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Update on the Save the Abingdon Arms meeting 

Thanks to all those who came to the Save the Abingdon Arms meeting at Jubilee House 

on Thursday 30th June. We looked at the possible options for saving the pub for our 

community and, while not ruling out the support for an outside buyer, put forward a 

proposal for community purchase. At the end of the meeting we asked everyone to indicate 

the amount they would invest in a community venture on the back of a beer mat. We had a 

fantastic response and an amazing £225,500 of provisional pledges towards the £440–

600,000 purchase of the pub by the community. Pledges ranged from £500–£25,000. 

Thank you to all those that have generously pledged: this takes us to just over half the 

asking price! A great first step! 

 

For those that couldn't attend the meeting, or you'd like further details, you can download 

the proposal here. If you are having trouble downloading the document, email 

georgina.matthews@me.com and we will send you a copy direct. 

 

If you haven't already, please make a provisional pledge 

If having read the proposal for a community pub, you would consider making a provisional 

pledge of investment too, click on the button below.  

 

 

 
    

http://savetheabingdonarms.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=719caa09fb454196d8a6f8080&id=42839cb839&e=a8543c9572
mailto:georgina.matthews@me.com


Make a provisional pledge  
 

 

Why a community purchase of the pub? 

There are some strong reasons for pursuing the community purchase of the Abingdon 

Arms. Firstly, it is a one-off opportunity to buy the pub for Beckley and the surrounding 

villages and create the pub we want. Secondly, if there's a strong community bid, any 

outside buyer would be more likely to listen to the community to get local buy-in. Thirdly, if 

Brakspear, or any other buyer for that matter, is looking to close the pub, get change of 

use, and turn the site into residential housing, it would be much harder to do this with a 

groundswell of local support for the pub. And, lastly, for Beckley residents we have been 

reliably told that a thriving village pub can add 5–10% to property prices. 

 

Next steps 

As you will see from the proposal, there's a lot to do in a short time scale to purchase the 

pub by November. The immediate next steps are to build a team to take on different 

aspects of the community purchase – please do let us know if you can help. We 

have already looked around the pub with the agent and now urgently need to start work on 

a business plan. 

 

Help the team 

If you are interested in helping the team, please email Mike Hobbs on 

mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com. We are particularly looking for people with finance, legal 

and business planning skills. 

 

We will keep you posted on progress. Watch this space! 

 

Please do forward this email on to neighbours and friends who might be interested.  
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