created a 
makeshift wind turbine to supply his and his 
local village's needs. This was made into an 
acclaimed film in 2019. 

Do join us on Friday 2 July at 3.30pm in the 
garden at The Ridings, High Street, Beckley. 
Helen Stradling 
helen.mcbeath@doctors.org. 

ACTIVITIES IN THE BEGINNING 
STAGE 
Change is a part of life, and some activities that 
used to happen pre-covid are now being 
accessed in other ways.  
Yet there are other activities that could be 
brought in:  dancing, tai chi, seated aerobics, 
travelogues, and even another Panto! 
Put on your thinking cap, talk to friends, find 
out what is happening in other villages, or what 
your neighbours in Beckley have always 
wanted to try -  and give me a call or email.  
.                         Ann Henman 
   annhenman@gmail.com    01865 351 492 
P.S. As strange as it seems, there is even money 
available for start-up expenses for new 
activities. 
EDITOR’S COMMENTS - 
A VERY BIG THANK YOU  
Once again I have been over-whelmed by the 
generosity and talent of neighbours and friends 
who contribute to the writing, compiling, and 
distribution of our four times a year parish 
newsletter.  This does not happen in every 
village.  Thank you one and all.  You are 
FANTASTIC.!  And a BIG thank you to Jayne 
Todd for her continued work on village history. 

The next newsletter is scheduled for 
distribution the first week end in September.  
Hopefully, covid restrictions will have been 
lifted and life in Beckley and the surrounding 
villages will be back to normal - be it a “new 
normal” that incorporates discoveries and 
innovations from our lock-down(s) and their 
accompanying phases.     
Please send articles, pictures, and ideas by 20 
August to   Ann Henman     
                   annhenman@gmail.com   
                   01865 351 492 
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BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL 
The Hall is now back in commission, albeit 
with some continuing restrictions in line with 
Government guidelines.  We hope these will be 
lifted from 21 June but hirers will be advised to 
be sensible in continuing to take reasonable 
precautions. Our new Booking Secretary, Tim 
Pullen, has taken over from Stuart Marshall 
who is focusing on further professional 
development -and we wish him well in his new 
career.   Our cleaner, Jackie, was hard hit by 
Covid and spent months in intensive care, but 
is now back home with a long recovery ahead.   
Nathalie Soanes, our Facility Manager, has 
done a sterling job throughout the pandemic 
looking after the Hall and covering cleaning in 
Jackie's absence.  Crucially our finances 
remain in the black due to prudent 
management, continuing income from the 150 
Club, and financial support from SODC when 
we were locked down. Geoffrey Mills  
<mills_geoffrey@ymail.com> 
BVH Website: beckleyvillagehall.org 
Summer Community Activities BVH   
(as of 1 June, 2021) 
Table Tennis 10-11 am Mondays   
Alison Kealy 01865 358 714  
aok5000@yahoo.co.uk 

Pilates 9:15 am Tuesdays June & July 
Kim Barresi@gmail.com 
Art Club 9:30am - 1pm Fridays 
John Stradling 
John.Stradling@ouh.nhs.uk 
Sports Day 10 July  
Dave Drew   
davidrogerdrew@gmail.com 
Oxford Guild of Weavers, Spinners, & 
Dyers 10am-4pm 3rd Saturdays (beginning 
17 July)  

COMPUTER LAB 
A six session workshop on computer skills will 
be available this summer at the hall.   Please 
contact Ann Henman 01865 351 492 
annhenman@gmail.com to register or for 
more information. Covid restrictions will apply.   

BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL 150 CLUB 
We are now looking for your support for the 
Village Hall 150 club for the year starting in 
June. Thank you for your past support.  150 
Club funds have gone towards funding 
additions to the hall, e.g. the new audio and 
sound system, and in the coming year funds 
will support the purchase of a new defibrillator. 

We have revised the value of shares this year in 
line with the prize fund.  Many thanks to Suzy 
and her team at The Abingdon Arms for 
offering meal vouchers as prizes. Over 45% of 
the annual income is distributed to contributors 
through the monthly draw, held in The 
Abingdon Arms on the last Friday of each 
month at 7pm.      Dave Drew 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FOR THE 
BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL 150 CLUB 
FOR 12 MONTHS. 
(The rules of the Club can be viewed at the 
home of Dave Drew) 
Signed………………………………………… 
Name………………………………………… 
Address………………………………………
………………………………………………… 
Tel: ..................................................................... 
Email …………………………………………. 
Number of Shares (£15 each) or buy 4 & get 
one free. Cash ( ) Cheque ( ) BACS ( ) 
Payment by BACS is preferred: Beckley 
Village Hall 150 Club Sort Code:20-65-21 
Account Number 50157430 
Payment Reference: -Your Name. 

Please advise Dave Drew by e mail if using 
BACS davidrogerdrew@gmail.com 

Cheques payable to Beckley Village Hall 150 
Club to:Dave Drew. Pond View, Woodperry 
Road, Beckley OX3 9UZ Tel- 07734911440  

mailto:annhenman@gmail.com
mailto:davidrogerdrew@gmail.com


VILLAGE HISTORY 
In our last issue we began sharing excerpts 
from the 1964 award-winning scrapbook of the 
Beckley WI (Women’s Institute). Among those 
who enjoyed this peek into the past was Peter 
Watts of Wick Farm, who had grown up in 
Beckley and was a part of several of the 
activities mentioned.  We continue with…. 

Appreciation of the natural world 
A real appreciation and love of the natural 
environment is a theme throughout the 
scrapbook.  Problems noted which continue in 
2021 include loss of habitat and disappearance 
of rare wild flowers such as the ‘blue 
cornflower, bee orchids, green winged orchids 
and wild columbine’. The scrapbook notes that 
the severe winter of 1962/63 had significantly 
affected bird life, although a large number of 
species are still regular visitors. ‘The rabbit 
population has been decimated due to 
Myxomatosis in the 1950s, but populations 
were recovering, and hares too were returning 
to the fields. Foxes and grey squirrels remained 
plentiful but badgers, weasels and stoats had 
become a rarity.’ Deer too were also 
uncommon (although they seem to have re-
established themselves since then).  It was 
noted that a large colony of feral cats had 
established itself on the ‘outskirts of Beckley’. 

Focus for Village Life 
Traditional focuses for village life in 1948 and 
1964 were (and still are) the pub, the church, 
the village hall, and the school. with the pub a 
constant of Beckley village life for centuries. 

 
The church had been a cornerstone of village 
life for nearly a thousand years and at the time 
of the scrapbook most villagers attended 

regularly. 1964 saw two services each Sunday 
and other services marked significant days in 
the church calendar. It was lamented that the 
church bells were no longer rung due to the 
lack of a team of ringers. The scrapbook 
remarks that whilst congregations were 
dwindling, the non-attenders were still keen to 
maintain the fabric of the building.  
Children and Education 
1948   Having a baby - ‘I made only one visit 
to Dr Orchard in Wheatley. After that, Nurse 
Stephen used to visit me regularly at 
home….In those days confinement meant two 
weeks in hospital…’ For those who were 
without a car, often women, medical 
appointments were always a problem, albeit 
somewhat mitigated by the local doctor who 
would make home visits if necessary, ‘…we 
used to push our prams to the baby clinic in 
Sandhills…they used to give us concentrated 
orange juice, cod-liver oil, baby milk. ’ 
Nappies were made of terry towelling with 
muslin liners. There were no rubber pants, but 
we did have rubber sheets to protect the 
mattress. Feeding bottles were made of glass.’ 

 
Figure 8 Beckley children on the Woodperry Road, 1964  

1964  
In the 1960s, the post war baby boom, the 
largest number of births were to women aged 
20-24 years, ‘after the war everybody was 
having children Antenatal care could be 
cursory, ‘You or the doctor just informed the 
district nurse and she came once a month and 
took your blood pressure and found out if the 
baby was in the right position and that was it. 
The doctor might see you at four months and 



eight months, but that was the only time that he 
wanted to see you’. Roughly two-thirds of 
births took place in hospital and one-third at 
home. One woman who had twin girls at the 
Radcliffe Infirmary in Oxford, remembered 
labouring women waiting on trolleys along the 
corridors before being taken into the delivery 
room.  

 

January 1948  
There were 32 on the school roll which 
increased to 35. The headteacher was Mrs 
Chaundy. In 1949 Mrs Lewis started and Mrs 
Newell was the supply teacher. Childhood 
illnesses were common and Dr Robertson, the 
School Medical Officer, examined all the 
children annually in March. A dentist also 
came regularly to look at the children’s teeth.  
All the 9- and 10-year-olds underwent an 
intelligence test in May. If you passed the 
scholarship exams then you went to Lord 
William’s School in Thame, or to the ‘new’ 
school at Holton. If not then you went to 
Beckley school and then the school at Stanton 
St John until you were 14. The County 
education department loaned bicycles for the 
journey to Stanton St. John School which you 
kept when you left. 
The children were often kept off school to help 
with agricultural work; for example children 
from Beckley School were employed during 
the potato harvest. The 1948 Royal Silver 
wedding of King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth was marked with a half day holiday 
and that year for the  annual school outing in 
July the school went to Bournemouth. 
By 1964 the school roll had nearly doubled to 
57 pupils, and the children were divided into 2 

classes. The teaching staff comprised the 
headteacher - Mr Armor, and Mrs Benson, a 
secretary and a classroom assistant. The pattern 
of the school year was similar then to that of 
today; harvest festival, Christmas plays, 
Maypole dancing, and sports day on The Pitch. 

Safety and Administration 
The local policeman, Mr Belcher, lived in 
Stanton St John. He cycled around the villages 
in his patch and could be summoned by 
telephone - although ‘there were not many of 
those around in 1948’. The village had two 
special constables of its own.  
The administration of the village was in part 
the responsibility of the Parish Council, and its 
members were all men, although in 1964 the 
WI was ‘thinking about’ trying to support the 
election of a woman on to the Council. The 
Council had very limited powers, and the 
scrapbook remarks that although the Council 
was invited to comment upon planning 
applications ‘so far there has been little 
evidence that any account is taken of the 
Council’s views. The problem of housing is 
alluded to, ‘land changes hands at startling 
prices’ and, ‘while most people would agree 
that restrictions on development are necessary, 
decisions on individual cases are often hard to 
understand and are inevitably a cause of much 
heart burning’. (Some things do not change.) 

Shooting and fishing were widely supported, 
the South Oxfordshire Hunt met each Tuesday 
in the village - a single villager followed on 
horseback but several were foot followers.  
Other pastimes included the Over Sixties club 
and the Youth Club. The Over Sixties club was 
well patronised and organised regular day trips. 
The Youth Club was in decline with only 16 
members. The County library service visited 
the village on Thursdays. The OddFellows 
Club, established at the end of the 19th century, 
and its junior, the WI, were the longest 
established clubs. The WI met in the former 
village schoolroom which was in the 
outbuildings of Grove House. 
                      To be continued…  



.BECKLEY FAMILY FUN DAY 
                SAT 10 JULY 
As referred to in the last edition of the 
Newsletter, I am arranging a Family Fun day 
for adults and children at Beckley playing field 
on Saturday 10 July for villagers, family and 
friends. 

It will follow a similar format to a family party 
we had 2 years ago that got an incredibly 
positive response, but attendees this year will 
be asked to bring their own picnic and 
refreshments, and there will be no entry fee. 

NB Picnics are now available from The 
Abingdon Arms. 

Facilities will be available in the Village Hall 
under Covid regulations at the time. 

Sports will start at 2pm and Devon Mason (a 
singer who has played at the Abingdon Arms  
in the past) will do three sets starting at 
6.30pm, with a horse race between sets 1 & 2 
to raise money to pay towards her fee, with 
donations welcome. 

Please put the date in your diary and feel free 
to invite family & friends. If you have a gazebo 
please bring it along .just in case 

The day’s programme will look something 
like this: - 

From 2pm: On the 60 metre track with 
medals and prizes for the kids 
 Running Races for all ages 
 Egg & Spoon Race 
 Family 3-legged Race 
 Hurdles 
 Wheelbarrow Race 
 Scooter Race 
 Bike Race 
 Relays 

Sports and activities available all day 
 Tennis 
 Football      - 
 Penalty Shoot out 
 Cross Bar Challenge 
 Golf: - Putting Comp &  
  Nearest the Pond! 
 Aunt Sally 
 Badminton 
 Jenga of many sizes 
 Swing ball 
 Basketball 

5pm Rounders:  
        -Beckley v The rest of the world  

6.30pm Live on-stage: Devon Mason 

7.15pm Horse race 

7.30pm Live on-stage Devon Mason 

8.15pm Salsa 

8.30pm Live on-stage Devon Mason 

9.15pm Close and all off to The Abingdon  
                  Arms if any energy is left. 
If you have any other suitable outside sports or 
activities, it would be great to involve them. 
I would like some young parents to come 
forward to help on the day please. 
Please call or email me if you, your family and 
friends intend to attend. It would be great to get 
a feel in advance for numbers of adults and 
children attending. Dave Drew 07734911440 
                        davidrogerdrew@gmail.com
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