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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
 
Mains Drainage Progress 
Woodperry Road - 483m of gravity sewer and 483m 
of rising main laid in dual trench; 56m of rising main 
laid in single trench; 11 manholes built but not 
complete; 12 lateral connections laid; road fully 
reinstated; road closure taken down until next phase  
Bungalow Close - 63m of gravity sewer; 1 manhole 
constructed; work generally complete 
Otmoor Lane - 300m of gravity sewer laid; 
8 manholes built but not complete; 9 of 9 lateral 
connections laid; road fully reinstated 
High Street - 116m of gravity sewer laid; 3 manholes 
built but not complete; 4 lateral connections laid; 
65m of road reinstated 
Church Street - 22m of gravity sewer laid; manhole 
built but not complete; 22m of road reinstated 
Pumping Station on Woodperry Road - site works 
commenced; shaft for pumping station excavated; 
shaft construction commenced 
Treatment Works on Otmoor - no start date agreed 
Field Work - temporary fencing completed; 
topsoil strip underway 
  
Stanton St John Post Office 
We have lost our fight to keep the post office open.  I 
will find out the date of when it will close. 
  
Lottery Grant  
We are in the final stages, which means we will get 
the contract to sign and then we will be able to get 
started on the new playground.  The parish clerk will 
keep an update. 
  
Hedge Laying  
The job that has been done and still in progress is a 
wonderful job and we would like to thank everyone 
involved.   
 
Pete Gibbons Parish Council Chairman 351 466 
 

 
 
OPEN AFTERNOON 15 JUNE 2 – 6 pm 
Beckley’s biennial Open Afternoon in aid of church 
funds will be held Sunday 15 June.  
 
The afternoon will include fourteen open Gardens, 
Exhibition of work by local artists in the Church, and 
Stalls including Plants and Produce, Books, Bric-a-
brac, Cakes and Bottles, and Ice Cream.  There will 
be Teas at the School, Strawberries at Cripps Cottage 
and RSPB display tent on the School Playground 
  
Tickets are available on the day of the event at three 
locations:  adjacent to public parking at corner of 
New Inn and Common Roads; on the corner of 
Church Street and High Street; on the corner of 
Otmoor Lane and High Street.  Tickets are £4 adults, 
age 15 and under free.  Contributions to the stalls, 
and cakes, etc., for the teas are most welcome, as are 
persons willing to donate time at the various sites. 
 
Plants and Produce – Julie Ross, Prospect Cottage, 
Church Street  351 330.  Donations on the 14th or 
preferably morning of the 15th.  
 
Cakes and Bottles – Elizabeth Gemmill, 1 Church 
Street 351 324.  Bottles on 14th, cakes sale morning..  
 
Books – Ann and Geoff Henman, Otmoor Cottage, 
Church Street 351 492.  Donations week preceding.  
 
Bric-a-brac – Walled Garden, High Street during 
week before sale. If main gate not open, use foot 
gate.  Mary and Michael Learoyd 351 760 
 
Cakes, etc. for Teas – School hall any time after 1 
pm on 15 June or deliver to Dorrie Gethings, 
Cornerways, Horton Road or Gina Robson, St. 
Mary’s Cottage on morning of sale.    
 
Please call Gina Robson 351 637, Michael 
Worthington 351 270, Dorrie Gethings 351 313,or 
John Baker 351 514 with questions, help with 
deliveries, or offers of help on the day of the sale..  



 
 
 
BECKLEY VILLAGE HALL 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Annual General Meeting Thursday 1 May, 2008  
 
Committee members present: Colin Day, Gill 
Westbury, Marion Weinstein, Peter Carter, John 
Baker and Pat Moss. Six other people from the 
village attended. 
Apologies for absence: Peter Jacques, Kate 
Carruthers. 
 
Treasurer’s report year ended 31 March 2008:  
Hall hire is down by £260 from last year.  The hire 
rates are reasonable. Income was lost from letting 
from the Girl Guides this last year and from the 
Football Club the previous year.  Two new lets are: 
Oxford Historical Society and Oxford Psychology 
Department.  Consideration might be given to 
advertising the hire of the hall.  If this is 
unsuccessful, consideration will need to be given to 
increasing the hire charges.  
 
Not much fund raising was done this past year.  More 
people are needed on the Committee. The 150 Club 
monies have been used for the repairs to the hall and 
we now employ cleaners at a cost of £20 per week.  
Raising more income from letting is our aim for the 
next year.  We all need to promote the use of the hall. 
 
Marion Weinstein proposed we accept the accounts, 
John Baker seconded this.  The accounts were 
accepted by all those present and treasurer Gill 
Westbury was thanked.  Our thanks to John Lord for 
auditing the accounts for us. 

 
150 Club Report:  
Peter Carter reported that we are a long way 
behind this year.  180 people joined last year and 
this year we hope to get more people involved. 
The Committee thanked Peter for all his work. 
 
Election of the Committee: 
Colin Day, Chairman 
Gill Westbury, Treasurer 
Pat Moss agreed to take over the post of Secretary 
following Maggie Dawber’s departure. 
Peter Jacques 
Marion Weinstein 
Kate Carruthers 
Dick Winfield 
Clare Marsh  (new member)  
Peter Carter, 150 Club 
John Baker, Hire of Hall 
 
 

 
 
 
Other Business 
A discussion took place about the possible use of the 
hall’s facilities by Sports Clubs and the Committee 
agreed to consider advertising and approaching 
Sports Clubs. 
 
A suggestion was made that the Committee contact 
Youth Sports Officers.  If the facilities were hired out 
by Sports Clubs for the whole season, this could 
impact upon the bookings made for children’s  
birthday parties; a solution would be to exclude 
access to the actual hall and make just the changing 
facilities and showers available to Clubs. 
It was agreed that the Committee needed both short 
term and long term plans for the future of the hall. 
 
Bob Bixby proposed that this AGM meeting write to 
Peter Jacques and thank him for his outstanding 
contribution to the continual upkeep and maintenance 
of the Village Hall throughout the years.  The 
Chairman agreed to do this. 
 
Chairman’s Report: 
Our prime concern this last year has been the 
condition of our Hall following a structural survey. 
Andy Wharton and Peter Jacques took on the task of 
removing substantial sections of the timber which 
were replaced. This included the west facing wall and 
a number of supporting beams. We very much 
appreciate the effort they made to complete the work 
with minimum disruption to our lettings. Also we 
took the opportunity to have the main floor sanded 
and resealed. The total bill for all of these works was 
in excess of £5,000. Another expense is the 
appointment of cleaners as we were unable to find 
volunteers to undertake this task. 
 
Our income from special events has been limited 
except for the selling of mulled wine at our annual 
fireworks evening. The Oxford Touring Theatre 
Company put on ‘Princess Ruby Slippers’ in 
December and although it made a small loss it was 
very much enjoyed by all who attended. Peter Carter 
continues to run the 150 Club which makes a 
substantial contribution to our funds. We hope that all  
villagers will sign up for another year. 
 
We continue to hold funds to maintain the tennis 
court and we hope that some tennis fans will step 
forward to re-establish the tennis club. Also we still 
hold £600 specifically for a ‘kick wall’ and we hope 
that later this year we shall be able to pass this over 
to the Parish Council when the new play area is built.  
                     (continued next page) 
 
 



 
 
 
VILLAGE HALL (Chairman’s report cont.) 
Looking to the future our Hall has a limited life span 
and we have started to explore the costs of erecting a 
new hall. A number of us have begun visiting new 
halls in the county to consider options for design and 
cost. Our best estimate is about £300,000. If anybody 
wishes to be involved in this specific project please 
let me know. 
 
May I thank John Lord for auditing our accounts and 
all of the committee members who have turned out in 
all winds and weather to attend meetings and events. 
Maggie Dawber has left the village but I am 
delighted that Pat Moss agreed to take on the role of 
secretary.      Colin Day, Chairman   351 581 
                     
 
 
BECKLEY BOOK CLUB 
The Beckley book club will next meet on Friday  
11 July at Marion Weinstein's house 8 pm.  The  two 
books to be discussed will be Robert MacFarlane's 
Mountains of the Mind and Sebastian Faulks's 
Engelby. Both are available in paperback. As always, 
new members will be very welcome. 
           Donna Dickenson 352 223 
 
 
BECKLEY CHURCH FABRIC PROJECT 
A meeting with the church architect will take place 
shortly, and we hope that works will be authorised 
soon thereafter. Very many thanks again to all those 
who helped us to achieve this remarkable success.  
 
CHURCH ORGAN RESTORATION 
APPEAL  
The restoration work on the organ has been 
commissioned for spring 2009. After two well-
supported and very successful concerts given by the 
Banks Quartet and Chris Britton's group Serendipity, 
the fund stands at £23,500. We need another £3,000 
to meet the estimated cost of restoration, but since 
VAT will be refunded as Beckley Church is a Grade 
1 listed building, it is hoped that this refund can be 
spent on having the front display pipes restored to 
their original decorated and colourful design, just 
visible underneath the silver paint. An estimate for 
this work is currently being sought. Please support 
the next two concerts (see next column) and the 
raffle, to be drawn on 15 June (Beckley Open Day) at 
7 pm. in the Abingdon Arms. Raffle tickets are 
available in the Abingdon Arms, Stanton St John 
Village Shop and from Mary Worthington. 
   Michael and Mary Worthington 351 270 
 

 
 
 
FUTURE CONCERTS 
 
Sunday 1 June at 6pm  (note earlier time)  
Duo Amadé  Catherine Mackintosh (violin) and 
Geoffrey Govier (fortepiano) 
 
Mozart Sonata in A major KV 305 
Schubert Sonata in A minor D. 385 op. post. 137 no. 
2 
Schubert, Two Scherzi for solo piano, D. 593 
Beethoven, Sonata in D major, op. 12 no. 1 
 
Friday 10 October at 7.30, The Oxford Welsh Male 
Voice Choir 
 
A programme of traditional Welsh and English songs  
 
Further information and tickets from Mary 
Worthington (01865 351270) 
  
 
BECKLEY WI 
The Beckley WI continues to enjoy getting together 
on the first Tuesday of the month.  Recent programs 
have included a talk on computers by Gary Chalmers 
in March and a n Evening on William Morris in 
April, with plans for a visit to Kelmscott in the 
summer.  June 3 will be a garden party at Otmoor 
Cottage and July will be a walk followed by a stop at 
a local pub.  Additional walks are planned for all 
Tuesdays in June and July, to begin at 7:15 pm at the 
Abingdon Arms.  There will be no meeting in 
August.  All women of Beckley and the surrounding 
area are invited to join us.   
             Marion Weinstein 351 251  
             Brenda Lambourne 351 793  
 
 
ABINGDON ARMS   
A Family Barbecue was held on Sunday 25 May  
Bank Holiday Week End.  On Friday 4 July there will 
be a Village Party with a 4th of July theme.  Fancy 
dress with prizes at 6.30 for the children and from 
8.30 live music with Neil Moss and his band of 50s 
Rock & Roll for the adults. We will have a barbecue 
going all evening so pray for some good weather.  
 
We are also planning on expanding our take away 
menu for the village so look out for signs on the 
board outside.   Michelle Wass 351 311 
 
 
 



 
 
RSPB OTMOOR NATURE RESERVE 
Bird Life 
The reserve has come alive with bird song, with the 
return of the expected spring migrants.  Ten species  
of warbler are now singing throughout the reserve.  
Other summer migrants that have arrived included 
Cuckoo, Arctic and Common Tern, Yellow Wagtail 
and Garganey, the only species of duck to migrate to 
the UK to breed. 
 
In this portion of the year, we have also bid farewell 
to the last of our winter migrants, as species such as 
Golden Plover, Ruff and Wigeon all left for their 
summer breeding grounds. Unfortunately this winter, 
the Reedbed wasn’t used by over wintering Bittern, 
however one was recorded in April, probably using 
Otmoor as a stop-off point on its way back to the 
continent or breeding areas in the east of England. 
 
The reserve’s waders breeding season has began in 
earnest.  Lapwing are again breeding all over the 
reserve.  Redshank and Little Ringed Plover are also 
breeding and drumming Snipe can be heard.  Curlews 
are also nesting close to the reserve. 
A variety of raptors have been seen on the reserve.  
Some of these species have since moved off as winter 
has passed, such as Long-eared Owl, Merlin, 
Peregrine and Hen Harrier.  However, Hobby, back 
from Africa, has since joined resident raptors, such as 
Kestrel and Red Kite.  Hobby are incredible flyers 
and can be seen by the dozen on the reserve, catching 
and eating insects on the wing.  
 
Other reserve wildlife 
This has been a good time to see other wildlife on the 
reserve.  A number of hares have been recorded 
boxing on the grasslands and regular badger tracks 
can be seen crossing the bridleway.  Signs of otter 
have been found throughout the reserve, but it 
remains elusive and is yet to be seen.  
 
A number of wild flower species have added colour 
to the grassland, such as Buttercups, Ragged Robin 
and Yellow Rattle. 
 
Volunteers 
As spring has begun, the reserve’s winter work 
programme has drawn to a close.  A large proportion 
of the volunteers’ efforts have focused on 
maintaining and improving reserve infrastructure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Much time has been spent auditing and repairing 
the reserve’s permanent network of fences. Also, 
in preparation for the introduction of livestock 
onto the grasslands, electric fences have been 
installed around sections of the fields of 
Greenaways, Ashgrave and Maltpit. 
 
Volunteers have been busy planting out wild 
flowers, which have been cultivated from last year, 
and sowing collected seeds of local providence in 
order for the project to continue next year.  
 
And Finally….. Fun Day 13 July 
This year, RSPB Otmoor will be holding its annual 
family fun day on the 13 July. Many different 
activities will be running for children, such as mini-
beast hunting, pond dipping and arts and crafts.  A 
number of guided walks will be running throughout 
the day, but if you would like to be included in these, 
booking is essential so please contact Ros Hamilton 
on 01295 676443 or Ros.Hamilton@RSPB.org.uk 
prior to the day.  We hope to see you there! 
  
Martin Randall Assistant Warden RSPB Otmoor 
Nature Reserve C/o Folly Farm, Common Road, 
Beckley, Oxford OX3 9UR  
T: 01865 352033 F:01767 685463   
M: 07795 964028 Martin.Randall@RSPB.org.uk 
  
 
BECKLEY GARDENING CLUB 
Members and visitors always welcome to our 
meetings which are usually held on the third 
Wednesday in the Month. Any queries - Jan and 
Fred 351693 or Gill and Brian 352659 
 
 
BECKLEY BELLS 
The Beckley Hand Bells group continues to practice 
every Tuesday afternoon in the Village Hall but at 
this point has not scheduled any performances as they 
are still without a director after the retirement of John 
Caldicutt.  Temporary director is Heather Wilson, 
with Mauveen Pether filling in as needed.  Call 
Mauveen Pether 351 283 with queries. 
 
 
THE MOB 
The Men of Beckley meet for lunch at the Abingdon 
Arms at 12:30 pm on the first Wednesday of each 
month.  All men are welcome.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
WELCOMETO BECKLEY 
My dad, Danny Cleary, has moved into Wyatts in 
Otmoor Lane. Danny is 89 years old and fought in 
the Second World War.  His regiment, the Green 
Howards, was pretty much first in in the major battles 
as they were "battle seasoned", seeing action at 
Dunkirk, Al Alamein, the invasion of Sicily, D Day, 
& Tobruk amongst others. He was shot through his 
jaw and had a few months rest and was then sent 
back to the front as soon as he was fit and was one of 
the very few from his regiment who survived the war.  
After the war Danny started his own business as he  
swore never to take orders from anyone again, but six 
months ago decided to retire and sell up the business. 
He is unfortunately in hospital as we go to press so 
please pray for a speedy recovery so he can enjoy the 
delights of living in Beckley.  
                  Michelle Wass 351 311 
 
Other newcomers include Lorne and David Bailey in 
High Corner Cottage and Carolyn Hayes and Ken 
Ross, in Bee and Church Cottage, Church Street.   
The Bailey’s have come from North Oxford and 
Carolyn and Ken from Australia.  

 
 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING 
As of the next issue the newsletter will be accepting 
advertising from local businesses and trades. 
Each ad will be 1/8th of a page, however, ads can be 
combined to make a bigger ad. The cost for adverting 
in the newsletter will be £15 per 1/8th page or £50 for 
a year (4 newsletters). Please note that copies of the 
newsletter are also available on the Parish website 
(see item above) giving your business added 
exposure. Ads will need to be supplied in a MS Word 
format preferably.  However, let us know if you can 
only provide in another format. Email copy to 
annhenman@onetel.com and you will be invoiced 
after publication. 
 
 
WOMEN OF BECKLEY 
The Women of Beckley meet at 8 pm at the 
Abingdon Arms on the second Wednesday of each 
month.  All women are welcome 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
PARISH WEBSITE 
As announced in the last newsletter the Beckley & 
Stowood website has been brought up to date 
courtesy of Gary Chalmers. The site address is 
www.beckley-and-stowood.gov.uk and features a 
great deal of useful information for new visitors as 
well as long time residents. It is always an idea to 
revisit the site on a regular basis as you will always 
find new information e.g. the Stanton PO protest and 
updates re the drainage works in the village. Also 
recent minutes from Parish Council meetings are 
available as well as backlog of recent village 
newsletters. 
 
However, the site is only ever as good as the 
information it supplies and Gary would really 
appreciate some feedback from villagers 
particularly those that run clubs or gatherings 
that wish to look for new members. To contact 
Gary either call him on 358897 or email him at 
gary.r.chalmers@btinternet.com 
 
 
NEW BOOK BY LOCAL RESIDENT 
Listeners to Radio 4 are often able to hear Beckley 
resident Donna Dickenson discussing and answering 
questions on medical ethics.  Now Donna, Professor 
of Medical Ethics and Humanities at the University 
of London, has written a book on the subject of 
human body parts becoming big business, and was 
among the speakers at this year’s Oxford Literary 
Festival.  The book, well written and vital to much of 
the discussion going on today, is titled Body 
Shopping: The Economy Fuelled by Flesh and Blood.  
Well done, Donna 
 
 
NEWS FROM MALAWI 
The Lea family send their love and have shared the 
good news that they will be back in Oxford from 14 
to 27 July and hope to catch up with as many of you 
as possible.   News of their life in Malawi can be read 
at www.14degreessouth.blogspot.com or e-mail 
them at family.lea@broadbandmw.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
A new fund promises to bring more sustainable space 
and water heating, electricity and insulation to 
community buildings. It will support solar water 
heating, heat pumps, wood pellet stoves and wind or 
water electricity generators. 
 
The Community Sustainable Energy Programme 
aims to distribute £9 million to community not-for-
profit organisations in 2008/9. The fund will help pay 
for both feasibility studies and the costs of equipment 
and installation. It offers £5000 (or 75% of costs, 
whichever is lower) towards a feasibility study, or 
£50,000 (or 50% of installed costs, whichever is 
lower) towards the recommended solution and its 
installation.  
 
The fund is open to applications from community 
groups, charities and trusts, parish councils, schools 
and colleges, faith organisations and mutual societies. 
The quarterly deadlines for applications are 16 May, 
15 Aug, 7 Nov 08 and 30 Jan 2009. The programme 
is managed by BRE and supported by the Big Lottery 
Fund. See www.communitysustainable.org.uk for full 
details. 
  
The Energy Efficiency Advice Centre on  
0800 512 012 provides impartial advice on renewable 
energy technologies. This service can also connect 
homeowners with discounted loft and cavity wall 
insulation, including 100% grants for over 70s. 
Gordon Glass Marketing Co-ordinator 
For Energy Efficiency Advice Centres covering 
Beds, Berks, Bucks, Herts & Oxon. MK Energy 
Agency, National Energy Centre, Davy Avenue, 
Knowlhill, Milton Keynes, MK5 8NG. 
Tel: 01908 699927   Fax: 01908 665577 
www.mkea.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
BECKLEY YOUTH 
Beckley school has made a lot of progress because 
the new building is now ready for years 4 and 6 to 
move in. The two classes in the block will have their 
own toilets. There are 30 electric sockets provided, 
which should be ample for equipment. 
Wheatley Park has also made progress in their new 
English and media block. They are doing so well that 
by September 2008 it should be ready. The building 
contains a canteen, toilets, classrooms and a balcony. 
The building will be accessible for everyone as well 
as the six-formers. 
 
Beckley school’s May Day is coming up soon. It had 
was postponed in order to combine it with the 
dedication of the new edition and will be held 
Wednesday 3 June. There will also be a raffle. They 
are requesting toys, books (in good condition), wine 
and anything else which is suitable for a raffle. 
 
Also in Beckley key stage 2, which is years 3, 4, 5 
and 6, are going to see Joseph and the 
Technicoloured Dream Coat at the theatre in Oxford. 
This will be happening on Tuesday 2 June. Year 4 
have also got a Tudor actor visiting on  
4 June.  
 
There has also been news that the recreation ground 
is getting some more items to play on e.g. more 
swings and a zip wire. 
But this is only recent news. 
             Harriet and Charlotte Quainton 
 
 
BARN DANCE AND PIG ROAST 5 JULY   
      FRIENDS OF BECKLEY SCHOOL 
 
The Friends of Beckley School are holding a barn 
dance and pig roast at the Millenium Hall, Horton 
cum Studley, on Saturday 5th July from 5pm to 9pm. 
Please contact Lucy 358 408 for tickets. 
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BECKLEY IN THE NEWS 
Viewers of the 2008 Oxford Cambridge Boat Race 
were thrilled to see Ben Smith, Bark Beetles, Church 
Street, as one of the Eight responsible for Oxford’s 
celebrated victory.  
 
Ben, 21, son of Steve and Sarah, and brother to Sam 
18 and Flora 11, was born in the JR and has lived all 
his life in Bark Beetles.  He holds fond memories of 
growing up in Beckley, including long  days 
exploring the fields surrounding the village with 
friend Jim.  Ben attended Beckley School until his 
parents ‘dragged’ him (protesting all the way 
according to Ben) to The Dragon at the age of ten.  
As it turned out, The Dragon was one of the few 
schools in the country with a school rowing team for 
children his age, and Ben (‘small for his age and not 
really good at any other sport’), decided to go for the 
team.  The rest is history.  
 
Resisting all attempts to make him cox, Ben rowed - 
and rowed - and rowed. The Dragon was followed by 
St. Edwards, where he rowed for the school as well 
as with various local and national crews during 
holidays and school breaks. Somewhere along the 
line he began to grow, reaching his present height of 
over six feet by the time he graduated.  
 
A rowing scholarship led him to Imperial College 
London,  graduating with a degree in Material 
Science and Management. After Imperial he was 
tempted by several choices, but his dream had always 
been to row for Oxford, and despite Oxford’s not 
offering rowing scholarships, he entered Christ 
Church College last summer, with a goal of earning a  
MSC in Management Research by September.  
 
Somewhere along the way, he grew (he attributes it 
in part to calcium pills), ending up at his 
OxfordCambridge race weight of 96 kilos.   
 
 

 
 
Ben is humble about his journey from under-sized 
school boy and ‘not solid academic performer’ to his 
position on the Oxford Blue and possessor of one, 
and soon to be two, college degrees. His advice to 
anyone who wants to be a rower is to be dedicated 
and willing to make sacrifices in other parts of your 
life in order to give the necessary time and energy to 
the sport.  ‘I was headstrong’, he admits.  And 
headstrong got him through. 
 
The Oxford Cambridge race was especially 
interesting because the teams had never met before 
and both had to be prepared to race against the 
unknown.  The Oxford crew was prepared for any 
eventuality, including visualization exercises with 
sports psychologist Derek Clark.  The team practised 
twice a day for six days a week, with Ben’s average 
schedule practice 7 – 8.30 am, lectures beginning at 
9, rowing at Wallingford from 2 to 5.30 or 6.00 in the 
afternoon.  ‘A lot of eating’ had to be tucked in in 
order to consume the 6,000 calories needed by rowers 
(as opposed to an average person’s 2,000 to 2,500 
calories).   
 

 
Photocredit and copyright: Big Blade 
 
‘It would be untrue to call it fun’, comments Ben, but 
the reward of winning is definitely worth it.” 
 
Following the race  (and no longer ‘having’ to 
consume those 6,000 plus calories), Ben’s life has 
settled down somewhat, although he goes with the 
team to various corporate and civic events across 
Europe where local teams vie with the Oxford crew.  
He also hopes to compete for Oxford in the Henley 
Regatta this summer.  
  
After finishing his Masters Ben hopes to enter into a 
period of travel and adventure. His friends and 
neighbours in Beckley wish the best to someone who 
has accomplished the best after years of hard work 
and determination. 
 
 



 
JOTTINGS 
In January 2007, ‘Jottings’ described the obvious 
benefits of Beckley for wellbeing, and especially the 
value of post-operative and palliative walks around 
the village.  However, you will remember the 
prophetic word of warning that foresaw a gloomy end 
to such perambulations in 2007. Why?  The imminent 
arrival of Thames Waters diggers to lay the long 
awaited drainage system, as well as plans to demolish 
and build houses, plus building works for various 
extensions, around and about, and even next door!  
Such foresight was correct, but inaccurate; it has 
happened in 2008.   
 
Now wanderings in Beckley will take you to even 
greater concerns and vistas of we know not what!  
Builders, builders everywhere and not one will stop.  
They are dedicated to their tasks and good men (and 
one woman) and true, and Beckley should be grateful 
that those given the task of changing the whole nature 
of Beckley are doing so with application and good 
humour.  Well, mostly, except for the harassed 
drivers of the enormous lorries as they negotiate the 
narrow High Street and its resident cars.  
 
Of course, the presence of up to 14 works cars and 
vans parked on the verges of Woodperry Road until 
last month turned the pleasant view into a semi-
quagmire as found these days along Common Road 
and elsewhere; but they are doing their best and have 
stuck with their tasks even in the coldest of days, and 
we wish the initiators of these events good outcomes.  
We have lobbied for drains a long time, so we can’t 
complain, although I sense we haven’t seen the worst 
yet. 
 
What of the future as it would seem that it will take 
another year to ‘make good’ as they say in the 
contracts?  Not only are the destroyed verges to be 
re-sown or turfed, but there are now several large 
mounds of waste earth piled up so Beckley reminds 
one of the waste from South Africa’s diamond mines.    
 
Lady DeVilliers, original Beckley ‘Jottings’ author 
and much admired Oxford Don and historian of St 
Anne’s College who lived in Church Street, in her  
history of Beckley early 1960s concluded with words 
about ‘an unpleasant post war ribbon development 
allowed on Woodperry Road’.  What would she 
conclude now?  Perhaps, and now from some angles, 
Woodperry Road has taken on a somewhat suburban 
look.   
 
It may take until 2010 before the village feels 
comfortable enough for restorative strolls again.    
          John Edmonds-Seal  351 582  
 
 

PLANNING APPLICATION 
Application Reference: po8/wo55o  
Application Type: Other 
Proposal: Replacement of existing conservatory with 
dining room. Provide pitched roof over  
proposed dining room. 
 
Address Hillview Horton Road Stanton St John (in 
the Beckley parish) OX33 1AG 
  
This was withdrawn but has now been re-applied for 
the parish councils opinions. 
 
     COMMUNITY CALENDAR JUNE-AUG.  
   
                             JUNE 
   1    Concert Beckley Church 6 pm 

3    May Day/Dedication New Addition 
           Beckley School 
3 WI Garden Party Otmoor Cottage 7.15 pm 
4 Men of Beckley Abingdon Arms 12:30 pm 
5 Parish Council Village Hall 8 pm 
7 Otmoor Challenge HCS Millennium Hall 

 11    Women of Beckley Abingdon Arms 8 pm 
 15    Beckley Open Afternoon 2-6 pm 
  
                              JULY 
   2   Men of Beckley Abingdon Arms 12.30 pm 

4 Fourth of July Party Abingdon Arms  
5 Barn Dance and Pig Roast FOBS 

   9    Women of Beckley Abingdon Arms 8 pm 
 11    Beckley Book Club Manor House  8 pm 
 13    Fun Day RSPB 
 23    Last Day of School Beckley School 
 30   Men of Beckley Abingdon Arms 12 pm 
 
                           AUGUST 
                   Holiday time.  Enjoy!  
 
FROM THE EDITOR 
Thank you once again all who helped with this 
edition of the newsletter. I take responsibility for 
editing where needed.  Deadline for the autumn 
edition will be 20 of August, with publication 
scheduled for 1 September.  
 
Plans now are for me to be away for the 
December and March editions of the newsletter.  
Is there anyone willing to take on those two 
editions?  Call with questions – or that “Why, 
yes, I will do it!”   Have a wonderful summer !   
           Ann Henman, Editor 351 492 
                annhenman@onetel.com 

 


