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Newbury’s Renewal 

Community Project 

hosted an Otter Spotter 

course -  find out  more 

on page 7. 

Welcome 

TVERC has been in existence 
since 2003, when a partnership 
was formed between all the 
local authorities in Berkshire 
and Oxfordshire plus Natural 
England and the Environment 
Agency. All these organisations 
needed access to high quality 
environmental data to help 
them make sound decisions on 
the location and design of 
sustainable development and 
where to direct nature 
conservation work so it made 
sense to work together to 
make this happen. 
 
As we enter 2013, almost ten 
years later, TVERC is still going 
strong because it‟s recognised 
that the TVERC partnership 
approach is excellent value for 

money, and the most efficient 
and effective way for our 
partners to access the 
information they require to 
meet their statutory 
obligations. 

We also provide services to  
community groups such as 
data searches, field surveys 
and management advice for 
nature conservation sites in 
your local patch. There are 
charitable bodies to which you 
can apply to for funding to 
cover the costs of TVERC 
services, plus your other 
costs such as the on-the-
ground creation and 
management of high 
quality wildlife habitats. 
Check our the new 
Community & Parish 
Guide for more 
information. 

Camilla Burrow 
Director 

   News 
The new Oxfordshire 
Community & Parish 
Guide to Biodiversity, 
available from 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
naturalenvironment, 
includes a section on 
funding. If you‟re in 
Berkshire, it‟s still worth 
taking a look as many of 
the funding bodies are 
national rather than just 
local to Oxfordshire. 

Otter 

spotting 

Blue Pimpernel Anagallis foemina 

TVERC is 10 years old! 

  A GOOD AUTUMN 
     FOR THE ICONIC 

EARTH STAR 
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Woodland management in Berkshire 

The Natural England-funded 
“Berkshire Woodland Improvements 
Linked to Biodiversity” (BeWILD) 
project ran from October 2008 to 
the end of March 2011.  
 
The project examined ancient semi-
natural woodlands primarily in West 
Berkshire, as well as some notable 
woods in the east of the county. 

Through woodland surveys – some 
of these  undertaken by TVERC staff 
– and the provision of woodland 
management advice, the project 
aimed to train landowners, 
community groups and volunteers 
on how woodlands can be 
economically viable, be used as a 
source of wood fuel and at the 
same time support a diverse flora 
and fauna. 
 

With funding from the North 
Wessex Downs AONB sustainable 
development fund, we have been 
helping the project officers finalise a 
report to summarise the work of the 
original project and promote the 
benefits of woodland management. 
Through the production of a 
number of woodland maps – 
highlighting a range of woodland-
related features – we have 

supported the creation of a legacy 
document which will help a range of 
individuals and groups throughout 
the county in sustainable woodland 
management.  
 

It is hoped that those wanting to 
develop woodland project in the 
Berkshire area and further afield will 
benefit from the guidance contained 
within the report. 

Gavin Bird 
Records Centre Project 

Manager 

 

The report will be 
available on the 

TVERC website from 
January 2013.  
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Jelly babies, Leottia lubrica Wrinkled peach,  Rhodotus  palmatus 

 
Local Authority 

Annual 

Reports 

This year we‟ve decided to 
freshen up our image with 
new branding and a new 
website, which will be „live‟ 
by January 2013.  The blue 
swirl on our new logo 
represents the river Thames 
as it runs through 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire. 
Oxfordshire is a known hot-
spot for otters and annual 
swan counting or „upping‟ 
takes place in Berkshire, 
hence the otter pawprint 
and swan footprint. The 
prints also represent the 
environmental records we 
hold.  
 
  We hope that the new 
website will be easier for 
you to navigate and find 
the information you need.  

 
  We can also update the 
new website more easily, 
so if you spot any 
mistakes, or have any 
suggestions for what  

  information it would be      

  useful to see, please get in   
touch. 

 
  Our new website includes 
an on-line recording 
form which you can use 
to share your wildlife 
sightings with us. The drop
-down menus will help 
avoid typing errors and 
confusion over different 
common names when 
entering records. Soon, 
we‟ll be improving the 
form even more by 
including a map which you 
can click on to find the 
correct grid reference for 
where you saw the animal 
or plant. 

Camilla Burrow 
Director 

Fungi found in Oxfordshire 

Earth star, Geastrum triplex 

This year a 

concerted effort 

has been made 

by us to promote 

the services which we provide to our local 

authority partners. More than ever, we 

recognise the importance of highlighting the 

value of our services to as wide a local 

authority audience – officers and councillors – 

as possible. This year, and for the first time, 

we have produced brief annual reports for 

each local authority in the two counties which 

outline not only the work we undertake for 

each, but the benefits these services provide 

local authorities and the council tax-paying 

public as a whole. 

 

Gavin Bird,  

Records Centre Project Manager 

A new look for TVERC 

Members of the Oxfordshire Fungi Survey group have been busy exploring woodland and unimproved grassland. 
Surveys in early September (the beginning of the season) weren‟t too fruitful due to the dry weather, but by mid-
October the rain had resulted in a boom of weird and wonderful fungi. Surveys will continue until whenever the 
winter frosts set in…      Ellen Lee, Biodiversity Data Services Officer 
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Highlights from the Oxfordshire LWS surveys 

This year was not the best weather to be out 
and about in. In Oxfordshire, we surveyed 38 
sites covering a good range of habitats. My 
waterproofs had a thorough testing numerous 
times and there were poor numbers of 
butterflies recorded but we still managed to find 
some less common plants.  

 

Bladderworts are carnivorous plants 
that have tiny bladders and many 
sensitive hairs along their threadlike 
leaves. The plants feed on tiny aquatic 
creatures that they trap in the 
bladders. As invertebrates, such as 
water fleas, brush against the sensitive 
hairs, the bladders are triggered to 
open so that water and the prey get 
sucked in. The bladder closes trapping 
the animal and the soluble parts of its 
body are absorbed by the plant.   

 There were also some 
interesting invertebrates 
recorded including this 
Elephant hawk moth species 
found on a chalk grassland site 
in the Vale of White Horse, 
close to Letcombe Regis. The 
English name of this moth is 
derived from the caterpillar's 
fanciful resemblance to an 
elephant's trunk. 
 

Julie Kerans, Oxfordshire Biodiversity  
Data Officer 

“Bladderwort and 

basil thyme were 

found at sites in  

Cherwell”.  

 

Basil Thyme at a site 
near Bicester 

Water avens is a rare 
plant of damp places 
such as wet woodlands, 
damp meadows and 
riversides. A good 
population was found on 
a woodland ride near 
Oxford. It is a close 
relative of the very 
common wood avens but 
can easily be identified 
when in flower from its 
dark red sepals and 
orangey-pink petals 
surrounding a cluster of 
yellow stamens.  

Moschatel or Town hall clock 
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One of the sites surveyed was Oakley 
Hill, which is a Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 
Wildlife Trust reserve near Chinnor in 
South Oxfordshire. The site includes 
areas of species-rich chalk grassland 
with a good range of species. The rare 
squinancywort is present along with 
salad burnet, wild thyme, quaking 
grass, dwarf thistle, fairy flax, common 
centaury, common rock-rose, yellow-
wort, mouse-ear hawkweed, cowslip, 
small scabious, blue fleabane and 
eyebright. There are also occasional 
common spotted-orchids.    

A water vole was seen in the River 
Windrush at Little Grimes Meadow in 

Witney but unfortunately did not 
stay still long enough for a photo.  

 

Whilst not rare, there were a number of 
ancient woodland indicator plants 
were found in a bluebell wood in Vale of 
White Horse 

Coinciding with the first ever National Biology week 
(organised by the Society of Biology) the theme was 
Celebrating Berkshire’s Biodiversity. The event was 
attended by a range of people from long-term recorders 
to those newer to the recording and biodiversity scene. 
In response to this we had a slightly different suite of 
talks/options than we have had in past.  
 
The day was kicked off by TVERC providing some 
background to the work that we do followed by useful 
hints and tips – as to how to see (and record) evidence 
of Berkshire‟s more mobile biodiversity, especially as 
often you don‟t see the animals themselves. We then 
had two talks on Berkshire‟s Bird Atlas by Berkshire 
Ornithological Group and a brief history of systems of 
naming and classifying living things by the former 
Keeper of the Herbarium at RHS Wisley. We were 
then catapulted into the macro-world of woodland 
fungus by the Thatcham Photography Club. 
 
In the afternoon  we heard about the plight of farmland 
birds from the RSPB while the BTO encouraged us to 
get out and about to contribute to national winter thrush 

surveys at a local scale. 
We also heard about 
various environmental 
activities taking place in 
Sandhurst and 
surveying opportunities 
at the Royal Military 
Collage in Bracknell.  
 
Some headed out into 
the nature reserve 
around the Discovery Centre to discover what 
wildlife was about and learn from the experts. The day 
then finished off with some more amazing macro-shots 
as we were taken on a garden safari, resulting in some 
interesting discussions on grasshoppers vs. crickets. 
 
Next year we are contemplating something a little 
different; we have some ideas but suggestions are 
welcome as to what the natural history community in 
Berkshire would like to see and how we can engage with 
you and help you to engage with each other. 

Helen Miller, Berkshire Biodiversity Data Officer 

Sanicle  

Common twayblade

Celebrating Berkshire’s Biodiversity: Berkshire’s Recorders Day  

Photo: copyright West Berkshire Council 

The Discovery Centre, Thatcham 
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Analysing change in biodiversity 
for local authorities 

TVERC services to our local authority partners are a 
central component of our work programme. There are 
no organisations which could provide wildlife information 
services as cost effectively and efficiently as TVERC. So 
we are the obvious port of call when wildlife-related 
performance indicators need to be reported on by 
Berkshire and Oxfordshire local authorities. 
 
Two main performance indicators require wildlife 
information to be generated. The first of these is the 
Single Data List 140, a dull title for an important 
assessment of those local sites – both local wildlife sites 
and local geological sites – where positive conservation 
management has taken place in the last five years. Our 
Berkshire local authority partners have received the 
information to report on this indicator from us for the 
last few years. The reports for each unitary authority 
reflected the numbers of sites in environmental 
stewardship and woodland grant schemes, sites where 

active management is being implemented (for example, 
on sites managed by the local authorities or BBOWT) or 
sites where management plans have been devised.  
 
This year‟s reports (using information on the five years 
up to March 2012) show indicator figure for individual 
unitaries and the county as a whole fluctuating from 
previous years, as sites enter higher level stewardship 
schemes or as woodland grant scheme awards come to 
an end, for example. The analysis showed that 39% of 
Berkshire sites were in favourable management regimes 
during the most recent study period, a drop from the 
42% reported in 2011. Top marks once again to Reading 
Borough Council – just over 59% of its sites are or were 
in positive management by virtue of many of the 
woodland sites entering woodland grant schemes. 
 

Gavin Bird, Records Centre Project Manager 

 
Annual Monitoring Report 
 
The second major key performance indicator requirement for local authorities is their Annual Monitoring 
Review of local strategic plans. Each year, all of the Oxfordshire local authorities and most of the Berkshire unitaries 
ask us to provide information on a suite of wildlife-related features. These range from changes in the amount of 
each administrative area designated as local wildlife sites through to annual changes in an index of 
farmland bird species over a 10 year study period. A chart of the latest farmland bird index information is 
given below. 
 
The production of the reports 
requires the analyses of 
various county-wide and 
district or unitary component 
biodiversity features. Whilst 
most of these can be 
undertaken using our site, 
habitat and species digital 
information, we still call on 
the expert knowledge of 
recorders and local groups to 
help us round off the 
production of these reports. 
 
Gavin Bird,  
Records Centre Project 
Manager 
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Where the River Lambourn turns urban, as it travels 
through Shaw, Speen and Turnpike before losing itself to 
the River Kennet in the grounds of The Newbury Manor 
Hotel, we look for signs that an elusive creature has 
been here. Iconic, almost mythical, most of us have 
never seen one, including me. We won‟t see one today, 
but are keen to learn the signs that prove it is here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Renewal Community Project is hosting today‟s Otter 
Spotter course and Ellen Lee, from the Thames Valley 
Environmental Records Centre is taking us through our 
fieldcraft and re-interpreting it for this urban stretch of 
the river. The culverts, sandbags, pipes and concrete 
aprons will aid us in one way (otters mark their long, 
narrow territories with prominently placed poo or 
„spraints‟) but any tracks or riverbank „slides‟ will be 
overlaid by others who enjoy the river, from dogs to 
children and fishermen. The PowerPoint outline of an 
otter print, the five toes not always visible, radiate from 
the pad like teardrop-shaped petals, a child‟s drawing of 
a sunrise. It is like nothing else.   
 
We walk along the river, behind gardens, alongside 
railings and crossing busy roads, comparing tales of 
otters spotted in Gloucestershire or Scotland, as well as 
the near misses, a chain of bubbles, a „v‟ in the water 
and for me, a log book entry barely an hour before, the 
ink on the page still drying. Under one bridge, we come 
across a modest pile of crayfish claws. But lacking 
supporting evidence, it could have been anyone‟s meal.  
 
And then, under the most urban of the footbridges, 
where Vodaphone employees fish in their suits on their 
lunchbreak, next to the roaring A339, the playground 
and Newbury Judo Club, a spraint is found. Dry and 
crumbly, full of fish bones and scales, it is perhaps two 
weeks old.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We sniff to learn that all-important otter-spotting skill, 
the  spraint smells sweet. Like green hay or jasmine tea 
with a trace of burnt rubber.  
 
We wander back, glowing with proof that otters are here 
and instinctively share 
another skill: what to 
spot when you‟re otter 
spotting. A scarlet tiger 
moth flies past, the light 
glancing off wings of 
reddest silk and a grey 
wagtail leaps to snatch a 
fly right in front of us, 
flashing bright yellow. 
Brown trout face the 
flow, dark in the bridge 
shadow and a large 
American Signal crayfish 
moves slowly, waving 
white-striped claws in a 
strange semaphore.  
 
Kites wheel and whistle overhead, harmonizing with lorry 
air brakes. The urban river is wild and does not stop for 
us. But we are part of its environment, its source and its 
flow. And in it, swimming past gardens, industrial parks 
and the hotel at night, a creature whose poo smells, if 
not of roses, then of jasmine. 
 

Nicola Chester 
  

 

 

Otter spotting...... 

“otters mark their long, 

narrow territories with 

prominently placed poo 

or „spraints‟” 

The Heritage Lottery funded RENEWAL Community Project 

(REstoration in NEWbury Along the river Lambourn), 
a nationally important habitat due to the 

wildlife it supports, is back up and running. 
Check out the website www.renewalproject.org.uk  

http://www.renewalproject.org.uk
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Director:            Camilla Burrow 
Records Centre Project Manager:    Gavin Bird 
Biodiversity Data Services Officer:   Ellen Lee  
Biodiversity Data Services Officer:   Graham Hawker  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Oxfordshire Biodiversity Officer:    Julie Kerans 
Berkshire Biodiversity Officer:       Helen Miller 
Administration:                           Sally Jeffery 

TVERC 
The Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre (TVERC) is one of a national network of Local Records Centres.  It aims to: collect, collate and make available 
information to help people make sound decisions about our natural environment and hold all available information about the plants, animals, wildlife habitats 

and important wildlife and geological sites in Berkshire and Oxfordshire. Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre is a ‘not for profit’ operation run by a 
partnership of the following organisations: 

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust, Bracknell Forest Borough Council, Cherwell District Council, Natural England, The Environment Agency, 
Oxford City Council, Oxfordshire County Council,  Reading Borough Council, Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead Borough Council Slough Borough Council, 

South Oxfordshire District Council, Vale of  the White Horse District Council, West Berkshire District Council, West Oxfordshire District Council, Wokingham 

Oxfordshire’s Recording and Conservation Day 2013 

Saturday 16th February 2013, 9.45 am – 4.00 pm 
At County Hall, New Road, Oxford OX1 1ND 

 

Guest speakers and workshop topics to be confirmed. Speed Updating - Open floor session for updates from 
individuals/recording groups/ organisations on notable sightings, events, courses and new projects 

Poster displays; networking; refreshments.  
 

Please bring your our lunch.   
£10 for students/volunteer recorders; £15 for professionals 

 
To book your place at the conference, please contact Sally, TVERC, Signal Court, Old Station Way, Eynsham, 

Oxon OX29 4TL on 01865 815451 or email: tverc@oxfordshire.gov.uk   

TVERC  
c/o Oxfordshire County Council, Signal Court, Old Station Way  

Eynsham, Oxon OX29 4TL 
Tel: 01865 815451 

If you wish to email any member of staff please use firstname.surname@oxfordshire.gov.uk.   
For Helen please use helens.miller. 

The Hunters become the Hunted??? 


