


unidentified material. The parish council wants to 
ensure that in future years only wood and green 
material is added to the bonfire pile (no furniture, 
beds, sofas and plastic which are all hazardous 
and polluting to the environment, and costly to 
clear to landfill). This issue will be discussed 
further. 

On 5 November the parish council organised the 
fireworks and bonfire night, which was a great 
success.  The village hall committee sold hot 
drinks and mulled wine, and Friends of Beckley 
School ran the barbecue. AND the weather was 
fine!

The morning after, a team of parish councillors 
litter-picked across the whole recreation ground to 
clear away all the firework debris, wrappers and 
cartridges, as well as sparkler sticks and juice 
cartons. 

Police / crime
Wheatley neighbourhood police team reported to 
the parish council that in rural areas there has 
been a rise in theft of heating oil from domestic 
oil tanks. The advice from the police is to fit a 
locking oil cap if you can, to consider screening 
your tank so it is less visible especially if it is in 
the front garden, and to be vigilant.

Parking on the Common Road / New Inn Road 
junction:  the police are aware that at the start and 
end of the school day, parking around the junction 
is dangerous not only for other road users, but 
also for parents and children walking from the 
cars down towards Church Street. The parish 
council is to meet with the headteacher to discuss 
this problem further.

The police team have warned everyone to be 
aware of theft by ‘distraction burglaries’ - 
uninvited callers to houses (don’t let anyone in 
without checking their identity). Also there have 
been thefts of catalytic convertors (for their 
valuable mineral content) from vehicles with high 
road clearance.

The parish council meets on the first Thursday of 
the month. Meetings are open to everyone. The 
minutes are posted on the noticeboard as soon as 
they have been approved at the subsequent 
meeting.

 If you want to raise an issue, please contact Sue 
Cox, the clerk, on 351415 (clerk’s email address 
to be announced soon), or any of the councillors.

Wheatley Park School prizegiving 
Beckley and Stowood Parish Council sponsored 
an award at the Wheatley Park School prizegiving 
on Thursday 13 October. The following Beckley 
students all won a prize:

Year 11 awards
Geography: Emma Cox
History: Ella Handley
Science: Jacob Soanes

Year 12 awards
Economics: Charlotte Cox
Religious Education: Emily Young

Year 13 awards
Maths: Georgina Cox

The parish council would like to congratulate the 
students on their achievements.

(Clare Marsh and Sue Cox, on behalf of 
Beckley and Stowood Parish Council)

Update on proposals for replacing the 
village hall
It is around 18 months since open meetings were 
held to give the village an opportunity to 
comment on proposals for a new village hall, and 
just a year since the results of the village survey 
gave resounding support for plans to replace the 
existing hall that had been found to be close to the 
end of its useful life.  The survey also provided 
much useful information to guide subsequent 
planning.

Most people will be aware that the Village Hall 
Management Committee set up a separate group 
(the Village Hall Building Fund Committee) to 
take forward this work and, with the support of 
the Oxfordshire Rural Communities Council 
(ORCC), and later with advice from SODC, this 
group advanced on two fronts: design/planning 
and fund raising. In order to profit from the 
experience of similar schemes, members of the 
group visited recently completed village hall 
projects in the region and much was learnt about 
taking such projects to planning and about the 
challenges of fund raising. Essential conditions 
for succeeding with grant applications, we found, 
were that significant local fundraising should be 
seen to have been carried out, and to continue, and 
that planning permission should already have 
been obtained for a design that met professional 
standards. 

The village can be proud of its efforts with regard 
to fundraising to date: the total reached is 
£44,502,  thanks to support from the parish 



council and the efforts of all those organising 
fundraising events or getting sponsorship for an 
individual challenge. There remains, of course, 
much hard work to do and the group recognises 
that the difficult financial climate will intensify 
competition when applying to funding bodies. 
However, with continuing support from the 
village, and with the dedication of the group to 
continue to explore funding opportunities over the 
next year or two, there is every reason to be 
optimistic about the prospects.

Applications for grants can only be considered 
when planning has been granted and, to this end, 
the design/planning efforts have been directed at 
identifying architects who were felt to be best 
qualified to design a hall that fitted our outline 
specification and that would be suitable for the 
present site. A number of architectural practices 
were considered, a shortlist invited to bid and a 
final selection interviewed, allowing for a 
decision that ensures we have the best value for 
money. The group is now close to making this 
appointment, with a brief to take the project only 
to planning at this stage. Following planning 
consent, options for the form and the scale of the 
building will remain flexible until the later stages 
of the process, and final decisions will depend on 
the results of our fundraising. It is expected that 
the planning stage will be complete during 2012 
and serious fundraising efforts will be made after 
that. 

As we move forward into this critical stage of the 
project, a detailed development plan will be 
submitted to the appropriate village/parish 
committees to ensure that no financial 
commitments are made without their review and 
approval. As soon as planning is obtained there 
will be an opportunity to consult more widely 
with the village and an open meeting will be 
arranged for this purpose. 

(Peter Dickson) 

Activities at the village hall
The number of activities centred around the 
village hall has dropped in recent years. The 
recent survey about the village hall asked 
residents to suggest activities in which they would 
like to be involved, if facilities were available. A 
small group, who are part of the village hall 
rebuilding committee, have been approaching 
people who gave positive responses in their 
survey return with a view to encouraging  groups 
or individuals  to take ideas forward for the most 
popular activities suggested.

Tennis
We are pleased to say that there is a group keen to 
develop tennis.  As a result of a visit by two of the 
committee to Oakley Village Hall there is also a 
wish to look at the possibility of allowing in the 
design of the building for junior indoor mini 
tennis, which is very popular in Oakley. This 
would  provide a sporting activity for children in 
the winter when evenings are dark and weather 
can be bad outside.  It is possible that coaching 
could be available through SODC. We have also 
identified that money might be available for 
resurfacing the court.
Contact Bob Bixby (351282) or 
robliz.bixby@btinternet.com.

Indoor Bowls
Oakley Village Hall also has an active indoor 
mixed bowls group who meet twice a week. The 
visiting members from Beckley enjoyed 
participating in one of their sessions and came 
away with useful information about how that 
could be progressed if there was support. 
Contact Ted Cloke (358881) or 
tcloke@waitrose.com
Activities for older people
Several people expressed a wish to see things 
organised for ‘the elderly’ but there didn’t seem to 
be a consensus about what this might mean - 
clearly the needs of the ‘active‘ and ‘inactive’ 
elderly are somewhat different. However it would 
be good to get those who expressed this interest to 
see whether anything could be progressed.
Contact Bob Bixby (see above)

Cricket club 
Interest has been expressed by a few people who 
would like to start a quick cricket club for 
children in the village over the summer. However, 
this would need an investment in time and 
resources to create a proper prepared wicket and 
mown strip. Alternatively, an artificial track needs 
to be installed. Anyone who has any ideas about 
this or would like to get involved further should 
contact Kate Carruthers in the first instance 
(k8@carru.demon.co.uk).

Youth club 
Many children in the village would like the youth 
club to be re-established, with some expressing 
interest in having a table tennis table in the village 
hall that could be used as part of a youth club. 
Grants are available for this type of thing. We 
need a willing group of parents to come forward 
to get the ball rolling. We have many willing 
children who would like to use the village hall as 
a base for fun and activities one evening a week.
Please contact Kate Carruthers 
(k8@carru.demon.co.uk) if you would be able 
to spare some time to do this.



It is intended to hold separate meetings of anyone 
interested in these activities in order to identify 
how best to proceed. In the first instance it would 
be helpful if anyone who has not yet been in touch 
would contact the individuals named above if they 
are at all interested in seeing whether we can 
progress with the various activities.

In addition the following activities are already 
running:

Youth football club 
Run by Charlie Burt, the football club is open to 
anyone aged 6 and upwards. The club is on a 
Saturday from 11.00am-12.30pm. Any children 
from the village and surrounding villages wishing 
to play football are welcome to turn up and join 
in.

Mosaic classes 
After the success of her first run of classes, Becky 
Paton looks set to be running mosaic courses on a 
regular basis in the village hall. The next course 
will be run over the first two Sundays in February. 
Anyone interested can contact Becky - see her ad 
in this newsletter.

Art group
This group runs regularly. See the separate entry 
in this newsletter.

Obviously it is in our interests to be able to 
demonstrate interest in a village hall as the centre 
for activities when we approach funding bodies 
for support, so please do consider carefully 
whether you can support any of the activities 
noted above. If you have ideas for any that have 
not been mentioned, please contact  Bob Bixby.

(Bob Bixby)

Upcoming events

Beckley church
The midnight communion service on Christmas 
Eve will be at 11.30pm at St Barnabas Church, 
Horton-cum-Studley.

On Christmas Day, parish communion will be at 
10am in Beckley church. 

Carols and Claret: Readings and carols by 
candlelight, followed by mulled wine and mince 
pies, a tradition in Beckley for many years. Do 
come and take part in this wonderful Christmas 
celebration on  Sunday 18 December at 6pm

Crib Service: The crib service will be on 
Christmas Eve as usual, at 4pm, led by Nick Lea.

The interregnum
As everyone must know by now, Stevie Cross has 
left this benefice of four parishes, so at the 
moment we have no vicar here. Other local clergy 
are available to take baptism services, funerals 
and weddings, and it is expected that a new 
person will be appointed  next summer. In the 
meantime, if you have any problems, requests, or 
queries about church matters, or would like to see 
a vicar for any reason, please contact Gina 
Robson, 351637.

(Gina Robson)

Carol singing
Come carol singing around the village on 
Christmas eve. Meet at Otway at 5.30pm for 
mulled wine beforehand. 

(Pam and John Edmonds-Seal)

Have you dreamt of sailing around the 
world? 
Come to hear John Hazel on January 19 at 7.15 
pm in the village hall. His story will bring out the 
reality of fulfilling an adventure.

Cost £6 for a mug of soup, bread and cheese. Pay 
bar.

(Marion Weinstein)

Twinning news
Unfortunately our friends from St Louans were 
unable to join us for the autumn supper this year, 
but many thanks to all of you who had offered to 
host our visitors.

We are hoping a group will come over for a 
spring weekend in Beckley (suggested date is 
21/22 April 2012). More news to follow, but do 
put the date in your diary and get in touch if you 
would like to host some of our visitors - fluent 
French not required!!

St Louans holds an annual bric-a-brac sale on 29 
April 29.  It's a very vibrant, all-day event with 
about 150 stalls. If anyone would like to visit or 
even run a stall in aid of  BeckleyVillage Hall, 
we're sure something can be arranged!

More St Louans dates for 2012:

29 April - Bric-a-brac
 
2 June - Diner Champetre (Beckley has been 
represented at this event for the past two years)



Book group
The next meeting of the book group is on Friday 
10 February 2012 at Sue and Ted Cloke's house, 
Hornbeams, Woodperry Road (about the eighth 
house on the right after going up the hill from the 
pub, tel. 358881). Since the Dickens bi-centenary 
is coming up in February and nobody came up 
with a really good contemporary novel, we 
decided on A Tale of Two Cities. The cheapest 
version on Amazon is a Wordsworth Classics 
edition at £1.99 but there are endless other 
editions, and of course libraries and charity 
bookshops may also stock the book.

If you don't fancy A Tale of Two Cities, try 
another Dickens novel. I am tempted by Nicholas 
Nickleby, having had it highly recommended by a 
friend, and not being a Dickens fan myself. If you 
want some background reading, Claire Tomalin's 
recently published biography has had rave 
reviews.

Happy Christmas reading!

(Mary Worthington, 351270)

Beckley art group
Beckley art group continues to flourish with a 
membership of about ten. We are a very 
welcoming group, always looking out for new 
members. We have a range of levels of ability and 
styles. The atmosphere is very relaxed and 
supportive. We meet during term times on Friday 
mornings in Beckley Village Hall from 9.30 to 
12.30. A small fee is charged to cover our costs.
Some members and other artists and crafts 
persons exhibited work during Art Week in 2009 
and 2011 and on alternate years in the parish 
church as part of Beckley Open Weekend.
If anyone is interested they are welcome to call in 
to any of our sessions. We start again in the new 
year on 6 January. 

(Liz Bixby 351282)



Past events

Autumn supper 
On Saturday 15 October, seventy people arrived 
at Beckley Village Hall, which had been 
beautifully decorated with fir cones and bright red 
virginia creeper leaves, night lights and flowers.
As people arrived, we were entertained by Nick 
Lea on the keyboard – thank you Nick – and 
Marion Weinstein, Chairman of the Village Hall 
Management Committee, welcomed people. 
 
The menu was stunning: crudities and dips on 
each table provided the nibbles while people 
chatted and waited for the main meal to be served. 
It was well worth waiting for – cooked by the 
Beckley Catering ladies, it consisted of Chicken 
and tarragon casserole, Beef, prune and 
marmalade casserole, and Mushroom stroganoff. 
Boiled potatoes or rice cooked to perfection 
accompanied the meal and bowls of salad graced 
each table too.

Three delicious desserts  of Autumn harvest 
pudding, Chocolate biscuit cake, and Lemon 
posset were served, with a choice of cream or 
custard – and there was plenty for all.

By sheer coincidence, someone on each of the six 
tables managed to win a prize. Colin Day thanked 
everyone concerned but not before Bob Bixby 
read out a list of the activities the New Build 
Committee would like help with.

The evening raised over £950 for the new build.

(Pat Moss)

Beef, prune and marmalade casserole

1lb (450g) braising steak
2 tbsp Seville orange marmalade
1 tsp white wine vinegar
1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
1/2 tsp ground coriander
1/4 tsp grated nutmeg
2 cloves of garlic, finely chopped
8 stone-out prunes
Olive oil

Method:
 Cut steak into bite-sized cubes and dust  

with flour.
 Heat a little olive oil in large pan and fry  

steak until golden.
 Place steak into a casserole dish and add 

the prunes.
 Melt the marmalade in a jug to which six  

tablespoons of hot water have been added.
 Stir the spices and vinegar into the  

marmalade/water mix.
 Cook garlic for a moment, then pour in the  

hot water mix.
 Bring to the boil and then pour onto the  

meat and prunes. The liquid should just  
cover the meat.

 Place in a moderate oven 180C/350F or  
gas mark 4, for about an hour and a half.

RSPB meeting and supper 
Last month 55 hungry RSPB volunteers 
congregated in the village hall for their meeting, 
and for a buffet supper provided by Beckley 
Catering. Shown here are key members of the 
team – Julie Ross, Pru Dickson, and Ann Day. 
Ann coordinates many village folk who willingly 
give their time to make home made goodies for 
Beckley Catering when the RSPB have their 
regular meetings; any profits go towards the 
fundraising effort for the new village hall.



Discussions and updates

A community orchard for Beckley
At their October meeting, the parish council 
considered my paper recommending the creation 
of a community orchard in Beckley. The council 
has given its support for the project and this 
article is the next stage in making it happen.

Community orchards have now been around for a 
while and there are extremely successful 
examples in our area; one in particular being that 
at Wolvercote. Community orchards have even 
become a story line in “The Archers”!

The proposal is to create an orchard on a small 
part of the playing field so that it does not 
interfere with any of the sports facilities, but adds 
an important community amenity to that area in 
particular and to the village in general.

Did you know that Oxfordshire has a number of 
old apple varieties which were developed in the 
county? They are at risk, and community orchards 
provide an effective way of preserving them. 
Orchards themselves are at risk: Natural England 
estimates that 63% of English orchards have been 
lost since the 1950s.

But the idea of a community orchard is not simply 
to create an “apple tree museum”! The orchard 
would be planted with bulbs and wild flowers, 
have benches for relaxation and an “outdoor 
classroom” for the school, and contain other fruit 
trees as well. I have discussed the school’s 
involvement in the project with the headteacher, 
and she is enthusiastic about involving the 
children in the design of artwork for tree labels 
and an information board. 

Have you noticed how many old fruit trees we 
have in the village? There are quite a number but 
every year more and more are lost as a result of 
old age or an autumn gale. Many of these trees are 
much loved by their owners, but when lost are lost 
forever. The community orchard would ask 
people to bring graft wood from their old trees; 
we would graft this on to new rootstocks and once 
growing strongly one of the new trees created 
would be given back to the original owner for 
planting in their garden.

The parish council has agreed to fence the 
proposed orchard area, but aside from this the 
community orchard would fund itself through tree 
donation and subscriptions to “Friends of Beckley 
Community Orchard”. Grants are available for 
projects within the orchard (e.g. the outdoor 
classroom) and to enable these to be accessed I 

am preparing the legal documentation for a 
licence or lease for the land and the creation of a 
charity.

A number of people in the village have already 
pledged their support, but we want the largest 
possible number to be involved. Whilst we will 
need key jobs done (e.g. the treasurer), the idea is 
not to have lots of meetings but to get outside, 
clear ground, plant trees and bulbs, and enjoy it! If 
you would like to become involved in any way, 
please contact me by email and I’ll set up an 
evening when we can all get together – venue and 
date being dependent on numbers!  

(Peter Ross, peter_m_ross@hotmail.com)

Woodeaton Quarry
The planning application for Woodeaton Quarry 
has been delayed until mid December. McKenna 
apparently now wish to reduce the amount of inert 
waste they wish to dump by 100,000 cubic metres 
(to 330,000 cubic metres), but retain the time 
period of 10 years in which to complete this.

Shipton-on Cherwell quarry has permission for 
2.2 million tonnes of inert waste, which should be 
sufficient for local needs. There is a new planning 
application for this, which is likely to go to the 
January planning committee.

If you would like more information or wish to be 
kept up to date please let us know.  

(John Walsh & Ginette Camps-Walsh, 
camps.walsh@btinternet.com)

Tearfund/Tearcraft
Unfortunately the usual Tearfund pre-Christmas 
craft sale in aid of Created (Tearcraft) will not be 
held this year as Richard & Heather Moore, who 
have handled the sale in Beckley for the last 
twelve years, have retired. Should anyone wish to 
purchase items they may do so online at 
www.createdgifts.org, or alternatively Ian & Erica 
Cave are holding a number of brochures and 
order forms.

(Ian & Erica Cave, Whistlers Cottage, 
Common Road, 351226)

RSPB Otmoor
Autumn is always a lovely season on the reserve 
and yellow wagtails flying into the reedbed on 
early September evenings, along with whinchats 
and wheatears overhead, made it a delight. All 
were feeding their fill before flying south, using 
Otmoor as a motorway service station. 
Encouragingly a juvenile water rail was spotted 
from the first screen, evidence finally of breeding 
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activity this year, the worry having been that last 
winter’s cold weather had affected them very 
badly. 

Our hedgerows are alive with redwings and 
fieldfares, both species feasting hungrily on the 
berries that the hedgerows provide, in the course 
of their travel to the south and west for the winter. 
Both fieldfares and redwings are very social birds 
and can be seen in large flocks, with redwings 
often joining with flocks of fieldfares, to become 
an attractive and noisy part of the winter scene. 

Otmoor is a haven at present for birds of prey, 
including short-eared owls and hen harrier which 
have been seen hunting over the wet grassland. 
Numbers of short eared owls appear to be good 
this year; they can be seen hunting regularly at 
any hour of the day or night. Their presence 
indicates a healthy small mammal population on 
the moor. The hen harrier hunts by quartering 
low, not just looking for prey but listening too. It 
takes a wide range of prey, with local abundance 
of each being reflected in their diet (good rodent 
numbers being advantageous).

The reedbed during winter is generally a bird 
spectacle, with thousands of starlings using it as a 
roost, but starling visitor numbers are very low 
this autumn and unlikely to increase. We suspect 
this is due to low water levels in the reedbed, 
meaning they don’t feel safe from lurking 
predators such as foxes. A small number of 
starlings are displaying in the reedbed, though, 
and have shown their typical acrobatics, always 

an awesome sight. Some birds are choosing to 
roost in the tall tree tops rather than the reedbed.

For mammal lovers, our favourite predator the 
otter has been spotted in the ditches and feeding in 
the pools. Many visitors this year have had really 
good sightings of this star species, and we are 
proud they have returned to the moor, an indicator 
of water quality and food supply.

Restoration work on a field north of the moor by 
Oddington has been completed and on time! 
Work also carried out on Greenaways and Big 
Otmoor will provide large water features closer to 
the public. These should provide improved 
viewing opportunities to see wetland birds 
throughout the year and enhance the visitor 
experience.

(Judith Lloyd)

From the ed  itors  
Thanks for the many contributions to the winter 
newsletter (a bumper edition!) and for your 
support during our temporary editorship. Ann 
Henman should be back to take over for the 
spring 2012 newsletter. The deadline for the 
spring edition will be late February. Please send 
any early contributions to us, and Ann will no 
doubt be in touch to drum up later contributions 
nearer the time.  

Julie McCulloch and Gareth Coleman (358899, 
garethandjulie@yahoo.co.uk)

Beckley Village Hall 150 Club Draw

August draw
1st £20 Kate Lea, Willow Cottage, Church Street
2nd £15 Mr & Mrs Gordon, 1 Abingdon Cottage, High 

Street
3rd £10 David Pringle, Bee & Church Cottage, Church 

Street
4th £10 Nigel Roberts, Leigh Bee, Otmoor Lane
5th £5 Mr & Mrs Dickson, Fen House, Woodperry 

Road
6th £5 Mrs & Mrs Weinstein, Old Manor House, High 

Street 
7th £5 Dave Axford, Fairwinds, Wooperry Road

September draw
1st £20 Ben Tagg, Brill View, Woodperry Road
2nd £15 Mr & Mrs Crowley, Northways, Woodperry 

Road
3rd £10 Mr & Mrs Brodetsky, Moorleys, Woodperry 

Road
4th £10 Mr & Mrs Gosney, 10 Beckley Court
5th £5 Mr & Mrs Buckingham, 8 Beckley Court
6th £5 John Cox, New Bungalow, Common Road
7th £5 Mr & Mrs Edmonds-Seal, Otway, Woodperry 

Road

October draw
1st £20 Mr & Mrs Kealy, Church Corner House, High 

Street
2nd £15 Susan Coxhead, Old Bakehouse, Otmoor Lane
3rd £10 Mary Ashdown, Penny Cottage, Church Street
4th £10 Victoria Tagg, Brill View, Woodperry Road
5th £5 Janet Carter, Rowan Lodge, Woodperry Road
6th £5 Mr & Mrs Worthington, The Gables, Otmoor 

Lane
7th £5 Malcolm Sumner, Sandy Warren, New Road

November draw
1st £20 Rob Bonney, 2 Lodge Farm Cottage, Islip Road
2nd £15 Margaret Partridge, Tanglewood, Woodperry 

Road
3rd £10 Barbara Rose, Hemvia, Woodperry Road
4th £10 Jane Markham, Grove Farmhouse, High Street 
5th £5 Joan Ring, Cedar House, Woodperry Road
6th £5 Chris Britton, Rhulen, High Street
7th £5 Mr & Mrs Pearson, The Old Barn, High Street

 
(Pete Carter)
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