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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
SODC LOCAL PLANS
The Examination in Public of the SODC Local
Plan may start as early as mid-July if doing the
examination virtually is a possibility. If not, it
is likely to start in the autumn. All who
submitted comments in the consultation on the
SODC Local Plan and asked to speak will be
notified and invited to make further
submissions and will have the opportunity to
speak. A timetable will be drawn up for each
issue the inspectors wish to discuss and people
can apply to speak at each of these sessions.
We have invited all the other local Parish
Councils and communities to work together on
this, and so far, we have only heard from
Elsfield and Sandhills. It will also be useful
for Beckley and Stowood residents to work
with us to share information. Please contact
Ginette Camps-Walsh if you would like to be
involved - camps.walsh@btinternet.com
As a reminder, we will be putting on the parish
web site the information on the SODC Local
Plan and links back.
The strategic
development site of Land North of Bayswater
Brook encompasses Wick Farm, Lower
Elsfield and Bayswater Farm. As well as the
1,100 houses, a ‘link’ road is proposed to bypass the Headington roundabout. This will
start from the Elsfield junction on the ring road
and go across the site, Bayswater Road and
fields to the A40 at Sandhills.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Steering Group has been working with a
specialist planning consultant who has helped
us draft new policies and review the whole
Plan. Some mitigation policies have also been
developed for Land North of Bayswater Brook,
should this site go forward, to make it safer for
residents, monitor pollution and help protect
the environment. The new policies have been
discussed with SODC. Neighbourhood Plan
consultations are on hold at the moment due to
the COVID-19 restrictions.
CYCLEWAY SURVEY
A huge thank you to all who took part in this
survey. A cycleway is included in the actions
in our Neighbourhood Plan and the survey
results are important evidence for this.
EXTENDED FIRING HOURS - OTMOOR
RANGE
There is a proposal to extend firing hours at
Otmoor range on one day every 2 months to
allow for night firing up to 2200 hours. This
should have limited impact in the winter when
it is dark earlier, but would be more of an issue
through the summer months.

The proposal arises from a new requirement
for night firing training. Some residents have
expressed concerns about the traffic associated
with this and the very large coaches sometimes
used to transport personnel, which have
difficulty negotiating the corner between the
High Street and Otmoor Lane. If you have any
concerns or comments please contact Sue Cox.
TENNIS COURT
The tennis court remains closed, as weeds have
unexpectedly come back through the surface.
Considerable preparation was done during the
renovation, but some regrowth of weeds under
the tarmac has occurred. We await the
contractor to resume normal duties, repair and
then spray the court green as planned. At that
point it will be open to the public. Thank you
for your patience.
COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS AND PARISH
COUNCIL WORKING
The Parish Council rules have been changed to
allow remote working during the current
restrictions. Planning applications will be put
on the parish web site and you can send any
comments you may have to Sue Cox, our
parish clerk. Similarly, if you have any queries
or concerns please contact Sue.
The Annual Open Parish Meeting which was
due to take place on – Thursday 21 May has
been cancelled. The playground and village
hall are closed.
We hope you are all staying well and ask you
to continue to take care in these difficult times.
SOMETHING TO LOOK FORWARD TO
(COVID -19 RESTRICTIONS
PERMITTING) - SAVE THE DATEFIREWORKS SATURDAY 7 NOVEMBER
BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL AND
PLAYING FIELDS. GATES OPEN 5.30
p.m. FIREWORKS 6.30 p.m.
Ginette Camps-Walsh, Beckley and
Stowood Parish Council Web site - http://
www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk/
Parish Council contact - Sue Cox Parish
Clerk - clerk@beckley-and-stowoodpc.gov.uk or 01865 351415

Editor’s Comments: You will no doubt
note the reduction in size of this issue. In a
sense much has been cancelled, but in another
sense, much has been added.
Talent connection - creativity - a chance for another
direction have all come to the fore. Life in
Beckley still remains precious and good.
Thanks to all who contribute to production and
delivery. Next issue due out 1st of September.
Ann Henman Editor 01865 351 492

BECKLEY & AREA COMMUNITY
BENEFIT SOCIETY
The Abingdon Arms
In line with the Covid-19 lockdown, The
Abingdon Arms has been closed since March –
as a public house that is. Suzy and Alex
quickly seized the opportunity to offer
takeaway food and drinks, and a pub shop.
With all staff furloughed, they have worked
very hard to keep their business ticking over –
and to keep us fed and watered. Alex maintains
an extensive and varied meals menu, and
served nearly 200 paellas on the early May
Bank Holiday Saturday! Suzy has delighted
local beer drinkers, and local small breweries,
by offering a continuing supply of draught ales
to take away – one of very few pubs to do so.
But the end of lockdown for pubs is not yet in
sight; so, please Beckley residents, let’s keep up
our support for them!
Current menus and shop items can be viewed
at
https://www.theabingdonarms.co.uk/
coronavirus-updates. Order and pay (cards only)
in advance please, especially for Sunday lunches –
01865 655667.

CURRENT OPENING HOURS:
Mondays & Tuesdays: closed
Wednesdays to Saturdays: shop 12 noon to
8pm, takeaways 5 to 8pm
Sundays: shop 11am-4pm, takeaways
12noon to 4pm

Even More than a Pub
Closure of The Abingdon Arms may have
forced suspension of BACBS’s successful
More than a Pub programme, designed to
support and entertain our community, but it
didn’t take long to open an innovative virtual
Even More than a Pub programme to keep us
engaged and sane during lockdown. Why not
get in takeaway drinks from The Abingdon
Arms and settle in for the following:
Women of Beckley & Men of Beckley
lunches: Thanks to Sarah and Steve Smith, the
popular monthly pub lunches have been
transformed into weekly lunchtime Wobble and
Mobster Zoom chats – respectively on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 12.30pm. All
Beckley residents are invited: please contact
Sarah at beckleysarah@gmail.com and Steve
at barkbeetles@gmail.com
Talks: Two fascinating illustrated talks have
been delivered very successfully to date by
Beckley residents Andrew McMichael
(Immunity in the time of coronavirus) and
Crispin Branfoot (Shiva as
the Dancing Lord, Nataraja: the travels of a
Hindu icon from temple to museum).
Recordings of both are available on request
from info@bacbs.org. And we have a varied
forthcoming programme, in which Beckley
residents continue to feature prominently! For
details, please see https://bacbs.org/events:
Sunday 14
June, 6.30-7.30pm: Thriller
author Lucy Atkins in conversation with
thriller author J P Delaney (aka Tony
Strong). Lucy Atkins lives in Oxford and, just
after lockdown, published ‘Magpie Lane’, an
exciting psychological thriller set in an Oxford
college, described by The Times as
“enthralling…creepy and compelling”. Her
previous books include The Night Visitor,
which is being developed for TV, and The
Other Child.
Sunday 5 July, 6.30-7.30pm: 'Searching for
exoplanets and alien extra-terrestrial life' Suzanne Aigrain, Professor of Astrophysics,
University of Oxford.

Sunday 19 July, 6.30-7.30pm: “Preservation of
the Monarch Butterfly: Saving a Symbol of
Mexico” – Mantina Lopez-Portillo.
We welcome offers and suggestions for future
talks pleasecontactmike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com
Walks: To encourage activity during lockdown
and beyond, and thereby promote physical and
mental health, we have developed a
programme of short and longer local walks.
Most start from The Abingdon Arms, but
others from surrounding villages. All are best
followed in conjunction with the small folding
OS map commissioned by BACBS, which is
available for sale (price £4.50) at the pub and
both the Stanton St John and Islip Village
Shops. The routes can be seen on the
temporary display at The Abingdon Arms, and
also online – where the routes are shown in
more detail
https://bacbs.org/localinformation
Pub Quiz: Gabriel Brodetsky has temporarily
taken over from Peter Burt as Quiz Master to
present The Abingdon Arms pub quiz in virtual
form via Zoom. Suzy kindly offered a prize of
a £25 voucher for the first quiz which was
highly successful, and was won by Vicky
Moore and family. The next Zoom quiz will be
on Wednesday 3 June from 8pm – details at
https://bacbs.org/events
BACBS Good Neighbour Scheme and
Beckley Covid Support group:
The Beckley GNS and Covid support group
remain active, although at a low level. Once
again, the evidence is that vulnerable people
are being looked after by friends and family.
There have been a few requests for food,
medicine and post office collections, as well as
a couple of take-away deliveries. We are still
happy to do deliveries for the Abingdon Arms
take-away feasts, if anyone is stuck at home:
bacbsgoodneighbour@gmail.com - or 07514791910.

BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL
The Village Hall is currently closed. If any
provisional bookings are made, with the
normal deposit paid, and then at the time the
Covid 19 restrictions are still in place any
deposit paid will be reimbursed in full. See
the Village Hall website for contact details:
beckleyvillagehall.org
Geoff Mills mills_geoffrey@ymail.com

BECKLEY ART BOX
For the past couple of months, John Hazell has
filled the Art Box and endowed the High Street
with a number of his wonderful, varied abstract
paintings. Their titles further stimulate the viewer’s
imagination – Pink and Grey Marks, And Yellow
Crept In, Urban Edge Series, and Americans in
Oxford. Some wouldn’t have looked out of place in
1950s New York! And John has confirmed that
these acrylic paintings are for sale, see below.
But all good things come to an end. The plan had
been for our next display to feature the work of
Beckley Primary School pupils in this, the school’s
125th anniversary year. Sadly, the school’s partial
closure has ruled this out, so the Beckley Art Box is
available to other ambitious artists ……
John Hazell writes: Beckley artists... How would
you like your work to be more widely viewed,
appreciated and universally accepted?... How
would you like public acclaim and the opportunity
for a solo exhibition, viewed by the most
sophisticated and appreciative public?... And in the
most prestigious and prominent space in... Er The
Village! Well the Art Box awaits! Curation is on
hand to assist.
Interested? Keen to purchase an original John
Hazell abstract? Please contact Mike Hobbs at

mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com
WILLOMENA OF WOODPERRY ROAD

Many years ago, our grandson, who was at Beckley
School, told us that Years 5 and 6 were doing a
project on trees. It happened that I had written a
short story for my husband, who, whilst out
walking in the autumn of 1994, had commented
that he hated it when trees died in the winter and I
had replied that trees didn’t die in the winter, they
just went to sleep!
I was invited to read the story at a school assembly,
and a few weeks late, was invited back to witness
the children’s dramatisation of the story. It was
amazing - the children had collected beautiful

autumnal leaves, put them into their pockets and
when it came to the part in the story where the
deciduous trees lose their leaves and go to sleep,
the children emptied their pockets of the leaves and
curled up and lay down to sleep.
I realise that the children who took part in this
would now be in their mid to late thirties, maybe
married, and perhaps with children of their own. I
do know that many of the children’s parents still
live in and around Beckley and surrounding
villages and I wondered if they would like to
receive a copy of this story ‘Willomena of
Woodperry Woods’. If they would, contact me at.
Pat Moss
mossdurrant@totalise.co.uk
CONTINGENT
ON GOVERNMENT RESTRICTIONS

BECKLEY NEIGHBOURS,
FRIENDS AND FAMILY
FUN IN THE SUN
SATURDAY 11 JULY 2020 PLAYING
FIELD BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL
Starting at 2pm
(Subject to the current statutory prohibition on
use of the Village Hall being lifted and subject to
any other statutory limitations and discretionary
Government recommendations. A final go/no go
decision will be made nearer the date).
Sports and Games will be available starting at 2pm.
Bring family, friends and a picnic, drinks etc for a
day of outdoor fun and sports for all ages and
abilities. Government guidelines on social
distancing must be maintained at all times.
BBQ’s will be available for you to use.
We will have access to the Village Hall for Toilets
and use of plates, cutlery etc which will be each
group’s responsibility to return cleaned.
Sports and Games available will include Table
Tennis, Aunt Sally, Football, Golf, Skittles. Tennis
(if the court is repaired in time), Rounders,
Badminton, SwingBall, Twister, Jenga of all sizes,
Connect 4, Hoops, Kite Flying, Scooter Races,
Sack Races, Egg and Spoon race, Three Legged
Race, and Relays.
Outline of main timings: 2pm Children’s Races.
Please bring Skipping Ropes, Bikes and Scooters.
3pm Adults’ Races; 4pm Rounders Woodperry
Road v the Rest of the village and Village select
team v Rest of the world; 5pm Horse race with a
twist!!

Dave Drew davidrogerdrew@gmail.com

OUR NEW VICAR
On 22 July 2018, Beckley churchgoers, along with
others in the Four Parishes, said goodbye to Rev
Andrew Pritchard-Keens. After a wait of almost
two years, we now look forward to welcoming Rev
Anthea Beresford, who will be licensed as our new
Vicar on 1 July. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the
licensing ceremony will
take place online, but
Anthea’s arrival will be
celebrated with a church
service (and a party!) as
soon as the relevant
restrictions are lifted.
So how have our four
churches managed to
function without a vicar and why the two year
w a i t ? D u r i n g a ‘ v a c a n c y ’ , t h e v i c a r ’s
responsibilities pass to the churchwardens, who are
elected members of the congregation. This is a
huge burden, and the churchwardens, including
Gina Robson and Betty Dye in Beckley, have done
a brilliant job in shouldering it. We have also had
amazing support from our voluntary ministers and
other visiting clergy.
The process of appointing a vicar in the Church of
England is steeped in history and is governed by a
strange combination of ancient laws and modern
HR processes. Once it was formally agreed that the
vacancy should be filled, our four churches worked
together to create a document known as the ‘Parish
Profile’, with ‘job’ and ‘person’ descriptions, and
information about our churches and village
communities. Each church also appointed two
representatives to be on the interview panel. After
formal approvals by the Archdeacon, the first job
advertisement was posted in January 2019.
Following shortlisting, interviews took place in
March but, sadly, the panel were unable to make an
appointment at that time and so the process had to
be repeated.
The final round of interviews took place on 19
March 2020, with normal life unravelling around us
and social distancing already in place. It felt like a
miracle when we finally realized that we had found
our new vicar!
More about Anthea can be found in the June Four
Parishes Magazine –
www.stnicolasforesthill.org/four-parishes

Editor’s Note:

Please also look in the June
Four Parishes Magazine for times on shop openings
and other useful information from our surrounding
communities.

IN MEMORIAM
Edward (Ted) Cloke
Ted died peacefully at home on 12 March 2020
after a debilitating illness borne with customary
stoicism.
Mourned, loved and respected by all his family
who miss him greatly and will always do so.

Christopher Hall

With sadness, Christopher John Hall passed away
suddenly on 28 March 2020. Christopher was born
in Beckley at the house named Lombardy and lived
there all his life.
He enjoyed working the market garden with his
tractor and father.
Christopher will be greatly
missed as a brother, uncle and great uncle.

Patsy Simms 19 July 1932 – 5 April 2020
Patricia (Patsy) Joan Morgan was born in
Batugajah in Malaya in July 1932. Her memories
of life in Malaya and then latterly in Singapore
were very happy ones. However, with the outbreak
of WW2 and the Japanese invasion of northern
Malaya on 8 December 1941, Patsy’s life changed
forever. Luckily Graham Morgan, Patsy’s father
(Senior Engineer, Public Works Department, Johore
Bahru) realised the gravity of the situation and
managed to procure berths for his wife Alice and
their two daughters, Patsy and Barbara, on the SS
Marnix St Aldegonde, a Dutch passenger ship.
They left Singapore on 1 January 1942, bound for
South Africa, escaping before Kuala Lumpur fell
on 11 January 1942 and the Japanese advanced on
Singapore. In Cape Town, Alice and the girls then
transferred on to the SS Johan van Oldenbarneveldt
(the Aldegonde’s sister ship) bound for Liverpool.
Alice had a difficult passage home to England. It
was on this leg of the journey that news of the Fall
of Singapore (13 February 1942) reached them and
she was beset, not only with fear as to whether
Graham had survived, but also with morning
sickness, as she was pregnant with her third
daughter, Caroline Alice (born August 1942).
Unbeknown to Alice, Graham had escaped on the
SS Kuala on 13 February. Whilst many died when
the ship was torpedoed by the Japanese on leaving
Singapore, Graham managed to get on to a local
boat and to Sumatra. From here he was picked up
by a British destroyer and taken to Colombo,
Ceylon where he arrived on 10 March 1942. He
then made his way to safety in Delhi and joined the
Indian Army, which was short of engineers. It was
not until some months later when they were back in
England that Alice heard that Graham was safe.

Alice and the two girls arrived in Liverpool on 24
February 1942 and made their way to their family
home in Monmouthshire where they found refuge
with their large farming family. Patsy and Barbara
started at Monmouth School, a far cry from Tanglin
School in the Cameron Highlands of Malaya which
Patsy had attended as a boarder since the age of
five. It was not until 1946, on Christmas Eve, that
they saw Graham again. Graham then returned to
Malaya in 1947 as State Engineer in Johore with
Alice and Caroline (Carol) joining him in the
Spring of 1947 until 1948 when Alice and Carol
returned home to the UK for Carol to start school.
Patsy was very close to her father and had missed
him terribly while he was away. In 1950 Graham
was appointed Director of Public Works in
Tanganyika, a post he held until his retirement in
1954. When Patsy left Monmouth School, she took
a secretarial course in Oxford and then headed for
Dar es Salaam to work as a Secretary for a shipping
company, so that she could spend valuable time
with her parents. Having boarded at Monmouth
School she had spent very little time with both her
parents since 1942 and felt she barely knew them,
so this time was very special for her. Patsy then
returned to England at the age of 18 to train as an
Occupational Therapist at Dorset House in Oxford
before moving to London to work at the Middlesex
Hospital. She shared a flat in Hammersmith and
enjoyed her spell in London before moving to work
at the hospital in Bournemouth where she met Peter
at a St Patrick’s Day Ball while he was stationed
with the Royal Tank Regiment at Bovingdon.
When Peter returned from a tour in North Africa
they married in July 1957. During a marriage that
spanned 50 years they lived in Scotland, Germany
and Malaysia before settling in Tonbridge in 1968
and then moving to Beckley in 1981. They had two
daughters, Jane and Katie, and five grandchildren:
Thomas, Toby, Ella, Polly and Phoebe, who all
brought immense joy to them.
Patsy always spoke very fondly of her many travels
with Peter and friends, particularly their regular
trips to France and Italy where they both loved the
culture, food and wine.
Patsy was gifted artistically and sewed beautifully.
She loved cooking and gained enormous pleasure
from her late-found love of sushi. She also loved
art, gardening and flowers as well as her
embroidery, for which she had a real talent. As her
health diminished, she gained great pleasure from
music, from Queen to Jonas Kaufmann, but when
all was said and done, she always said her first love
was Chopin.

Patsy was a very loyal and loving wife to Peter,
nursing him through a rugby injury which resulted
in a broken neck in the very first months of their
marriage and then later, when Peter had his first
heart attack in 1979, as well as through the
subsequent major heart operations. Patsy herself
had developed breast cancer in 1978, at the age of
46, but thankfully it then lay dormant for many
years. Sadly, and possibly due to the shock of
Peter’s sudden death in 2007, the breast cancer
returned. In May 2013 Patsy learned that she had
advanced breast cancer which had already spread to
the bone. For 7 years she remained incredibly
strong and resolute, bearing her illness with
immense courage.
Patsy did not like to make a fuss but cared very
deeply for all of her family. Patsy always tried to
do the right thing and stubbornly adhered to what
she thought was the right thing to do. We hope that
she has now found peace again, reunited with Peter
after 13 years apart.

POETRY
Looking for a poem about the local area to read for
a recent Zoom “meeting”, I came across “Vale” by
Wilfred Rowland Childe, which appears not to be
widely known. I quote here the first verse:
In Beckley from the high green woods
The eye looks down on sheeted floods,
Blue visionary solitudes,
Where many a thick-leaved hillock broods
On lonely Otmoor starkly grand,
And shining leagues of silent land,
Which the horizon’s endless line
Does in any azure mist confine.
A wonderful description of Beckley! The poem
mentions also other local villages but returns to
Beckley when “in rich woods the cuckoos shout”. If
you can’t find the poem and would like to read it
for yourself, do ask and I can lend you my book.

Susy Jepson 07920 758484

LOCAL STAR SHINES
If you happened to be listening to the magazine
programme 'Broadcasting House' on Sunday 17th
May you may have heard a clip of Anthea Dobry's
spoof version of the Archers. This was a DIY
Zoom edition written and recorded for Anthea's
Aunt Angela. It was also on Radio 4's 'Pick of the
Week' last Sunday. Go to YouTube and Click on
this link https://youtu.be/0L7Vuwlj54s to listen to
the full 15 minutes. So far - nearly £1,000 has been
raised for the Red Cross as well as making Angela
laugh!

To our wonderful
children and their
families...

Beckley Church of England Primary School
Church Street Beckle Oxford OX UT Tel
Email office beckle school org
Website www beckle school org Headteacher Mr Mark S ortowski

150 CLUB - REVISED
The Village Hall is now closed down with
activities limited to keeping it in good order
and the gardening under control, for which we
thank our Facilities Manager, Nathalie Soanes.
We nevertheless continue to incur costs for
which we are having to eat into our reserves.
Following Ted Cloke’s sad death we asked in
the Village Newsletter for volunteers to take
over the administration of the Club. We are
pleased to say that we have a willing volunteer
in Dave Drew, who will be taking over the 150
Club administration. We hope all current
members will support Dave and that new
members will come forward.
Although in the past the sole purpose of the
150 Club was to provide funding for the
maintenance of the Hall, the Committee hopes
also to be able to provide ‘seed-corn’ funding
to encourage new activities to be set up,
particularly for our younger residents.
We would like to put on record here our
appreciation of all the hard work put in, in the
past, by Ted, Peter Carter and others to provide
valuable funding for both the old and new
halls. Ted, in particular, was instrumental in
fund raising for the new Hall prior to taking
over the 150 Club from Peter Carter and he is
sorely missed. Geoff Mills The Village Hall
Committee
Dave explains how he is restarting the Club:
I look forward to running the Club just as Ted
and Peter did for many years but, in agreement
with the Committee I have negotiated a
concession with Suzy at The Abingdon Arms
so that major prize winners have the option of
a cash prize or a higher value voucher to be
used at the Pub. As soon as we are allowed to
do so the monthly draw will be made on the
last Friday of each month at 7pm in the Pub
and members are encouraged to be present.
Until such time, the draw will be made online
by the Wobble Group. Monthly winners will
be notified via this Newsletter.
Last year we had 109 members from 70
households and this year our target is to sell
150 shares to support your Village Hall.

This will raise £900 a year and the monthly
prizes will be presented as follows: Cash

Voucher

1st

30

35

2nd

25

30

3rd

10

N/A

4th

5

N/A

Prizes for December Draw will be doubled.
Please support us in our efforts this year (June
2020-May 2021). You can join using the
enrolment form below or by means of a
BACBS transfer using the details shown.
Dave Drew
**************************************
2020/21 Application for Membership to the
BVH 150 Club.
I wish to become a member of the Beckley
Village Hall 150Club for 12 months.
(The rules of the Club can be viewed at the
home of Dave Drew)
Signed…………………………………………
Name…………………………………………
Address………………………………………
………………………………………..……….
Tel:.......................................................'............
Email…………………………………………
Number of Shares (£12 each)
Cash
) Cheque (
) BACS (
)
If possible, it would be preferable that payment
is made by BACS. Payments should be made
to:- Beckley Village Hall 150 Club: Sort Code:- 20-65-21
Account Number 50157430
Payment Reference: -Your Name.
Please advise me by e-mail if you use this
payment
method.davidrogerdrew@gmail.com
Alternatively, please return cheques, payable to
Beckley Village Hall 150 Club, to:Dave Drew. Pond View, Woodperry Road,
Beckley, Oxon OX3 9UZ Tel- 07734911440

