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NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL     
NOVEMBER   2014

The Parish Council met on 4 September, 2 
October, and 6 November.

New Village Hall Project - This continues to 
progress, with a decision on our grant 
application to Viridor Credits due shortly. 
Project Manager Baqus Construction 
Consultancy and Architects Aldington Craig & 
Collinge have almost completed the tender 
document that will shortly be put out to SIX 
potential contractors. We hope to be able to 
confirm successful completion of fund-raising, 
and a preferred building contractor early in the 
New Year, with building commencing before 
Easter.

Road Safety - White lines have now been 
painted at the junctions of New Inn Road and 
Common Road, and the High Street and 
Church Street. Please do not park on, or close, 
to these junctions.

SODC 2014-15 Community Emergency Plan 
– In the event of an emergency, the Pub, 
Church, School and Village Hall would be used 
as survivor reception centres.

Bonfire Night – A dry evening resulted in a 
good turnout of over 400.  An excellent 
firework display was enjoyed alongside 
sausage and bacon rolls and mulled wine. 
Many thanks to BVHMC.

Playing fields – Please keep the gates to the 
play area shut to prevent dogs entering, and 
take any balloons and rubbish away after 
parties.

Crime – Thefts have occurred from multiple 
cars that are not locked. 1000 litres of 
Domestic Heating Oil has been stolen from a 
well screened tank. Lock it or lose it.    

THE VILLAGE WEBSITE:
www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk

CORRESPONDENCE
Parish Clerk Sue Cox’s telephone is 01 865 
351 415, email address for all Parish Council 
business is: clerk@beckley-and-stowood-
pc.gov.uk   
                   David Scott, November 2014

BECKLEY’S GOT TALENT SUNDAY 
14 DECEMBER 6PM BECKLEY 
VILLAGE HALL
Admission free, but donations for the Red 
Cross Ebola appeal will be greatly appreciated.  
Mulled wine, hot chocolate, mince pies and 
cakes for sale and a raffle.  
                    Becky Paton 358 226     
Becky@BeckyMosaics.co.uk

CAROLS and CLARET   SUNDAY 21 

DECEMBER  6pm in the church
Come and join our traditional celebration of 
Christmas!   Beckley Bells, carols and readings 
(including some from The Pickwick Papers and 
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens), 
mulled wine and mince pies, all by candlelight  
Everyone welcome.    
                         Gina Robson   351 637

STANTON HOUSE  CAROL SING
All are welcome for the annual Carol Evening 
at Stanton House, Stanton St John on 
Wednesday 17 December at 7.30pm.  

CHILDRENS PARTY
Stanton St John Village Hall 3-5pm Sunday 14 
December.  Join families from all four parishes 
in games, craft activities, music and a visit 
from Father Christmas.  Louise Waite 
L.waite@yahoo.co.uk.

!

http://www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Becky@BeckyMosaics.co.uk
mailto:Becky@BeckyMosaics.co.uk
mailto:Becky@BeckyMosaics.co.uk
mailto:Becky@BeckyMosaics.co.uk
mailto:L.waite@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:L.waite@yahoo.co.uk


CHRISTMAS SERVICES
24 DECEMBER   The Crib service will be on 
Christmas Eve at 4pm as usual.   Midnight 
Communion will be at 11pm

25 DECEMBER   Christmas Day   Parish 
Communion 10am at Horton-cum-Studley

28 DECEMBER   Joint  Benefice Communion 
service at 10am, at Forest Hill  

THERE WILL BE A MEDITATION AND 
COMPLINE SERVICE ON SATURDAY THE 
27TH OF DECEMBER AT 6.00 PM

BOOK  CLUB
We had an exceptionally convivial meeting last 
night, aided by Donna's excellent mulled wine 
and assorted nibbles brought by members. 
These were very generous, imaginative and 
much appreciated! We eventually went on to 
discuss two books: An Officer and a Spy by 
Robert Harris and Nora Webster by Colm 
Toibin.

Despite the egregious grammatical error at the 
half-way point (was there an editor in the 
house?), the Robert Harris book, which centred 
on the Dreyfus Affair in 1890s Paris, was 
enjoyed by everybody. There was much 
appreciation of the writer's diverse output and 
ability to create an authentic historical 
background, even though, at least in this case, 
many of the details were made up, although the 
characters were certainly not fictitious as such. 
We were all riveted by the injustice suffered by 
Colonel Dreyfus, but also thought that Harris's 
concentration on the efforts by Picquard to get 
his conviction overturned based on new 
evidence was very compelling, and had 
distinctive allusions to the modern problems of 
whistle-blowing that gave extra relevance.

Colm Toibin's Nora Webster had a rather less 
enthusiastic response. Some found the story 
either boring or the protagonist irritating, but 
there was a strong defence of the book in terms 
of its beautifully crafted and restrained style 
and its sensitive handling of a generally 
reticent character who is part of a community 
that can both be supportive but also suffocating 
in its conventionality. It is only when Nora's 
husband dies that anybody seems to take any 

notice of her, and it is only through the 
redeeming power of music (obviously close to 
my heart!) that she is able to find some sense 
of her own individuality.

Our next meeting will be on Friday 16 
January 2015 at the Weinsteins' (Old Manor 
House, High Street, Beckley), and we will be 
discussing I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 
and Christina Lamb, and, for the first time in 
the book group's history, a play: Black Jesus  
by Anders Lustgarten, which was performed 
last year at the Finborough Theatre in west 
London, and concerns an imagined 'truth and 
reconciliation' process in a future Zimbabwe 
after the death of President Mugabe. It is to be 
hoped that vigorous debate about this play will 
not be stifled or inhibited by the fact that 
Anders is Donna's son! 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible on January 16th. In the meantime, 
have a lovely Christmas and all good wishes 
for the New Year 2015. Chris Britton 351 223

POPPY APPEAL 2014

I am thrilled to report that the grand total this 
year was £944.33  (£143 more than last year).   
A fitting amount to raise in this 100th 
Anniversary year of the First World War and 
huge thanks go to all in the village who gave so 
generously.

We were nearly unable to make a collection 
this year as we had lost our Area Coordinator 
and no one had volunteered to take over.  
However at the last moment we were saved by 
Gina Robson who very kindly agreed to take 
on the role and the five villages in our group 
went on to raise a total of £2906.80. Very 
grateful thanks go to Gina.

I am also very lucky to have such a loyal band 
of collectors who work so hard year after year 
in order to help our sick or needy ex-service 
people.  Huge thanks go to you  all.
                            Liz Reis  351 259 

     (More volunteers to help always needed!)



BECKLEY IN MALASIA & 
BORNEO

“A trip to be remembered …. My eyes were 
opened to the luxuries we have”

Emma Cox, currently a student at the Royal 
Agricultural University in Cirencester, was one 
of forty-five Wheatley Park Students aged 16 
to 18 who travelled to Malasia and Borneo for 
a month last summer as part of World 
Challenge.  

Emma, who raised funds for the trip over the 
course of two years, made a map for her family 
before she went so that they could see where 
she would be going.  Her itinerary had arrived  
one month before departure, and was put 
together from a pick of projects she selected 
ahead of time.  Three teams of 15 members 
each made the trip from Wheatley Park, and 
were joined during their time there by teams 
from across the globe. 

The first week was spent acclimatizing to the 
heat and the terrain.  Projects later included a 
week at an elephant sanctuary, where an 
increasing number of elephants need aid as the 
number of palm oil plantations continues to 
grow and infringe on what had been natural 
habitat shared by elephants, monkeys, 
orangutangs, and honey bears.  Emma’s chores 
at the sanctuary included hosing down the 
elephants, feeding, and mucking out in 
preparation for a show for tourists in the 
afternoon.  
Accommodation was in a manager’s house 
where two bedrooms housed 18 people, 
showers were outside, and there was one toilet 
and one shower for everybody.   Diet consisted 
mainly of noodles, curry, and chicken (with not  
one part of the chicken being “wasted”).  
Weather was WARM.  Leisure in the evening 
included card games and guitar music. 

Another week was spent on a trek into the deep  
jungle of Borneo - requiring full length shirts 
and trousers despite the 30 degree heat because 
of mosquitoes and leeches - and the carrying of 
a 12 kg kit.  They walked from 8 to 3 each day 
and slept in hammocks strung between two 
trees, mosquito net on top.  Food was cooked 
on an open fire.  Wild boars were always a 
possibility.  A pig roast with crackling was a 

respite from the rice and noodles.  Porridge 
was cooked in brown river water and eaten 
because of the energy it provided.  

The last week was R and R on a little island of 
Malayne, 7 hours bus and ferry ride away, with 
“sweet” little blue waters and white sand.  
Activities included kayaking, a boat trip to 
view the island’s amazing resorts, a sunset 
cruise, and a visit to a night market.     

The goal of the trip was to become aware of 
places most holiday seekers don’t visit.  World 
Vison is based on making friends and getting 
along with people with whom one might not 
normally come in such close contact. The trip 
is to be culturally challenging to places one 
would not normally go for a holiday.  Emma’s 
previous travel experience had been to 
Scotland and Majorca with her family, to 
southern France with friends, and to Prague 
with her school.  

BECKLEY INTEREST GROUP

The talk by Liz Snelson, a nurse in Iraq, was 
well attended on the 4th of November - and 
much enjoyed!  A separate donation of £155 
was collected and sent to Help the Heroes New 
Limb Centre.  A big thank you from Jan Weller, 
who organized the evening!

Twenty-three people attended The Christmas 
Lunch December 1st at Brooks.

On Wednesday 7 January there will be a group 
lunch and meeting at the Abingdon Arms at 
12:30pm to discuss plans for the coming 
months.  All are invited.  Please Contact Ann 
Henman with questions or enquiries.  351 492

MOB 

The Men of Beckley meet for lunch and 
conversation on the 1st Wednesday of each 
month at 12.30 at the Abingdon Arms.  No 
reservations required.  Just show up!

GIGACLEAR

Fibre-optic broadband is up and running for 
many of us.  Thanks to all who worked so hard 
on this project to bring high-speed internet to 
our area.  



PAINTING GROUP

The Painting Group continues to meet on 
Friday mornings in the Village Hall.  Contact 
Liz Bixby for times and details.   351 282

PILATES 

Pilates meets at 9.30 am on Tuesdays in the 
Village Hall.  Contact  kim.barresi@sky.com  
for details.  

TODDLER GROUP

Parents and toddlers meet on Tuesdays at the 
Village Hall.  Contact Peter and Helen Gosney 
for details.   351 690

ABINGDON ARMS

24 December Christmas Eve 12pm to 12.30am. 
Food lunchtime and evenings as normal.
25 December Christmas Day 12pm to 2pm 
drinks only. No food

26 December Boxing Day 12 to 5pm, food 12 
to 3pm.

27 and 28 December normal Saturday and 
Sunday hours

29 December open all day, lunch time food 
only

30 December normal weekday service

31 Dec  New Year’s Eve  2 noon to 2am. 
Lunchtime food only.  80's themed disco and 
fancy dress party, from 9pm. Free to attend, but 
advise to get early, as we may close doors if we   
get too busy. Families welcome but no dogs in 
the evening.

1 Jan New Year’s Day 12 to 7pm, food 12 to 
4pm.

2nd Jan back to normal hours.

Every Friday night from around 9pm, 
depending on food service. there is a Quiz  It's 
proving popular, but would be good to get 
more in. £1 per person, max teams of 6, 
winning team wins the pot.

Christmas Tree Recycling

Folly Farm, Common Road, 
Beckley

Return your old tree here by 
Sunday 18 January 2015.

   (Trees left after this date  
       will not be accepted)

BECKLEY TOYSHARE AND 
TODDLER GROUP CHRISTMAS 
SINGALONG     Friday 19 Dec.  
    5-7pm  Beckley Village Hall  £7   
   including snack and small present.     
      Adults and babes in arms free.  
       Peter and Helen Gosney  351 690
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EDITOR’S NOTE:

The Beckley-Stowood Parish Newsletter is 
published four times a year with publication 
scheduled for the first of March, June, 
September, and December.  Deadline for the 
March issue will be 20 February.  Many thanks 
to all who contribute to the writing, publishing, 
and distribution.   Ann Henman  351 492  
annhenman@gmail.com  
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