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NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL  
THE FIREWORKS 
The Parish Council would like to thank every-
one who braved the appalling weather to go to 
the fireworks.  Approximately 200 people at-
tended and the display was spectacular.  Spec-
tators also enjoyed the refreshments including 
mulled wine.  Particular thanks must go to the 
Cox family who worked very hard on setting 
things up and on the bonfire. 
OXFORD CITY AND SODC LOCAL 
PLANS 
The SODC Local Plan “is subject to a Tempo-
rary Holding Direction” by the Secretary of 
State for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government.  This was to prevent a withdrawal 
of the Plan by the current SODC administra-
tion, which could have made it easier for spec-
ulative developments (as there might not have 
been a 5-year housing land supply) and also 
threatened a number of grants for infrastructure 
development for Oxfordshire. However, this 
means that, for Beckley and Stowood Parish, 
the strategic development site of Land North of 
Bayswater Brook (Wick Farm and Lower Els-
field) with its plan for 1,100 new houses in the 
Green Belt, as well as other strategic develop-
ment sites in the Green Belt around Oxford 
(Grenoble Road and Northfield) remain in the 
Plan and those areas are still under threat.  It is 
likely that the Plan will go through to Exami-
nation in Public, the normal process, and so we 
will need vigorously to oppose the develop-
ment at Land North of Bayswater Brook on 
behalf of our residents at that stage.  

Meanwhile the Inspectors will be holding their 
Examination in Public of Oxford City’s Local 
Plan starting from 3 December in Osney Mead.  
Those who submitted comments in the original 
consultation were given the opportunity to 
submit more evidence on the “Matters and Is-
sues” that the Inspectors had identified.  The 
Inspectors are the same for both Oxford City 
and SODC Local Plans.  The two Local Plans 
are linked as Oxford’s alleged ‘unmet housing 
need’ is the excuse SODC used to propose 
strategic development sites in the Green Belt 
around Oxford.  Submissions and more infor-
mation is available here –  
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20286/local_-
plan_examination/1312/
local_plan_2016-36_examination_library  

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  
The Steering Group welcomes Anne Purse, 
who has joined them and will concentrate on 
biodiversity and climate change.  The Group is 
drafting additional policies and will appoint a 
consultant to help develop them.  

EXPRESSWAY 
Highways England’s route announcement for 
consultation which was due this autumn will be 
delayed until after the General Election, at least 
until January.    STOP PRESS – The Express-
way will be reviewed.  This was announced by 
Grant Shapps Secretary of State for Transport 
on his recent visit to Abingdon.  
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PLEASE CLEAN IT UP! 
There have been complaints about dog faeces 
being left on the playing field and footpaths 
near the village hall and on Sand Path.  Please 
do clean up dog poo and put it in the rubbish 
bins provided. 

CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING 
Christmas Tree Recycling as previously at Fol-
ly Farm, Common Road, Beckley, OX3 9UR.  
Please return your old tree to the farmyard by 
Sunday 12th January 2020 (trees left after this 
date will not be accepted) for collection by 
SODC on Monday 13th January 2020 for com-
posting. 

TENNIS COURT 
The tennis court refurbishment is almost com-
plete but the weather prevented the green 
colouring being over-laid. This will be done as 
soon as the weather is better in the Spring, but 
temporary white lines should have been in-
stalled by the time this reaches your doorstep. 
So, enjoy playing on a first come first plays 
basis.  In the future, a booking system may be 
needed and volunteer tennis enthusiasts would 
be welcomed to get this off the ground, maybe 
on the parish website? 

MAY WE WISH ALL PARISHIONERS A 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY, 
HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW 
YEAR! 
Ginette Camps-Walsh 
Beckley and Stowood Parish Council Web 
site - http://www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.-
gov.uk/  

Parish Council contact - Sue Cox Parish 
Clerk - clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov-
.uk  or 01865 351415 

SOUTH OXFORD DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  
Local Plan 
The new administration in South Oxfordshire 
District Council were going to discuss a rec-
ommendation from the Council cabinet to 
withdraw the Draft Local Plan 2034 submitted 
by the previous administration at a full Council  

Meeting on 10 October, but the Secretary of 
State for Housing Communities and Local 
Government, Robert Jenrick, issued an order 
the day before the meeting instructing the 
council not to take any further action on the 
Local Plan. As a result, what was called the 
emerging local plan is no longer of any rele-
vance in respect of planning decisions, and the 
basis for decisions is now the Local Plan 2011 
and the Core Strategy 2027, adopted December 
2012.  There is no clarity yet on what lies 
ahead with the local plan.  
New Council Offices 
Since the Council offices were burnt down in 
2015, the District Council has been renting of-
fices in Milton Park, Didcot. The Council is 
now pushing ahead with rebuilding offices on 
the old Crowmarsh site, and intend to complete 
the move by 2025, or sooner.  

Climate Change Response  
The Council has set a target that the Council 
should be net carbon zero by 2025, and the 
same for the whole District by 2030.  

Brexit and Consequences  
Many members of the Council are concerned 
about the uncertainty faced by South Oxford-
shire residents of EU origin. The Leader of the 
Council is therefore writing to all EU citizens 
resident in the district giving advice on apply-
ing for Settled Status, and informing them of 
potential consequences of not applying for the 
EU Settlement scheme. 

Civil Parking Enforcement 
The Council is exploring the options on taking 
on parking enforcement. It appears that in the 
whole of England, out of 326 local authorities, 
21 do not handle civil parking enforcement, 
including three of the four Oxfordshire Dis-
tricts. Perhaps the matter is more relevant in 
the towns than in this ward. 

    Sarah Gray  sgray1201@aol.com       
      sarah.Gray@southoxon.gov.uk 
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BECKLEY CHURCH 
Beckley and Stanton St John Harvest Festi-
val 
How we enjoyed the Harvest Festival in Beck-
ley this October! On Friday afternoon, straight 
after school, a wave of children surged into the 
church to take part in a ‘mini beast workshop’, 
where they made models of the 
insects which are so necessary for a healthy 
fruit and vegetable harvest. On Sunday morn-
ing a few more children and lots of parents 
came to the Harvest Thanksgiving Service, led 
by Nicholas and Betty, our two LLMs. The 
combined congregations of Stanton St John 
and Beckley shared the family worship in a 
church decorated with the late berries, leaves 
and blossoms of autumn. This year we asked 
for donations of packaged food because we 
wanted the offerings to go to the North Ox-
fordshire Community Food Bank in Kidling-
ton. A big thank-you to all who contributed. 
The Churchyard 
We had another very successful and productive 
churchyard 'tidy-up' day at the end of October. 
Very many thanks to everyone (about 16 peo-
ple!) who worked so hard in the pouring rain, 
cutting back ivy, clearing the channel round the 
church, unblocking a downpipe, and much 
else. The south boundary wall is now almost 
free of ivy and elder, and the view across the 
churchyard on that side is completely trans-
formed. Special thanks to Chris Cox for again 
so kindly bringing his trailer to Church Street 
for the debris - and for disposing of it all after-
wards. Without his help the day would have 
been impossible. I think we enjoyed it in spite 
of the rain!    
     Gina Robson  gina.robson@virgin.net 

CONCERT IN THE SPRING 
Advance notice of a concert at the church: the 
Galliard Trio will play on Saturday 16 May 
2020.  Make a note in your 2020 diaries!  
                                    Susy Jepson  

CHRISTMAS DATES  
Sunday 15 December -  
Beckley Carols & Claret, 6pm 
Come and join our wonderful celebration of 
Christmas, with carols and readings by candle-
light, followed by mulled wine and mince pies. 
N.B.  The candlelight is beautiful, but in some 
parts of the church it may be difficult to see to 
read the carols , so do bring a torch if you need 
it. It's sure to be cold too, so do wrap up well! 

Sunday 22 December  Benefice Holy Com-
munion (no music) 10am 
Joint Benefice Christingle, 11am 
This joyful and atmospheric service is suitable 
for all ages and perfect for bringing families 
and communities together to celebrate the lead-
up to Christmas. A collection will be taken for 
the Children’s Society. 

Christmas Eve, Tuesday 24 December 
Crib Service, 4pm 
Midnight Communion, 11pm 

Christmas Day, Wednesday 25 December 
Parish Communion Horton-cum-Studley 10am 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR  
Can you sing? Do you have children who want 
to sing?  We would so love to have a children’s 
choir taking part in our monthly Sunday morn-
ing family services. But if there are not any 
children, we would welcome adults who want 
to sing, and especially someone who would be 
happy to lead the choir. So there it is, some 
local children, some local adults and one very 
special person to lead them. I so want to hear 
our once monthly service to be sending out bil-
lowing clouds of happy music with the chil-
dren leading us in some of the lovely hymns 
they sing at school. If you would like to join or 
know someone who you think would do so 
please drop me a line.   Betty Dye  
                                  betty.dye10@gmail.com
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BECKLEY CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 
PGL Residential 
Year 6 had a brilliant week in Swindon on their 
residential visit. Some of the many highlights 
included the vertical challenge, sensory trail 
and raft building, as can be seen below. Thank 
you to Mrs. Alexander, Mr. Dyer and Mrs. 
White for taking excellent care of the children, 
bringing them all back safely. 

   

 

Bikeability 
Year 5 pupils battled the adverse weather con-
ditions admirably whilst undertaking their 
Bikeability training. Children achieved Level 1 
and Level 2 qualifications. 

 

Book Week 
The aim of our annual Book Week is to pro-
mote a genuine sense of enjoyment and love 
for reading. Just a few of the many exciting 
activities included story swaps, dressing up as 
book characters, a book sale, speed read, buddy 
reading, extreme read photo competition, read-
ing with visitors, a readathon and the return of 
the Stop, Drop and Read initiative. 

 

Armistice Day 
The whole school fell silent for two minutes of 
remembrance on Armistice Day. As the church 
bells marked 11am, our brass teacher played 
The Last Post, signifying the beginning of the 
silence. A large poppy cross, which every child 
had contributed to during collective worship, 
was held high by pupils. 

 

 



Prospective Parents 
With only a couple of months to go before ap-
plications for September 2020 admissions are 
due, you are very welcome to visit us for a tour 
of the school. Please get in touch on 01865 
351416.• Email: office@beckleyschool.org 
Website: www.beckleyschool.org • Head-
teacher: Mr Mark Szortowski 

INTERVIEW WITH HEAD-
TEACHER MARK SZORTOWSKI 

Mark Szortowski came to Beckley as head-
teacher three and a half years ago after teach-
ing in schools in nearby counties.  Mark tells 
me he loves Beckley and “never sees coming 
to work each day as a chore”. 
“The school was already a great school when I 
came”, says Mark, and he and the school gov-
ernors have sought to carry on this tradition by 
joining the River Learning Trust (RLT), an 
academy trust with principles of commitment 
to excellence, everyone learning (staff and 
pupils alike), and respectful relationships.  
Membership of RLT provides support and as-
sistance, while allowing each school freedom 
for its own character and vision. Beckley 
School currently has 113 children in 7 year 
groups from 4 to 11 years of age.  Willing and 
talented volunteers from the community carry 
on the tradition of helping with a range of ac-
tivities, including sports and music.  Well done, 
Mark, staff, students, and volunteers!    

ON THE WALLS OF BECKLEY SCHOOL 
Our Vision  Promote and achieve excellence in 
all areas of school life. The school will be a 
place and a community where all children are 
happy and safe, where they can flourish and 
achieve their best in a caring, inclusive envi-
ronment. 
Kindness is our core value, underpinning our 
school vision: 
Ethos and Values  Beckley School is a wel-
coming, happy and safe place, with education 
as our core purpose. We are an inclusive 
school. We value and respect every member of 
our community as individuals.  

Beckley School is a church school founded on 
the Christian values of Kindness, Honesty and 
Respect, together with wider understanding of 
responsibilities and rights. We take seriously 
our responsibility to offer the best possible op-
portunities to every child, including those with 
special needs or disabilities and pupils from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. 
Adults and children are encouraged to think 
about what kind of people we want to be and 
what kind of world we want to live in.  Teach-
ing and pastoral care promote a love of learn-
ing, physical and emotional well-being, and 
spiritual richness. In work and play we chal-
lenge and inspire all children and adults to be 
the best they can be.  

How will we make this happen? 
B   Belonging  We are an inclusive school 
where all  are welcomed and valued. 
E   Excellence  Children and adults at Beckley 
aim high in their learning, creativity, behaviour 
and interactions with each other. 
C   Community  We care about our local set-
ting.  We get involved!  We are curious about 
the wider world and we learn how to become 
responsible citizens. 
K   Kindness  We treat each other with kind-
ness and respect.  Being kind to each other 
means we are caring, understanding, and fair. 
L   Learn We are keen to learn and to stretch 
ourselves. We try hard in all we do including 
academic subjects, arts, sports, play and our 
own personal development. We learn to try 
again. 
E   Ethical  In deeds and words.  Christian 
values underpin our school along with wider 
understanding of responsibilities and rights, 
and these principles must be real and meaning-
ful in all we do. 
Y   Yourself  We respect individuality and dif-
ference.  Children are encouraged to think for 
themselves, to develop attitudes and values 
which will guide them all their lives  



BECKLEY & AREA COMMUNITY 
BENEFIT SOCIETY  
The Abingdon Arms  Our new tenants - 
Zuzana Minichova, Alex Dumitrache and  
Vicky Macpherson - took over at The Abing-
don Arms on 1 November.  They have made an 
immediate impact with their warm welcome, 
upbeat atmosphere and excellent new menus.   

Zuzana’s, Vicky’s and Alex’s plans for The 
Abingdon Arms are ambitious and exciting, 
and include many things requested by our 
community, as evidenced by our recent survey.  
These include seven-day opening; menus offer-
ing a broad range of dishes and prices, includ-
ing a varied selection of vegetarian, vegan and 
fish dishes; a weekday low-cost menu; a range 
of local craft ales and supplies sourced locally 
where possible. A Christmas menu is available 
Monday to Friday from 1 to 24 December.  
Outside catering can be provided and delivered 
for local parties and functions. 

Alex, Zuzana and Vicky are keen to support the 
local community, to make The Abingdon Arms 
a place where locals meet, eat and drink – and 
to which we will want to return. Please do re-
ciprocate their welcome with your custom! 
They have committed to supporting and devel-
oping our programme of community activities 
and events so that The Abingdon Arms remains 
‘More than a Pub’ – see below. 

Most of the staff continue to work at the pub, 
and both Zuzana and Alex are keen to train 
front of house and kitchen staff, thereby pro-
viding jobs and developing careers for local 
people. But they are also looking urgently for 
additional local part-time (around 20 hours 
per week) bar and kitchen staff, and would 
welcome local young people who want work 
during university and school vacations. 

New Abingdon Arms opening times are: 
Bar - 11am to 11pm every day, Monday to 
Sunday      
Meals: Lunches:   Monday to Saturday 12 to 
                 2.30pm,   Sunday 12 to 4pm  
Dinners:   Monday to Thursday 6 to 9pm,  
                 Friday & Saturday 6 to 9.30pm  

It will take time for the new arrangements to be 
established, so please bear with Zuzana, Alex 
and Vicky in these early weeks! 

Vicky has set up a new website at   http://
theabingdonarms.co.uk/   where you can re-
serve tables on line, and she’s using social me-
dia actively for publicity. The telephone 
number is unchanged – 01865 655667. 

‘More than a Pub’ programme December’s 
programme is abbreviated by Christmas, but 
includes regular favourites: the Women and 
Men of Beckley lunches at 12.30pm on Tues-
day 3rd and Wednesday 4th respectively, and 
our community coffee morning at 10am on 
Friday 13th.  
The community walk, led by Cathy Davies 
and Helen Stradling, leaves The Abingdon 
Arms at 2pm on Sunday 15th for the RSPB re-
serve where we hope for views of the starling 
murmuration – sorry, no dogs are allowed on 
the reserve – returning to the pub for a drink 
before Carols and Claret at Beckley Church at 
6pm. A day of varied attractions on Sunday 
15th then concludes with Jazz at The Abing-
don Arms at the later time of 7.30 to 9.30pm, 
featuring Frank Harrison (keyboard), Mark 
Hodgson (bass) plus special guest Tom Green 
(trombone) – our first trombonist. 
In addition to the regular monthly ‘More than a 
Pub’ activities in January and February, The 
Abingdon Arms will host on Sunday 26 Janu-
ary, at the earlier time of 6 to 7.30pm, a film 
by Beckley wildlife cameraman Steve de 
Vere: ‘Summer in the Meadow’; and on Wed-
nesday 19 February, 11am to 4pm,       
Healthy Communities Fair’, organised in 
conjunction with Oxford University’s Depart-
ment of Primary Health Care – more on this 
nearer the date! 
Future plans include a community lunch for 
men and women of Beckley and our wider 
community, which will be in addition to the 
Women and Men of Beckley lunches; a concer-
ted programme of community engagement to 
identify and inform neighbours who have        
                continued next page 
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moved recently to Beckley about BACBS and 
our other village amenities; and a training ses-
sion on dealing with unexpected collapses in 
children, including resuscitation. Updates will 
follow. 
Good Neighbour Scheme The volunteer 
transport scheme which was set up for BACBS 
by Cathy Davies and John Stradling provides 
lifts to the Islip Surgery and to community 
events at The Abingdon Arms and Beckley Vil-
lage Hall. Lifts are for people who do not have 
their own transport and would have difficulty 
getting to these activities. The scheme serves 
residents of Beckley, Elsfield, Stanton St John, 
Forest Hill and surrounding area, so please in-
form neighbours and friends who might bene-
fit. Requests to 07514 791910 or BACBS-
goodneighbour@gmail.com 

BACBS elections  At the BACBS Annual 
Members’ Meeting on 18 November,  Beckley 
resident Dave Drew and Sam Clarke of Oxford 
were elected to the Management Committee, 
and both Susy Jepson and John Stradling were 
re-elected. Congratulations to all! Other com-
mittee members are Lise Traynor (Noke) and 
Beckley residents Gabriel Brodetsky, Adrian 
Hampshire, Mike Hobbs, Adam Jeffrey and 
Nin Kelay. All of us are keen to hear from 
members of our community about what more 
the Community Benefit Society can do to (as 
our name indicates) benefit our community. 
And, as always, we will value offers of help – 
there are many roles available for willing vo-
lunteers! 
Mike Hobbs  mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 

More information and any updates will be 
displayed on the BACBS website https://
bacbs.org/https://www.theabingdonarm-

s.co.uk 

‘More than a Pub’ programme – De-
cember 2019 

Friday 13 December  Community Coffee 
Morning  10 - 11:30am  2nd Friday of each 
month  Coffee & cake £3.50  Come along, 
meet old and make new friends 

Sunday 15 December  Community Walk and 
Murmuration  2-4pm  Meet at front of pub, 
returning for drinks afterwards.  Helen 
Stradling and Cathy Davies will lead walk to 
Otmoor RSPB reserve to see the starling mur-
muration.  Sorry, no dogs allowed on reserve.   
Sunday 15 December  Jazz Session  7:30 - 
9:30 pm  Frank Harrison (keyboard), Mark 
Hodgson (bass), Tom Green (trombone).  Bar 
snacks available.  Free entry, raffle.  Cool 
sounds and a warm welcome… 

MOB 
Men of Beckley meet for lunch at the Abing-
don Arms at 12.30pm on the first Wednesday 
of every month.  Please email Steve Smith 
(barkbeetles@gmail.com) so that he can let 
Zuzana know how many to expect. 

WOBBLE (Women Of Beckley Big 
Lunch Event) 
 Women of Beckley will return to meeting at 
the Abingdon Arms at 12.30pm on the first 
Tuesday of the month from December.  If you 
are interested in coming along please contact  
Sarah Smith (beckleysarah@gmail.com).  

STANTON ST JOHN FILM CLUB 
7 December 7.30   Stanton Village Hall 
The Nutcracker and the Four Realm (PG) 
99mins  A magical, fantasy drama with won-
derful sets and costumes bringing the story to 
life starring Helen Mirren, Keira Knightly and 
introducing Mackenzie Foy. 
Danny Clark, who grew up in the village, 
worked as Senior Draughtsman (set design) on 
the film and will talk about his experiences of 
working on this film and of life in the film in-
dustry. 
Ticket prices adults - £7,  under 14s - £5 
To secure tickets please email Judy Nisbet 
(judy@robertnisbet.com) or ask Rowan in the 
shop. Refreshments will be available. 
We look forward to seeing you. 
Provisional Film Club Dates for your diary 
Sat 25 Jan and Sat 14 Mar 
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OTMOOR FLYER 
The Otmoor Flyer continues as usual, taking  
passengers into Oxford via Headington, on 
Tuesdays and Fridays, picking up at 10.40am 
from the bus stop opposite the Abingdon Arms 
and dropping off by the Town Hall in St.Al-
dates.  Pick up for return is in Broad Street 
near Trinity College at 1.15 pm. 
Token tickets, costing £15.00 which gives 10 
single journeys cannot be bought on the bus 
and must be obtained in advance from either 
Dee Hazell, Tel. 358809 or The Abingdon 
Arms. 
We do hope that more of you will consider us-
ing The Flyer to ensure we keep the Service. 
You will be helping climate change, avoiding 
the Oxford traffic and parking charges, which 
must be a good thing! 
      Jill Meyjes    jill.meyjes@gmail.com 

STOP PRESS: ALL BUS USERS   
Our Area has been chosen to take part in THE 
CITIES-4-PEOPLE PROJECT which seeks to 
identify transport challenges and test solutions 
to see what can work. 
To this end, a pilot scheme will be launched in 
2020, starting on WEDNESDAY 15 JAN-
UARY and continuing on subsequent 
WEDNESDAYS throughout JANUARY and 
FEBRUARY.   
It will cover all 4 Villages at no cost to passen-
gers or the Parish Councils and will take pas-
sengers to THORNHILL P.& R. and on to 
ASDA, with a return journey. 
Specific times are not available yet but will be 
advertised in DECEMBER.   For more details 
nearer the time, please contact: 
Malcolm Leeding 872034;  Dee Hazell 
358809; Jill Meyjes.   351496 

This will in no way affect 
The Otmoor Flyer 

NEXT ISSUE:  The next issue of the 
Beckley and Stowood Newsletter will be 
published the first week end in March, with 
material to be submitted by 20 February.   

BECKLEY ART BOX 
Over the late summer, the Beckley Art Box 
hosted a rotation of Becky Paton’s brilliant 
mosaics – brilliant in conception, design and 
execution, but also brilliant in colour and in 
many lights. We will miss Becky now that she 
and her family have left Beckley, though we 
expect we’ll still see her and her artwork. 
Becky’s big fish has given way to ‘A Celebra-
tion of Harvest’ created by the children of 
Beckley Primary School. Their display in-
cludes a friendly scarecrow and some small 
scary autumn creatures. But don’t worry, 
they’re safe in the box – do take a look!  As 
you can see, the children were highly imagina-
tive and industrious in the early autumn term. 
They have given us much to celebrate.           
Mike Hobbs   
                mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com 
BECKLEY COMMUNITY ORCHARD 
Our orchard has been bedded down for the 
winter but we intend to continue with our 
monthly maintenance programme. Our next 
meeting is on Saturday 7 December when we 
will be sowing some ‘Yellow Rattle’ to encour-
age the growth of the wild flowers next year, 
and repairing the benches. 

On 18 January 2020 we will be holding our an-
nual Wassail in the afternoon when we will be 
discouraging any ‘evil spirits’ who may wish to 
spoil our apple harvest next year and in the 
evening we will be gathering for our Wassail 
supper in the Abingdon Arms when the new 
tenants promise us a feast to remember! 

If you would like to join us can I ask you to 
contact Tom Norman tom@tomnorman.co.uk 

I would like to thank all of you who have re-
newed your membership of the orchard. We do 
everything we can to contain costs but your 
support enables us to continue maintaining and 
improving what we believe is a valuable com-
munity asset. If you would like to join us or to 
renew your membership please contact Tom 
Norman at tom@tomnorman.co.uk 

May I wish all of you a merry Christmas and a 
healthy New Year.    Colin Day, Secretary 
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Oxford-Cambridge Expressway Update 
The Transport Secretary, Grant Shapps, an-
nounced on 20 November that “if elected, a major-
ity Conservative government will review as a prior-
ity the Oxford to Milton Keynes and M1 section of 
the proposed Oxford-Cambridge Expressway.”  He 
added that “We will not allow the scheme to pro-
ceed if there is not a strong case that it will boost 
jobs, prosperity and has local support.”   
We are encouraged that the Conservative party ap-
pear to be listening.  HOWEVER, please note: 
• this is a pledged review not cancellation 
• Mr Shapps told the BBC that Local Authorities 

have said that they can deliver the one million 
houses target along the arc without the ex-
pressway. (Doubling housing stock in Oxon in 
30 years)  

So, the campaign is not over, not until the Ex-
pressway and target of one million houses is can-
celled. 
NEG have written to Mr Shapps formally to request 
to be part of the expressway review. 
The No Expressway Group (NEG) has launched 
the brand new ‘STOP the Ox-Cam Expressway’ 
NEG Petition on the NEG website noexpress-
way.org/petition-signup.  

What? Another petition?  Some previous petitions 
have been locally focused or have been closed early 
on Parliament's petition website due to the election 
and will not be reopened or debated.  This new pe-
tition aims to bring together in one place all oppo-
nents of the expressway and of the associated over 
inflated housing targets and destruction of our en-
vironment across the whole Arc.  As it is NEG’s pe-
tition it’s not subject to the vagaries and restrictions 
of those on the Parliamentary site.  Whatever other 
petitions you may have signed, PLEASE sign this 
new one now and ask all your friends and family to 
as well!  We need so many signatures the new Gov-
ernment daren’t ignore it.  Thank you! 
The NEG Election Challenge!  NEG is challeng-
ing every parliamentary candidate along the Arc to 
support our campaign, demanding that the new 
government scraps the Ox-Cam Expressway and 
inappropriate housing targets (3-6 times ONS na-
tional average growth rates by 2050), and instead 
invests in public transport systems such as a fully 
electrified East-West Rail.  Build the railway.  Stop 
the expressway! 
To see the challenge letter and which candidates are 
campaign supporters and which are not, visit noex-
pressway.org/our-supporters.  Thank you to all who 
came to our launch event at Brill Windmill! 

In the news (full details on noexpressway.org): 
Highways England – has delayed consultation on 
route options further due to the general election. 
Cherwell District Council – has missed an oppor-
tunity for substantive debate on the Ox-Cam Ex-
pressway, by voting to approve Cllr Wood’s motion 
to review the impact on local plans of route options 
once known, and until then “maintain an open 
mind” about the expressway 
Oxon County Council votes to oppose the Ox-
Cam Expressway – Having passed a motion to 
make Oxon carbon neutral by 2030, OCC voted to 
oppose the expressway, with 35 in favour, 11 
against with 8 abstentions.    
Bidwells (property consultants) launch alarming 
‘Radical Regeneration Manifesto’ with Perkins & 
Will (global architects) and Blackstock (property 
PR consultancy).  They want to “think big about 
UK regeneration” across the country, starting with 
the Ox-Cam Arc.  They are lobbying for special 
planning and compulsory purchase powers to speed 
up planning. They want to “get the politicians out 
of the planning process.”  Yes, our democratically 
elected officials, who are answerable to us! How 
does this sit with the democratic process and com-
munity involvement?   
Actions 
• Sign our STOP the Ox-Cam Expressway 

petition noexpressway.org/petition-signup 
• Put pressure on your local candidates to 

pledge support to NEG’s campaign! 
• Sign up to receive our email Updates noex-

pressway.org/#newsletter 
• Follow us on: Facebook facebook.com/noex-

presswaygroup/  and Twitter @no_expressway 
• Please donate to our campaign at donor-

box.org/donate-to-no-expressway-group 

For all the latest news, updates and details of up-
coming events visit noexpressway,org.  No Ex-
pressway signs for your garden? Campaign ideas? 
Questions? Contact Olivia Field noexpressway-
group@gmail.com 
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BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL 
Growing and Diverse Use of our Village Hall 
The use of the Village Hall continues to devel-
op and the following extract from our most re-
cent bookings report covering the last twelve 
months usage might be of interest. 

There is a significant emphasis on village hires 
or activities aimed at villagers and it is encour-
aging to see how the hall is being used by an 

increasing number of locals participating in a 
large number of activities. 

We rely on having some non-village hires to 
generate the operating revenue we need and 
which allows us to keep our village rates at an 
attractive level and deliver our charitable ob-
jectives  However, we work hard to assess the 
nature of non-village hires and seek only to 
accept those that are unlikely to have an ad-
verse impact on local residents.  This is a learn-
ing process and we regularly review our hire 
terms as we gain experience.  We have not ac-
cepted a number of bookings which we feel 
might cause problems. 

150 CLUB 

The draw for the 4th quarter of the year has 
rewarded the above stalwart supporters for 
their loyalty. As always, the month of De-

cember prizes are double!   Ted Cloke 

150 Club Closure 
The 150 Club was originally set up to help 
fund-raise in order to keep our old and high 
maintenance hall operational and to help de-
velop the reserve to allow for the development 
of a future new hall.   Both of those objectives 
were secured and we now have the new hall 
with a growing usage and a small operating 
surplus, not allowing for depreciation.  The 
Committee are very grateful for the past and 
continuing support from the members of the 
150 Club.            continued next page 

Last 12 Months (Nov 2018 - 
Oct 2019)

No of Hires

Art Group 39

Bells 31

Spiritualist 19

Pilates 37

Yoga 27

RSPB 2

Table Tennis 49

Oxford Guild WSD 9

Senior Fitness Cir-
cuits 48

Other Fitness Groups 4

Village Hires 33

Village Events 3

Non-Village Hires 63

Public Org's and Not 
for Profits 31

Corporate Hires 2

Wedding Hires 2

Zero Fee Hires 15

Total 414

October - 
2019

Novem-
ber - 
2019

Decem-
ber - 
2019

1st Prize 
- £25

Kate 
McMi-
chael

Vivienne 
Spurge

Sian Jef-
frey - £50

2nd Prize 
- £15

Maggie 
Faulkner

Christine 
Marsden 

Sarah 
Smith - 
£30

3rd Prize 
- £5

Marion 
Weinstein 

Hilary 
Darrah

Chris 
Britton - 
£10

4th Prize 
- £5

Suzie 
Coxhead

Denise 
Watson

John 
Walsh - 
£10



However, we believe that we are now in a fi-
nancial position to be able to thank those 
members for their invaluable past support but 
wind the Club up as it has delivered what we 
asked of it.  Ted Cloke, who has been responsi-
ble for the Club in recent years, will distribute 
this year’s prize draw but will not be collecting 
further donations.  The surplus from the fund is 
being put to good use in helping to complete 
the fit-out of the Hall.  We are very grateful to 
Ted, his immediate predecessor Peter Carter 
and all the other volunteers who have taken on 
the running of the club over many years. 

Whilst we no longer feel the need for continu-
ing financial support from our generous 150 
Club donors we are aware that there are other 
needs in the Village and in particular the ongo-
ing challenge of maintaining and improving 
our Church.  Some of us who are ourselves 
members of the 150 Club would be willing to 
transfer our contributions to an equivalent 
Church fund but to do so we would need a vol-
unteer administrator, failing which we will 
need to wind up the Club.  If you are interested 
in volunteering then please contact Geoff Mills  
01865 351171     mills_geoffrey@ymail.com  
I would then approach the existing 150 Club 
members, on behalf of the Hall Committee, to 
ask if they wished to continue to contribute to 
the Church and if so to allow their details to be 
passed across for the volunteer to pick up. 
    Geoff Mills  mills_geoffrey@ymail.com   

POPPY APPEAL 2019 
This year we raised the sum of £866.48, about 
£130 down from last year. This was only to be 
expected, as last year was the 100th anniver-
sary of the end of the First World War. My 
grateful thanks go to all who gave so generous-
ly and particularly to all my poppy sellers some 
of whom had to be recruited at the last mo-
ment, due to illness.  Thank you SO much. 
Next year will be my 25th year of organising 
our Poppy Appeal so if there is anyone out 
there who would like to take over in 2021, 
please let me know.   Many thanks. 
                   Liz Reis   351 259  

CAROLS IN THE PUB 23 DECEM-
BER 
Carols in The Abingdon Arms will be on Mon-
day 23 December, 6 for 6.30 with Nick Lea on 
the keyboard: an informal get-together to sing 
Carols and other Christmas songs with fellow 
locals of all ages.  After Carols, please join us 
for a lamb or vegetarian curry and all the 
trimmings available at £15 a head served from 
7.30pm.  Please confirm names and choices to 
Dave Drew by Thursday 12 December.Tel 
07734911440 or email 
davidrogerdrew@gmail.com 

CHRISTMAS EVE CAROLLING 
AROUND BECKLEY  
By popular demand, villagers and friends will 
be singing carols around the village again on 
Christmas Eve.  
Come and join in singing, and email Cathy if 
you'd like us to come and sing at your house, 
just for the pleasure of it - we won't be collect-
ing for anything. We can't promise we'll make 
it to everyone who asks, but we'll do our best. 
Singers should meet at the pub at 5.45; we'll 
sing for an hour or so and finish at the pub at 
about 7. Wrap up warm and bring a torch; we'll 
have song sheets for everyone. Cathy Davies 
(Kennedy)    cathyroyoak@gmail.com 

BECKLEY BURNS NIGHT SUPPER  
Beckley Village Hall 7.45 pm  
26 January 2020 
Celebrate Burns Night in style!  Three course 
traditional or vegan haggis dinner, piper, glass 
of bubbly - the works. 
Tickets £25, available from Cathy Davies, 
payable by cheque or bank transfer – email 
bburnsnight@gmail.com or phone 01865 
358850 to reserve.   Ticket reservations will be 
confirmed when payment has been received. 
Make a night of it!  We have arranged the tim-
ing so you don’t miss Summer in the Meadow 
- a film by Beckley wildlife cameraman Steve 
de Vere - in The Abingdon Arms before the 
dinner. 

mailto:davidrogerdrew@gmail.com
mailto:cathyroyoak@gmail.com


WILDLIFE GARDENING – AU-
TUMN NOTES 
This October’s State of Nature Report found 
that one in seven UK species is at risk of ex-
tinction. Butterflies and moths have been 
severely hit, half of our 688 invertebrate spe-
cies are becoming rare, and 26% of mammals 
are in danger of vanishing.  Many types of 
mammals, invertebrates and amphibians sleep 
through the coldest months. But we can help. 
Here are a few ideas to consider. 

Make sure that garden wildlife has somewhere 
cool and dry to rest undisturbed until spring. 
Instead of burning twigs and small branches, 
place them in bundles at the back of borders, 
along the bottom of hedges, and other out of 
the way places. If you do this, any attached in-
sects can at least have a chance of surviving. 
Many pupae are subtly disguised and difficult 
to detect. These piles can also give shelter for 
hedgehogs and birds throughout the winter 
and, as they rot down, create homes for beetles 
and other invertebrates, And the same goes for 
leaves: leave them in welcoming heaps. Resist 
pruning herbaceous plants. They can act as a 
sheltering blanket for insects and small mam-
mals. Hollow plant stems provide welcome 
nooks for invertebrates. So do seed heads, as 
well as providing a source of oil rich food for 
birds during the bleak months. It is a sad fact 
that if we cut and remove absolutely 
everything in the garden, we risk wiping out 
some of what would be next year’s adult in-
sects. 
Clear debris from ponds and float a log or ten-
nis ball to prevent them completely icing over. 
This will allow birds to still drink and frogs to 
breathe in the dark depths of winter. 

Leave stacks of plant pots in a sheltered spot 
for bees and other insects needing a cool dry 
place. Place some pots on their sides filled with 
leaves, etc. 

Hedgehogs and queen bumblebees, amongst 
others, find compost heaps the perfect place to 
hibernate. So do not disturb the heap until 
April when all species will have finished sleep-

ing. And, obviously, if you have to have a bon-
fire check for hedgehogs first! 

Lastly, if you are going to throw out an old 
walking boot or similar, think again. Placing 
one filled with leaves inside a hedge can 
provide a handy shelter for a mouse or small 
bird! Maeve Bayton   drmaeve@hotmail.com 

 

IF YOU HAVE A GARDEN AND 
CARE ABOUT THE PLANET 

Please join us 
On: Thursday 13th February 

In: Horton Cum Studley Village Hall 
At: 7pm 

Tickets £5 available on the door (cash only 
please) 

Guest Speaker DAVE GOULSON Professor 
of Biological Sciences and bestselling author 
of THE GARDEN JUNGLE or Gardening to 

Save the Planet 
talks to the villagers around Otmoor, with prac-
tical and inspiring guidance, on how to make 

our gardens even more wildlife friendly. 

HELP US CREATE A PROTECTIVE RING 
OF BIODIVERSITY AROUND OTMOOR 

SAVE THE DATE: BRING A FRIEND 

 

www.wildatheartcampaign.org 



WHO WAS EDWARD BEE?  
Since 1066 the village of Beckley has been 
sold (or given away), on several occasions, 
including to Edward Bee, who gave us Bee 
and Church Cottage and Grove House, 
whose papers give us insight into village 
life in the early 18th century, and whose 
descendants had such an impact on the 
village over the next 100 years. 
Edward was the youngest son of the vicar of 
Wendlebury, probably born in 1672 - his 
father omitted to record Edward’s birth in 
the parish register. A plaque on the wall of 
Beckley church records his connection to 
the village. 
Edward came from a minor middle class 
background: he had little prospect of 
becoming wealthy except by his own 
industry, or by inheritance. In his early 
twenties he moved to Ludgate Hill, London 
with a friend from Wendlebury called 
Thomas Bond, and together they established 
a business as “painter/steyners” trading in 
‘painted silks’ Stainers produced wall 
hangings on linen, but also hemp, wool and 
silk, often for the walls of churches or 
houses.  
So how did Edward Bee become wealthy? 
At the end of the seventeenth century and 
into the eighteenth century, London was 
bustling. Having just recovered from the 
Great Fire, and beaten the Dutch in naval 
battle, it was busily engaged in establishing 
Britain as a trading nation with colonies in 
the New World. As the enormous profits of 
the slave trade started to arrive in Britain - 
helping to create a vibrant economy - so too 
did “Bond and Bee” become successful. The 
newly emergent ‘middling sort’ were keen 
to demonstrate their wealth in any way they 
could: they had an ever-growing appetite for 
tea, silks and other consumer goods brought 
from the colonies and Asia. By virtue of 
their ability to expand their trading into a 
wider range of goods, Edward was able to 

join this new middle class. His success is 
shown by the invitation in 1694 to receive 
the Freedom of the City of London and 
become a member of the Worshipful 
Company of Painter/Stainers. 
It was about this time that he married Mary. 
We know nothing of Mary, not even where 
or when they married. However, between 
1695 and 1703 they had 8 children of whom 
only one, Ann, born on 16 October 1702, 
survived.   
Edward continued to acquire wealth, and by 
1703 he was living in St Martin’s parish, 
Ludgate Hill and employed three 
apprentices, taking the sons of members of 
the gentry, and being himself described as, 
‘gent’.  
Edward appears quite often in legal records 
of the time, usually in relation to disputes 
over employment or trading. Between 1710 
and 1711 his land tax bill increased from 8s 
to £8 reflecting his personal success, and the 
burgeoning economy and by 1710 he had 
acquired sufficient wealth to buy a moiety 
(a part) of the village of Beckley. (He 
bought the remainder later on). Why he 
chose to buy Beckley is unclear. The rental 
income from his properties supported a very 
comfortable lifestyle: a document of 1740 in 
his papers, alludes to his worth, ‘should Mr 
Bee sell (other investments), the interest of 
£1500 per annum shall make his income at 
least equal to the income of his Beckley 
estate. (This is the equivalent of almost 
£200,000 p.a. today.)  
The records of his tenancies give an 
interesting insight into who was living 
where, and when, in Beckley.  
Edward Bee’s biggest contribution to the 
village buildings is Grove House, formerly 
called Grove Farm, and originally the 
Rectory. The house was built before it came 
into Edward’s possession, but he remodelled 
it to more or less its present form.  
                 continued on other side  



Amongst his papers are records of the land 
use at the time he owned the house.  They 
give an interesting insight into Beckley’s 
setting in the landscape in the eighteenth 
century.  
On 13 November 1728 Edward Bee married 
his daughter Ann to the Reverend Dr. 
Theophilus Leigh, a member of a minor 
aristocratic family from Adelstrop, but 
Master of Balliol College, Oxford.. Ann’s 
marriage portion was over £10,000 - 
equivalent to about £1.75m today.  This 
marriage was recorded far and wide in the 
newspapers and marked a long connection 
between Beckley and the Cooke Leigh 
family and, indirectly, with Jane Austen. 
It seems that Edward’s status - he was after 
all ‘in trade’ - did not carry the social stigma 
that it once had done, and would do so again 
in the future  
Edward voted Tory in several elections, 
becoming a Whig later in life. Before 1832, 
all adult males “of sound mind” were 
qualified to vote if they owned land worth 
forty shillings per annum, were freemen 
who were liverymen of a livery company 
which met in Common Hall or were male 
householders who paid their parish rates. In 
1789 one election commentator said that 
‘the right to vote is the much admired and 
envied liberty of an Englishman. 
Edward Bee had, socially, arrived. Formerly 
the upper class had seen the ‘merchant’ 
portrayed in drama and in literature as an 
avaricious, mean-spirited and socially 
gauche individual. But times had changed 
and by the time Edward was in Beckley, a 
merchant had become a responsible and 
sober citizen, the next best thing to a 
gentleman. In practice, acceptance into the 
upper classes was more likely for the 
children of this newly emergent middling 
sort, than for the aspirant individual himself.  
However, the middling sort graded the 
degree of someone’s ‘gentility’ by their 

trade or occupation - so everyone still 
‘knew where they stood’. 
Edward Bee left his entire estate to his 
daughter when he died on 17 March 1763 in 
his son-in-law’s lodgings at Balliol College, 
Oxford. His death, aged 89, was recorded in 
the Oxford Journal for Saturday 19 March 
1763.  He was buried in his father’s grave in 
the chancel of Wendlebury parish church, 
on 22 March 1763: the entry in the parish 
register alleges he was 91 years old. The 
grave is now lost. Edward Bee - left his 
assets to his daughter, and his mark upon 
the history of this village. A man of his 
time.         Jayne Todd 

(This is a condensed version of a much 
longer article written by Jayne Todd  19 
Nov. 2019 <toddsyard@icloud.com>from 
whom the full version can be obtained) 

NOTE: It is planned to produce a searchable 
file of these property records in due course. 
In the meantime, anyone interested in their 
own house can contact Jayne Todd , who 
may be able to help.) Location of the      

Rectory on a map of Beckley dated 1770 




